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Plymouth School to celebrate 120th year
Scott Mullen
University Leader

Although Robert Luehrs, professor of history, is currently on sabbatical this semester, few people
had any idea he's taken up timetraveling as a hobby in his spare
time.
"The basic idea is that I'll be
taking everyone back ninety years.
People can experi!!nce a turn of the
century atmosphere," Luehrs said.
Luehrs will be the MasterofCeremonies for the Plymouth School
Celebration at I :30 p.m. tomorrow
at the schoolhouse's site on campus.
The Plymouth School is celebrating its I 20th birthday, and the 15th
anniversary of the school's move
to its present location between
Forsyth Library and Custer Hall.
In 1979, Phi Delta Kappa education honorary moved and reconstructed the Russell County build-

ing stone by stone. The process involved more than 200 volunteers.
A variety of activities are scheduled for those interested in a glimpse
of life earlier in the century.
"People can see what a Parents
Day would have been like in
1904," Luehrs said.
Associate professor of English,

Marilyn Coffey, will start the celebration with "The Orphan Trains,"
an original workaboutthe trains that
brought thousands oforphans to midwestern families.
At 2:30 p.m., Vera Rodecap will
present a reading from her book,
"The Country School Teacher: A
Kansas Legacy."

At 2:55 p.m., Marcy Ryan will
then give a program titled "McGuffy
and His Readers."
Seven elementary schools from
Hays are scheduled to participate in
the celebration.
Children will put on the kind of
program commonly displayed for
parents 90 years ago at the Plymouth
School.
Other events include music, ageography bee, math with slates, and a
spelling contest.
People' s taste buds haven't been .
forgotten in the historical celebration either. The Aid Association for
Lutherans will sponsor a lemonade
stand at old-time prices.
Many festival participants will be
dressed according to styles worn at
the turn of the century.
"This gives me the chance to dress
up in a frock coat and a top hat. After
all, I have to get some practice time
in before Halloween," Luehrs said.

