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PREFACE

Meny influenfl:ial t_reatises ‘heve been written in the field
of literary critiecism.. It was \the writer's privilege during laét
year to make a study of the opinions of some of-the past masters
in this art, but the course that was pursued included no criticel
essays of the present or of the very recent past. lodern writing
has plunged into such a diversity of modas‘ that the term "cheotio"
EE RIRTL i 1! L0, Tlgnol A ElpiToltyind cenplonity of
form, style, end idea§ have evolved that ii; is particularly grat-
ifying to find one willing, capable, end opinionated enouéh to
decide by caréf‘ul Judgment whether a thing is good or bade. Such
a persan slevates himself to a position of leader emd critice
Irving Babbitt has distinguished himself uniqu“ely in this capecity.
He has presented most significant issues end has accomplished lasting
results with his ideas for the readjustment of a th\eory of "true"
classicism. He has also attacked vigoroﬁsly certain types of romen-
ticism and the deterministic theories of naturalism,

The theories and criticism of this author mey be studied
through two approaches. A reading of his books and essays, which
are copious end diversified, gives to fhe careful reader a firste
hend introduction to his ideas. He has influenéed the thinking of
many literary men. From them, both his opponents and his pro=-
ponents, one mey further study his theories. Much reading from both
of these sources has been done by thg writer, end the method used

in arriving at conclusions has been largely one of comperisons.
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The plan for prasemtation of the material is much the same.
Aside from oomparisons, the writer haas felt that a generous smomt
of quoting was necessary, in order that the reader may become better
aoquainted with Irving Babbitt through the medium of his own words.

The nature of the investigation ocarried out mekes it advigzable
to present the results by ohaspters, each more or less a unit in itaself,
The whole ia an attempt %o afford the readers e fairly complete and
detailed ploture of the oritical theories end the influence of the
msn, teacher, snd suthor, Mr. Babbitt.

And now but cne task remains %o be dones Yo express my
appreciation for the help so generously given me. The time sccorded
the prepsration of this work would have been insufficient had it not
been for the prompt snd courtecus ald given me by Wr., Streeter, our
librarisn. I thank Dr. Albertson, who in the beginning assured me
that "one 18 never too old %o leam,™ mmd Dr. Reed, who doubted it,
and thereby presented a challange. Dr. Wiest is an inspiring teacher;
his vast wnderstanding end abllity in the field of literature is
enviable. There must de omittsd, in eny list of sclknowledgments,
many whose assistance has had s part for which no writer could
of feotually thamk them. There are also those to whom words seem
inadequate to convey the admiration and respect one feels for them.
Such & one is ir. loGinnie, regarded by the msny whom she has taught
a8 & brillisnt soholar. The writer le grateful to her for her very

substential assistance.
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Chapter I
TN TROTUCTI OK

It 1s difficult to determine whether to oall the Neo=
Humenistio philosophy end i%s exponents & movement, a achocl, or a
groupe In so far as the word 'movememt' is suggestive of more or
less continuity of dovelopment, it is & heandicap to apply the term
in oonneotion with humsnism. It has basen stated that it is pre-
mature to do so. In eo far as the term 'school' sugzests a trend
of thought end 1ts adherents, the application is probably accept-
able with reference to humsnism. The term *group' does not have s
a)l=ir>lueive connotation, but it does reveel s sugpgestion of persons
bmded together in & somnon cause. For this reason the writer feols
that the word 'group' is prefersabls to the other terms. This paper
has for its objeotive the presemtation and cocnaideration of only one
from the Neo-Humanistio Group.

If humenism ocould be explained in simple terms, most pecple
would eccept it. As is well nown, the term 'humanist® wes used,
first in Buropeen countries in the Renaissance perioed to refer to
the type of scholar who was profiolent in Latin snd Greck, md was
inolined to prefer the humsnity of clessical writers to what seemed
to him the excess of divinity in the medievals. The word derives
from Creek thought; its etymology implies diserimination end judg-
mend. So complex a term asg hummism cennot be adequately explained
or even intelligibly put into & definition or a brief accomnt. e

oannot frame a olear-ocut, precise, snd btrief explanation, or a
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definition that would be wnanimously accepted. In the word thumsnism®
we find a suffix whioh denotes something not easy to define. I is
used in socme comparatively simple terms such as 'Ameriommism' or
"patriotism’ but for the most part it has boen the writer's expsrience
to find some difficulty im explaining such terms eas 'pragmstiem’,
'deism', ‘Platoniem’, or 'behaviorism.' S8uch a word is 'humanism.'
louls Mercier has said: $

By doﬁnitlm. there is really nothing new about 1%, nothing
in fact whioch the men in the street does not take for granted as
the immediate data of omsociousness. 1t merely asserts that

thers is such a thing as "man as puoh.”

Confusion owmoarninz humsnism arises from the general terms.

- In the early part of his book, Litq%'stwc and the American College,
M. Bebbitt has written,

Tha terta humenism is confushed with humane, humanistie,
hunenitarien, md hummitarienism. Humenism comes from the
latin (humenus, humenitas) from whioh all the worde of the
group are derived.

3
In the preface to this wvolume we read;

For his understanding of the word Babbitt goes back te s
study made by H. Gaston Bolssler on the ancient memnings of
humenitas. FHe steted that in the beginning it represented a
fairly elsstio virtue eof Homsnsg, later used so loosely es to
seocrifice ite mesning, Aulus Gellius oomplaeined. “Humanites®
says Gelliue, is inoorrestly used to dencte & 'promiscuous
benevolence, what the Gresks oall philmmthrepy,' whereas the
word really implies dootrine and digeipline, and is appliocabls
not to men in general but only to a gelect few, - it is, in shorty
aristocratio end not demooratie in its implicatim.

T, Touls J. A. Wercler, The Chellenge ol lumanilsm (Wew York, oxford
Uoiversity Press, 19537, F. 18.

2. Irving Babbity, Literature and the Americen College (Bostom,
Houghton Mifflin Compsny, 1010), Ps L.

3. Ibid.
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‘Peul Elmsr More gives the fellowing statement of the funda~

mental philecsophy and psyochology of modern hwniml‘

eecdAgaingt those who teach that men is totally submerged in
natural law, the humanist lays emphasis on that in man which
distinguishes him generiocally from other animals and sc in one
part of his composite being 1ifts him out of the more narrowly
defined kingdom of naturey snd the humenist assumes for himself
this title as opposed te the naturalist beoause this superadded
element, or faculty, however named, 1s what marks off & men as
men. In & word, the humanist is simply one who tekea his stend
en being humean. 4Against those whe still hold that msn is enly
@ fragmentary cog in the vast machine which we oall the universe,
moved by the foroe of some relentless, wmvarying, unconsoious
law, the humanist asserts thst we are of free will end enswer-
able for our choios of good or evil. Agsinst those who reduce
m to 2 ohaos of semsations and inatinets md desires checking
and countercheoking one snother in endlessly shifting petterns,
the humenist peints % a separate feoulty of inhibition, the
inner check or the frein vital, whereby these expensive impulses
may be kept within Tounds end ordered to a design not of their
making. £Ageinst those vho proclaim that & man oan caly drif%,
like a rudderless ship, with the weltering currents of change,
the humsnist maintains that he is o"pable of self-direotion, end
that oharsoter, as different from native temperament, is a
growth depmndent on olarity smd atrength of purpose. Against
thoge who, %o appease the atinge of oonsolenoe, assure us that
we have no responsibility for our chareoter, so the lesson of
wisdom ie to shuffle off any sense of regret or remorse or fear;
and against those who go further in flattery and, through sach
and evary appesrance of delinguanoy, assert the instinotive
total goodness of . rodeemed nature-against these the humanigt
contends that as free agmts we are acocountabdls for defaloatioms
snd aberrations end that selfegomplacency is the deadliest foe
to human excellence. On the other hand, the humsnist will net
stend with thoge wiro Jeosr at humen naeture, as if men were in
no better state than rates in a trap ...

4, Paul Elmer More, “"A Revival of Humeniem" (a review of Norman
Poerster's Humanism end imsrics, first published in the Boclkmen
for March, I080), In (n Delng Dumen, Xew Shelburne Essays, volume
8 (Prinoceton, Princeton Yhiversity Press, 1938), pp. T=9.
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In their contention with the naturalists wne in me form or
another have for soms time dominated the public mind and
eontrolled the springs of literature, our rebels the neo~
‘humeniste argue that their dootrine of humanistic dualiam ia
no ingubstentlal wed of fanoy wom to vell the herd faots of
1life, but the outoome of our surest observation and of cur most
immodiate self-lmowledge.

essreplying to those whe revolt from the irrationsl espect
eof duslism, Mr. Flliott continu:ss '...Recantly hummaiem, in
1%s attempt €0 fulfill and deepen the experimentality of the
modern spirit, hes of necessity plecsd its ohief emphasis upon
that inwerd division. Y& has insisted that the opposition
between the higher sand lowey wills within us, whether they be
called "divine™ snd "natural®™ or what not, is eassentially
inexplicable by expert resson and is nevertheless, from the
present standpoint of human happiness, the most important
festure of the wmiverse arrived at by free ad full experimen-
tationese It aseigns a oentral value to the paradox established
by the immediate experiecs of Everyman when he tries (in the
terminology of common sense) to be "at one with himself" by
keeping his "better self™ above his "worser self."'

It 45 ovident that the word humanist hes two main meaningges
an historical ome as applied to the sechrlars who tumed amay from
the Middle Ages o the Greeks end the Romsns, end an equally importent
modern meming thet derives from the former cme. In this latter
senge humanists are those who, in ey age, strive to attain propor-
tionateness through a oultivation of the law of measure.

Mr. More asserts thet the humsnist, like the naturelist mnd
the humsnitarien, "may take for his oreed the saying thet the proper
study of menkind is men," But the hﬁmmlut differs in his findinge
ebout huwnenityd

essThe humanist is positiwe in his assortion thet the
distinguishing quality of humenity ie something overlooked by

Be Ihid‘. Pe 12,



the hostile cmmp. Both would admit that man is the messurej
but it ie the naturalist whe denies the existence of that
olement of man's compoeite being which the humenist affimrms

to be the normal standard of messurement, Again §t 4s the
human 48t who takes into positive acoount the value of tradition
as & oomplement to the limitetione of the indivicual, snd who
regards the present as a small dut intepral part of the lang
experiance of the humsn r8c@eese The lew of proportion and
messurs snd the need of self-restraint are indeed words often
on his 1ips; but he believes that mly by esuch discipline in
the mind of the artist omn the higher creative forces be liberated.
He would put a cheok upem the spasms of ecoentricity te the end
thet the imaegination may muve largely 4in its work of genuine
originality.

In thelr early assertions about neo-humenism, ir. More and
¥r. Babbitt were agreed. Later Mr. More was at varisnce in regerd
to religion, seeming more inclined to supply or to admit of =&
connecting link between humanism snd God. The question between the
two seemed to be concerned with the exact nature of the relatiom of
human ism to religion. In regard to this Mr. Foerster hss nidts
"While Mr. Babbitt hes been first snd lest conocerned with building
up & sound ococnoeption of individualism, Mr. Hore has been progres-
sively absorbed in the study of the duality of humen nature.”

Huenism, a8 defined by Professor Bebbitt, asserta that social
and individual ssaity depend upon the conoeption that men has of his

own nature, His humsnism is opposed to all oreeds whioch would merge
God, men, md the physical worlds It is particularly oppesed to
pragmatism and experimentalism whioh would seek standards within the

flux of change.

8, Normsn Foerster, Humsnism and America (New York, Farrar end
Rinehart, 1930), p. 28.
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Xormen Foerster hes further expressed his opinione as follows:

Bumsnism has te do primarily with that plane of prectical
ethios where the naturel md the supernatursl meet together,
producing a world of hermony snd order and meditation. Religion
is en attompt to live in a plane shove the hummiietio, where the
supemetural departs from the natural into its own citadel of
imperturbeble pesce. Humanisem is thus not anti-relizious, in so
far ez 4t dependes on the oomtrolling power of the supernaturali
but it may be nam-relizious in so far as ita business is with
the world snd does not seek to esoape the world.

Other less tolerant aritiocs have coneidered humsnism s contem-
porary oult that has oalled itself s religion bub which has substibtuted
faith in men for faith in Gode

It s & diffioult and delicate prodblem to define M. Babbitt's
religiom. His oembral alm was to scours sound individualism. 1%
seems substantially true that ha had mors intellectual respesct md
sympathy for sy reasmeble form of an orthodox Christimity then he
had for modern philosophy or theosophy. The humsnism of Irving
Babbitt differs from that of the pariod of the Rennalssnos most in
the matter of seleotiveness. The humanist of this period, Hr, Babbitt
elasses as & humsitarisn,. In chapter 1 of his hook, Literature and

8
the Ameriosn colle&. Mr. Babbitt makes a distinotion between humsni-

tarisnism end humenism. He oalls the former "inseleotive sympathy™;
the latter "svmpathetio seleotion.™ Io seys:

A bumenitarisn ie a perscn who heg sympethy for menkind in
genersl, md 8 willing e further its progrees, snd his creed

Te 1bide, Do 554

8. mi Slhhi‘b‘bg % terature and the Americsn College (Bosten,
g Y ML PPe mo




should be oalled humanitsrieniem. Eis ohiefl oconcers is know=
lodge and sympathy. The humenist is more seleotive. KHe
conoantrates ou the individual amd elthough he adaulst sympathy
he tempers it with Judgmente.. Unseleotive and universal
sympathy is usually atiributed be Christianity snd dates ite
beginning there. This aloofness and disdain are reflected snd
in some ways Intemgified in the humsnism of the Rennaisance.

PET PP C et PR it sho P e et RI NSRRI RENENREOIRORBRIAERERNRIOIOIOIRESS

The humenigd ss we know hinm historioslly moved between em
extreme of sympathy snd an extreme of disoipline of selection
snd becsme humme ss he mediated betwesn these extremes.
Scorates is naid to have sttsined an admirable balance batwsen
thought md feelings. The aim, as latthew Arnold hee said in
the most admirable of his oritioal essays, is to see life
etendily mnd ses it wholes The lew of measure is important.

The Sreeks said, 'mothing too much.! HDmmism naeds to be
defonded against the enorcaciments of physicel science as
formarly from theoclopy.

The first artiole of Babbitt's humsnietic oreed was the dual
nature of man. He pitted a desire for goodness and truth and besuty
againat a world of evil. He was enphatioslly opposed to naturalism,
whioh, he sald, did not clearly recomise the duality of human nature.
Faturaliam, as he analyzed it, was oomposed of two branches. He
salled these "Baconian utilitarimmisn” snd "emotional naturslism.®
The former, he said, oonoentrated an laws goveraing physioal objects;
the latter, lod by Rousseau, regarded men as purely instinctive and
ewotional. He sseid they wder-estimated the humsn will snd intelli-
genae, He saids "Btriving egainst the problem of evil, the
naturalists have a resultant chacs whisch can be tumed into order
enly ss BE8 uss intellect md will to overoome tendencies of

bestiality."



In Mr, Babbitt's hummism the s2voidance of extremes is
achieved through a selectien which presupposes in men the power
to ahoose wnd therefore the capaoclty of will snd of reasom. Is
has the power to do or to refrain from doing. It is this power %o
~ choose that differentistes him from the rest of nature. In faet,
it oonatitutes hin a man, a being distinctively different from other
b.hgh

Mr. Babbitt's thoories sre being r’ﬂoctnd in vhe world
through many channels, Thelr signifiocsnce cen beat be seen by
© noting thelr effeot on theose with whom he associated closslys
Perhaps William F. Maag, Jre Jmew hinm se intimately ae snyone, for
he lived in the Babbitt heme for several yeers while sttending
school at Harverd snd was numbered emong his students. s cites
this statemont es being highly icspirational te him:''To exercise
she will,” he Babbiit said, "to seleot e goel mné strive towsrd
that gosl through sll the diffioculties that beset you, that la
magouline.”' e writes furthsr:9

Fresdom of the will is therefore of primary importence in

Babbittts philosophy.ss Falth demends works, snd worke require
that one shell be fyree to sct. Christienity, Bsbbitt told us,
was surmed up in three principles of acstiene One should build
his houss upon & rook, By their frults ye shall know them, end
Render wnto Cassar the things that are Cagsar's smd mto God

the things thet are God's. Hoth Christ smd Buddha tsught thet
spiritual indolance is the chisf source of evii.

P Willliem F. Mamg, Jre, in Irving Babbitt: Mean end Teacher (edited
by Prederick Manchester and m«ap‘rd. Vew York, Ge F. Putnam's
Sons, 19“1)' p. 82.
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Louls Yeroler has written as follows:

Haaoe the extraordinary simifisenoce of the work of Irving
Babbitt and Paul Elmer iorees Begun as a preliminary %o literary
eriticiem, it has ewlved in conoentrie oirales to touch upon
every aspaot of oivilization. Pinding the literary oritie wable
to deal adequmtely with velues because he was without abiding
st dards with which to measure the manifoldness of shmnze, Babe
bitt had the persplossily, as we saw at the ocutset of this etudy,
to recopnise that "whether the oritilo ean judge, and if so by
what standerds, is only o form of the more general inguiry
whether the philosopher can discover sny wmifyinz principle to
oppose to mere flux snd relativity.” Theress naturelism 1» aves
man helpless in the flux of relativity, humenism would meke him
meater of that flux by lesding him e discover the abiding
principles within and without that flux snd % build on this
basis en ordered life snd civilization.

Md in expressing his judgment upon the walue of the humenism
1
of Irving Babbitt. Mr« Neroler has salds

7o Irving Bebbitt hamanism may de more than a half-way
house on the slope of spirituality. Bub whether on the slope
or the swmit, it surely is on a heizh® where men may ocommune
with God, rising above ths plain of nsturalism whers man is
satiafied to commume with himself.

10, louis J. A. Merocler, Locs GEit., pe 269,
lil Iouls Je A. &l‘ﬁi';p T5ce EIE!. Pe 177,



CHAPTER II
THE LIFE AND CAREER OF IRVING BABBITT

Irving Babbitt was born in Dayton, Ohio, August 2, 1865.1
His father was Dr. Edwin Dwight Babbitt and his mother Augusta
Darling Babbitt. At that time Dr. Babbitt end Mr. Abram Wilt were
in partnership in a business school which they founded in Dayton.
In later years he associated mostly with those to whom his son
referred to as the "lunatic fringe" of liberal groups. Irving hated
the "fuzzy minds and loose outlook on life," of the group and was
constantly irritated by his father's comnection with them. He
reacted against the conditions that these associations brought into
his life by a near open revolt., His mother was a mild-mannered and
pleasant woman, colorless and unassuming.

The Babbitt femily moved frequently during Irving's childhood,
and he remembered living in New York City and in East Orange, New

Jersey, where he attended public schools, In New York he sold papers

1. Except where other references are given, the material for
this chapter was taken from three socurces:
"Babbitt, Irving," in Twentieth=-Century Authors: A Biographical
Dictionary, edited by S. J. Junitz and H. Haycraft, (New York, H. W.
Wilson Compeny, 1942), pp. 55-56.

Babbitt, Dora D., "Biographical Sketeh", in Irving Babbitt: Man and
Teacher, edited by Frederick A. Manchsster and OdeIIShepard, (New York,
G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1941), p. 12.

Foerster, Norman, "Babbitt, Irving® in Dictionary of Americen Biography,
edited by Harris E. Starr, (New York, Charles Scribmer's Sons, 194}),
V61,21, Supplement 1, ppe 14=15
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on the streets, where he learned to hold his own with the rough
youngsters with whom he was forced to come in contact.

When Irving was about eleven years old, his mother died, and
her parents then took Irving, his younger sister Katharine, and his
older brother Tom to live with them on their farm near Cincinnati.
Here, his life was that of a typical farm lad. He attended a
district school, and spent his leisure time in the woods and fields.
He helped tl'-le tenant fermer pieck wvegetables and fruit and take them
to the city market.

When he was sixteen he took teachers! examinations, which he
pessed with high grades; this qualified him to teach in & district
school.? His father re-married and took Katharine and Irving agein
to his own home, which was in Cincinnati. Irving continued his
education in Woodward High School.

During one of the summers while still in high school Irving
worked as & reporter for one of the Cincinnati papers. This experi=-
ence. he counted very valuable, although in it. there were aspects
which were distasteful to him. He was assigned to a group who
covered police-court news. This brought him into contact with a
rough element whose conversation reflected their environment. The

roughness of the talk had no appeal for him.

2. I could not establish the fact of his having taught at
this time. Evidences seem to indicate the contrary.



T

A second summer he spent on the Wyoming ranch of his uncle
Albert Babbitt, in company with his brother Tom. Here he experi-
enced the real life of the cowboy, being in the saddle many days
from dewn to dark, and living very close to nature. He made many
trips to the big markets in Chicago, helping with the cattle en
route. He underwent many harrowing experiences during that summer.
For a long period of years, he carried a scar on his hand, where an
eagle, whose nest he was investigating, returning home end attacking
him, fastened her talons in his hand.

Irving spent more then the average time in high school.
After graduating he again enrolled and studied chemistry amnd civil
engineering. His parents had evidently made no plans for his
further education. It appears probable that this was due to lack
of money. The urge to learn remained strong within him, howsver,
and at the age of twenty, he ventured to enroll at Harverd. He was
aided financially by his uno:sles,3 Albert Babbitt, with whom he had
worked on the Wyoming ranch, and Thomes Babbitt of Dayton, Ohio.

It was characteristic of the boy that he went alone, and also that
he never used the letters of introduction given him by his uncles
end addressed to business friends of theirs.

His career in college was about the ordinary one, except for

the fect thet he was a more diligent student than the average. He

3. There is & variation of opinion as to the source of his
finencial aid. Some attribute it to his brother Tom. See
Living Authors: A Book of Biographies (The H. W. Wilson Company,
New York, 1931), pe 1k
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also seemed to have more inquisitiveness than his classmates, for
it is said that he always chose the foremost seat in the classroom
and asked so many questions that he oftentimes confused his
instructors. His classmates dubbed him "professors' helper .”

In his early study he was interested most in Greek and Latin,
After he had been abroad he became absorbed in French. It is said
that he was never interested in French character, which he did not
admire, bﬁt thet he was intensely interested in French intellect,
and the French Langguage.

One of the most important things Babbitt did while he was
still a student at Harvard was to taske his junior year abroad,
studying at the Sorbonne, in France. Undeterred by & shortage of
funds, he walked with a classmate through France and Spain, Italy
and Switzerland, down the Bhine and through Hollend. Then he
returned to Harvard, teking his B.A. in 1889.

In this same ysar he accepted a position on the faculty of
the University of Mon‘bana,h which wes then a small, new school in
Deer lodge. He spent two years in this position, and then he went
ebroad to study in Paris at the Sorbonne. Following this, he
returned to Harvard, where he continued his orientel studies under

Professor Lanmen. At that time he met Elmer More, with whom he was

4. Most of his biographers overlook this work and give his
position at Williams College as his first teaching experience. I
choose to believe it is an authentic statement, for it is recorded
by Dore Mary Drew, who became his wife.
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associated, directly or indirectly, for the rest of his life. He
received his M. A, in 1893.

In the fall of 1893 Irving Babbitt became an instruetor in
Komance languages at Williems College in lieu of Professor lorton,
who was on leave of absence for the year, Here he taught Spanish,
French, and Italian, and also a course 9n Dante for upperclassmen.,
His youthful appearance caused him to be misteken for a student
many times,l and was the source of emusing situations.

Harvard celled him to her staff in 189/, and he taught
there the remainder of his life. He was made assistant professor
in the French Department in 1902 and full professor in 1912,

In 1900 he married Dore Drew in Iondon. Two children were
born to them: Esther, in 1901, and Edward Sturges, in 1903, His
married life seems to have been one of mutual satisfaction.

His meny years of teaching at Harverd were relieved by an
occasionel trip abroad, and by a great deal of traveling and lecturing
all over the United States. He gave exchange lectures at Amherst,
Stanford, Yale, the University of Toronto, and Kenyon College.5
In 1907-08, he was granted his first sabbatical leave. Part of it
he spent in Paris and part he spent walking through the BEnglish Lake
eountry of Wordsworth and Coleridge. In 1923 he made amother trip.

This time he was exchenge professor at the Sorbonne. One trip,

5. He also gave shorter series of lectures in other colleges
end universities; for example, he lectured at the University of
Wisconsin in 1922.
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in 1928, was taken just for pleasure, and he enjoyed it in
Italy, France, Greece, and England.

Many honors were conferred upon Irving Babbitt. He
was made a corresponding member of the French Institute in
1926. In 1930 he was elected to the American Academy of Arts
and Letters. He was an honorary member of the Harvard Chapter
of Phi Beta Kappa and was a fellow of the American Academy of
Arts and Sciences. In June, 1932, less than a year before
his death, he received the honorary degree of Doctor of Humane
Letters from Bowdoin College.

Mention has previously been made of the most important
lecture engagements of Mr. Baboitt. On the platform he was
an energetic and resolute speaker., With a promptitude of
classical allusion, a depth of research, a profuse ability to
gquote, and a sincere and unwavering faith in the precepts he
advocated, he made a strong and lasting impression on all who
listened, whether they agreed with his views or not.

His own manner of speech was of the substantial order,
straightforward, unadorned, unimaged, owing its flashes
of color either to quotations artfully interwoven or to
the antics of a playful humor, which in lighter vein

egaled itself by caricaturing and distorting any il -
vgical statement or any lapse from good sense in one's
hurried interjections. He had, in dialoguing, & mis-
chievous fondness for playing out the game of argument
to a finish and inflicting a sudden and disastrous
checkmate on any unwary advances of his opponent--a

process not always relished by those whose sense of
humor was less active than his own.,

6. Giese, William F., in Irving Bebbitt: Men and
Teacher, edited by Frederick A. Manchester and Qdell Shepard
[New York, G. P. Putmam's Sons, 1941), px 12s
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A photograph of lur. Babbitt would be an intsresting
contribution to this discourse, for there is ~nuch of attractive-
ness in his face. Harry Salpeter wrote a vivid descrintion of
him,.

His a»pearence gives the clus to his character. It

is that of & strong ren touched by agee....but sustained
by something like faith. e 1s rather above wmedlum
heizht, a fact that is not obvious be suse o¢f his
inclination to walk with a sli _ht stoop, and his arms
give the iioression of hanging luosely from his shoulderse.
His face is rather long aad concave. He has a strong
Jew and tre thlin hard line cf his lips seconds the
impression of decision. I'e has a large forehead
beneath which his eyes look out clearly eand o: ldly.

He speaks delibzsrately, forcefully, not harshly, but

as one who misht be impaticnt of interruntion or
disaisrserient.

He is said to hevec been a 1ost even=-teup red ..an, never
out of humor, never bored, never denending change or divi rsiomn.
He refused to be verturbed by the little triv.alities that
averaze p rscns allow themsslves to be ammoyed with. He directad
his own course, calmly and ¢ mtemplatively. e joined no clubs
or societies; he did not often go to a theater; he Look no »jart
in sports. e had a strong avsrsion for seutiient., This was
evidencad in his own versonal contacts as well as in his criticism
or literaturs. .omen occuvied sc small a place in his life that
one wonders how he ever attracted the girl who became his wife,

and who remeined the desirable companion that she was to hin o

the end.

7. Living Authors: A Book of Biographies, (Jew York,
"he H, 7. Alson Comrany, 1931), p. l4.
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Professionally, Irving Babbitt cormended much respect.

His chief intsrest was in the promulgation of the school of
ethics and philcsophy which is identifiable by the tcrm
"Humanism'. A number of scholarly essays have come from his

pen on the subject. There is something of the Greek influence
reflected in his work and life: "nothing too much." His
childhood influences are perhaps responsible for his opposition
to romanticism and naturalism. e was thoroughly classical in his
outloo! and he reached into every province from literature to
religicn in his studies. de was a brilliant scholar, who was
femiliar with a vast amount of internetional literature.

Personally hc was not ambitious or egotistical although
some of his more violently oppesed critics charged him with
being so. He was kindly and sympathetic ever theouzh he held
dogmaticelly to his own owninions. He was modest in his judguent
of his own literary powers.

As a writsr his chief distinction is in his philosophical
criticisms. He has many admirers and likewise meny adverse criticse.
His point of view is both sustained and attacked. -.e set it forth
in ccnversation, in essays, in lectures, and in books. FHis buocks

consist of the following: Literature and the American College,

The New Laokoon, The i asters of ilcdern French Criticism,

Tousseau and Romenticism, Democracy and Leadership, -emd

q . 5 . il
French Literaturey On 3eing Creative :nd Other kssays, (ne Dhammapade s
J N

Jith tn Usszy on Buddha ~“nd fhe Occident, =nd Spanish Che¢ractesr and

Other Tiscayvs,



CHAPTER IIX

IRVING BABBITT'S NHy-HUMANISM AS
REVEALED BY A SURVEY OF HIS BOOKS AND OTHER WRITINGS
To acquire en intimate and full acquainteance with Irving Babbitt
through the single medium of his writings is practically impossible,
if one may trust the judgment of those who kmew him personally. The
fact that this is the cormon opinion of those who were thus
fortunate enough to know him leads one to believe that it is true.
Among the many who have voiced their opinion on this subject is
Dr. Myrta McGinnis, who deems it a privilege to have attended some
of his lectures; among the many who have recorded such opinions is
T. S. Eliot, who claimed a friendship with him for a period of many
years. Mr. Eliot wrote an editorial, on the occasion of lr. Babbitt's
death, in which he said:
Those who know Babbitt only through his writings,
and have had no contect with him as a teacher and friend,
will probably nct be able to appreciate the greatness
of his work. For he was primarily and always a teacher
and a talker. He combined rare charm with great force:
so that those who knew him will always remember his
foibles with affection, and cherish the memory of ?is

brusqueness when other men's suavity is forgotten.

Further likeness of opinion is expressed in the writing of

Austin Warren.

1. Irving Babbitt: Man and Teacher, edited by Frederick llanchester
and Gdell Shepard (New York, G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1941), p. 101,
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What will become of Babbitt's books, all of them dic-
tated in the pungent, vigorous idiom of his lectures,
it is difficult to pronounce; and, as for one who heard
his voice it is impossible to read without seeing and
hearing the ma.n behind the page, such a one must refrain
from prophecy.

As & preliminary to a consideration of Babbitt's first book,
let us note the author's approach to its writing. It is interesting
to read the impressions of Frank Jewett Mather, who, like Babbitt,
taught his first year at Williams College in 1893-1894. Mr. liather
wrote:

As I recall the companionship of that year, Irving
Babbitt's later watchwords were not then formulated.
Rousseau had not yet attained his sinister pre-eminence;
Babbitt seldom mentioned hime. The word humenism wes
rarely on his lipsees His concern was rather with the
problem of education as the major part of culture.

PO O PPV OECPPINRNP R0 00000000000 RCRRBRNRNNEINRPITITRRRIPPOIRERIOIOIES

The summer of 1895 we spent together at Florencees..
He was now thirty years old, and the materials and points
of view of his first book were nearly ready, though it was
to be twelve years before Literature and the American College
saw the light. What had happened in the meantime was a greater
emphasis on the word and idea of humenism.

Literature and the Americen College
In 1908 Babbitt published his first book. 3t 15 atidl

regarded by many, including the writer, as one of the most readable
and as one of the best of his works. There are two reasons why it

merits this judgment: first, because it sets forth the author's

2. Ibid-, p.?l?i ]

3. I_’_b_l:_do, pp-uo"l{‘ét

: shits, 'v3 and the fmerican College
(Beston, Houghton ..__fhn bcmpany, r, 1610),




2
creed=-a creed from which he never deviated; second, because all of
his remaining work was a more or less strengthened and expended
repetition of the same doctrines,

One can feel the influence of Socrates, from whom he quotes,
in the first chapter: "Think rightly and right acting will follow."
The American, says Babbitt, reverses this order even if he ever thinks
at all. He attributes this partly to the fact that we have takeﬁ s0
much energy énd time for the "organizing and operating® of an
educational institution that it has left us little time for thought.
The rest of the chapter is devoted to his interpretation of the word
thumanism,' as discussed in the introduction to this discourse.

Chapter two presents Bacon and Rousseau, whom Babbitt
classifies as humeniterians. In regard to naturalists he says they
are of two divisions=-the sentimental and the scientifier Wordsworth
being strongly representative of the first group, and Bacon, of the
second. Rousseau, he states, is the sentimental naturalist of the
eighteenth century, who preceded Wordsworth. The direct influence
of the period of the Rennaissance on naturalism, he said, was powerful,
It beceme effective when it united with the movement to broaden
knowledge aﬁd sympethy emong the people of Eurppe during the later
eighteenth century. Babbitt differed with Bacon's belief that full
knowledge could net be attained by individuals. He objected to Rousseau's
netion of elevating humen liberty beyond the limits of discipline or
constraint. The precept of the humanist is a strong devotion to self=

discipline, acting on himself as an individual, and being tested by
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what he refrains from doing as well as by what he does. He will
insist on a "distinction between energy and will.* He will likewise
demand & balance between sympathy end selection, and will guard against
an excess of both, if he follows Babbitt's ideas,~ restrained liberty
and & sympathetic selection. "Without the inner prineiple éf restraint
man can only oscillate between oppogite extremes.”

His third chapter deals with "Literature and the College." 1In
education, he says, liberty should be tempered with restraint.

Unrestricted freedom among college students leads to disasters.
He advocates the group selection of studies and warns against the
pitfalls of premature specialization. The present trend is toward
®something of everything for everybody" rather then, as formerly, a
selective something for the socially &lite. Mr. Babbitt asserts this
democratic attitude will do much to overcome snchbbery, and give all
a more equal chance. He favors the idea of giving the brillient
students every possible advantage, for in them, he sees the leaders
of the future. He frowns upon hero worship of athletes. He advocates
fairness without favors, and grades established by judgment,not
sympathy. He insists that there be a blending of aristocracy end
democracy. Standard subjects, selected by capable leaders, should bse
offered; too much variety in the wntried results in educational
impressionists. "Choose things," he says, *that will reflect in some
measure the totel experience of the race as to things permesnently
importent to its essential nature." Common sense may be the guide;

production of men of quality may be the result, he asserts.
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lirs Babbitt frcwns upon thz nction of the three-jcar schene
for cumpleting colleges. He says it is of small consequenc: as conpars
with the qualitative virsus the quantitive basis. Lo the radicals,
the degree means that a men "has exnended a certain number of
intellectual units of ener;y." To the mere discerning it shculd
represcnt the amount and intensity of "the intellectual current and
resictance ov.rcouc.® TDoctor's degrzes necan too much to college
oresidsats, ﬁe states, and he expresses an individual preferencs for
the well-read teacher, a thorough acquaiantance with the classics
being necessary to satisfy his requircments. A4n avt knowled
the modsrn lansuagcs nlus & workeble knowledge of ths classics is the
best foundation for any teacher, becausw, he says, they are all related
to life. hethsr ir. Zabbitt is entirely conviancing or nos, he has
at lea.t accimplishea The result of making his r aders think on soue
very pert.ment aspects of education.

In his chaoter on "Literavure and thas Doctor's legree' .,
Sabbitt begins his discours: with an arzw ent against the suoposition
that litersturs is sissified., throuch all of the beok references are
frecuently made to a quotation from aaerson which 3abbitt accepted in
its entirety as a doctrine for satisfying living.

There are two laws discretes
.lot reconciled,
Law fer man, a.d lew for thing;
But it runs wild,
ind dcth the man unking.
Language, seys “abbitt, falls under philelogy--law for thing;

the law for :an is anvliceble t. literature. The thing to be desired
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in teacher training is that it be literary. & teacher should be
well able to emphasize the rslation between literature and thought.
Xeither an extreme of aesthetic refinement ncr of philological industry

is desirable. uch can be zgleaned from the literature or the ..:glish

and the Irench; they both have older "1ih oory Graditions" than

Germany. Ie says, "The hwnanist who - :v.r: colleze teaching is
confronted w .th neny difficulti- . -2 finds literature, ancient
and mod=ra, conirclled by a v 1:l.glcal syndicate, a histeory

dehumanized by abuse of scientific methcd."

He closes this chapter with a »lea for academic recogniticn
fer the men whe can pressut a "plausible nixture of vhilology and
inpressionism," and a suzgestion that Jerhaps a good substitube may
be found for the -he Le wualificutions fcr such a dsgrze, lic says,
should lay "stress on aesthetic appreciativen ss and lingulstic

accuracy, but would insist above all on wide reading awnc the power

SO a

n

to relate this readin_ to forn the foundation for disciplined

Judgm.ont."
In the chapter eatitlsd, “ihe Reticnal Study of vhe Classics®
Babbitt writes: "As the field of ancient literature is more and more

compietely coverad, the vision of the special investigator must become

mere and more microsconic.®

5. Une feels in this statemeant a refereacc to his own nsrsonal
experiences. 2t Harvard, as in many other hmerican graduate schools,
the doctoratz in mglish long demanded extensive studies in philology
with only minor attention to the study of literature.
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As applied to a study of literature this statement gains in
significance with meditation. He believes that such an assignment
as the doctoral dissertaﬁion should test the range as well as the
exactness of the writer's knowledge., All study and all writing should
reflect the general culture of the verson, as well as his special
proficiency, "his familiarity with ideas as with words, and his mastery
of the spirit, as well as of the mechanism of the ancient languages."
He asserts that the avergge Huropeanscharacterize +the American student
as having %"a dry, lexicographical hebit of mind," and feels that, in
the main, they are fully justified in so doing.

In the study of the classics, the student should set his aim
at assimilation, and not at the mere accumulation of knowledge. He
emphasizes the importance of bridging the gep bétween Greek and Roman
literature, end between these and the literature of the world today.
Bebbitt was a firm believer in the interpretation and understanding
of the present as reflected ageinst the background of the paste.

The two chapters "Ancients and lioderns* and "On Being Original®
are more closely related than are any of the others in the book. The
former can best be swmarized by its own diction. "Modern language
will escape from the suspicion of being a cheap substitute for the
treditional discipline only when taught with due reference to the
classical background by men who are themselves good classical scholars."
In the latter, Mr. Babbitt states thet the chief aim of the classic
and the neo-classic art was to be representative; the chief aim of

the modern art is to be original. He emphasizes his ettitude toward
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the value of the classics by quoting a passage from Sainte-

Beuve
raise
tals,

clude

with which he agrees: "From time to time we should
our eyes to the hill-tops, to the group of revered mor-
and ask ourselves: What would they say of us?" We con-

from this work that Mr. Babbitt discounts the average
believes

person's ability to be original, butAthat it may be acquired,

the best method being to establish a background through care-

ful and inteénsive reading of the masters. He says:

The most practical way of promoting humanism is to

work for a revival of the almost lost art of reading.

As a rule the humene man will be the one who has a mem-
ory richly stored with what is best in literature, with
the sound sense perfectly expressed which is found only

in the masters. Conversely, the decline of humanism and
the growth of Roussesuism has been markedgby a steady
decline in the higher uses of the memory.

The last chapter, "Academic Leisure," gives advice for

all those per sons who become involved in work and make no time

or place in their lives for relaxation or reflection. Too much

action and too little thought are characteristics of Americans

in general, and of teachers in particular, says Mr. Babbitt.

Be closes with a thought gleaned from an ancient writer:

If we ourselves ventured on an exhortation to the

American people, it would rather be that of Demosthenes 4
to the Athenians:;"In God's name,I beg of you to think."

6. Babbitt, op. cit., p.190.

7. Ibidyp.210.



The New Lackoon
One is challengend to a careful reading of Irving Babbitt's
books by his own statement of the function of books in generals
Says Babbitt: "The function of books is to teach us to despise
thm'o

Mr, Giese interprets this statement by saying:

That has an obscurantist ring, but the mexim was evidently
interpreted in & scundly ocnservative fashion by one who
renewed his conteupt for books by daily end hourly contpct
with them, though always cn a markedly selectivs basia,

Perhaps The New Laokoon® has challenged more resders than

has any other of Irving Babbitt's bookss Interesting in eubjeot
material, blunt in style, opposed in its message %o several popular
twentietheoentury trends, it was the target of muoh cantroversy soon
after its publication, and oontinues to remain sc,

The first challenge was thrust at his seeming presumpion in
imitating the great Lessing., The gensral reading public desmed it
bold and yash B0 chooge & topie after the notables Germen oritio; but
presumptucus though it may have been, they were to shange their
opinions and reverse the deolgion. Ths eritle of the eighteenth

8y Glese, ¥illiam Fe, in I Babbitt: Man and Teache
{edited by Frederick Hanchester and ggsﬁ Shepard, New York,
Gs P, Putnan's Sons, 1941), pe 5

7+ Ibide

8. Babbits, Irving, The New Lackoon (Boston end New York,
Houghton Mifflin Oomn;g, 1510,
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century lost some prestige; Irving Babbitt was coming into his own.

The New Laokodn is written with a sub-title: An Essay on the

Confusion of the Arts, which in itself is indicative of the content.

As a study of comparative literature, both in the pseudo=classic and
in the romantic field, the book is important. It is written in the
spirit of the West, but with much emphasis on the East. As statéd
before, all six of Babbitt's published books are a variation of the
same theme. His particular theme for this volume was based on his
conclusion that the romentics, who he thought were led chiefly by
Rousseau, enlarged upon the ideas and functions of liberty and
sympathy, to such an extent thet ithe¥ carried over into all of the
arts in a confused application. We have followed out, Mr. Babbitt
says, something of the romantic confusion which beceme marked in the
nineteenth century.  This particular type of confusion arose from
the efforts of writers to get the effects of music or of painting

through the medium of words.

1X . One gets a clearer and more detailed conception of the
author's meaning on this point from other sources in which he
discusses the works of specific writers. From an article which
he called "The Primitivism of Wordsworth," I quote:

Fmotionalism as & substitute for thought is implied
indeed in Wordsworth's definition of poetry as "a spon-
taneous overflow of powerful feelings." A poet should
be & man who has thought long and deeply. Thoughts are
the representatives of all our past feelings.

Irving Babbitt, "The Primitiveness of Wordsworth," The
Bookman, 74:10-11, Sept., 193l.
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Irving Babbitt does not frown unrelentingly upon imitation,
but he does insist that it be kept in a particular category. He
says, "Imitation is the pivotal word of the 'Poetics'"lg end as
such carries much influence. He is in agreement with this ancient
author in his belief that nature is the prime pattern worthy of
imiteting, end that models are next in rank. He says that the plot
in writing is of corresponding value to the design in painting.

In his chapter dealing with Lessing, he expresses agreement
with the German critic's interpretation of the function of the
critic, in so far as he says it is the setting up of "definite
standards and a rational discipline." And then he says: "If the
Germans are to justify the high claims they make for Lessing as a
critic they must make it on.ground other than his intellect, his
originality, or the fineness of his taste." o_ne wonders what other
ground might be left as a foundation upon which a eritic might build,
end at this point might deduce thet Babbitt held Lessing in light
esteem. At a later page he .gives us his personal opinion in these
wcrds; LHe [Lessing] is a great critic, but & greater character.®

It is interesting to consider Babbitt's own ideas as to the
funetion of & critic. In dealing with a writer, especially with so
systematic and lucid a one as Babbitt, one can hardly do better than
to quote. In conversation with G. R. Elliott, he explained his idees

on the subject.

12, The "Poetics" of Aristotle.
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A critic must understend his function. He dare not aim
at future readers. Of course any writer who is worth his
salt hopes to be read after his death. But it is the critic's
business to grapple with the age in which he lives and give
it what he sees it needs.

It is distinctively this attitude that is manifested in

The New Laokoon. Bebbitt saw the particular needs of twentieth-century

criticism as being a fair judgment of subject material, & cold and
analytical consideration of composition as regarded for structure
end style, a sharp curtailment of emotionalism, and e thorough
appreciation for its value as applicable to life. He discounted
the theory of spontaneity)as being & detriment to writing, substituting
thoughtful consideration in its stead. He regarded Ré%seau as the
greatest single figure in emotional reaction, ‘calling him the "great
apostle of the original and the spontaneous." He characterized Neo=-
classicism in France by comparing it with the dancing master, at
one extreme, and Aristotle at the other. He scoffed at the idea
expressed by Rousseau that man should not think, and urged the
doctrine expounded by Plato that man should use his intellect to
step ahead.

Confusion of the arts, Mr. Babbitt asserts, is due also to
an overlapping of implied suggestiveness. The poet tries to paint
things rather than write them. Artists try to impress their public
by placing before them pictures in which they have tried to suggest
sounds through color. In music the artist strives to produce color
and action. In this art, Babbitt expresses the opinion that the

artist is less successful, the suggestiveness being less certain in
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music than in 1iterature.13 He concludes by saying that each of the
arts has its natural limits. Extreme overlapping results in

undesirable confusion. ZEach can be appreciated within its own

bounds.
The Masters of Modern French Critieism

An eviable reputation as & scholar of French Literature is
accorded Irving Babbitt by both opponents end proponents of his ideas

in general. His book, The Masters of Modern French Criticsm,lg

forcefully reveals his right to such acclaim. It is a thorough study
of French critics of the nineteenth century, plus a somewhat more
limited discussion of the modern critics, and their aims and
accomplishments. In the preface to this volume Babbitt says in part:
What I have tried to do in this volume is not to criticise
criticism, at best & somewhat languid business, but to criticise
critics, which may be a far more legitimate task, especially if
the eritics happen to be, as in the present case, among the most
vital and significant personalities of their time... To study
Sainte-Beuve and the other leading French critics of the
nineteenth century is therefore to get very close to the
intellectual center of the century.
Babbitt called the present trend of reaction toward the

classics *anti-intellectualistic* and asserted that it could be best

understood by studying the background. He recognized in it a withdrawal

13. Babbitt did not lay claim to any adeptness in music
appreciation or im any ability as a musician,

i#. Babbitt, irving, The llasters of lModern French Criticism,
(Boston and lew York: Houghton Wifflin Company, 1912).
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from the dogmatic naturalism that loomed so strong in the latter
half of the nineteenth century. He also noted a reaction egainst
the scientific positivism that had characterized the whole century.
Plato seems to be a dominant figure in his thinking in this regard.

In his treatment of the Frenmch critics, in this book, Mr.
Babbitt judges the work of the authors individually. The first
whom he considers is Mademe de Steél. In many instances Babbitt
himself has stepped aside and allowed the author to present her
opinions to us in her own words., Characteristic of her main view-
point is her attitude toward progress, which is highly commendable,
in the opinion of Mr. Bebbitt. "Nothing in life should be stationary
and art is petrified when it no longer changes," Agein in agreement
with Mr, Babbitt she states that literature reflects all changes of
importance. She refers especially to the profound changes in the
character of the French as caused by the Revolution and portrayed
through their literature. Babbitt pays her high tribute, acknow-
ledging in her even more than the proverbial intuitiveness generally
accorded women. He saw in her a disciple of nature although she
was outwardly opposed to Rousseau. Her chief interest was in people
as being representative of their country, and Mr. Babbitt admired
her ability to depict the likenesses as well as the differences of her
countrymen., She was particularly interested in the German people and
characterized them with fine distinction. "We advance by looking
backward," said Madame de Stadl, and again she struck a responsive

chord in Mr. Babbitt. In this way, they both agreed, imitation might
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be avoided. In the matters of spontaneity and originality, there
was & variance of opinion between the two, Mademe de Stasl upholding
their virtues. Babbitt was likewise opposed to her ideas on
formalism, to which she was strongly opposed. Toward the end of
the chapter Babbitt again refers to her aptness in showing national
individuality, saying that she did much to stimulate nsetional
sentiment, and that she had a powerful influence in undermining
formalisn5e;pecially in the drama,

In Joubert, Babbitt sew and praisea an ornate conciseness of
style, which fact is interesting because he did not usually pay much
attention to style, content being of more consequence, in his opinion.
Babbitt regarded Joubert as an abls critic. Although he was an
invalid, he met many difficult demends of life, occasioned by the
Reign of Terror, with much fortitude, reflecting in his writing a
keen understanding and appreciation of life. Of him, Mr. Babbitt
wrote: "Men tend to come together in proportion to their intuitions
of the One; in other words, the true unifying principle of mankind is
found in the insight of its sages. We ascen®d to meet." In their
attitude on religion Babbitt records some disagreement. He again
guotes: "Religion is neither a theology nor a theosophy; it is more
then all that; a discipline, a lew, & yoke, an indissoluble
engagement.® To Babﬁitt religion is & disecipline for the individual,
not a lew imposed by a church. This gquotation from Joubert gives us
cause to reflect that Babbitt himself was & great and just critiec,

in ellowing Joubert to state creeds in opposition to his (Babbitt's)
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theories, and still say of him that he was a great critic and that
he had "standerds and held them fluidly."

Like Joubert, Babbitt emphasizes the importance of the study
of the classics,and he was fond of Joubert's remark: "“The great
drawback of new books is that they keep us from reading the old
ones."

In his consideration of Chateaubriand, Babbitt recognizes =
great similarity to Byron, particularly in their sympethetic adherence
to Rousseau. In comparing him with Mademe de Stael, Babbitt says it
was the role of the Madame to understand and to impart to her readers
that same understanding, while the role of Chateaubriand was to feel

and teach others to feel. As a writer he chose selected nature,
enlivened by a keen imagination, as & medium for his best work, which
field Babbitt thinks rather unworthy of so great an artist. In his
critical works Chateaubriand covered a broad field. The classical,
pseudo-classical, and romantic were all well done, in the opinion of
Mr. Babbitt, but he praised him most fém his work in the romantic field.

His interpretations of the influences that affected the
growth of religion, Mr. Babbitt says, are of great and lasting
significence. In part his ideas were as follows: The eighteenth
century was a very inferior one, the chief cause being the lack of
religion. It was "irreligious because it was unimaginetive, and
unimeginative because it was over-analytical.®

Mr. Babbitt could not reconcile himself to this reasoning, but

nevertheless sew in it a strong influence. He censures Chateaubriand
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for his slight regard for the high principles and truths of Christianity,
saying that he gleans from it more of an aesthetic charm then a
creed by which to shape his living.

Chateaubriand excelled in his work which présented his
conceptions of the relation of art and literature, in the opinion
of Mr. Babbitt.

Mr. ngbitt calls Sainte-Beuve.;ane of the most colorful of the
French critics of this period, and attributes this feature to .fhe
variety of his experiences, specifically in religion. A%t an early
age Sainte-Beuve became thoroughly informed in the Catholic doctrines.
Later he was influenced by Jansenism and Calvinism. If we look
further into the background then Mr. Babbitt takes us, we will ses
that Sainte-Beuve received his early schooling under & good humenist,
but he seemedto deviate from the course of huranism as set forth by
Babbitt, at least through the middle years o'f his 1life. Then his
hold upon Christianity gave way to a stronger humanistic tendency.

Mr, Babbitt regarded his nearest approach to definiteness as being
tied to the ideas he held about scientific progress, his faith in
its advance being strong.

Mr. Babbitt denounced many of the personal things that Sainte-
Beuve allowed to come into his life as a man, remembering in
particular incidents which linked him too intimately with the wife
of Victor Hugo. As & critic he held him in high esteem, saying of
him: n"Now Seinte-Beuve was not only & literary to his finger-tips,

but as he got away from the special atmosphere of the romantic movement,
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he became more and more classical." He classified him as an
“aesthetic humenist®;)recognizing that he lived in an age when it
was hard to *adjust claims of the real and the ideal in ardt¢, He
appraised his critical literature by saying that he has shown
"perfect tact and measure and good sense against the extreme'i.’} He
particularly noted approvel of Sainte-Beuve's high regard for the
truth., In his consideration of his work, he quoted Sainte-Beuve's
own statement of his aims in literary criticism: “to introduce into
criticism a certain charm and along with it more reality than had been
put into it previously;“ and expressed the opinion thet in thes
statement of aim there was merit for the noblest of erities. He
especially saw much worthiness in Sainte-Beuve's protests against
the dangers and excesses of scientific na‘bura,lisn:t.l5

Sainte-Beuve's later work was more expressive of his notion
that literature was a medium for depieting the characteristics and
impressions of society. He regarded the author himself as a very
vital part of the work, appraising him closely as an individual.
His method of attack was from the author to the book, from the book
to the individual, and from the individual to the race. This all-
inclusive outlook made him very vital as a critie, .in the opinion of

Mr. Babbitt. He said of him: "He is at once the best read and the

13%. Other reviewers divide the critical works of Sainte-Beuve
into three divisions: militant romenticism, comprehensive
impressionism, and humenism. See: Smith,‘ J« H. and Parks, Z.W.,

The Great Critics (New York: W. ii. Norton & Company, Inc., 1939),

ppe 592-595.
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least bookish of criticsis

Compared with Sainte-Beuve, Babbitt thought Scherer was
inferior. This was due, in part, he said to the narrower environ-
ment in which he lived. He attacked him rather severely for his
strong belief that progress was in sure and rapid decline, and for
his emotionalism regarding religion. He praised his reverence for
truth as a quality in itself, but doubted that he commended a
comprehensiw.re understanding. His interests were in generalizations
rather than in particulars. His principal contribution to the field
of literary criticism, Mr. Babbitt judged, lay in the light he gave
on spiritual crises of the century. In these matters he recognized
solid worth in him as a critic,.

Of Taine, Mr, Babbitt thought less than of the others
previously mentioned. He thought that he w=s prematurely quick in
his judgments and too rabid in his expression of them. Babbitt
judged him to be the victim of outer circumstances, which, in itself
represented a weakness, to him. He was fatalistic in his attitude.
His having lived in the period of the revolution had caused him to
recoil from brutality, and the resultant gentleness was reflected in
his work. He was far too detailed in his writing to please so curt
a person as Mr. Babbitt. His last works, Babbitt said, reflected an
1exaggerated determinism" that was a recoil from the opposite
direction. His books were “works of the minds of men," written in
the spirit of his own time. MNr. Babbitt did not predict a lasting

influence from them.
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"The eritic's business as once conceived was to judge with
reference to a definite standard and then to enforée his deeisions
by his personal weight and authority." So said Renan at a
comparatively early period in his writing career. later he said:
"Pormerly every man had & system; he lived and died by it: now
we pass successively through all systems, or, better still,
understand them all at once."

Mr. Babbitt agreed with this attitude and saw in the
expression of Renan a quick and discerning appreciativeness.

Renan like Babbitt founded his study of man, not on intro=-
spection, but on evidences of language and history. Likewise they
both judged the present against the background of the past. Renan
said that the most important book of the nineteenth century should
be a oritical history of the origins of Christianity. This statement
was made in his youth; he devoted thirty years of his life to its
accomplishment, His attitude toward life in general was that the
individual was obligated to society first, to himself second,
Babbitt said of him:

Any study of him would be singularly incomplete that

failed to do justice to his greatness as an artist. He
owes his pre-eminent place in recent literature even
less, perhaps, to his importance as a thinker than to
the perfection of his literary workmanship, to a finish
of form that is rare in French prose, and still rarer in
English.

Our total judgment of Renan may be swmed up by saying
that, though he is a great influence, he -has few of the
quelities of a great philosopher, but many of the qualities
of a great historian, and nearly all the qualities of a

great artist.
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Brunetidre was the last critic of this period about whom
Babbitt undertook en estime. He judged that he was at his best
as a historian. He approved of his reaction against the naturalism
of the century, and also of his protests against the absorption of
man into nature.

In summary Babbitt said:

Whet we are seeking is a critic who rests his discipline
and selection upon the past without being a mere tradition=-
alist; whose holding of tradition involves a constant
process of hard and clear thinking, a constant adjustment,
in other words, of the experiences of the past to the
chenging needs of the present.

These standards were closely allied to French ideas, he

thought, and also expressed a belief that the French influence
in literary criticism has been stronger than that of any other
natione.

Our ideal critic, then would need to combine the
breadth and versatility and sense of differsnce of a
Seainte~Beuve with the elevation and insight end sense
of unity of an Emerson. It might be prudent to add of
this eritic in particular what #merson has said of man
in general, that he is a golden impossibility.

Rousseau and Romanticism
Nearly all of the titles of Mr. Babbitt's books are mis=

leading because they are not completely suggestive of the content.

Rousseau and Romanticisml‘:is no exception in this respect. It

presents a criticism of literature and civilization from the

14. Babbitt, Irving, Rousseau and Romenticismy (New York,
Houghton ifflin, 1919).
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eighteenth century down through the years to the time in which
he wrote the book. In this period he found very little that he
thought good, end very much thet he thought bads In literature he
condemned expressionism and imagism, in particular. He said there
was intellectual confusion, "moral indolence," and a "crowning
stupidity of the Ages," all resulting in the World War. He
deplored the fact that "the analytical intellect* had been suppressed.
He denounced. recent and current philosophers so emphatically as to
border on rudeness. He accused Professor John Dewey and his
followers of "guffering from en advanced stage of naturalistic
intoxication.®* The new realists, he said, were "flat on their
faces before the man of science=-surely an undignified attitude
for a philosophers" ¢®Modern philosophy} he called "bankrupt," and
said the "total tendency of the CGccident at present is away from
rether then toward civilization." He expressed the idea that
civilizetion had been on a rapid decline, since the time of Rousseau.

Rousseau, in Bebbitt's opinion, was the source of most of the
evils of the age through his philosophy of the return to nature. The
emotionalism of the century, as expressed in literature and in the
social attitudes of humenitarienism, he attributed to influences of
Rousseau; he also felt that emotionel nationalism and internationalism
could be traced back to Rousseau.

Mr. Bebbitt called romenticism %emotional realism." And with
humor, he said, "Realism is merely romantioigm going on all fours."

The tendency toward romenticism, he recognized as being humen, more
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strengly so in the Teutonic races than in the French. %o = degree,
there is good in rcmanticism, he thought, but when carried to excess
it led to naturalism. UThes tendency of the romantic sroup to
substitute feeling for virtuous action was particularly distasteful
to Babbitt. In place of it he wculd have us apply the classical
rule of reason end the law of msasure. _veryone, he insisted, must
feel moral responsiblity. Yo naturalism, he attributed most of the
evils of theAmodern wcrlde The scientific naturalism of the Bacenian,
the emotional naturelism of Zcusseau, and the »essimistic naturelism
of such writers as Zola and Tolstoy-all nut too much stress on the
"law for thing" and tco little on the "law fcr ;.an'. £11 of this

wid
group weredbad influence because they tended to dehumenize man,
and because they put the emshasis on menkird as e whole and not on
the individual. Babbitt thought the whole of humenity, at the time
he wrcte ths beolk, was "wallowin: in a trcugh of naturelism.®
iiaturslism, with its theory of Jdet. ruiin. sn, excused the Iadividual
frem morel struggle. The prirary need of wan, in th s respect, he
said was a strength w thin hirself to decide between 'vrs' and ‘no.?
©1is power he referred to in this book as in many of hls other works
as the "inner check." Lo mcguire this restraint, he said, man may
turn to the classics or to relizion for ingpiration, but sffert is
nececssary to obtain it from either source. He said the wise;tigf all
ages hed recognized a pow r in T2 univsrse that was stron_er than they.

Cf particulsr interest in chis volume is . r. Babbitt's treatuaent
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Of particular interest in this volume is !Mr. Bebbitt's treatment
of romentic melancholy.l7 "llappiness for the romenticist ," says
re Bebbitt, "is achieved, so far as it is schisved st all, in dream-
lend." Frofesser Babbitt in.erprets the Roussesuistic idess of
happiness by seyiny thst haopiness 1s to be sou ht in ths free pley
of the emotions and of imn-ination,lawith the result that the

romenticist is sstisfisd by neither society nor solitude.

The irony of ell this, seys Habbitt, is that this burning
with indefirite desire results for the romsrticist rot in
heopiness but in wretchedness. 'A movement which be . zn by
assertin - the rocdness of man snd the lovelinecs of neture
ernded by producin- the jreatest literature cof despeir the
worla hss ever seen.' This quest for hepniness throuth the
free pley of the passions must inevitsbly result in melancholy.
If the quest for the superlutive moment is ursuccessful,
disappointment and melancholy result. If the quest is
sunccessful, the individuel must psy the penslty fcr the
enjoyment of the superl-tive moment by s succ-edin languor
when the ordinery rounc of life seems pelc and insivide*”

The same effect may be the result of ary=-dresms or reverie,
when the romsnticist comperes them with sctuslities; anil instesd of
correctin; the feult which lies withir himself e ima ines himself
a superior bein.;, oftentimes a martyr, too -ocod for this world. Tith
this attitude he withdraxs into himself &aund proczeds Lo be as

miserable as he can, Brownin:s bein.; one of the very few exceptions,

17. Jr. Myrte iciinnis made s special study of this phase of
the book. My interpretetion has been larsely influenced by en
article, "Romartic ielancholy,'" which she wrote, and which I resd
from her noteboucks.

18. Meiinnis, 92. Chiin o

19. Op. Cit.
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with romentio Sendensies. The loss of religious feith es evidenced
by the writings of Renan, . Babbitt said, was enother osuse of
remantio melancholy.

Mr. Bebditt seys that the distinguishing festure between the
melancholy of the Greeks snd that of the romsnticists ia thet in the
Oreeks it zrew out of the rnuo,ﬁib§an of the unlverssal sorrows of
menkind; in ﬁha romenticists it wae personal end often grew out of
self-pity. The chief dsnger, he says, is in tho 1ikelihood of the
latter, by sesking to find his happiness in the f{ree play of his
emotions, so seperating himself from his fellow-bein;s as to deprive
himsglf of their natural compmmionship. A olose assoolation with
others requires emotional controletho exercising of the "inner cheok.”
True happiness, he emphagizes, ia the result of ethiocal effort; 1t
aomes not from the enjoymamt of o fleeting moment, but from virtuous
aotivity and %he oontrol exerasised over the smotioms, which thus
elevete man %o & higher level.

In 30 far aa Rousseau wag influential in the "back to nature®
movement, he wns gulilty of an injustice toward scolety. The book is
& very direot sttack againat praotically everything that Rousseau
stood for plus & olear definition of modem 1life and its needs. S
far as romantiolsm itself is ooncerned, he has agzein pioked out all
of its faults and none of its good points. He recognizes in it enly

the destruotive features.




femogracy end Leadership

This book, Demworsaoy end Leadership, o follows the sontext

of its title more closely than sny of Mr. Dabbitt's others. Written .
in 1924, it osme oio-oat %o the average reader at that time, snd
probably continues to do so.

It is ooncerned chiefly with an epplication of the influsnces
of the romenticists on our theories of government, and also concerns
Lteels with what might be the lorical development of romantic practise
in modern government. He attacks this problem with his chareoterig-
tically keen power of unalysis., The underlying prinoiples of government
Mr, Babbitt would have based upon humenistis philosoghy. Fe bases all
of his adverse critioism upon the tenet that demooratio govarnment is
not 8o based, end on the bsliaf that i must remain essentially
experimental until it is thus foundede Individualism in sovernmental
effaires is largoly & farce; it should bes mors closely related to
positive theories. Again he amphasises his thought that humaniem is
weakaned begsuse of the influemce of Rousssau end the naturalist.

With oritical detachment he pleaces the respensibility on the
individual, sgain emphasising restraint. The true humanist, that ia,
the men who is sympsthetically seleotive, has his stenderd within him,
but its outward emphesie will vesult in truer demooracy.

The individual in s democracy must be ooncemed with

20, Irving Babbitt, Demooracy and leadership (Wew York
Houghton Mifflin, 1924).
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achieving & oorrect soale of values and must exert hls concentrated
efforts toward seein; goveramentel issues proportionstely, Mr, Babbitt
writes, snd then he must be oonstructive in his expressions, having

something of greater merit to offer in place of what he denowunoes.

French Literature

Frenoh utenimns&.. aroused wide recognition because of the

faot that Babbitt was at the time of its publication a recognized
asuthority on Frenoh Literature. In compsrison with his other volumes,
which are all more or less lengthy, this one is very brief. However,
the subject matter in this small book 1a so concise and well organiszed
that Lt oarried a weight of informative material.

The firet chapter is devoted %o an analyeis of the genersl

cheracteristiss of the French literature. He begins:

Probably no other modern literature, not even BEaglish, hasg
beer 8o richly end coantinuously productive from the medieval
period to the present day, end heas exercised 50 wide an influence
as that of Franoce... Femiliarity with soms of the great French
writers will prove rewarding in itself; it will also put one on
guerd against presconceived notions, and enable one to some
extont %o form a first hand estimate of & great natiomal culture.

He states further that the Fremoh were misjudged by eritics

from all countries at the very time thet they were produsing their

21. Irving Babbitt, Prench literaturs (Chioago, Ameriocan
Library Association, 1928).

22. Irving Babbitt, Rousseau and Romantioism (Few York,
Heughton Mifflin, 1819), pe 1Z.
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best work. lLis attridbutes this to the faot that we gritiolse with too
much of the point of view of our ows naticnalitiea.

The fired of the merits that dr. Babbitt recognises in the
writings of the Franch is olear and logical 4hinking. He admita
that, et bimes, the French rather over-do the matter of logis, but
he prefers this feult to the Haglish characteristio of "muddling
through." The seaond velue from the Prench writings, he says, ia
thelr "dsoriminating and artistic speech.” le alludes to their
Tkeen and sonalbive intelligence” end says that this merit linked
with their artistio touch has rosulted in preemineonce in literary
oritioisn. He continues:

A8 a result of the Fraench olerity and logicality it ia
perheps easler to trace in Freance then elsewhers the inter-
play, and at times ooniliet, of ocertein mrin comoceptions
of 1life from the Middle Azes to the present day. These mein
omoeptions oan be reduced %o threes the religious, the
humenistio and the naturalistic... Haturalism does not become
8 major factor until the sixteenth century end does not
threaten to overthrow the religious end humanistio points
of view until the eighteenth cestury.BS

The rest of the text is devoied to an snalysis of the worke
of the privscipal writers of Franoce. In contrast with Rousgeau and
Romsntioism end other works of unfavorable or destructive criticiem,
this book shows san example of Babbitt's favorable oriticism.

In the chromologiocal arrengement of the works of Irving

Babbitt the next of importsnce %o appear was his easay which he ocalled

£3. Babbitt, 22. 3&.' P 30,
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"Humsnism: An Bseay at Definition." The content of this artiole
having been discussed in fore-going pages, will be omibted at this
point,

On Being Creative sud Other Essays

On Belng Oreative and Other Essays was published in 1932,

Zhe writsr waz wnable to seoure this book in 1ts entirety; however,
the bitle et;aay md one othsr commonly referred to as heing of
major importmnce, "The Primitivism of Wordsworth," were read from
other eources.

Judging from the cmbent of these two essays, the writer feels
that this book is again replete with much the seme idens &3 those
formorly expressod in Babbitt's works. The first one is stated
with a great deal of vigor, presenting thc idea that creativeness
should be Lased ou inspiration drews from the claessics bolstered up
by honest aud persistent effort ou the part of the writer. Senti-
mentality is egaln ruled out, cold ressming being of mors importsnee,
in the opinion of the author. Having gleened the same idees from
others of his writings, one feels that perheps this eusay merely
geine emphasis through repetition. Ee telks much about meditetion
in this chapter, but he sugzests no definits method by whieh it
mizht be accomplished in our modern world. Eie opponents suggest
thet ohurches provide many methods.

The writer of this thesis, being sapecislly fond of the works

of Willism Wordsworth, dislikes the attack leveled at him by Mr.



Bebbitt 1o his "The Primitiviem of Tordsworth." He oriticizes
adversely almost everything thet has endesred Wordsworth to his
resders: his attitude toward nature, his oroed of heppiness, his
emotions, and his style of writing. He does not seem to ask, 'Is
this poetry?® but *Is 4t humanism?*

Of thisg book M¥r. C. Re Elliott has written as followe:

Mr. Babbitt is too absolute i{n hig ostegories. Neverthe~
less his book is timely, powerful, snd interesting. A deep
vein of meditation goes through 1%, and 1%s pages are alive
with swift and witty reflestions ranging all the way from
Confuoius and the old Bast to Theodore Nreiser and the new
Weats The oentral chapter, on 'Coleridge and the Imaginatiom,'

tekes ite place wnisgbalably among the few best oritiesl
essays in our langusge.

The Dhamsapada
- The [hemmapada: With sn Essay on Buddha and the Ocoident,

publighed in 1838, from a manusoript prepered by Bebbitt before his
death, was the only other work of Irving Babbitt whioh the writer
was \nable to obtain. From other sources one may learn the authort's
attitude toward Buddha. By many oritios the opinion is stated that
Buddha wae probably the greatest single influernce in the development
of his philosophy. Of his relation to the Orient snd Buddhe, Norman
Foerster wrote,
The Orisnt new Babbitt from his studies of the ethisal

wity of Buddhism and Christianity, and Babblti's finel
contribution to the religious literaturs of our lenguage was

24. Ge Re Elliott, "latost Tork of Irving Babbitt," Saturday
Heview of Literature. 8:768, Jwme 4, 1932,




his trenslation of the smaient Pali olassio The Thammapada.
Like the Brahmen in thet manual of strenuous virtue, ho was

swakened, “without blemish, wise, rich in mowledze and
goodness,"®

From Frederiok Manchester ws read;

Of the image of the Buddha he Babbitt once asids "You
will notloe that though the syes appear %o be olosed thay are
rot entirely so. The Buddha 15 not asleep. Attention s
turmed within, where there is intense activity,"28

" Spanish Character and Other Essays

Spmish Charaoters asnd Other Essays 278 publighed poste

. humougly, in 1540, Mr. Babbitt in the early thirties prepared
himself for the task of writing the title essay of this book by
spmding a month in journeyinz over the peninsula from the Pyrenees
to Cibraltar. He penetrated desp into the country, dack to where
the old Spanish olvilisatien took reot. Ws ehunned the cities, for
the nost part, beosuse he bslieved that he ocould learn most from the
common people. The comtry itself he desoribes with suoh piotorial
style that the reader beging %o doubt his aversion to a romsntie
view of nature. He reminds ue of the extrenes of dryness and
moisture, heat and oold, fertility mmd barrenneas, such beauty emnd
such desolation,

The people themsslves he presents to us vividly. He

28. Norman Foerster, ian Irving Babbitt; Man and Teacher,
edited by Frederiok Manchester an pard \Hew York, Gs Pe
Putnom'e Sons, 1941), pe 88,

26. In Foerster, ope oibss Pe 134,

27. Irving Babditt, ish Character:; and Other Essays
(Boston snd New York: chg% WiIT1in Company, 1040)s
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compares them with the French, expressinz the ﬁpinlon that they have
e grutai capsolty for solitude end isclation. Of the Fremoh, he
salds }

ssereason, insufficiently quickened by imagination, eeasily

degenarates into dry rationalismg wherses in the lend of Don

Quixote the imagination tends to breek sway frowm the control

of the senses or wnderstending, and is wwilling o acoept

the limitaticns of the ree), end then follews the inevitabdble

R oLt v s i e

Mr. Babbitt interpretis Epenlsh poetry as heing based ca the

etermeal theme of illusion sud disillusion. The Sparisrd is stromng
in the quelities of pride, power of self-idealization, end he has
en “exalted notim" of personsl dignity; he will sscrifise much in
the name of honor. To defend his self-respect he will commit deeds
¢f violence and cruelty. The classic theater rewolves on this play
of sentiment end homor. Wr, Badbitt thinke the Spemierds have little
eaproity %o trush thelr fellowemen, to coopersate with them, or to
work to & common ends They rebel &zainst disoipline and are impatient
of organigation. Mr. Bebbitt compares them with the Oriental in thelr
i{ndifference to bodily comfort; the oruelty in thelr nature also
boinz a survivel of medievsl and Oriental tendancies. In splite of
these strong cheracteristies, ¥r, Nabbitt etlll judges them to be the
nost temperate of ell peoples in Burope. They have, in his opiniom,

& deoided laock of mecheniosl skill and preotical seuse, as well ag

28. B‘b‘biﬁt‘ QE. clte, Pe 19,



51

the Oriental dsregerd for time.

bir. Babbit$ expresses adulration for their simplicity,
believing that in other western cowmtries there msy be intellectual
overtraining. He says that, to the Spaniard, "edusation is as truly
the last objeot of his concern ae it is the first of the Amoricmn‘'e."

Spain is geographisally poorly looated, all idess filtering
into Spain h‘aﬂng to pesa through too muoh Franch influence. ifr.
Babbitt suggests thet this handioap might be overceme by the sending
of their youth out into other countries for imowledges Instead, he
says, the majority who zo at all, zo to Paris, where they receive
"infinitely seduotive and infinitely fulae" impressions.

The Spanish love aristoerstis notions, mmd detest menual
labor. He oocnoludes his remarks with the guestions "Will ghe Spein
loarr %o found selfe-respeot on oonsolence, instesad of on the medieval

sentiment of honore..t”



Chapter IV

A SUMMARY OF IRVING BABBITT'S
REO-HUMATISTIC THEORY AR D CRITICISM

To write a comprehensive presentation of Irving Babhitt's
ideas or to analyze his thesories, mnd yet keep within a dasirable
brevity, is difficult, for one must sosn the ages a long way back
%0 ‘ppmuiat'e the trend and corclusion of his ressoning.

Civilization in western Europs fell to a very low state, as
& rosult of the invesions of the Northmen, and remsined at low sbb
for two hundred years aftsr Charlemegne. In contragt, the NMiddle
kges seemad supremely dynamlo end progressive. Intelleetusl,
politiocal, soolal, snd artistic trends were doveloped to a remarke
able degree between 1100 and 1500, Intere:t in the supernetural was
g0 high a8 to be a distinet detriment to eny consideration of the
study of nature. Neationelism begem to develop in the twelfth century.
The Renaissance, which oculminated in the sixteenth sentury, first
aseerted itselsr through individwalism and neo-pugenisnm, finally
settling into what might be celled en era of humanictic eivilizetion
which lasted well into the eighteenth century. Whils students of
Romen law sought te establish legal euthority for nationsl kings and
to do sway with feudal lorde end the Pepacy, the "humenists™ sought
to reveal the laws glesnmed from the Latin snd the Greek Literature,
snd they found in the clessicel suthors so much meteriel on the

v dignity of men as man as to challange a direct study of humen nature.
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The humenistioc sge geve way to the modern age of saience with its
tendmoy to view msn as "totally submerged in natural law."

The oivilization of any uge seems largely dependent upom the
prevalent conception as Yo the nature of men. It is in this regard
that Irving Bebbitt's theories beooms valuable. In the lomg spsn
of the ages men has been placed on &0 meny levels as almost to lose
his idembity. The iliddle Ages brouzht forth & eolear oonception of
human nature, partly distinet from mimsl nsture. This wes reveazled
through & philosophy known as soholasticism. Aocording to this phile
osophy, human nature was characterized by will snd intellect; Ceod
had superimposed upen this humsn nature, & super~human nature; there-
fore, men was called %o live hia earthly existence merely @s © prapare
ation for the 1ife to comes It was this .dea that Rennaissmoce
"humenists" tended to displace. They would ghift this attitude of
humility toward Cod,; to a pride in man's status as men. They would
geok to betber mankind thivugh the medium of thought instead of
through feith. Likewise, Dabbiti's neo-hamenlem reasserted the humsn
dignity of men egainet the naturalisam of the modern ags of selencae;
he refused to identify man with nature and emphasised the differences
whioh set him apart as @ human being. Hls idea seamed to be that all
the evils of the world are eentered in human beings as single wmits;
that should every individusl use the proper restraint in all that he
does, all troubles would be oversome. What he reslly emphasized was

the mediation between extremes. The logie for this line of reasoning



54
is clearly based on the Ethiocs and the Poetios of Aristotle. The
avoidmoe of extremes, Babbitt believed, could be achieved through
& seleotion possible to man beecause of his power to chooss. The will
to do, or to refrain from doing, differentiates men from the rest of
nebure.

In his system of thought Babbitt is primarily interested in
man. 8 en individuel personality. BHe objects to sny theory of phil-
osophy of psychology that represents men s merely & part of nature,
"totally submerged in natural law,” without recognizing end emphesis-
ing those characteristios whish set man epart ss a humen being. He
espeoially objects to sny system of thought that denies man's
possession of free will and morsl respossibility.

According to Babbitt (end the « ther Neo-Humenists), man is
distinguished from the rest of nature by hie frecdom of will amd
purpcae. Man is endowed with freedom of choios between good end evil.
Therafore, he is a free moral agent end s responsidble for kis om
oonduot, Bebbitt admits o duality in mants neture; there is the
"natursl® or snimal self end thers is also that which he refers to as
%he "myemnt\zral"lor ethicsl self. Consequently msu is cepable of
self~disoipline snd selfwdirsction. llen &8 sn indlvidual cen live

on three pleses; religious, humss, or naturalistic. Tragedy, seid

1. By "supernatural® Bebbitt apparently does not mesn supere
humen. See Psul Elmer More's interpretation of Babbitt's ides in

lMore's "On Being Human,® New Shelburne Essays, vol. 1II (Princeton,
Princeton Thiversity Press, 1006)s PP+ 5‘75%.
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Hr. Babbitt, is possible only to humma beings. Naturalism, he
explained as & negative plane on which whet men has cessed to do is
differentiate between himself mud nature.

isn reaches his greatest happiness through morel effort -
through keeping his "supernaturel" or ethical aelf above his "netural®
or mimal u_lt. To succeed in this he must exercise the "inner
eh«k"z to restrain emotion and to control imstinets md desires.
Charsoter is a growth whioh depends on olarity end strength ef purpose
and oo the mmownt of exercise given the "imner cheock."”

A suggested maxim for Bebbit: end the other Veo-lumanists is:
Recson should rule over passione” "ot the craze for libertyee.,
but the senalbive pursult and practice of self-diseipline, constitutes
& man."d

In his own porsonal 1ife Irving Bebbitt exemplified the merits
of will and purpose. His rether coldy aaloulating outward manner
gave the ganeral impression of aloofness, bud he had a grest capacity
for friendship, Greatly cocupied as he was, he would po oud of hils

way to serve the interests of his friends. For his pupils no saorifioce

2. In Babbitt's works, so far ss I can find, he has given no
suzgestions of memns by whioch youth can be trained to ewéfeise the
"inner check." This leads to some spegulation as to how bDest to
interpret the term. Its ohief connotation seoms to be sonzcimoe.

It mizht aleo have something in common with the Freudisn conoception
of the “"Super=Bge,” though Babbitt would probably have been relustant
to admit that he had anythin: in common with the teschinzs of Dr. Preud.

3. Quoted from a review of The Wew Lackoon by Frack tewstd
¥ather, Nation, wol, 80 (M. g1 s P .



of time or effort was oonsidered by him to be too great.

His oreed for scciety was enly an enlerged vision of what
he demended of the individual., Of this, Odell Shepard wrote:

The fundemental teaching of Irving Babbitt is as simple,
when all is said, as that of Immanuel Kant. ‘'After all,'
says he, 'to be a good humenist is merely to be moderate and
sonsible end decent.’

Moderate, sensible, and decent' ~=it is true, no doubt,
that Irving Babbitt gave wealth and weight of meaning to each
of these quiet adjectives suoh as it is not acoustomed to
bear in ordinary parlenceseoto be moderste is to pause between
two extremes.... To be 'gensible' meant that one had beat
himself to the disciplines of society and had corrected whate
ever was scomutric and eberrsnt with reference to normal end
representative humanity...'decency' included the whole high
dootrine of decorum...which governed and controlled warring
impulses, in the senee of & free md nodble 'imitetion' of
great persons snd grest ideals. In these three quiet adjec~
tives there 1s a program for the most aspiring end inwardly
or ethioally strenuous life. Each of them, one sees at once,
suggeats some form of diseipline or restraint, some 'inner
check' put upon impulse, sppetite, or headetrong will, Whate
ever slss he may have included in the word, there is nec doubt
that he wished it to refer primarily % conduot.®

Acoording to Babbitt, then, satisfectory humsn reletiona
must be based on the moral responeibility and the emotional restraint
of the individual. Better individusls will produce a better society.
True sooial sympathy end the realizetion of brotherhood require the
oontrol of temperament snd impulse snd are incompatible with the
seeking of happiness through warestrained play of emotion end imagin-
ation. Babbitt thinks too much emphasis in moderm socisl thought

has been placed on "humanity in the lump." He apparently feels that

4. Odell Sheperd, in Irving Babbltt: Man and Teacher, edited
by Frederiok A. Manchester mmm, Putnam's
Sons, 19‘1). p. 304.
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attempts %o make people better by pessing laws is largely m:u.j
diseipline and reform, he beliseves, should be developed within the
individual rather then being enforoed from without. He objects
particularly to humenitarien sentimentelism about sooiel reform.

Dgmooracy, Babbitt feels, fails in proportion as it fails to
find ludcn‘ with stenderds. Stendards must be arrived at by oc-
operstion of imagination sand intelleet, snd such stendards must be
subordinated to the ethiosl will. His opinion is thet demcorscy has
Yoo often used quantitative rether than qualitative atandardsj it
has emphasized too much the medioore, the "divine average"; it has
givea too little attention %o the choice of leaders who ars intele
leotually mnd ethically superior. Babbitt apparently, then, upholds
sn aristoorsoy of merit end achievement ‘rom whioch leaders should be
ohosen if "equaliterimn democracy®™ is nct to encoursge medioority.
The humenism of Irving Babbitt touches soolety strongly throuwgh edu-
cational channels. He sugzests that education should help to find and
to train the right types for lesdership. Unfortunately he fails to
show sny more workable method than those used at present by which
desirable leaders msy gain end meintain their positioms. But he
expressoed his opinions with a crusader's spirit, and stood ready to
defend them even at the risk of making himeelf wnpopular with his
colleazues. BSuch an ingtance is recorded by Mr. Maeg:

eveBabbitt differed with President Ellot. Young ae he was he
openly took fssue with him in faoulty meetings wmd did not



hesitate to denounce the elective system in his published
writings. Eliot's theories were, in his opinion, merely a
new expression of the humsnitarianiem of Roussesu snd the
solentifio utilitarienism of Bacon, %o the destruotion of
the humenistio ideel of education. What Eliot brought to
oollege students, he asserted, was not liberty but licenss,
and he protested against it ss depriving uninformed yowng
people of the guldmmoce they needed snd letting them fritter
sway their time on triviel, wrelated gonuu which made for
neither sound mowledze nor character.

Just as the will power to say "no® 4s important in the
individual, o, Babbitt thinks, the veto power (exercised especially
by the judiciary) is important to the state. He points out the danger
of man 'g"lust for power® in the modern period when "the snalytie
intelleot,” he eays, 1s held in abeysnce, for the free play of emotions
is enoouraged.® Germen Kultur {of whioh we heard so much in World War
I) he characterizes as a combination of soientifio efficlency and
emotionaliem shich illustrates the daugers of modern trends.

Mr. Babbitt seems strangely silent on the question of esonomios.
The writer does not recall that he ever committed himself to any pare
ticular theories in thie regard.

In the fleld of eduoation Mr. Babbitt has wvery plausible pre~
cepts. Of prime importance is the emphasis he places on the

humsnistic studies, such as history, literature, art, md philosophy,

Be Williem P. Masg, Jre, in Ibid., p. 83.

8. Most of my impressioms regarding lNr. Babbitt's views
regarding men's plece in and obligation toward society are influenced
by his Demoorsoy snd Leadership.
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for the young student before he begins speoialization. He seys this
is necessary to the student's betterment, end so that he may have
some oonception of the relation of his field of speoialization to
husan effort mud human experience.

He states emphatically that the teaching of literature should
be freed from domination by the linguists or philclogists or' the
graduate school on the one hend md from overpopularization om the
other. He apparently thinks that literature oourses should require
thoughtful, serious reading and study; they should not be "saap"
gourses. But he bthinks aleo that thers has been too much attempt to
apply seiemtifio methods to literary studies where they do not fit.

In Rousseau snd Romentiolsm he soknowledges the value of

modern solence but seems %o think that the sclentist needs to be
more ooncerned with the human values end effects of solence. Thus
he points out that science produces the sirplane but does not deter~
mine whether 1t is to be used to sarry msail or %o drop bombs on women
snd ochildren. Thorefora he states that solience needs to be brought
under ethioel contreol. This principle should apply to educeticn in
scionce as well as to researchs

Por soolety, in general, lirs Bebbitt ssw with wnosany fore-
sight, & great and devasting catastrophe. Of this lr. Masg wrote:’

The world's lack of morsl sad spiritual wity, and the
advance which soience had made without corresponding advance

7. Masg, op. oit., p. 8l.
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in self-control, made Babbitt femr e new dark age, worse then
eny which menkind had yet experienced.

In humeniem ¥rs Babbltt recognized a faotor of great
stability for society.

The oontroveray that Irving Babbitt stirred up ooneerning
religion 48 in itself a justification for the existence of neoe
humanism, for he gertainly forced the lassus with a host of lax
thinkers with the result that many sound deolsions were mades

Without lo:oﬁhing of sn understandingof Mr. Babbitt's
religious views, the writer jJudges it impossidle to interpret his
writings fairly or to obtain aay comprehensive view of his inten-
tions, for they are st the bottom of everything he wrote. To say
they sre at the "bottom" is both figuratively emd literally true.
Mo seemed always extremely reticent to write his opinions about
religion. The most direot ideas lone mey obtain are from the recorded
conversations he had with his students or friends. 8o far as
personal evidence is concerned, it is vestly clesar that he dedioated
his 1ife %o the betterment of mankind. Whether his precepts were in
sccordsnce with the majority or the minority, he is entitled to much

respeot.

To attempt to present & clear=cut interpretation of Babbitt's
religious views is impossiblej to attempt to show the genersl dir-
eotion of his thoughts is liable to result in some degree of misrap-

resentation, for the resord of his own statements 1s sparse. His
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work is not a set of dootrines, but s profownd exmmianation of the
modern spirit from the viewpoint of traditionel wisdom. Armed with
2 Inowledze of the past, he etudied the whole course of our times,
Judged 1t, md found it laeking., Eis prodigicus leaming edout the
history of ideas and the humsn spirit was slowly assimilated, for
he did not begin serious pubdlication until he was forty years old.

Irvhg Bnbbj.tt condemied the immediste past, his chief quarrel
being with naturslism. He found guidemce in the distent past,
assimilating much from teashings of the smocient Budéha, frem
Aristotle, from Plato, svan from the "Know thyself" of Soorates.

Md he looked to the future to elevate menkind, the vehicle deing
humsnism. His conception of the hizher will is a key to the relation
of his hunanism and religiom. %Yhat he terrs "higher will," the most
of us recognize as conselence, bubt Lecause it is often confused with
the term "natural will® in reference to Chrigtlen grace it is not
strange that the exmot nature of the comparison of humenism to relige
ion should have been guestioned, Of this Mr. Babbitt sayst "The
higher will must simply be accepted ez a mystery that msy be studied
in 1ts practicel effeects, bud that, in its ultimate nature, i in-
capeble of formulation."®

In his approsch to humsnism Mr. Babbitt was straightforward

snd oritical. We have his omn statement whioh sayss "I am for coming

°¢ m‘. ‘?2. ﬁ.. Pl as
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at my humanism in a positive and oritioal rather thmn in a meraely
traditional mmner.*? In contrast to this attitude most people
accept their religlon merely besause they think it has been either
historicelly or postively established, wioreas lr, Babbitt has arrived
‘st hls oconclusioms throuzh keen resgoning. He belisves that the ree
vealed religions all end in mystery; he points out that, for mas,
every avenue of imowledge mast likewise do so. iHe adnits that the
charaoter of his "higher will" is as mysterious es eny venst of ree
vealed religion. He says that the higher will must simply be aecepted
a8 a mystery tust may be studied in its practicel effects. He insiste
oz keeping humaniem within a limited soope; in other words, he makes
it stand on its own meritss HMr. Foerster confines it to e specific
domain by eaying that humenism sets forth the idea that there is need
a8 woell as room for a working philosophy mediating botween scsptiolam
and dopgme and Jdewvoid of eoclesisstiosl organization or revelation.

As regerds iir. Babbitt's ocwn views of humsniem in relation {0 revealed
religiom, it ig perhaps nocessary to be more specific.
Humenism doss not utilise revealed religion. It may be
sooompanied by belief or wabelief in it, dut in any case, it
takes no stand egeinst its Humenism 1s established critieslly
by the obeervation of the immedlate data of consoiousnees and
by the gtudy of the record of the race. BSuoh observatiune snd

study reveal that men’g intellect md will, ss well es senses,
are conataatly prone to excess; but they aleo reweal at work

9. h‘%i _?‘Ec P_i_gt. Pe 82,
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in man & prineciple ¢f contrel over them, and consequently
superior to thems This priceiple is designated as the "higher
will,® "inner oheck™ or frein vitel, and es it may be exerolissd
over the natursl activitles of men, it is apparently of super-
naturel origin, so that i$ correaponds to greoe in the Christian
system. Its utilization in the ourbdbing of exoess md in thus
seouring a harmoniocus funeticaing of men's natural astivitles,
through mediating betwesn sxtremes, constitutes hussnistic live
ing. The standards for thus mediating between extremes, the
wiverssl prineiples of decorous or humenistioc living, ere to
be sought by imaginstive comocentratiom on thie experiencs of the
race and-applied, with the help of the hléhcr will, as reason
dictates in the particular cireumstence.l

It seems appsrent at this point that about the only 1ssue thet
stands between hummism end revealed religion is a miseing link that
might oonneot 1t with Gods To the writer it would seem ane and the
same thing if the neo-hummnists would confess the imner sheek as being
the divine will of Code It iz svident that humenism becomes, if not
a religion in actuality, a very adequate substitution. For those of
the Orient who have never accepted Christismity, for those who drif%
sway from it, finding its mysteries too illozleal, for those who omme
not acoept naturalism es an alternative, perhaps humanism is the
anewer. It must be admitted to be more free from the mysterious than
most other areeds with the possidble exeeption of Pela.gimim.n

While 1t is patently trus thet ¥r. Babbitt refuses to discuss

the supernatursl order, because it is a sepsrate domein, depesndent

10. J. A. Meroier, The Challenge of Humanism (Sew York, The
Ozxford hiversity Press, 1 s PPe =170

11, Pelegienism is s doctrine teught by Pelagius, a British
student of Greek philosophy. It tesches that humen nature by its
own powsr is able to save itself without the help of God's grace.
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upen revelatiom, this does not necessarily indicate that he denies
its existonce. It is apparent thab Yr. Babbitt formulated his own
opinions, recalled the observatias of the East that a principle of
sontrol, very similar to Christimn grace, is evidensed to be at work
within humen beings. The omly things that he does not adnit is that
it is = ultimately divine principle. He omnot be oalled s Pelsglan
becaure Pelqg'iunan does not sdmit of a higher will., He omuot be
oslled a Scholastic because Scholastiolem remsons that the ultimete
end of man is Gode After we have established that the "higher will,"
which ia sn essential to Babbitt's humenism, may be just another term
for God's grace, the fundamentsl relation of his humsnism to a ree
vealed raeligien would seem to be established.

The queation: %hat is the ultimate gosl of humanism? might
fulrly be asked., Mr. Dabbiit would reply that it is the happiness of
menkinge. He would insiasb on true and ebiding stendards. To obtain
a workmble kmowledpe of these, snd to seek to establish them permen-
ently, prompted bis prodiglous study of manking down through the ages.
This involved a cereful surwy of experience. In this regsrd one
might confuse humenism snd pregmatisme The eseentlal difference is
that pregmetiem looks away from first prinoiples toward results,
while humenisn and Christlenity both look toward existing and
abiding truth. ‘lappinese' for Er. Babbitt means satisfying results
derived from the normal sctivities of men's feculties, proporticnately
developed and harmonised. lian must transoend his animal self to
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attain true happiness. This is essentlally the same attitude as
tihet which Aristotle helds This happiness ties up with the lew for
man snd depends substentislly upon & higher will,

Upon this evidenoe one may or may not desids that Mr, Babbitt
believed in God. It wuld seem to depend sntirely upon what Intere
protation ne makes of his term "Nigher will.,” He has sdmitted that
humspism I8 baged on religion and is dependent on it. Of Chrisitan-
ity he has said that he was not so arrogent ss %o asny the walidity
of other ways of affirming the existence of a higher will, The
churah, he would seem to condemn, on the presspt that 1% ealls too
mich attention to evil. But wvhether humeniem or religion, the psth
of both seems to be an esoending one. With the anolent Buddh,
Babbitt would ssy: "Good is restraint in all th.age," and with the
God of our Christisns bellievera: "Thou shalt not...”

Bebbitt's theories ebout litersry oriticism fall naturally
into %wo groups: the negative or adverse oritioism, and the positive
or fevorable oriticism. The writer will firet consider the negative
eriticism.

Normen Foerster had this to say about Irving Bebbitt: ™As
e writer Irving Bebbitt was & genuine oritio, comperable with Carlyle,
Arnold, and Bmerson, inferior to them in literary quality, superior

to them in intellectual en®rsy &od penetration .12

12, Formsn Foerster, in Irving 8.bbitt; WHan and Tesoher,
editad by Prederiok Msnchester and 5&“ thepard (Hew York,
G. Po Putnam's Sons, 1941), pe €8s



88

. As time goes on, it is likely the truth and faimess of this
statoment will become more apparent. It has now long been evident
that the writings of this suthor will be of value more for the ine
formatiansl content then for sy aleim to outstanding srtistry in
compositien, such as eny of the above~mentioned three has atieined.
Hls superiority to them in “intellectual energy snd penetratiom” is
commor 1y emosded, The vast knowledge that Mr. Babbitt eoquired over
lon; years of arducus study exd research afforded him s basakzround
adequate %o the formulatian of fair eritlolsm. Out of the enormous
smovat that he resd, if he rojected the major portion of it, it wae
because of the elevation of his standards. Therein probably lies the
chief merit of his work, Stuart P. Shermen zives %o us his impres
sions as followss

1 kmew Profesasor Babbitt as & graduate tescher in the "Hisbory
of Liberary Critiolem” aud in his "Rousseau md His Influence.”
At thet time he had very smell classes, meeting sround a table.
s came in with a bag bursting full of books, and Yook oub a hende
£ful of notes which he mrranged sround him. He begen to sway in
his chaly, then leapad out upon soms dootrine or line of poets,
"to cast o'er erring words and deeds a heavamly show"e«Buddhs,
Aristotle, Pleto, Horacs, lmnte, Montalgne, Pazcal, ¥Mlton, eote.,
etce.

He deluged you with wiadom of the worlds his thoughts were
wmpecksd aad poured out s¢ faet you ocouldn't keep up with them.
You dida't know what he was talking about but you felt that he
was extreomely in earnest; thet it was tremsndously importent;
that sometime it would sount; that he was uttering dogmetieally
things which cut into your beliefs, diaposed derisively of whet
you adored, driving you inte s reconstruotion of your entire
intellectual system of idease

You never felt for a momemt that he wae & pedagogue teaching
pupils. You felt thet he was = Coleridge, a Carlyle, & Buddha,
pouring out the fullestuffed cornusopia of the world's wisdom
upon your head. You wers nc longer of the elementary olses,
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You were with & men who wag seeking through literature for
1llustratione of his philosophy of life. You were dealing
with questions an tho enewer to which the welfare of nations
and oivilizations depended. Hs himself seemed to know the
right answer and wes building & thoroughfure of idess from
the Creeks to our ocwn day.

Tou went out of the rocm luden down with genersl ideas
that he had made gsem tremendously important, 1dees which you
met in the newspaper, in the next book you read, in the next
man you met. He related for you a multitude of separate and
apparently disoconneoted tendenciss to the great centrsl
ourrents of thought. You carried sway slso 2 sense of the
need for immense readinge He had given you theses about lit=
srature, nﬁu‘h 1life, which you would gpend a lifetims in
T.ﬁtyhso E

In gemersl, Babbitt seems to find the modern literature of
both Europe and America gloomy, lacking im purpose, reflecting a
confusion of thought end a sense of futility that he feels ere all
too prevelent in the modern worlde EHe deories the tendenoy in
modern literaturs to glorify selfegxpression .a a substibute for
olear thinking end for self=diseipline and self=-development. Ke
offers edverse oritioism of all the chief literary trends that have
sppeared in Western World literature from the seventeenth century to
the twentieth eentury: pseudo=clazsioism, romentioism, realism, snd
natursliem.

Going back to the afore-mentioned oharge that modem literature
is gloomy, Mr. Babbitt finds that this condition arises from the faot
that most modern ntanturé is purposelesa end unprozressive. ILittle
of worth eand nothing of sudurssce is evidenced in the major portica
of this writing. The subjeot materisl he condems, as being ire

relevant o human progresse This leamds us %o his belief that the
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writing of this period s lacking in purpose. Some of his wosb
seathing oriticism is used to support this charge. IHe would agein
refer us to the advice of the snocimt Sooretes: "Think rizhtly
ed eight eoting will follow." Nr. Bebbitt charges this age with
practiocally & completes fallure in the matter of sound thinking. As
has been previously mentioned, he gald that the modern tendency is
to met first and think later, 1f st sll. The inevitable result is
purposelese literature, sonfusion of idees, and futility.

Critioiems, ss offered by Wir. Bebbitt, seem not to have deen
nade with eny maliclioumess towerd euthors themselves, but always
toward some lozicel fallacy in their prineiples, snd he wee never
wholesale in his judgments. If he centered his oritiesl reviews on
sny partiovlar persons, it ceems ovident that it was because, through
them, he desired to point out & gemersl destruotive tendenoy. Amomg
gush suthors were Bacon, fousseau, and Wordsworth.

As was set forth in chaphor three of this discourse, Babbitt'a
Judgmant of Bagon was thet he was s soientific netwralist. His
chief varience with the opinions of Bmoon, 28 made olear through his
writings, are with regerd fc the sapaolty within the individusl for
leaming: Bebbitt maintains thet complete knowledge 18 attainable
by the individual. He odjects to the ontire philosophy of Fousesauy
in particular to the elevaticn of humen liberty sbove the restrictions
of discipline and restraint lmposed by humaniam. Unrestrained libderty

and wrsstricted selectien reeult in moral lamess, sayas Mr. Babbitt.
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He repestadly smphasizes his 1dea thaet the "law for man" is applicable
te literature.
He berates the hizh value that meny oritlce have placed on much

of the writing of the ninsteenth and early twentleth ocenturiea.
prophesies that tims will prove most of 1t o be at best comparable only
to the pasudo=classival literature of the seventeenth and eighbeenth
centurios.)¥ Bs attributes the fallaoy of oribies' opinions to & lack

of suffiocient knowledge of the proved olassios o admit of felr judgment.

He seens especlially severe in his oriticism of the works of
William Vordsworth. r. Bebbitt calls Tordsworth a "sentimental naturals
ist® and disapproves heartily of the jdeslistia sttitude he diesplays

toward the pemsent, the ohild, and the primitive men, in most of his
writings. The writer would defend Mr. Wordsworta egainst most adverse
oriticism, findin: so much %o be enjoyed from his work as to remnder
impartial judgment impossidle. She finds herself sustsined by mmy
who declare him to be the most popular choloe smong posts, an by such
aeninent eritics as Harry Salpster, who writes; “. . . with Babbitsg,
the question seems to bs, not, 'Is it poetry?' dut 'Ia it Humanism?'®
Coldly detaching ourselves from cur own eonclusions, howsver, md
appraisin: Vordsworth from the oritical angle of the humanist, we

et acres that his conception of poetry is et grest varlance with
Babhitt's. Mpr, Wordsworth salds "Pootry tekes its origin from emo=
tian recoliected in tranquillity.” Ir. Bebbitt, with Matthew Amold, would

14. Hr. Babbitt says that the pseudo-classicists misunderatood
Aristotle's dootrine of imitation end thus tended to make their writings
imitative in & wrong sense, with extremely poor results.
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Judge poetry for ites "high truth" end ™high serioumess.”

While Irving Babbitt's persensl life geve every evidence that
he was sn ardent lover of nature, he still would nod lower hias
literary standurds %o permit of whowmded emoticnelian or wmrestrioted
sentimentelidy such aa is prevelently dlspleyed in the postry of
Wordsworth, md in the worke of other romantie writers ebout nsture.

Our omolusione concerning ¥r. Babbiti's opinimms of romane
ticiem sre drawn most scourstely end complotely from his book

Rousgeau snd Gomsmticism. Ne finds fault with Rousseau particulerly,

Judging him 6o be the most representstive of the movement. Hia
cherge that romenticism resulted in & oonfusion of the arty has been
disoussed el-ewhere in this paper. FHs eritioises Rousseau for his
asdnonitione egeinst the use of mental energy, upholding the precept
of Flato, who felt that man progressed only through mentel effort.
The "baok %o neture” urge resulted in such moral laxness thet it led
to national catastrophe, culmineting in the revolution. Hr. Babbitt
applied the term "emotional realism” to romentioism, sad meant nothing
oomplimentary in its impliostionse Ronlism he defines as being
"romenticism going on all fours.”

In so fer as the romentioclete substitubed emotion or feeling
for sotion, Mr. Bsbbitt condemned them, for, ocarried to excess, this
resulted in neturelism, in which he saw litile goods One of the

trends of the romentic movement was & breaking eway from the pseudo-
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classioc rules of structure and the experimenting with verious
literary forms. The result with some writers wae the formless=
ness which Babbitt denounced. -

In general, the main issues objeoted to in the sphere of the
romentlo writers weres they sentimentalized nature; they placed too
much emphasis on emotiomj they tended to divorce literature from its
rational puri:cn; they souzht sensation rather than faot; and the
intelleotual content of literature grew less as the romantic move-
ment developed.

Of particular interest is hie¢ estimate of the value of
naturalism. He uses this term to refer to a literary trend sharecter-
ised by extreme realism (including the theory of determiniam) of the
late nineteenth and twentieth centuries. He especially dislikes the
theory of naturalism that would oonvince us that men is the viotim
of oiroumstanoces - of heredi ty and environment., Keither can he oone
ceive of man being submerged in mature. Man, thinks Mr. Babbitt,
must work out his om salvation, and he must do 8o with studied
delibveration and with firm oontrol over emotion. He must remain a
power unto himself, & human individual endowed with a ocapacity to
control his destiny. He mugt exercise the "inner cheok.” The
negative end oritical side of Babbitt'as teaching might be summed up
by ssying that naturalism is his greatest opposing force. It is
founded on soimiific lew, the "law for thing"; sccording to Mr.
Babbitt, it is false in its ethics and in its humm values; man
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oannot be merely & part of nature., Babbitt believes that a "toueh
of hylt-rin. or at least sentimentality, is observable in the
naturaligts, when dealing with the human realm.”

In summary of hia objeotions to naturalism, we find that
Mr. Babbitt diaagress with the naturalistio philosophy of life ==
its deterministic attitude, ite denial of men's moral responsibility,
snd its withdrawal of all inecentive to moral effuort. In additiom to
these oritiocisms whioh he applies to poetry mnd prose alike, he
further oriticises the naturalistic theory of struoture of plays and
novels; that is, that they may be "plotless." His ideas in this re-
gard again remind us of Aristotle, who decreed that all plays must
have a plot, snd that wity of plot must be sustained. Such playe
or friotion as depiot & "oross seotion of life" were distasteful to
Mr. Babbitt.

In the field of realism Mr. Babbitt has made less eﬁ.root
charges, nltfzough one feels that muoh of the oriticism offered in
the other spheres might well be intended for realism also. Hc
makes hias most direct romarks about the work of Tolstoy, who is
ususlly oconsidered one of the greatest modern realists, thereby recog-
nising in him e dominant influence in his partioular domain. Babbitt
expresses distaste for the peasimiam of Tolstoy, snd he says that too
mich empbasia is placed cn the "law for taing" in hie writing. Be
berates the tendency to dehumanige men. He also does not approve of
the general category into which Tolstoy relegates humanity, but

insists on man remaining first, laet, end elways, individual,
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iisn is relieved of most of his moral obligation in the writings of
Tolstoy, ssys lir. Babbitt, snd his destiny is fore-ordeined.

Mr. Babbitt evidently thinks that more negative criticism
18 needed today. e thinks that modern critioiem is oo tolerent,
that oritiﬁu today pralse more than they blame, that they are too
mlelootivof Te the impressionist who quotes "Ds gustibus non est
disputendum® (there ought not to be my arguing about tastes) Mr.
Babbitt retorts with the Spanish proverb: "There are tsstes thet
deserve the cudgel.” He thinks the twentieth century would be muoh
better if 1t had more sternly judicial orities suoh as Boileau and
Dre 8emuel Johmaon.

The amownt of literature that Irving Bebbitt rejected, for
various reasons, far exoeeds that whioh he .goapted. But he maine
tained great enthusiasm for the good which he acimowledged, an
enthusiasm whioh is so ocontagious as to impel the oppoment end pro-
pment of humenism alike to read snd investizate for himself,

Mr. Babbitt is very blunt in his demands that literature
must challenge ¢ne to thinkj; otherwise it is meaningless md use-
lesses It must lead to thoughts of life as‘ it concerns hummn beings,
md the central figure must always be the individual. His positive
taste for literature is for the classics with their intellectual
appeal, His humenism places not rigld, but flexible boundaries.

Besides intelleotual appeal, he demends emotional restraint, balance,
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symmetry, decorum, and osreful finish of style. His most lavish
praise is acorsdited to the olassical literature of Greece end Roma.
He singles out Homer, Pindar, aand Virgil, fevoring them om socowmt
ef their objectivity, their restraint of persomal feeling, and their
expression of general or universal (rather than personal) emotion.

In Homer he saw the working of = masterful mind, depioting humenity
through the medium of such foroes as the godﬁ he sew orsative
ebility; mnd he sew atyle that still remains a ohallenge to the world
of writers. Pindar, he praised, as am original gonius, his oreative
ability being depictaod mostly through the innovation of the Pindarile
odes In Virgil he saw e great oreative ability thet helped to mould
and direet the progress of fellowesomtrymen. In all three he saw
oharm, fluidity of style, sad thought=provoki g subjeot material.

Bis shief regsrd for Plato was stimulated by the similarity of their
conception of the need for olear and consistemt and determined think-
ings He praised Plato's work for iis high intelleotuality; as he did
also the anolient Buddha.

80 penetrating and sc scholarly is Mr. Babbitt's wderstending
of the molent classical age snd its historiosl and literery figures,
that meny people (most notable among them probably being Paul Elmer
More) have felt that he would have served his college better had he
not been refused a position es tescher of classical lemguage. A
greater portion of the heritage of hia literary oritiomm would have

besn favorable if he had been dealing with the great literature of
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the past mastera. Bubt as a teacher of modern Freach literature,
Badbitt (movording to More) was foreed o work in a period whose
literary trends were largely distasteful to him; henoe his oriti-
olsm seoms largely negative, Austin Varren recalls a sonversation
in which Jr. Babbitt was askods “When in the past, would you like
%0 have lived"? mnd the enswer which Mr. Babbitt gave withoud
hesitation ﬁns "A% Athens in the age of Perioles.”

Yot Mr. Babbitt soems to have fomnd sufficient geod in the
literature of the French mnd other Buropesn writers to ocoupy the
average reader for mmny years. e saduired the tendenoy of Reeine
to withatmd ths foroes of pseudo=-clegsinism end hold fast %o the
prinoiples of the true classiclatss I llked the mature work of
Goethe, feeling that it was truly representative of the Lest of the
modern Cermen writing. Eis earlier work he rejected as ssvoring of
too much weak romentiaeismj he leter work showed strong evidense of
having a true hummnistio point of view,

His estimate of the Freanoh writers has heem given in detail
wmder the sumary of The Masters of Modem Fresoch Critieisme In

brief, the writers of this age in France whom he recugnised es having
some partiocular virtue or influmce were: MNademe de Stael, whom he
charecterized by her omn statememts ™obthing in 1ife should be
staticnary end art is petrified vhen 1% no longer chenges®”; Joubert,

with whosi he disagreed am relisicus prinoiples dut preised liberally
for his ability as a oritic end a siylist); Chatesubriand, whom he
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Judged to have been very influentisl in the shaping of forwarde
looking conceptions of the relatien of art md literature; Sainte-
Beuve, whom he olassed as an “eesthetic humanist® and whose eritical
work ho’ynhod a8 exhibiting "perfect teaot snd messure and ;ood
sease againgt the extreme"; Scherer, whose ohief worth lay in the
light he gave on the spiritual orises of his time; Reman, whom he
adnired most beosuse he attempted to set e standard for literary
oriticism (he admired also the perfection of his literary workmsn-
ship)s and Brunetiere, whom he judged teo have been s most sble
literary historian.

In gonerel, Mr. Babbitt expressed a bslief that the influence
of the French litersture would out<last that of any other modern
natione The best of the French wrilbers were £ superior to those
of any other modern nation, in thelr abilidy to think clearly and
logioslly. In compariscn with the Baglish authors, in this respect,
he sedd the English exhibited a habit of "muddling through.”

Among the English authors, Mr. Dabbitt singled ocut Matthew Arnold

as being the writer of outstanding high ideals. He aegreed with his
conoeption of the fwnotion of literature, which, acoording te Amold,
mast be, in some sense, a eriticism of life. Babbitt mmd Armold were
also agroed in their theory of the clagsical view of 1life; that the
resson working through the imaginetion and controlling emotien ocan
and should be to"eee life stesdily end mee it whole." MNr. Babbitt
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wes not lupervi'.oua to meny of the besutlies of the poetry contributed
to the world by Hnglish poetss In so far ms they upheld the dignity
ef human nature, he found much to admire in their work. Chesley
Martin Hutchings gives us his report as taken from his eclass notes.
¥r. Babbitt seids ‘

Of courss the 'inocient Mariner' hes merit. It 1s sheer
magioc. But the adventures of the Mariner are not a part of
universal human experiencs. Do not midunderstsnd me. I
demand merely that wa recopnise in litersture, differemt
levols of velue. 4And works like the "Anolent Mariner' or
Keat's '0de to e Wightingale,' while excellent in their way,
do not approsch the highest level. It is precisely in this,
the fallure to admit push grigntim-. that the expressionist
eritics err most flagrently.

IS one were to formulate Babbitt's fundamental prineciples of
literary oriticism briefly, they would necessarily inolude his belief
that oontent should be emphasized more than gtructure or style, and
that, to be great, s work of literature must show a wholesome moral
attitude and & sound philosophy of 1ife. Babbits thinks that for an
estimate of a beok's literary worth one should depend, not on the
book's immediate popularity with the mamy, but on the judgment of
the "keen-sighted few." In common with wost oritics, he agrees that
the final test of literary value is the test of time--ths Judgment

of posterity.

15, mtohings ing_z. ﬁ-y Pe 228,



Chapter V

THE INFLUSNCE AND VALUB OF
IRVIEC BARBITY'S NEO-BUMAEISTIC
THEQRY AND CRITICISM

It would be presumptucus of me to attempt to jJudge Irving
Babbitt. The impression, now grown into an established convistion,
remeins with me that he wes & man of such superior intellect that
his opinﬁ.ona'mnoti be lizhtly cast easide. How permsnent his ine
fluence on Ameriosn thought and letters will be remaine for pos=
terity to debermine. The reaction of the present generation cen
most felrly be presented to the readers by allowing the oppments
end the propements of humenism, smd alse prominent schiolars who saw
both good snd bad in Babbitt's hamniem, to aspesk for themselves.
It 1s beyond the scope of the present study to preset all the evie
demae. To do so would be to oopy seores of olosely ressoned and
closely written artiaoles, the abundance of whioh is & testimony to
the oriticsl eontroversy occasioned by Babbitt's work.

Perhaps the most purposeful charge that is mede againsgt
humeniem is that it is a substitute for religzion. The boundaries
of penuine humanism are brosd snd flexible, but it ie plsin that the
word is being eppropriated for polnts of view that osnnot be brought
within these oonfines, however genercusly they may be extended. It
4s en error to say that hmenism oan take the place of religion. On
this subjeot ws have the opinion of H, E, Fosdiok expressed as follows:
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After all,...the genesis of humanism 18 net diffieult to
see. In a generetion when the older forms of theism have zone
to pleces, and of high spirit snd devoted enthusiesm osanot
because of that etop living well,...They have ssid, Let theism
ge» God or no God, the good 1ife may still be ours.

In ooncluding his article Dre Fosdiok puts himself in the
position of the mmn to whom belief in & God has beoome entirely

negative.

Finding the cosmos...baslcally irrationel, I should face
with equanimity, being rational myself. I should do my best
%o say that even whan all spiritual meming is banished from
ultimete reality, and the things that we love best-friendship,
postry, solence, socletles that grow in humenism snd good will-
are seon ae trivial incidents in the colossal onrush of the
cosmos, it still is better to love those values and find one's
1ife in thelr service. I should homestly endeavor %o be a
couragecus humsnist, couwnting it oraven to let even en antago-
nistio wmiverse dissuade me from decenoy, justice, and poode
will. But in hours of luoid ingight when I grasped the full~
orbed meaning of the ider that the determiner of deatiny is
altogether physical, no more aware of our bumin values then ere
the stars of the Big Dippersesef should be a far-from enthusi=-
aptio humenietesesand there would be hours when I, a humsnist,
would pray o the Cod I no longer believed in to help theiste
80 aredibly to rebuild theism, that humamists might disappesr.l

In theae words Mr. Fosdlek hee voioced the sentiments of the
mmy who, in time of dire need, feel the comforting reassurace
that there is a suprome God an whom they may rely; that slthough
humenism le & strong eagemoy, it is not sufficiently adequate for
spiritusl needs. It seems clear that Babbitt's type of humanilsm
does not necessarily imply e denisl of religlous faith.

1. He By Posdiok, "Limitatione of Humanism,” Harper's
Magasine, vols 180 (Dea., 1928), ppe. 50=60,
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8ome opponents of hwasnism ridicule the "inner cheok™ idea.
Ce Jo Herrick palls it » "eoinage of a high~brow neme for an unimown
factor.” He expresses the opinion that 1%t is not en edequate solution
of & solentifio problaem, though "this subtle devioe has at times
retarded sclentific advenoce for gemerations.® The remedy, he suggests,
should be not less but more sclences r. Sheen oriticises the whole
group of modern humanists:
OQur modern humanists who ask us to reject the super=human
Christ, either beocause eternal 1life is not necessary or because

faith In Him is reduocible to 'imegination,' are asking ue to
£1y in the face of forty centuries of experiment.
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Acsdemio Humsniem (Babbitt's group) is slarmist in temper,
orthodox in tendmay, and 1likely to degenerate into & new
soholastiolem.?

A similar objeotion to humanism is thaet it has its source in

& psychology of "escape.” It is oharged with being an attempt te
flee from the present into apust so remote thaet it has become im-
possible for the modern man. This charge 1s based on a bslief that
the true purpose of literature has been misinterpreted; in other
words, that humsnism is based upon & misapprehemsion of the purpose
of literature.

Harry Salpeter refers to Mr. Babbitt as a Calvinist end finds

2. Po J. Sheen, "The Kew Pazenism,” The Catholio Newa (Peb.
22, 1980), ppe 30-32.
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11ttle good in either the mem or his teschingse lNs says he is
"ssoharsh and twangy, too sure of his dogms and showing how wused
he had beoome to contradiotionec..”

Frank Jawett Mather weg asscolated with Mr. Babbitt in their
early teashing at Williams College end watched the development of
Babbitt's humanism fyom close renges. He did not accept it in full.
Mre Mather o.‘ppnmﬂy riled rellzion out of hie concaption of
humsnism. 5o preferred that the humanist be an agnostics He did
not foreses any very influential development for hummniem or & very
bright futurse for Mr. Babbitt, Ho saids

To become legendary while living is, zenerally speaking,

wifortunete. Such was Irving Babbitt's lot....iny time in

the last 80 years to mentien Irving Babbltt to the average
assistant professor of say literature was to face exeoration.

3
Yot all of Irving Babbitt's disoiples, including many of his
pupils, could held fast to what they had learned. Under his leader-
ship and fired By his seal meny wers faithful to his dootrines, But
without his pressnce, the strength whish he had commmicated waned,
uwntil they retained enly s stook of epigrematio phrases whioch they
rerarded os ideas, As is so often the ocase, most of thess gradually
sank to a state of neutrelity, adwitting of both good end bad in

Babbitt's teachinss. OFf hie resotion toward thie zroup, Warper C.

8. Prank Jawell Mather, Jre, in Irving Babbitty Men and

Teacher, edited by Frederiok Aie Mmohester end Udell thopard

TWew York, G. P. Putnem's Sons, 1941), ps 40.
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Ries has written ;‘

But of personel rencor or bitterness toward those oolleagues
who differed from him he showed no trace, making it perfectly
olear that he could hold in high personal regard, men whose
views he was combating,

Heo revealed some distress of spirit, however, when he epoke
of those whom he had onoe ecoeptsd wholeheartedly as allies,
but in whose support he could not longer trust. Paul Elmer
More, he remarked,...seemed %o be fellin; away from him...fs
feared lest Nore was abundoning the humanistio for the religious
point of views; mnd he wag doubly perturbed in consequence, for
the clnge memnt not only thet he found it inoreasingly diffi-
oult to keep in perfect understending with an old friend, bhud
also that the humenist poeition was losing one of its sblest
expoundars, the men who beyend all others had the gifit of
expression and the mastery of a distingnished style,

¥hat he obviously felt to be the defestion of Stuart Sherman
troubled him even more=for he thouzht that Sherman was going
over t¢ the humaniterisns, develeping e sive sympathies,
approaching dengercusly near to sentimentality. The Middle
West, Babbitt believed, hgd been too muoh for Sherman, who had
lost his senss of velues.

A study of the work of Paul Elmer More is a sufficient
assiment for smother theels. TWhat is negessary te establish his
position in oomnection with the advance of Babbitt's humenism, will
be disoussed at a later place in this paper.

Allen Tete oan also be numbered among thoae who assumed &
more or less tolerant attitude toward humenism. While he would
admit of ite elevating influence, he condemmed it severely from the

stendpoint of relizion. He charged that it was & "refuge for these

4., Tarner G. os, in ibld., p» 250

8. The writer would not agree with this statement, after having
nad courses in English wnder Mre Sherman, at the Thiversity of Nebraska.
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persons who want to be relizious without assuming the responsidility
of defending a dogmatic orthodoxy of the conventionsl kind." He
says they want the "moral elevation without the superenstural sus-
tention."

Louis Trenchard More, brother of Paul Elmer, looked upen
Babbitt's humsnism with a MideWest attitude, similar to that of Dr.
Sherman, and like Shermen was also e professor at the Thiversity of
Nebrasim. Later he taught physice in the thiversity of Cincinnati.
M¥r. More emphasiszes the limitations of solenoce end the need for
humenistic ethics. He writes as follows:

I sew Babbitt when, as 2y guest, he osme to Cincimati to
deliver the Phi Beta Xappe address....Hls audience will never
forget the addreass Babbitt gave that night. But he was
melancholy, and I suppose the shadows of his approaching end
wore gathering, for he told me again and again that 21l had
deserted him, and that nly he was left se & gargat for the
shafts of the romantieists and humanitarians.

Suoh ocomments as the fore~going muet be welghed agsinat those
of & more positive nature, iz order that we may errive at a fair
estimate of the work of Irving Babbitt,

In his profession he fought his way up by sheer attainwent;
apprecisted or not, his ecoomplishment can not be denied, even by
those who oalle d him a "silly dresmer evoking a dusty path.” One

who is well qualified to judge Irving Babbitt is Forman Fo-ntor.'

6. Louls Trenchard More, in ibid., p. &9

7. Norman Foerster is sn cducsator, oritio, end author. §s
has been & professor of English at the Thiversities of Iowa md of
Forth Carolina. He is the editor of Humanism and Amerioca.
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& former studemt of his at Harvard. Dr. Poerster, in one of the
many artioles he has written about Babbitt, says:

One of the great mem in the intellectual history of America,
Irving Babbitt combined the logioal firmess of a Jomathan
Edwards with the intuitive flexibility of en Emerson. In an
age when our intellectual 1ife wes indecisive snd even nebulous,
his firmess wes readily granted, indeed wes often teaken to be
rigid formaliem,.

Babbitt'e firmess, hoth intelleotusl end ethical, needs no
further testimony, though those who mew him personally eould give
interesting exsmples. Dr. Fosrster continues his remarks by seying:

His floxibility, on the other hand, was denied, except for
an osoasicnal inconsistent charge that he wes romentically
vague, But he was never vague, in books or personal talk, if
vagueness implies wmclearmess where the human mind is capable
of clearmass.

In all the years I knew him, I never foumd him, ewven for
a momant, I think, dogmaticelly wholesale in his judgments.
e made me feel, rather, that I needed correotion or amende-
ment when I agreed with him, end he waa oonatantly coming to
the rescus of his anemies, pointing out that their errors
must not be exaggerated nor their virbtues denied, I have
never known any psrson, in the flesh or through the printed
word, more solioitous for the true truth.
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I knew Irving Babbitt rather intimately for nearly & gquarter
of a century, from the time he wag an assistent professor at
fiarvard down to the year of his death, and in ell that time I
never heard him speak malieiously of anyone.

Mnd this despite the fuct thet he waes s volee orying in the
wilderness, resented for making s ncise in the profession and
in the country generallye.
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He was simple and netural end honest. Like all men he had an
intelleotusl history, & chmging snd developing of thought, as
future scholars may be counted on to point out in deteil, but
still it ieg true that he altered less then his peers in the past




and incomparably less than men of intelleotual endowments in
ths veoillating present. The Babbitt that I knew when I was

sn uwder-graduate at Harvard was slresdy the Babbitt of the
last years. When I saw him in April of 1833, lying in his bded
marked for death {(as he seemed to know better than others), he
was the same firm-voiced, carefully-just, great men I had known
80 long,-sourageous, cheerful, deeply connerned for the things
that htdstl'nyl oocupied him, living his life consistently to
the end.

William F. Msag, Jr. experienced e similar ssquaintance with
Mre. Babbitt 'md by virtue of its long duretion became a competant
Judges Over a period of 40 years, first as a student, and later as
& roomer in the Babbitt home, his asscoistion was very olose. Of
Babbitt he wrote:

Fnowing Professor Babbitt so well, we could never taks
seriously the oharge thet he opposed everything romanties No
one oould have read aloud Rousseeu's magical prose with deeper
feeling than he, or show kemer appreciation of its lyrical
beaubysseole was not atbompbing to give & ~ounded estimate
of Rousseau, bubt, ae he was %o write in the introduction to
Rousseau snd Romenticism, to trace main currents as a of
$1s searoh for s set of prinoiples to oppose naturalism.

Porsaally, Hr. Masg found Babbitt to be one of the friende
liest oritics. He says he was "a man of great intellest, and narrow
outlook, a men of enfranchised mind, and, at the game time, &
Philistine."

Mr, Maag oontinues his defense of Mr. Babbitt by saying that
where hummism is confused with humsnitarisnism, as it frequently ia,

Babbitt is accused of irrelipion, but that "in fect he admired most

8. Norman Foerster, in ibid., pp. 96 et seq.
9. William P, m;. in ibid., Pe 73




of all the Christisn gentleman snd Christisn humenism.”

George Roy Elliott was not a student of Babbitt's, but he did
aocoept humenism. Mr. Elliott was e professor of English Literature
st Amherst College, and he wrote many articles defending humanistic
dootrines. In them, he emphasized more than Babbitt the importanoce
of "dogmatio and revealed religion” but thought humenism wes of much
value even without religion.

Holding olosely to this same school of thought is Thomas
Stearns Eliot, the post end oritic. He was a disoiple of Babbitt in
his theories about 1life snd literature, end was author of numerocus
volumes of verse and oritiecsl essays. Hie views on religion coin-
elided with those of George Roy Blliott. He wrote,

I do not believe thet any pupil who was ever deeply impressed
by Babbitt, can ever spesk of him with that mild tenderneas one
feels towards something ono has outgrowm or growmm out of. If
ene has onoe had that relstionship with Babbitt, he remains
pormsnently sn active influence; his idess are permsnent with
me, as a messurement and teat of one's om. I cannot imagine
anyone coming to remet agsinst Bebbitt. Bven in the conviotions
one may feel, the views one may hold, that seem to oomtradiet
most importent oconviations of Babbitt'e own, one is sware that
he himself was very largely the ceause of them. The magnitude
of the debt thet some of us owe to him should be more obvious
to posterity then our contemporariese.

1t may well be that the world will find the lasting influmae
of Ir. Babbitt's hunmnism to be exemplificd in the Orient. Paul
Elmor ¥ore has gaid that Mr. Bebbitt was vrobably the only Americen

ot our time who was "regarded by Orimtals as ¢ wise man in their

10. Thomas Stearns Eliot, in ibid., P 102,
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own tradition end who knew exaoetly how to receive the homage of their
diseipleship.” Fortified with a wide knowledge of their belisfs and
their traditions and their languages, he wos intensely interested
in them &s a people. Marcus Selden Coldmmn atbtests to this in his
writing and tells of the very evident influence Mr. Babbitt had on
them. o ssys:

On & number of oceasions I found Babbitt surrounded by
Orientel studmts, some of whom had oome to Paris especially
SHiut 5 wsaher of Magmtaty Rerioes ma Finoeed), |

» ’ .

It seems to the writer that it is smong these peoples that
Babbitt's humenism is most likely %o fill a permsnent end desirable
needs Osecillating betwesn thelr pagen beliefs and more or less
vague niotions of Christimaity, humanism could serve e transitimel
purpose md would divert them from naturalism, which would seem to
be their only elternative. Hummism would meke suoh peoples ine
dividuslistic, end by virtue of plesing the reaponsidility of right
living within themselves, it would be a decided atep forward. The
writer feels that humenism is primarily a secular movementj the
emphasis being on ideas md doctrines. The humanist's plane of life
is not in oppositicn te relizim. It does not seem to be impossible
that in a synthesis of the two, the humanist's l1ife may have e future.
The value of humanisn, asz set forth by Babbitt, lies not in the
novelty of his conalusions but in the power with whioch he has
snalyzed the whole modern wovement. Hia strong oontention was that

11. Marous Selden Soldman, im ibid., p. 238.
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modern movement is proceeding away from olvilization; that the
"modemn world ie wrongon first prineiplee.” He set himself sgeinst
this main direotion of Western thought ainoce the Bightsenth oentury,
in some respects sinee the Renalssencs. The value of the dootrines
whieh he brought in opposition lies in the keemness of his perceptiom,
breadth of comprehension, subtlety of reasoning, weslth of illug-
tration, ranze of learning, eloguamocs, wit, snd thorousmess which
have pone into %he author's exemination and recording.

Whether one thinks Drs Babbitt right or wrong, he must

agree with Rudelph Altrocehi, who says:

ssebehind hie convietione, there was (there still is in his
books) a valisnt spirit, a smity, an admirable integrity,
noblility of intent, his wmquestionably high stendards of huaan
conduot snd of artw-in short, his lofty idesliem, so lofty as
to seem now wmattainsble--must make even thuse who sre inimical
%o his theories admire him as & strong emd sslutery influence.

Therae ngy wall be, in biz books, s permsnent message for owr
world.!

Mad in defense of the humenist, whoever he may be, one
might say, as dees Sorman Foerster:

In general, why should not the humanist, it may be ssked,
devote himeelf quietly to his omn task-ethat of effecting un
adjustment between the law of measure and the ever-novel
emergencies of sotusl living, and at the same time refuse %o
take sides toe deoisively in the great debate between the
neturelists end the supernaturalists? If pressed too hard
by the supernaturaliste in partiouler, why should he not
reply in the words of Popes

“Prgsuma not God to soemny -
The propsr study of mankind is men" 1}

12. Ralph Altroochi, in ibid., pe 98,

15, Norman PFoerster, Humsnism end Amerioca (New York, Oxford
hiversity Press, 1928), p. S0.
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Paul Flmer More was without doubt the wost ardemt supporter
of Babbitt's theories of humenism. For mny years he worked in
elose harmony with Mr. Bebbitt, He has written many books in de-
faage of humanistis dootrines. Bome of them are: A Revival of

Humenism, On Being Mumen, snd The Shelburne Essays (in several

yolumes )e

mpu the world csnnot interpret the workings of his mind
or thy dnfluences whish esvsed him to desert the views of Bebbitt
and to inslst that the missing link between the latter's theories
mnd Cod, be supplisd. Although he still holds fast to meny of the
tenets of humeniem, nolmowledging vest benefits derivable from its
study, he leans more and more to the idea of & revealed religion.

To looss the band that head tied him so intimately to so
valued a frisnd snd co-worker as Yore, was perhaps the greatest
disappointment that ever befell Mr. Bebbitt. His keen sense of
having been deserted is shom in meny of his later writings.

In the winter of 1951 Irving Babbitt gave the Alexender
Leotures Ln Toronto, the lagt importent series of lectures he de-
1iversd, His heslth declined steadily from Jmuary 1952, wuntil he
died at his home in Cambridge, July 18, 1833.

It 8 of interest to consider the obituaries from both hia
oppments md his supporters. From the editorial page of The Hation

e may reads
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It is reported that Professor Irving Bebbitt had oo great
admiration for many of those who slimbed aboard his Humanistio
Bandwegon when, for some mysterious remson, it ot started
about three years azo. HNow that he has just died in Cambridge
at the age of sixty-seven he leaves Paul Elmer More as the
last remaining representative of the older gmeration of those
quasi=Christien Americmn saholars who oarried oo a losing
battle & ninet both romsntiolsm snd that naturalism whioh they
regurded ae essmtislly a later development of the same $hinge
Professor Bebbitt, author of meny books snd for thirty-eipht
years & mamber of the faculty of Earverd Thiversity, had a pro-
digious familiarity with international literature, whish he
seaned sometimed Yo rend chiafly in order to demownce !t, By
oomparison with Professor More his whole attitude end work
gezued relatively repatives Tt was = strange paradox that this
aloof Professor should have besn acoepted as a leader in a sghort-
lived omtroversy of more-or-lsss popular charecter. The ex-
planation of the paradox 1s tha® thers was a ocertain oconnestion
between his 1deas snd those of the reactiomary group of younger
oritios. It ias doudbtful, however, if the older and the yowmger
Amanists ever understood cae another, and Professor Habbitt
allowed hinself to be queted as mn authoridty withoub, exsept
upon one ooccasion, tdcin; my naotive part in the oontroversy,
whioh was already dyin: when the more reeent uggreoﬁmul of
the Marxisn oritios pitohed it inbo the baakground.

And from the pen of Louls Je fs ieroier, we have the following
agooumnt

Often through that spring of 1953 the thoughts of all who had
mown him snd who knew of his amdition ocould not dut turn teo
him with boundless sympathy es he struggled iIn his last medi-
tations shot through with physioal pain.

One day, shortly after the olose of the summer sohool, &
telogrem came. Only a few sould gather to pay him a last tribute.
It waa cme of those perfeat days whioh are at their hest in the
Harverd Yard, We took our seats in the small stalls of the
chapel of the Hemorial Church. lio {lowers. The utter simplie-
ity of a orimson drapery in keepin: with the single purpose of
his life. Lymn Harold Hough frem the pulpit above spoke words
that marksd him as one who was to do much to osrry on e Christ-
4en utilisation of humenism, In filing past, at the end, an

14. Editorisl, "Irving Babbitt, “The Nation, vol. 137
(July 26, 1833), p. 87. N juiemn. u i
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older friend snd colleague ventured a furtive sign of the oross.

We wore som eoatbersd and I wslked toward Widener, where I
had go often met with him. Then I turned back. The squirrels
were still gamboling and the pigeons pecking on the gresn. The
shadows of the elms still pleyed on the wells. The golden lizht
still suffused the soene. But not s single humen being was now
in sight. I just emught a glimpse of & high black oar disappear-
ing down the sunlit path. Irving Babbitt was crosaing a gate of
Barvard Yard for the last time. The bell was tolling; tolling
the loss of his miversity, of all the parsonal students to
wham he had given so umsperingly of his precicus time, of all
the students of thought end letters whom he had so stimuilated
even when he had antaganized themj $olling for the passing of a
great soul into the final mystery.”

Mnd now there romains for the reader, on the basis of the
testimony of the several witueeses, the privilege of plesing his owmn
estimate on the valus of the humanism of Dr. Irving Babbitt,

15. Louls Je As Meroler, in Irving Bsbbitt: Msan and Tesmcher,
edited by Frederiok A, Manchesbter and Odell Eﬁmra, (Wew York,

Ge Pe Putnam's Sons, 19‘1). Ppe 207=208,




92
BIBLIOGRAPHY

Books

Babbitt, Irving. Demooracy and leadership. New York, Houghton
MAff1in, 1924. 349 ppe

Deals chiefly with the Remsntic influencs on the theory of
government snd with loglical dowlomme of Romsntic practise in
modern govermernts.

Babbitt, Irving. FPrench Literature. Chicago, American Library Assooia-

tion, 1538, 268 PPe

Precents the author's cpinions of French writers and thelr
worke .

Babbitt, Irving. Literature and the Americean Gollc&. Bostan,

Houghton Mifflin, 1910. 312 ppe

A defense of the Mumanistic in the Liberal Arts oourse and an
essay on the influenoce of Romanticism on education theories.

Babbitt, Irving. The Maaters of licdern Frenoh Critioism. Boston

snd New York, Boughton Mifflin, 1912. 298 pp.
A thorough study of leading French critles of the nineteenth

eentury as well as a discussion of the problem of modern critioism
ad 1ts alm.

Babbitt, Irving. The New Laockoon. Boston and New York, Houghton

Mifflin, 1910. 258 ppe

The question of the confusion of the arts both on the pseude-
olassio and on the Romantic side 43 treated in this book. It is
importsnt as & study in comparative literature.




95
Babbitt, Irving. Rousseau snd Romenticlsm. New York, Houghten

Containa his strongest attaock on Romemtiolsm snd clearest
definition of modern life and its needs.

Babbitt, Irving, Spenish Character: eand Other Bsseys. Bostm and
Kow York, Houghton Mifflin, 1940, 361 pp.

A treatise on the characteristios of the Spanishe

Diotionary of Amsricen Biography, edited by Harris B. Starre New

York, Charles Scribner's Sas, 1944. val. xxi. Supplemsnt 1.
718 PPe
this 1is & biographicsl dictionary of Americen suthors.

Foerster, Norman, Hmunign amd Americs. New York, Oxford Wiiversity

Press, 1928. 294 ppe.

Essays on the outlock of modern civilizationm.

Irving Babbitt: Man snd Temcher, edited by Frederiok A. lenchester

eand Odell Shepard. New York, G« P. Putnam's Sans, 194le 756 pp.

A collestiom of opinions written sbout Mr. Babbitt by his
students, friends, fellow teschsre, and assoclates.

Living Authors: A Book of Bl%ngm.u. edited by Dilly Tate, New

Yﬁ"k’ The He. G. Wilson Company s 1651, 466 PP

Horoler, Je 4. _‘!_'r:.g Challenge of Humsmiism. New York, The Oxford
thiversity Press, 1938. 288 pp.
An essay in ocomparative oriticiasme




More, Paul Elmer. MNew Shelbwrne Essays. Princeton, Prinseton

lhivernity PI‘EI;I. 15956+ 202 PPe
Presents the author's view point on literary trends in meny
oomtries.
Smith, J. He md Parks, 2. W The Great Critios. New Tork, W. We
Horton & Compeny, Ino., 1858. 758 pp.

A thorough study of authors whom Mr. Smith end Mr. Perks judged
4o ba outstanding in the field of literary oritloimm.

Twentieth=-Century Authors: A Blographicsl Dictionery, edited by

Ss Jo Jnitz and He Hayoraft. Kew York, He ¥. Wilson Compmay,
19‘2. 15?7 FDe

Phis 1z a biographical dictionary of modern literstwre which
provides suthentic information on the writers of the century.

Periodicals

Babbitt, Irving. "The Primitiviem of Wordsworth," The Boolkman,

vole T4 (sm:. 1931)' PP 10~11,
A oritiecal snalysis of William Wordsworth as a writer.

Bditorial, The Eation, vole. 137 (July 26, 1958), p. 87.
An obituarye.

Blliott, G. R., "Latest Work of Irving Babbitt," Saturdey Review of

Literature, vol. 8 (M. 4, 3932). P 768,
A oriticism of the latest writings of Irving Babbitt.




96

Fosdick, H. B., "Limitations of Hmsenism,® Herper's lagmsing,
vol.160 (Dece, 1929), ppe 5080

The suthor's judgment of Humsnlsm.

Mather, Frenk Jewstt. "The New Lackoon." The Natiamn, wol. 90
(dme 9, 1910), p. 580,

Mr. Mather's opinions oomocerning Babbitt's book.

Sheen, #« Jo, "The New Paganism,” The Catholic News (Peb. 23, 1830),

PP 30=32.

Adverse ocritioclmm of Neo-Hmunism.
Msnusoripts
MoGinmis, Dr. Myrta. "Romsntio Melencholy.®

A study of Babbitt's theory adbout the melanoholy strain in
romentioism end ite influemoe in the develomment of naburalism.




	The Neo-Humanistic Criticism Of Irving Babbitt
	Recommended Citation

	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p0a
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p0i
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p0ii
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p0iii
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p0iv
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p001
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p002
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p003
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p004
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p005
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p006
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p007
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p008
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p009
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p010
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p011
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p012
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p013
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p014
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p015
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p016
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p017
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p018
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p019
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p020
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p021
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p022
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p023
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p024
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p025
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p026
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p027
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p028
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p029
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p030
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p031
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p032
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p033
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p034
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p035
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p036
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p037
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p038
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p039
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p040
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p041
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p042
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p043
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p044
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p045
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p046
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p047
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p048
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p049
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p050
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p051
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p052
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p053
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p054
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p055
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p056
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p057
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p058
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p059
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p060
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p061
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p062
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p063
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p064
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p065
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p066
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p067
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p068
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p069
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p070
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p071
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p072
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p073
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p074
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p075
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p076
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p077
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p078
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p079
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p080
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p081
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p082
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p083
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p084
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p085
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p086
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p087
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p088
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p089
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p090
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p091
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p092
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p093
	fhsufltc_mccordcarrie_p094

