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RONALD W. ERDRICH / Hays Dally News

Hays sculptor Pete Felten works on one of two statues commissioned by Fort Hays State University faculty member Ann McClure for d.isplay on the FHSU campus.

Sculptures depict women, education
Commissioned pieces will be
dedicated at FHSU homecoming
By HEIDI FARRIS
HAYS DAILY NEWS

Forty years of sculpting experience and
a lifetime in the pursuit of knowledge has
brought a vision to life.
A couple of years ago, Ann McClure
decided the Fort Hays State University
campus needed something extra. She created an idea that, in her mind, would give
a strong depiction of women at the university.
McClure, associate professor of business administration at FHSU, took her
idea to Hays sculptor Pete Felten, who
incorporated his own ideas into McClure's
and started chipping away.
"I've had a lot of input concerning the
finished work, but the statues are Pete's
interpretation of my drawings," McClure
said.
Felten has produced two figures called

"Contemplation: Musing on the Pilgrimage
of a Lifetime of Learning." One is of a
young girl standing, holding her books to
her chest.
"She is yet to realize the path that she
will take," McClure said. "She is just
beginning her pursuit of knowledge."
The other figure is of an older woman
in a doctoral gown. She is sitting with a
book open on her lap.
"This depicts that learning is a neverending process," McClure said. "She is
still enjoying the vistas that are opening
to her. It shows that learning is good just
for learning's sake."
However, McClure was quick to point
out that the statues do not necessarily represent a student and teacher.
"These figures represent all of the
women of FHSU," she said. "Although
most people will probably see a teacher
and a student, the statues are to represent
all of the women who ever provided the
means for anyone to learn."
McClure's love for knowledge comes
from a strong family background in edu-

cation. Her grandmother was a school
teacher in a one-room school house in
Tonganoxie. Her mother was a college
graduate during World War II, and her
uncle was a Harvard graduate.
"It was never a question whether my
brother or I would go to college," McClure
said. "It was a given. I've spent my entire
life in the pursuit of gaining knowledge."
McClure has three degrees - a law
degree, a master's in library science and a
master's in business administration. She
has, however, met some opposition along
the way.
She recalled being one of only five
women in her law classes. She was also
the first female to run for pabtie effi~
'fuxas:"
"I moved to Kansas to teach," she said.
"Besides this is more my psyche. It's my
life ... my heritage. It was like coming
home."
McClure has been at FHSU for nine
years and also points out the advantages of
raising a young family in a smaller community - she is a single mother of three.

"This is a part of Americana that isn't
anymore," she said. "It's very unique. You
don't find values like this any more."
McClure said that the hardest adjustment of moving from other parts of the
country to the Midwest is the lack of trees.
"I miss the trees," she said. "When I
was asked where I wanted the figures, I
wanted them with trees."
The two sculptures will be located south
of Sheridan Hall, across the street from
Forsyth Library - an area that will be
made into a "Contemplation Garden."
"I hope the placement of the sculptures
will give a location for people to gather
and reflect," McClure said.
The "Contemplation Garden" will
include benches and will be lighted at
night.
The sculptures, funded entirely by
McClure, will be dedicated to the university during FHSU Homecoming at 9 a.m.
Oct. 11.
"I've put some money into the figures,"
McClure said. "I guarantee, I'm not paying near what they're worth, though."

