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Survey Instrument:

o Designed to gain insights into specific needs of
underserved populations affected by GBV.

o Covers organizational roles, preferred training topics and
formats, legal system changes, needs of LGBTQ victims,
communities in need of support, service needs for GBV
victims, housing needs for DV victims, financial and
educational needs, and forms of direct assistance.

Z

o GBV encompasses physical, psychological, and
financial abuse, affecting various relationships.

o Economic costs exceed $8.3 billion annually in the
U.S,, including lost wages and healthcare expenses.

o COVID-19 exacerbates GBV, leading to

underreporting and disproportionately affecting To address this pressing issue, the « Participants encouraged to share survey with relevant
women and certain communities. researchers established two major / ’ professionals and provide additional thoughts or
» Prevalence of Gender-based Violence in Rural questions: CommentS-
CEVGV AUTHORS Communities: 2 Whet are the most nesded servi Analysis Approach: )
Ziwei Qi Annalise Loucks. and o Rural areas lack services, victim-blaming cultures, . at are the most needed services . Descrlptlye—analytlcalapproach utilized due to small
’ : ’ and geographic isolation for underserved populations? sample size.
Suzanna Schneider g ) alrele o . .  Analytical framework by Vetter (2017) employed to address
Sl TUetfee o Essential support services like shelters are often 2). What policy recommendations can questions of "who, what, when, where, and so what."
itttk lacking, compounded by language barriers and be devised and put into action to « Descriptive statistics used to identify key characteristics,
mgdequate transportation. . - effectively meet the needs of GBV prlor!t|e§, temporal trends-, an.d geogrgphlcal disparities.
o Stigma and cultural norms discourage victims from o Qualitative data from ranking information and open-ended

victims, ultimately to enhance the
response to and prevention of gender-
based violence within the state?

questions systematically analyzed to identify patterns,
themes, and recommendations.
 Summary table provided in later sections to organize and
) present key findings derived from content analysis.
for brevity. Note: Specific details regarding survey questions and analysis
techniques are not included in bullet points for brevity.

seeking help.
o Note: Specific details regarding survey questions and
analysis techniques are not included in bullet points

Abstract:

Understanding the prevalence and service needs of underserved populations
affected by gender-based violence (GBV) is crucial, as their experiences are often
underreported, and existing services frequently fall short of effectively addressing
their needs. In this presentation, "underserved populations" refers to historically
marginalized, underrepresented, and inadequately supported groups as victims of
GBV.

The presentation examines various services, including direct forms like shelter and
advocacy, and indirect approaches such as systemic interventions and policy LEGAL SYSTE"
reform. Conducted in a Midwestern state, the presentation involved insights from = : : :

o . . » Respondents from various agencies working
advocates, victim shelter staff, law enforcement, and legal professionals, totaling directly or indirectly with GBV victims. cH ANGES Mean Score S
41 responses. Findings reveal significant service disparities, especially in rural * Leadership roles (Domestic Violence (highest=9 and lowest

. . . . Management/Program Coordinators or _

areas, due to insufficient funding and support infrastructure, exacerbated by =1)

. . . . .. ) . . Directors) and frontline support roles
factors like isolated locations and victim-blaming attitudes. Addressing these Barmesic Vidlanes Advosancs) A

Table ! ey Measures for Compmunity Support and Service Needs

DEMOGRAHICS

Category N

» Strong support for increased police training,
effective prosecution, and offender

Legal Svstem Changes

disparities requires improving service accessibility in rural areas and advocating for prominent. accountability. Increased police training (e.g., trauma-informed) 41 .68 141
comprehensive statewide policies to support survivors. ) :?]';’leurosiii;g‘;\';?tr;“g82;;;9832%”%2':‘2’ « Disparities in understanding and resources More effective prosecution 41 720 1.7]
? across different police departments and THS ; 7 4.
Managers, Law Enforcement, Hospital staff, legal entities Increased accountability for qﬁﬂuﬂﬂs al L0 1'_1_!
2ie leoal srafessionsls o . (reater number of custodv/divorce attornevs 41 664 235
gatp » Emphasis on systemic reform and : ——— - —
transformative justice approaches to address Increazed Eu[:l-E:ﬁ'lEE:ﬂ visitation 41 1.8 2.86
shortcomings in the legal system. Eeduced arrest of victims 41 364 226

Community Support Needs Mean Score
CONCLUSION AND POLICY INPLICATIONS (highest=5 and lowest
=1)
Systemic Legal Changes: SERVICE NEEDS AND Rural Population a1 729 341

* Specialized training for law enforcement Other (including various subpopulations): Children, 5 7.0{ 2.10
personnel in responding to domestic violence s PPORT SPEDIFIC SERVICES mothers fleeing with children; Persons with
calls is crucial, particularly in adopting a trauma- U - _ Intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD),
informed approach. . High importance placed on needs-based : i'j'e%r:t'hmc'[;?:aiz(;zip;aeffigeos” Zﬁilljdsl:na?”emaenn;al individuals experiencing extreme poverty, and

* Legal reforms prioritizing offender accountability services for underserved populations, T ’ ’ human trafficking victims
and streamlining the prosecution process for particularly in rural areas. « Moderate importance attributed to language Women of Color 41 6.65 1.85
sex crimes are essential. e Call .for culturally competent anc! inclusive services, healthcare, employment Teens and 1{'1]-11112 Adults 41 656 7 08

. T services for gender-nonconforming opportunities, education, skill training, pet T ey . PRI T - :

e Enhanced legal support is needed for victims K. populations. PP T %P Victims experiencing phyvsical disabilities 41 3.88 1.90
navigating the complexities of the family court « Challenges in accessing financial assistance, : (iilaeree(’j af(r;r %rgr:}elgglcr)a\]/vlg:isce:(r)vr:eeiousing Flderlv 41 500 778
sys.tem. - ﬁgﬁugzl::gﬁgn: SZZ?;E::;E?Z ;irli " accommodating pets and long-term support Service Needs for Gender-nonconforming Mean Score

Focusing Resources on Communities in Greatest il 6 GET, SIEEETER: 218 PRmEThe) beyond shelter services emphasized. Populations (highest=9 and lowest
Need: back utility bills. =]

* Rural populations face persistent service > Eanplegineit plesineit ene [Frevision eif nos Proficient staff with LGBET() expertise and inclusive 24 7.08 1.71
disparities, emphasizing the importance of cell phones also deemed crucial for survivor. ]ang'nﬂgﬁ
addressing these disparities. LGBTQ community-based support services 25 £.83 1.91

* Teens and young adults require special Community outreach and LGBT(Q) awareness 25 6.20 2.83
attention for sexual violence prevention and training L
early intervention. REFERENCES Inclusive visual elements in agency materials 25 623 228
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ONE OF THE KEY FINDINGS IS PRESENTED HERE. ADDITIONAL FINDINGS CAN BE FOUND IN THE OFFICIAL PAPER.
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