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Dedication to recapture past
by KAREN BUSH

senior copy Editor
"Lemonade - a nickel a glass," a
young boy dressed in knickers and
suspenders calls out to passer~by. Sipping their lemonade, the townspeople stroll toward the schoolhouse.
The room is crowded with nervous
parents watching their children perform _playlets, do recitations and
sing musical numbers. Anxiously
they watch their child struggle to
spell "receive."
This is not a description of a scene
from the 1900s. It is a synopsis of the
plans for the dedication ceremony of
the reconstructed schoolhouse at
2:30 p.m., Sept. 22.
"We didn't want to have the usual
speeches, that's dull," Dr. Robert
Luehrs, associate professor of
history, said. "We want to put on a
program typical of 1900s."
"Young people from the grade
schools in Hays dressed in 18th-

century costumes will be putting on
the program, he said. The content
of the program will be. authentic just the kind of thing you would have
seen 75 years ago."
The schoolhouse, across the st'reet
from Forsyth Library, was moved
from its original location two and
one-half miles northwest of Wilson in
Russell County. The building was
moved onto campus during the fall
of 1977 as a Phi Delta Kappa project.
• A $20,000 grant given by the
Garvey Foundation of Wichita
funded the project. Volunteer work
crews including Phi Delta Kappa
members, professors from FHS, area
farmers, ~nd local high school and
college students provided the labor.

· Now the project, begun three years
ago is near _completion.
"We still have to plaster the walls,
frame in the windows and put up the
shutters," Dr. Allan Miller, associate
professor of education, s~i~. "On
Sept. 17 we will ~e ra1sn~g ~!'te
flagpole since that 1s Constitution
Day."
The schoolhouse will serve as a
museum piece. It will be authe~tically furnished with a pot-belhed
stove, slate chalkboards and desks.
"The popular th"ing about the
schoolhouse is the area young people
can come and see what is was like to
go to school 75 years ago. Alt~ough
now the school is heated and au conditioned," Luehrs said.

