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INTRODUGTION '

This thesis is a history of Gosper. County, Nebrasksa,
from the time of the first authentic journey across the county
until the present time.

Regardless of the fagt that I have had many sources of in-
formation and not withstanding that al} whom I have interviewed
have been very kind and helpful, ny history is not complete,
There are gaps in the narrative that I have been unable to fill
- in the time which I could devote to it WMany records have been
lost or destroyed. Many of the early settlers are dead.

Qfficial records and newspaper files have been my chief
sources but both of them were incomplete. The Nebraska State
Historical Society was especially helpful in furnishing both
primary and secondary source materisl. By his kindly sugges-
tions Mr. H. S. Robinson, State Historicsl Society Statistieian,
helped locate much valuable information. The county officials
of Gosper County were very kind in their cooperation. They gave
me many useful suggestions as to the location of valuable re-
cords.

Some of my history of Smithfield has been obtained in e
terviews with thé older settlers there (not the original sett-
lers) who have graciously helped me. Mrs. Bigelow's accounts
have been very helpful. All accounts have been substantiated
by not lesé than two non-interested sources.

There are a few controversal events that some people may
disagree with and claim that such and such was the case, I have

tried@ to be fair with events and believe my accounts are guilte



accurate. There are doubtless mistakes but I have tried to
prevent them. The fact that T h;ve always tried to get two
or more disinterested and reliable sources in controversal
cases should help to prevent mistakes. The locaution and dste
of the first school in the county, the first person to be born
in the county and the locations of Plum Creek Massacres'! were
especially difficult topics. 1In the case of the first school
and first white person born in the county, I believe that my
thesis is correct. In regard to the Plum Creek Massacres the
more time I spent on the topic and the more data I collected
the more confusing the topic became. I am satisfied that our
knowledge concerning these Massacres is too meager and too in-
accurate.

I have for the most part kept away from the spectacular
events and have tried to give a true picture of the economic
and social conditions of the county especially since the form~
ation of the county.

To Prof. Robert Lincoln Parker who helped me develop a love
for the truth, to Dr. Raymond L. Welty, my major professor, who
has aided and guided me in my work and to all others who have

aided me, I give my sincerest thanks.
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ETISTWIRY OF cGIPRERJOTHITY
Chapter 1.

The first history to mention Gosper County was The History

of Nebraska, its Advantages and Drawbacks,lpublished in London,

England in the year 1875. This history encouraged cettlers to
corie to Nebraska. It tells that persons with a thousand pounds
(about £5,000) can secure suitable locations in southrestern
Nebraska to raise cattle ana sheep which can winter without lLay.
The cecond history was written by Harrison Johnson< in 179 .nd
the third history vas by 4. T. ‘ndreas in 1982,3 tince tren
guthor could find rno evidence Qf a serious éffort to write ilie
history; of the county.

The c¢limate, ghe soil, the native ve etation, * e —ative
animals and tie reoile huve deterainiel the historv of *7e county.

Tidele IT. Ballard h.s written o very od descripticu of the
country in early times. She wrote:

Prairie fires...blizzZards in Ghich psople lost tkzir

way and their lives between their barns and ligises wud Wsre
found frozen to deuth within call of their hcoies...hot windgs
that burned the crops wui cooked nilk in *the tenlax g
COTN. s sWinds that blew thiree days Ffrom the woutl wnd wle
turned in its tracks and blew the cand wid E bl again
leaving plenty top~soil on the "ay...a Cuiltry ra 1ife
ifself depenied uwoon whether the rains weuld coue in tise,

A eountry where the insane asylums
LA :

—— e + "
women from t

weye mostly Tilled mith

g ranches, . .whexe moTe 11l & few bhri i da

l= The History of Nebrasxa, its Advantages and Dranbocis, LONAOLH,
England, LE7E.

2 EdwWard Johnson, Histary of Nebraghs, Omuha, 1579,

indreas, History of NebraskEs, Nhicago, 18BZ.

e s T.




s 00
* 9
.
?
.
.
3
.
.
w4 Al LU L LG,
.
] l) L)
]

. .



ing wind is a strong, cold northrest wind sometimes accompan-
ied by a heavy snow. Such a storm is a« bligzzard.

The average rainfall over a period of 46 years is 22.8
inches., During 20 of these years the rainfall has been above
average and during 21 of these years the rainfall has heen below
average.?

The summers are characterized by warm days and niechts,
which favor the growth of corn. The average length of the frost-
free season, /pril 30 to October 8, is 161 days. Xilling frost*s
have occurred as late as May 24 and as ezrly as September 11 in
the 43 year period from 1893 to 190, inclusive.SB

The following table, compiled from records of tie TUnited
States Teather Bureau at Holdrege, in Phelps County, ~ives the
normal monthly, seasonal, and annual temperature and precipii-
ation at that station. These records are fa.rly representative

of climate conditions in Gosper County.?

w. L. F. Gary, compiler, Bulletin 511, United States Department
ef Agriculture, Washington, D. C. Octe, "37. pP.1ll.

8. W. J. Moran, Soil Survey of Gosper County, Pe. <.
GREbldRe . 4.



Month Temperature Precipitation

Mean Absolute Absolute Mean Total Total Snow

maximum minimum an't am't average
driest wettest depth
year yesr
i = - (1934) (1915)
DAY - Y R — F __ Inches 1Inch 1Inch  1inch
Dece 28.3 70 - 18 0.66 0.61 0.35 5T
Jan, 25.5 70 - 26 W42 .10 .59 4,0
Febe 22.9 79 - 43 A8 . 119 1.15 7.6
Winter 27.6 79 =23 1.B6 T80 2309 15.3
Mar. 58.5 92 b 10 1-04 017 10 76 7.9
50.9 101 - - 10 2.80 36 3,63 2.0
60.6 102 g 19 3.80 67 6,99 5
49.9 T02 - 10 7.64 I1.20 12.38 10.Z
1.% 108 28 3,74 3.06 9.13 .0
76.9 111 42 %.20 1.66 7.38 .0
75.3 108 42 2.90 1.36 6.20 .0
~ L. B 11T 38 9.8& 6.08 22.81 N
Septe 67.1 115 23 1.96 2.288 2.60 )
Octe. 53.7 96 ] 1.55 .65 « 50 iy
Nov. 39.1 88 éi@ -B80 _L570 <35 Zan
Fall 5%.1 115 8 4,31 4,63 3440 Zed
Year 53.1 115 -43 26,65 13.81 40.73 30,0

10.- On November 1I, 1940, & record cold of - 10 was reached.
This cold killed much of the wheat and many of the fruit trees.




Nearly 80 per cent of the rainfall comes between ipril 1
and Qctober 1, but much of it is terrentisl, which czuses rapid
erosion and results in considerable loss through surface run-
off. In only one year (1934) has the rainfall fallen below 14
inches. !
Rainfall of Gosper County.l2

Gosper County  May-August July-August August Period

Average Average of yrs.
18.3 6.15 3.90 41 yrs.
Amount and variation of precipitation in Gosper County.l5
county Period Annual Annual May~Aug. variation
average variation average
Gosper 1895-1933  22.8 in. 24.6% ‘ 13.3 26.1%

The rainfall reaches its maximun in June, then gradually
declines the remsinder of the year.l4

Most of the area of Gosper County constitutes a watershed
for two drainage systems; there is a short slope northesstward
toward the Platte River. There is a long southward slope toward
the Republican River. The long slope is drained by three small
streams, the Elk, the Muddy and the Turkey Creeks; all of which
flow into the Republican river.t® Plum Creek is the only stresm

of any importance although there are numerous small creeks in the

11, W. J. Moran, sSoil survey of Gosper County, DP. o-7.

l2. L. F. Gary, Bulletin 311, Oct. '37, p. 1ll«
1% Thid., p. 1ll.

1l4. Geroge Evert Condra, Geography of Nebraska, Lincoln, 1923,
D DD,

15. See map, p.l. Nebraska State Planning Board, Water Resources
of Nebraska, Lincoln, 1936. p.l.




canyons which comprise most of the western part of the county.l6
Plum creek enters the county about four miles south of the north-
west corner of the county, flows toward the northeast until with-
in a mile of the northern boundary, then flows southeast parallel
to the Platte River until within four miles of the east bound-
ary and then once again flows northeast until it leaves the county
in the extreme northeast corner. At the place of leaving the
county, the creek is only a few rods from the Platte River.17

The largest nearly level tracts are in the northeast one-
third of the county, where the surface of the 0ld plain has not
been greatly modified by erosion and lies at or near its former
level, One of the least eroded areas comprises about 50 square
miles east of Smithfield. Here the upland is nearly level. One
finds that the drainage ways are poorly defined and there are
many shallow depressions in which water acecumulstes in wet seas-
ons. Westward of this area much of the land has been reduced to
a series of steep slopes and sharp ridges. This eroded ares con-
stitutes about 85% of the total area of the county.l®

Throughout most of the southern two-thirds, the nearly level
area of the 0ld plain has been altered to a succession of north-
south flat-topped tongues, from one-fourth to three-fourths of a
mile wide, separated by narrow and deeply entrenched drainage ways
whose canyon walls, at places, are nearly vertical.l® oOn most of
these canyon wslls are "cat~steps" and often yucca or soap weeds.

16, "Geography of Gosper Gounty," Lincoln Evening News, March Z,
1910.

17. Moran's Soil Survey of Gosper County, p. 28.

18. Ibid., p. 25.

19. Moran's Soil Survey of Gosper County, p. 1l.




Usually the bottom of the canyon is neariy flat, covered with
a thick coat of good grass which is usually mowed and cured for
hay_zo

The average elevation of the county is about 2500 feet a-
bove sea level., The altitude ranges from 2765 feet at Elwood
to about 2,200 feet on some of the canyon floors in the south-
east corner. The elevation of Smithfield is 2,647 feet.Z2l

Well water in good quality is readily obtainable in all
parts of the county. The depth of the wells range from 30 to
70 feet on the alluvial land to 400 feet on the upland.Z2?

The animals native to Gosper County were charscteristic of
those animals of the Great Plains, They were the antelope, black-
tailed deer, jJackrabbits, coyote, wolf, buffalo, prairie dog,
brush rabbits, badger, skunk, the beaver, and numerous smaller
animals. Reptiles of which the most common were the bull snake,
the rattlesnake and the garter snske were common. Frogs and toads
were found along the streams and ponds., Prairie chickens, grouse
and quail were plentiful.25 There were also a few wild turkeys
along the streamsé4d

The coyote, wolf, antelope, jackrabbit, prairie dog and
buffalo are true plains animals and are usually not found in other

regions, 7These animals exhibit common characterigtics:

20. Personal observation.
21, W. J. Moran, Soil Survey of Gosper County, p. 2.

22. Ibid., Pe. 2e

23, William A. Salisburg, The Elwood Bulletin (50th Anniversary
Edition), Sept. 12, 1935,

24, 014 timers tell about them,




1. All, save the coyote and wolf, are grasseaters.
2 All can get along with a small water supply. The
prairie dog and the jackrabbit need none. The
antelope exhibits great ingenuity in finding water
and, by virtue of its speed, can travel far for
its supply.
3. The antelope, the Jackrabbit, the coyote and the
wolf are noted for their speed. The antelope and
the jackrabbit depend primarily on speed for safety.
4. All these animals are extremely shy, and must be
hunted with long range guns. All possess great
vitality.
5. Most of them have been misnamed: the buffalo is
a bison, the prairie dog is & marmot, the jack-
rabbit is a true hare and the antelope is a prong-
horn.25
Each of these misnamed animals is especially sdapted for this
region., The prairie dog's food is grasss. Not only do they eat
the blades but they dig up the roots, destroying vegetation, root
and branches. He seeks safety in the ground.26

The buffaloes can travel long distances for water. They
travel in herds. Their horns and feet are cruel weapons for de-
fense and offense. Their long thick hair on their heads and
shoulders proteets them from the storms and unlike cattle which
turn away from the storm, they face the blizzard.27

The antelope is peculiarly well fitted for its chosen en-

vironment, First, it can detect danger at an immense distance.
20. Walter P, Webb, 1931, The Great Plains, Chicag0. pD.42-90.

26. Walter P. Webb, The Great Plains, p. 39,

27, Personal and friends' observations.




Second, it is the swiftest runner among wild animals on this
continent., Third, the antelope is equipped with & signal sys-
tem which enables it to communicate danger at great distances.
This is a whiXe patch on the rump, lighter in color than the
body. When frightened or interested in anything unususl the
antelope contracts its muscles and the patch becomes a flare
of white., Fourth, the antelope possesses great vitality.28

The jackrabbits have certain qualities that well fit them
for this region. Their long ears give them a keen sense of
hearing "and all they ask of a coyote is a fair start and an
open fieldm. =29

The 98th meridan separates the vegetation of the East from
that of the West. West of the line there is a scarcity or com~
plete absence of timber.?0 Since Gosper County is west of the
98th meridan we do not expect to find many trees. This is true,
there are few trees, these trees are mainly along the streams
where we find trees typical of the Plains Region, the most com-
mon being the cottonwood, box elder, scrub oak, willow, ash, and
the wild plum. These are trees typical of the eastern forest.

On the steep canyon sides are occasional red cedar and pine.
These trees are typical of the western foreSt. With few exceptions
the cedars and pines were cut long ago by the early settlers. Re-
cently many of the decidious trees have been cut due to the poor

financial condition of the people. This cutting is partly due to

28. Walter P. Webb, Great Plalins, pp. 4b-36.

29. Walter P. Webb. Great Plains, pp. 37-38.

20. Ibid., p. 27.




the fact that previous to 1933 most of the farmers depended
largely on corn cobs for most of their fuel, and since 1933 there
have been few cobs to burn.

When the first settlers came there were no trees on the up-
lands. A man standing on the tableland could not see a single
tree. After the country became settled most of the farmers snd
townspeople planted trees about their homes. These trees grew,
if well cared for, unt;l the 1934-40 drouth. During this drouth
nearly all trees on the tableland have again died and been cut
down for firewood until once again the plain is a nearly tree-
less plain.

Most early settlers mention that "bluestem" grass grew as
high as the horse's and cattle's backs in the canyons and valleys
and that it grew three feet high in the shallow basins on the upland
The drier regions were covered with a thick coat of buffalo and
grama grass. Today the native grass is nearly destroyed. The
grasslands have been plowed and the remaining prairie has been
overgazed until the upland pastures are nearly barren of vegeta-
tion and the lowland pastures have "grown up" to weeds., In add-
ition to the plants already mentioned, wild turnips, peas, buf-

falo beans and wild onions were sometimes Ffound.32

BI, The writer observed bluestem grass growing along thé irri-
gation ditches fuily as high as early accounts indicsate.

32. John Paska, The Elwood Bulletin, Sept. 12, 1935.




Chapter 11,

The first use of the word "Nebraska" in history, as far as
known, is in the explorations of Venisrd de Bourgmond, French
comnander of the Missouri River region, about 1717.1 But it re-
mained for Secretary of War, William Wilkins, is his annusl re-
port, dated December 1844, for the title "Nebraska™ to be offic-
ially given to this territory.2

Three great European nations have struggled for what is now
Nebraska. France claimed the region as part of the country be-
longing to New France. Spain claimed the region as part of her
New World possessions. England claimed the region as part of her
New World Bmpire. The king of England gave grants of land to Eng-
lish settlers along the Atlantic coast. These grants extended
west to the Pacific. 1In 1606 James I gave permission to the London
Company to settle Virginia and gave them a charter granting them
the land westward.® They claimed all the land between the 34th
and the 41lst parallels.? In 1808, James T gave a charter to the
Plymouth Company. It claimed all the land between the 38th and
45th parallels westward to the Pacific.5 Thus not only do we have
three great and powerful nations claiming the region but also two

companies of one of these nations laying claim to the region.6

I. L. E. Sheldon, History of Nebraska, D. 1o4.(printed in La decour-
verte du Missouri, edited by Baron Marc de Villiers, Paris, 1925.)
2. Sheldon, History of Nebraska, p. 230.

3. Smith Burnham, The Making of Qur Country, Chicago, 1930, p. 50.

4, David S. Muzzey, A History of Our country, Chicago, 1737, p. 50.

5. David S. Muzzey, History of our Country, p. 50.

6. Ae. E. Sheldon, Nebraska 0ld and New, Lincoln, 1937, map, p. 75.




By the secret treaty at Fontainblau, near Paris, on Decen-
ber 3, 1763, Louis XV gave Louisiana to Charles II1I of Spain.
The secret cession of Louwisiana was not transmitted to the peo-
ple of Louisiasna until April 21, 1764, when the Xing of France
sent a letter to the governor of Louisiana that the providence
had been given to Spain and that he should turn over the control
of the providence and all pubiic property to an officer whom
the king of Spain had sent. The news reached New Orleans in
October, 1764."7

In 1803, on the eve of another war between Napolean and
England, the United States purchased the country for the sum of
#15,000,000. Thus we have three nations actmally owning wh-t
is now Gosper County. In place of the swarthy Spanard snd passive
mesitozes of the Latin-pmerican nations or the sturdy pe sant
from France, Americans settled the county. To the region have
come hardy settlers from the eastern states and the more pro-
gressive nations of western and northern Europe.

In 1833, the Pawnee Indians ceded the country including
what is now Gosper County to the United States.B

The next year, by the "Indian Country Act of 1834" all white
men were forbidden to enter this region except upon special mil-
itary permit. This acted as a legal barrier against lawful
gettlement. White tradesmen, hunters, trappers and frontiermen
disregarded the law.®
Probably the earliest recorded description by a white man

ef & Gosper County landscape is that of Robert Stuart, of the
7. Ae B, Sheldon, History of Nebraska, pP. 163.

8¢ '« E. Sheldon, History of Nebraska, p. 92.

9, Ibid., p. 220.




little party of returning 'storiuns. In April 1813, these sev-
en men leading an 0ld horse, obtained by barter from the Snake
Indians, after the Crow Indians had robbed the Astorians of all
their horses, crossed the Platte River from the north about

where the north end of the boundary line between Gosper and

Phelps counties lies.

Stuarts says, We crossed the river where it was divided
into ten channels, with a bed of such quicksand that it
was difficult for our horse to get over t?8ugh the mater
was In no "lace nore than two feet deep.
The party passe’ Plum (reek "twenty yards wide "ith scme
willows and vhere it iscuei from the hills about four miles a-
11
bove a few trees (of the pine species)™, The harilks of the
Tlatte had been treeless for the last two dsys of ir merch
along its north bank, .but a few cottonwoods could e seen on 'he

small islands, with which the strcam cpvounded. WNoar “cre ey

found a straw hut in an old Indian encampment inh | .i=d only

by three Pawnee sqaws. The sgaws "ere much alai. ¥ tlel peir

and told them not*hille that thew cculd comprehe:d nicept that

there were white peeple in the country at HO zreal dlstencu,té
These weary travelers truuped their way custua kil 8

re.ched the island of Grand Island an. then on "0 an og vil~

jage where they traded their heorse for a canoe and gontinue a7

way hack To civilization e report their hagardons Jourrey. These

people left mo trail for future Americans tou travel, t impl:

made known the way. fter them fur traders, forty-niners ani

T0. PhIlip Ashton Rollins, editor, The Discovery oOf the Oregon
iraill, New York, 1955, p. 4G,

11. Relling, Tue Discovery of the Oregon Truil, 2obart Stuert's

narratives, p. 46.
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The Plum “reek-Norton Center Trall extended from Norton,
Xansu: to Lexington. (Coming north from Arapahoe, the first stop
was at Homerville, where horses were changed and mail and pas engers
were dropped off and a new load picked up further north. after
Elwood was laid out and built up, horses were changed at Elwood
instead. The stage also stopped at Union Ridge Postoffice, locut-
ed where George Critchfield now lives, where Isaec Haworth was
postmaster; at Meeks' Postoffice located just north of A. B.
Herkenlively's residence, where M. B. Reed served as postmaster;
at Arbuta Postoffice located on the A. S. Ashley homestead, now
known as the Swan Swanson farm, where Mr. Ashley was in charge;
and at Hilton Postoffice on the Platte Valley, located just east of
the Delmar Anderson farm, azbout where the school house now stands.
William Cross was postmaster at the Hilton Postoffice. The fare
from Arapahoe to Plum Creek was -5.00.22 a very ressonsble price.
The Plum Creek=-Arapahoe Stage followed the Norton ﬂenterw#;%ek Trail.

Robert Lee Bragg‘?‘5 drove the stage from Plum Creek to !rapshoe.
George Phillips was the first owner. Albertson and Eastburn pur-
chased the line from Phillips. Chris Prickey purchased the line
from Albertson and Eastburn. The regular run from Arapahoe to Plum
Creek required five hours, three to Elwood and two more to Plum

Creek. Oregon horses were used and were driven at a ga.llop.z4

?2. Elwood Bulletin, Sept. 12, 193D.

23. Robert Bragg died in April 1941. 4t the time of his death he
wae county sheriff having served in that office longer than any
other man in Gosper County. The Omaha World Herald claimed he
he was the oldest and most beloved sheriff In the state.

24, The Elwood Bulletin, Sept., 12, 1935.




Gosper County was slmost free from Indisn wars, massacres or

Indian scares. Until recent years few Indian camp sites or vil-

1ages were discovered. In the last few years many ancient camp sites
and villages have been unearthed and much has been learned about

the Indians' methods of killing buffalo. Recent excavations show

that the Indisns often drove the buffalo up steep-walled csnyons

to the end of the canyon where the buffalo, being surrounded by

walls too steep for them to readily escape and the nsrrow entrance

to the "pocket™ held by a band of hunters, were slaughtered by

the hunters.

There were four definite and easily tracable Indian Trails
across the county in a north and south direction. These trails
followed the larger creeks and canyons from the Republican Valley
to the headwaters of the canyons or creeks flowing northward to
the Platte Valley. The camp sites were usually a few miles apart
and located either on the first or second bottom from the creek.
These camps were SO located that the Indians could break camp about
8 o'clock in the morning and leisurely walk until 4 or 5 o'clock
in the afternoon before pitching a new camp. All the larger camps
were near fresh water with the exception of the camp on section 11,
township 7, range 23, This camp was west of Elwood and on the table-
land. There are indications that the depression nearby held water
throughout most of or all the year when the region was covered with
grass, Other important Indisn camps were: The Indisn camp on sec-
tion 1, township 5, range 22. This is on the o0ld Dodson farm on

Turkey Creek. Here there were either a series of Indian camps or




one large Indian town stretching for three miles along the creek.
There were two important Indian camps on BElk Creek, one on the Jack
‘Chambers farm, section 23, township 5, range 23, and the other on
the old Siman farm, section 11, township 5, range 24. Only one
large Indian camp has been found on Plum Creek. This was at Horse-
shoe Bend on the old Schwartz farm, section 4, township 7, range 21.

These Indian camps were usually Pawnee but weapons of other
Indian tribes are also found among the Pawnee remains, Some of these
remains indicate that they belonged to dwellers before the Plsains
Indians came. Parched corn taken from the fire pits in some of the
camps along Turkey Creek and Elk Creek belong to the Republican
era, some possibly even to the lower Republican era.25

After the white man came and Nance county was made an Indiasn
Reservation, the county was the hunting grounds of various tribes,
principally the Pawnees. Starting in Nance County, the bands travels
ed rapidly along the north bank of the Platfs until they crossed the
Platte River Ford at the creek (Plum) and entered the present area
of Gosper County. From there, they moved slowly south and "est to-
ward the Frenchman River, bhunting and curing the meat of the elk and
the buffalo as they went. Their enemies, the Sioux, Cheyenne, and
the Arapshoe, disputed their rights to the region and made frequent
attacks, stealing meat, horses and their women as they moved south-

ward and westward along the streams, 26
20. County Attorney Progge, (authority for locatlion of Tndlan camps).

26. William M. Bancroft, "Plum Creek, Now Lexington," Nebraska Pion-
eer Reminiscence, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 1916.




Chapter 11l.

For many years white men regsrded the region as unfit for
human habitation. Edwin James, the scientist who accompsanied
Major Long on his expedition through the Nebraska territory in
1820,’d1d much to develop this concept.1 On the uplands there
were no trees for shelter or fuel and water was so deep down in
the ground that it was almost impossible for the early settlers
to dig wells. Often after digging 300 feet or more the hole
proved to be dry. There was little protection for livestock from
the blizzards and bitter cold except in the deep canyons. The
canyons which are so very narrow and steep sided were sometimes
almost drifted level with the surrounding country so that stock
which sought shelter were often entirely covered and either smother-~
ed or starved.

AS early pioneers winded their way westward from eastern
states seeking new frontiers to conquer, many a prairie schooner
econtaining these sturdy families stopped along the creek in a ter-
titory that was later to become Gosper COunty.2 These people were
attracted to the region for several reasons. They came here to
profit from the Oregon Trail travelers. They built ranrches and
stations, supplied the travelers with food, shelter, fresh oxen and
horses, snd other supplies. Others plundered and robbed the unfortu-

pate travelers whom they caught on their way to and returning from

the‘west.5

1. Remban Gold Thwaites, Early Wesvern Travels, Cleveland, Ohio, 1905-
1912, Vvol. X1V., pp. 2I3-2I3.

2. Who's Who in Nebraska, Pub. by Nebraska Press Association, Lincoln,
Nebraska, 1940, pd 489. 3

3. The Oregon Trail, Federal Writers Project, New York, 1939, p. T71.




Some settlers came for adventure. Returned Civil War Soldiers
often found home life too tame after years in the army and other
adventurous young men also came west for excitement.

Free range attracted men who wished to make fortumes in the
cattle business. This was the time of the great cattle drives from
the southwest and sudden cattle fortunes.

Many settlers came from the eastern states because of free
land. In parts of the eastern states the original fertility of
the land was gone while out here the land was better since it was
virgin,

It was during this time that many poor but industrious immi-
grants were arriving from western and northern Europe. Most of
these people wished to own homes of their own. Here in the west
they could get them free. Most of these immigrants czme from Sweden
and Gerhany.

Many people came here because game was pientiful. With a min-
imum of work, a small patch of corn and tobacco, a garden and now
end then a deer or antelope with quail and prairie chickens, the
less industrious could eke out the bare necessities of life.

The first settlement in the county was the result of increas~

4 This settlement was before 1861,

ing traffic on the Oregon Trail.
the exact date is unknown. It was on the south side of the Platte
River or near the Indian Ford near the northeast corner of the
county.5 It became a Pony Express Station. A family named Humph-
ries kept the station. In 1861, or esarly in 1862, Daniel Freeman

Z. lirs. Denlel Freeman, "Recollection of the First settler im
Dawson County™, Nebraska Pioneer Reminiscences.

5. The Oregon Trail, Federal Writers Project, 1939, p. 71,




started a little store across from the station and began buying
buffalo hides for shipment to the East. In the spring of 1862,
Mrs. Preeman and her three chiliren drove out from Fort Leaven-
worth, Kansas, in s stage coach. She set up a bake shop which'
sometimes used one hundred pounds of flour a day. Brezd was sold
at fifty cents a loaf and meals were priced at two dollars g
plate.6 Soon a busy town grew up around the station, which con-
sisted of a postoffice, a blacksmith shop, a resting place for
travelers and other places. At about this time, Plum Creek, as
the station was called, became a rendezvous for outlaws who plune
dered travelers going to and returning from the gold fields. These
outlaws took refuge in the canyons to the south and west.7
In April 1941, Mr. Richardson, in whose pasture the remains

of this station is located, Mr. Wallace and the writer again in~
spected the place. The 0ld walls of the buildings are easily seen.
An old stockade is easily traceable as also are 0ld rifle pits and
stables which extend down to a slough which contains clear water.
This was the end of a telegraph line. The old cedar posts are
still lying at regular intervals across the pasture. These posts
are a few feet from the 0ld Oregon Trail and extend only to the
station. All buildings faced the trail which extended in a north-
west and southeasterly direction and which appears to have been the
main street.

It was east and south of here that the Plum Creek Massacre took

Elace. No accounts seem to fit all the circumstances and fescriptions
. €. Daniel Freeman, "Recollections of First se er 1n Dawson

County," Nebraska Pioneer Reminiscence, p. 43.

7. The Oregon Trail, Federal Writers Project, 1939, pp. 71-72.
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do not sgree. There are the remains of three settlements in the
course of four or five miles and three sets of graves, one burial
ground in Gosper County and two in Phelps County. There were at
the least two and possibly several massacres here. The first so-
called massacre was the Mortons! who had been warned of great dan-
ger but having made several trips safely, were not afraid of the
Indians. It is believed that this "Plum Creek Massacre" was in

Phelps County.8

This is called the August Massacre because it

occurred in August, 1864.

The "Second Plum Creek Massacre" was definitely in Gosper
County. A party from Fort McPherson were returning with a sick
officer., As they neared the place where Plum Creek emptied from
the hills into the valley, Indians appeared from the_east and the
little party thought they were doomed., One of the soldiers knew
of a nearby deserted dugout in the hills and they hastened there,
useing their grain bags to block the door against the expected
attack,

To their great relief a wagon train appeared about this time
and the attack was made on it.

They alwaye believed that the glare of the setting sun had
prevented them from being seen by the Indians, and they witnessed
that seventeen men in the wagon train were killed. From the dis-
tance it appeared that the women may have been taken prisoners,

8. lMrs. Morton's daughter and granddaughter, accompanied by Clyde
Wallace, visited the supposed site of the Plum Creek massacre
and the supposed graveyard. In the grave yard the bodies lie
for the most part together in pasirs and not in a common graves
as all descriptions give. Also one of the graves had s granite
marker giving the date of death, age and name of the lady whose

body lies there. Neither the date of the lady's death nor her
neme fit the descriptions of the Morton party.




Later, women (other than Mrs. Morton of the august Massacre)
was claimed to have been-captured at the Plum Creek Masssacre were
ransomed. Being but a small party with one sick and helpless man,
and a woman, the party was unable to assist the fellow whites but
were forced by circumstances to watch the butchery.

After having killed the men, plundered the wagons, and set
them afire, the Indians rode away.

When they felt safe, some of the party ventured forth to the
mournful business of burying the victims. ILeaving the sick man in
the dugout, the rest of the party buried the dead in a common grave
rather than leave their bodies to the ravages of the coyotes and
buzzards.9

In the early '70's settlements began to form along the Muddy,
Blk, and Turkey Creeks in the south part of the county, as well as
along Plum Creek in the northern part of the county.lo

James Hindman filed the first homestead claim on spril 28, 1870,
This was on Section 1, Township 5, Range 23 West. The entry was
canceled snd the claim pre-empted by T. W. Russell, April 16, 1874.11

James W. Misner filed on forty acres of land in Section 7,

Township 5, Range 23 West, paying $1.25 per acre. This was on

9. Mrs8. Chas. Phillips, The Cozad Local, Sept. 13, 193C.
A Mr. Preeman, now a feeble old man, son of Daniel Freeman at the
Plum Creek Station was interviewed several times a few years ago
by Clyde Wallace. He claimed to also have witnessed the massacre
while herding cattle between the massacre site and the station. Mr.
Wallace was unable to confuse him by questioning him.

10. Who's Who in Nebraska, p. 487.

11, United States Land Qffice Records, (for Nebraska) Nebraska State
Historicel Socisety, Lincoln, vol. 76, p. 168. (1854~1933).




The patent was granted October 1, 1880.12

The first homesteader on the divide north of Elwood was Peter
Brill who in 1879 filed on a quarter of land in what is now known
as Bethel precinet.l5

Otto Renzie made the first permanent setilement in the county
in the fall of 18'71.14 A few others came in the spring of 1372.

These settlers located along Plum Creek 2 and in the sreater

portion of the fertile eastern part of the county.l6
In 1873 there was quite a heavy immigration to the eastern
part of the county so the people decided to organize.17 The region
to the north, the east, the south and the west had been organized
into counties.
By the year 1874, the population had reached 100 and by 1875
it was 261. =
By 1879 the population had inecreased to 624. Divided into
precinets it was:
Turkey Creek Precinct.cseeecesl65
Elk Creek Precincteseceeceses.164
West Muddy Precinctescesse...118 s
East Muddy Precincteeeeceessssl55

RObb Precillctlo.citonic00-.0. 22
Total 624

T2, Unifed States Land Office Records, Vol. 76, p. 182.

13. Who's Who in Nebraska, p. 487.

14. Harrison Johnson, History of Nebraska, Omsha, Nebr., 1880, p.Z62.

15. ®lwood Bulletin, Sept. 12, 1935,

16. Andreas, History of Nebraska, p. 930,

17. Lincoln Evening News, March 24, 1910

18, Harrison Johnson, History of Nebraska, p. 362,




0f these 624 settlers 354 or 56.7% were men, the women and
children numbered 270 or 43,3%.-°
Thus we see that the early settlements were mainly aslong the
creeks in the southern part of the county, and along Plum Creek
in the northern part and that the level table land in the north-
eastern part was not settled until later.
The population increased slowly but steadily as time went on
so that by 1882 it numbered about two thousand. Most of the set-
tlers engaged in farming or stockraising or combined farming and

- 0
stockralslng.z Regardless of the steady increase of population,

Andreas in his History of Nebraska wrote, T"the population can nev-

er be very great, as a combination of crop and stockraising must

be the chief industry for a1l time to come. 2L Andreas also

wrote, "There are a few country stores and a number of postoffices,
but the greater part of the trade of the county goes to Plum Creek
on the line of the Union Pacific, to the north, and to arapahoe,

on the line of the Burlington Missouri River Railrosd, to the soutg?

About this time a tragedy occurred which shocked the county.

The following account is taken from the Gosper County Citizen.

Elwood, Nebrasks, Friday, November 13, 1885,

Last week Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Nelson and their two child-
ren, aged three and five years, arrived from Dewitt this
state to wvisit the family of E. S. Usher, to whom they are
related. Mr. Nelson's and Mr. Johnson's children went down
into the canyon west of the house to play and when they re-~
turned some two hours afterwsard, little Johnny Nelson was

19.  Bayard H. Palne, The Elwood Bulletin, Sepf. 12, 1935,

20. Andresas, History of Nebraska, p. 930.

21. Andreas, History of Nebraska, p. 930.

22. Andreas, History of Nebraska, p. 930.




discovered to be missing and upon questioning the other
children it was found he had gone north up the canyon.
Search was at once commenced though at the time no alarm
felt, as it was supposed he could soon be found, but a
careful search of the canyons where he had last been seen
falled to discover him. The alarm became general and the
father, who was in Elwood, was sent for and he hurriedly
departed for Mr. Usher's, accompanied by Harry Barber.

As soon as the news spread in Elwood a large company of
gearchers started for the scene through the heavy storm
of snow and sleet which had set in abomt night £all., all
night long the unseccessful search was continued and the
hopeless look of sorrow on the faces of the parents as
each new arrival of some searcher to relight his lantern
or bring news, was such as to bring tears to the eyes of
the sympathizing, All hope of finding the child alive had
long been adandoned, for it was such a storm as the little
child, unprotected, could not have possibly survived.

The search has been continued almost without cessation but
up to going to press no word has been received of the child
having been found.

Later ~- The child®s tracks were discovered this even-
ing some three miles north of where he started. Some are
of the opinion the tracks were made yesterday and that the
e¢hild lived through the storm of the night before. It is
generally believed he will be found tomorrow morning. A
blood hound has been telegraphed for and 1s expected some-
time tomorrow to assist in the search.

+ Johnny Nelson's body was not found u til either the sixth
or seventh day after he had wendered away. The child was found,
lying in a washout in a canyon about three miles northwest of
where he was last seen. 29

Since the timeof the Plum Creek Massacres the county has
been remarkably free of tragedies. The only really serious trag-
edy was the train wreck between Smithfield and Bertrand on the

morning of October 15, 1916. The accident occurred when the third
¥%. Will Usher, EIwood Bulletin, Septe., 12, 193D




section of the stock train No. 136 ran into the rear of the second
section which had stopped between the two towns. Neither train
was running with headlights., In the csboose of the second section
were crowded 32 men. |

The Chicago Burlington & Quiney Railroad hsd also failed to
provide station agents at night so that the trainswere unable to
tell the location of each other. Of the thirty-two in the ca~
boose, eleven were killed, and four seriously injured. The oth-
ers upon hesaring the roar of the oncoming train had escaped by
hurriedly jumping out and rumnning to safety.24

There has existed a story that Jessee James passed through
Gosper County on his return trip from Minnesota and because he
was being closely pursued he buried a pot of gold in southern
Gosper County. Many attempts were made to find the gold.

A few years ago a group of men, who were working roads, were
digging a cut through a hill. Near the top of the hill and buried
gseveral feet they found an iron kettle but there was no gold in it.
The kettle was badly rusted and evidently had been buried a long
time. A. I. Phillips has the kettle in his collection of relic:s.z5

In 1935 the stratospﬁere balloon, which hed sscended in the
Black Hills passed over the Northeastern part of the county,

It fell to esarth near ]:.oomis.z6
P4, Blwood Bulletin, SebPt., 12, 1930,

o5, The suthor visited E. L. Philips in April 1941 and saw the ket-
tle.
26, Several people in Gosper County upon seeing the balloon des-
cending followed in their cars and reached the place where it
came to earth shortly after the descent and were able to pick
up pieces of it.




Chapter 1V

When the settlers first came to Gosper County they found a
scarcity of wood with which to build their homes but plenty of
good sod, so following the example of the Pawnees they construeted
sodhouses, but since the settlers came from a region of log or
wood houses which had right angled corners, the settlers made
their sod houses fashioned with right angles and not round as
dié the Pawnee. fThese sodhouses were usually of one or two rooms
with sod walls and log or board roofs, on which a layer of grass
was placed. Over this sod was laid to make it as nearly water-
" tight as possihle.l The logs were obtained from along the creek
and canyon banks. Many settlers made "dugouts". These were
partly caves and partly houses usually located on the south banks
of a canyon or creeks.

AS soon as the house was completed the sod was broken with
a, special plow called a "breaking plow", Sometimes a neighbor
was hired to help break the prairie, Tle usual price was a dollar
an acre. This work was far from dull as rattlesnakes were often
plowed out and they were usually much annoyed by this sudden in-
trusion. Since many men walked bare-footed, an angry rattle snake
demanded some quick stepping on the settlers' part.

After the sod was broken, the land was harrowed and then was
ready for the corn to be planted. “the more fortunate had planters,
With these planteré one drove while the other sat farther forward

and worked a lever at regular intervals which dropped the corn,?

Y. Evert Dick, The sod-House Frontier,(l1854-1890] New York, 1937,
p. 114, '

2, Mrs. George Junkin, Elwood Bulletin, Sept., 12, 1935,




This was often done by an older child or by the settler's wife,
Some settlers had small hand plan?ers, but some of the less for-
tunate used a hatchet with which to chop a hole in the ground and
then the seed was dropped into the hole,®

Wells were dug with a spade and shovel. The dirt was haqlea
to the surface with teams or by man power. Later augers, similar
to present day augers used to dig post holes, were used to dig
wells.s Although this was still hard work, it was much faster and
was not dangerous. The water was drawn directly from the wells
with rope and buoket.4 ‘

The pioneers did not have a large variety of foods. In add-
ition to a few native and garden fruits and vegetables, "they were
able, if they had the money: to byy dried apples, currants, also
prunes at the local store.5 .

Wild horses were driven from Oregon but were nearly worth-
less in this country as they nearly alwevs died before they could
be broken and used.6 About 500 Texas ponies were driven up from

Texas in 1885.,7 Most horses regardless of whether they ceme from

Texas, Oregon or the Fast were of 1little use the first year.8
Drouths and grasshoppers often ruined the crops. The grass-
hoppers wére one of the ploneers worst enemies especiazlly during

the dry years. In dry years the Rocky Mountain grasshoppers with

B. Mrs. George Junkin's, omithfield, lebraska.

4, Mrs. Bertha Hesser, Elwood Bulletin, Sept. 12, 1935.

5. ¥r, and Mrs. Henry Dobner; Bertrand Herald, Sept. 6, 1935.

6., Mrs. John Forester, Elwood Bulletin, Sept. 12, 1935.

7. Prank J. Bean, Elwood Bulletin, Sept. 12, 1935.
8. Jake Way and others, Smithfield, Nebraska.




their slender bodies, gray wings and enormous sppetites soon ate
up the vegetatién in their native region, then took wing and blown
by the westerly winds appeared in the distance like a grayish
black cloud. As the cloud of hoppers passed over, millions of them
dropped to the earth where they devoured everything green with
the exception of broom corn and sorghum cane. The worst hopper
visitation came in July 1874. The noise made by their wingé filled
the air with g roaring sound. The suﬁ*ﬁid by them. All the corn
was eaten in a single day. Where green fields waved in the breezes
day before, all that remained were stumps of stalks swarming with
crawling hoppers. The bark of fruit trees were eaten. They follow-
ed potatoes, onions and other root crops into the ground.

In the spring of 1875 the ground was literally covered with
young hoppers. But nature came to the aid of the discouraged re-
maining settlers. Cold rains followed rapidly one after another.
‘The young hoppers were drowned and froze» to death. Parasites
attacked ihem. By the end of 1876 most of the Rocky Mountain hop-
pers were gone.

Again in the '90 8’ the hoppers came but not as bad as in 1874,

Drouths have occurred at irreguler intervals of about 20 years
in Gosper County. The '70 §' were dry years, as were the '90S',
the early 1910s' and the '30s'. 1In 1933 the Great Drouth began.
The people did not realize a drouth was upon them until 1934 when
the drouth became so severe that almost no crops were raised. Since
that year, every year has been deficient in rainfall until 1941.

In this year the rains seem to be coming back again and once more

the rainfall is above average and once again the people who have




stayed have faith that again they can raise crops and not live in
dread of the awful drouth with its privations and suffering.

Gosper County has had three blizzards that stand out in the
memory of its pioneers above all others. These are the Easter
Blizzard of 1873, the November Blizzard of 1880 and the January
Blizzard of 1888,

Easter Sunday of 1873 promised to be a beautiful day. The
sun came up bright and continued to shine until about noon when
the sky became overcast and rain began to fall. By mid-:fternoon
the rain changed to = wet snow, the wind swept down from the north-
west at a speed of forty to sixty miles an hour. Soon a blinding
blizzard was in progress which continued for three days and nights.

People who ventured out of the house uere compelled to use
cords or ropes in order to guide them back again safely. The
storm was unparalled in its fury, considering its duration and
amount of snow. Many human beings and thousands of cattle and
horses and domestic and wild fowl succumbed to its blinding fierce-
ness. Many pioneers brought what livestock they could into their
own crude shelters and many of those living in dugouts found the
snow had entirely covered their homes so that they were compelled
to shovel their way out. Heavy drifts of snow covered the prairies
stretching from a slightly northeast direction in an irregular
line to the southwest. The fact that the weather did not get very
cold prevented a much greater loss of human 1ife? but thousands of

cattle and horses succumbed to its blinding fierceness.lO

The bPlizzard of 1880 came to Nebraska in November. The sun

- 9. Jake Way, smithfield.
Je 5. Fitzsimmans, Elwood,Nebraska.
Ae. Be. Sheldon, History of Nebraska also gives the mild tempera-
ture as the main contributing factor in preventing o heavier loss
of human life.

10. Elwood Bulletin, April 22, 1909.




rose as a great ball of fire, red s before a storm. The weather
was Warme Ten were on the prairie in their shirt sleeves. bout 1
o'cloek a black cloud cume up in the northvest. It lookei like =
thunder storm. The storm struck very suddenly and ruge’ «iout thre:
days and two nights. Before sundown the third day the scv cleared
and the sun shone brightly. The smaller canyons were drifted full.
Stock on the prairie sufferel greatly and much of it periile? by
drifting into these canyons fromu "hiech they were unable to extract
themselves. Many pecple had narrow escapes by falling int: these
canyons.ll

The winter vhich followed vas rne of the most sevire e ‘eri need
by.the early settlers. There were heavy storms and ue 1 r-

ed the prairies throne! t the winter.

The vwister lesperate one for tio ho h=d cuttle 2ine
the snow buried ths r nge d mucli stuclk ighad, ¢kmen furithszr
up the river triedi t0 rive their cattle e to e t flers
hed & lit*le ecen o d © o, 1~

The Blizg£re ol 1686 is i g8 tThe| Ghildren’s Blismzgrd. his
is beesunse it struok ilar s ; ellildren #ere either titelnit
on thelr way hEme. sin we £ind the day gLl iTd, msn work
or Tode & t in thelr shirt sleeves ani livestogi Eraze the
prairie. Tain tl ind suddenly chemged o fhe rth 8 o black
cloud swept down and blindin, nrrl fed rrLhine da: its pethe.
Men driving their g eould not see their horses' legaig., The rou
und lendmeris wers blott t 50 that travelers bee 13 1ren

in going from house to barn or barn to house and
ield, Clyde Bodewell, Lebanan, Nebraska, and others.

:i.ua .-'LL'- 1155 rars ”, Tﬁe ! -.tIa- d. e.-.al ’ P.-o » 1 ’-.
18. glwzide Bodewell, Lebanan, HNebrztska.
Jalke Way, Smithfield, Nebrudka, 1d oThars.
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. ﬁuspgr Couniy. Eend to Arapahoe, care of &, I. Eeska,
I,_ =T - .:L-L. (=1 C tir-‘ fOI‘ 5 211 a1id 1.;....L FES ;
1 pairs of woolen pants, three hundred yards Tentucke
ang, twenty-five wool shirks?
T0sper Cluunv) ot thie time vwas the &L LJTRE saris of
fale. & these animals perished they left their bones ccatteor=~
1 the prairie. llen the settlers i
I ‘n bo =8 of fese bunes i hor 14 -them
a oe 1w Greek for as ‘umch = 1L.28 & Ioun .1
In 1 *he total property amd its 1gsed vel for F—
ati B8 88,31F acres of land =t {1.27 per acre of ipl 1L ITES
3 g e er cultivation. There ware:
278 1 8 valued at ..eeeio,61E
Zl ules " LN BN BE BN 3 ~
319 calitle " W no oo 5066
2313 sheep DR e sl i 388
= IOgS i H s o0 e 180
102 agUnS i EEEE) 1,57-
furniture W W oo o 515
Money and Credits 00D0oC 22D
The tolal value of all property in the county in 179 vas
-12;,1ul.;5.16
=ople 0 bec. discourage: b=cause of the har: ti -s often
left their homesteads to back to their former homnes. In 1:82
and 1:5%, they becan to r settle.17
mortunately for tke settlement of the county it vas believ-d
thed ; soon as the country was settled and trees 'lanfed that
rain would incresase.

T+ Nels B. Beruston, and others, Llwood Bulletin, sept. 12, 1935,

17. John Paska, Zlwood Bulletin,

16. Fayard H. Paine, Elwood Bulletin,

yept. 12, 1935,

Jept. 12, 1935.
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C. ©. Harrison—"wrote,

Forests give humidity ‘o the air. Our lukes rive
moisture by evaporation and our *forests by the respiration
of their foilage. The lorest is at work leading the air
with moisture eilently pumped up from the curface cistern.

Rain falls ‘on the young trees lately planted in ‘gypt
where it was never known to fall before. Portions of Wtah,
considered rainless, have been watered with showers since
trees have been planted. There is some foundation for the
belief that rain follows the white man.....7The mythical
desert will doubtless be covered with be.utiful orchards,
even to the hase of the Rocky ybuntains.

The first school in the county was at Daviesville in 1574.19
The building was loeated about one-half mile east of the town and
was made of sod. In the same year an abandoned building owned

by Mr. Charlie Robbins was rebuilt by Charlie Robbins, a Mr. Rolles,
John Jiay and his son, Jake Way. Mr. Robbins had a tree claim and

8 homestead. After the survey he found his soddy on the tree claim
and not on the homestead as the law required. In order to keep the
homestexd he had to live on it, so he told his neighbors that if
they would help him at building a new soddy on the homeste.d they
could use his old soddy for a school house. rThey made the child-
ren’s seats from the native timber which was cut down and hewn in-
to rough benches, and the teacher's seat was a large tree stump,

The books kept in a trunk as protection asgainst the mice was necess-

arye. 20 i

18. sheldon, History of Nebraska, p. 41. ftaken from Nebrasza Board
of Agriculture, Jan. 4, 1873. Essay on "Tree Culture" by Rev,
¢. S. Harrison.

19. Report of County Superintendent Calihan to State Superintendent
Ef.?uEIic Tnstruction, state Capitol, Lincoln, CoUrt Report File;
[S0 Jake Way and others.

20. Mrs. Mary Robbins, Elwood Bulletin, Sept. 12, 1935.




Often schools were held in homesteaders' abandoned sod houses from
which people had left "to go back home".21 Ellsworth Paine des-
cribes an early school on Turkey Creek with these words:

In another week I was teaching school in s half dug-
out on the east bank of Turkey Creek. This school was
Picturesque, both on the inside snd out. On approaching
it from the southeast, it appeared to have bulged out
and up from the ground to a height of four or five feet.
A rusty stove pipe protruded through the top of = dirt
roof., The roof was supported by timbers and the adjascent
background, Two partially transparent windows broke the
monotony of the low sod wall. The door facing the south
was approached by a short trench from the cecreek bank.
This door of undressed boards was especially designed
for timid school ma’ams who desired to inspect their room
before entering, By applying the eye to one of the cop-
ious cracks, one was able to command a very good view of
the interior. In those days the most dangerous visitors
were skunks, mice, toads, snakes and centipedes. Without
stopping to take a peek let us boldly 1lift the lateh and
etep inside. Take notice that there is no fire in the
stove; yet it shines with a delightful brick-red glow.
The floor is of earth. Now turn your attention to the
furniture. The pupils' seats have been fashioned by hand.

In 1875, there were 40 pupils; in 1876, there were 56 pupils
and the average length of the school terms were 65 days; 1887 was
the first year in which tax receipts for schools were collgcted,
they amounted to 7122.68. Expenditures were the same.22 By 1879
eight school districts were established, six of them hsving school
houses, all but two of them sod houses, The total value of all
school property in 1879 was #170 and in that year there were 119
school children, 66 boys aﬁa 53 girls, four''qualified teachers re-
sided in the county and earned average wages for school teaching
of {138.88 per year.Zo

In the summer of 1884 County Supt. S. B. Yeoman, held the first
ZI1. Jobhn Poska, Elwood Bulletin, Sept. 12, 1960.

22. Calihan's Report.
23, Bayard H. Paine, Elwood Bulletin, Sept. 12, 1933.




teachers' institute in the county at Homerville, then the

county seat.24

"he institutes soon developed into two or
three days affairs. They were usually held in August. In
those days many of the teachers had no opportunity to attend
normal school and most of their training in methods of in-
struction were obtained at the institute. Model classes
were held and the teachers coached on the principles of good
teaching,

The methods of transportation being slow, most of the
teachers came to town and stayed the entire length of the in-
stitute, rooming and boarding with the people of the town.

The best homes in the town were opened to the teachers. A
few teachers rented rooms and did "light house keepingr,

When the institute was held at Homerville a girl and her
brother brought a cow along. The grass being high all around
the town, the cow Qas staked out and milked night and morning.

Entertainments provided the teachers by the county super-
intendent and the town consisted of receptions, ice cream soc-
isls and concerts. Most of the teachers had no other vacations
and eﬁjoyed this time spent at institute. Many times the mem-
bers of school boards would come to the institute to select a

teacher. 25

54, Rllsworth Paine, miwood Bulletin, Sept. 12, 1950.

25. Mrs. Willard and Mrs, J. S. Fitzsimmons, Elwood Bulletin,
Sept., 12, 1935.




The Nebraska School Report, 188'?-1888,26 gives this in-

formation about Gosper County Schools: Expenditures for the
year ending July 9, 1888. Paid male teachers, $1627.37; fe-
male teachers, $4348; paid for buildings, sites, repairs, fur-
niture, etec., $3556.,77; paid for all other purposes, $837.78;
paid for indebtedness $269.48; total expenditures for the year
including amount on hand $13,194.57.

Quelified teachers employed; males 12, females 49, aggregate
number of days taught by all qualified teachers; males, 1020
days; females, 2688.

There were 659 males and 615 females in the county of school
age (5 to 21 years), 485 males and 446 females attended school
during the year. The average attendance was 551,

There were no bricks or stone school buildings, there were
14 frame buildings and 29 sod buildings., Their total valustion
was $7625,90. The books and apparatus were valued at $676.70.
' The county superintendent (John W, Thomas, Homerville) was
employed 107 days and received 3.50 per day. He made 12 visits
to the schools.

The teachers institute was held during the summer of 1888 at
Elwood and was conducted by E. Healey for a two week period.
Thirty-seven teachers attended.

The school terms for the year 1887~88 ranged from three to

.26. State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Nebraska School
eport, 1887-1888, State Capitel Building, Lincoln, Nebraska,

R >
Ppo 2‘ .




nine months with an average of seven months. The teachers wages
ranged from thirty to forty dollars a month in thé rural schools
and from forty to sixty dollars in the village schools.27
Below is a copy of a notice of teachers institute appear-
ing in the Elwood Bulletin, October 22, 1896.
"A joint meeting of the teachers of Phelps and Goeper
County will be held at Bertrand, Saturdsy, November 7th.
The following program will be presented:
School Government, C. H, Bigelow
Advantages of Noon-Recess Play, J. W. Smith

Child Study and its Importance to the Teacher,
A. K, Wilson

Language, T. H. McDowell
Child Study, Miss Nora Case
History, Jas. R. Faulk
Yocal Music, Miss Minnie chilad
Lezture at night, Prof. Caldwell of

the state TUniv. .
Signed,
C. A. Yoeman,

The first county superintendent was Fred Prosser. He was
appointed by county commissioners to .he office on November 26,

28
1873.

Gosper County schools have kept step with the schools of
other counties in Nebraska. From the sod house and dugouts with
their dirt floors, homemade backless benches, short winter ses-
sions, few books, limited course of study and often poorly pre-

pafed teachers, they have progressed to a rather complete education-

al program.

of . Nebraska ochool Report, 1887-88, pP. Llo2-177.

28, County Commissioners Records, Vol. 1, p. 29. Elwood, Nebraska.




Fifty years after the school year of 1:87-88, there were
4256 boys and 431 girls of school age {5 to 21).29 0f these boys
and egirls 225 boys and 227 girls were enrolled, these boys and
girls attended a total of 63,961 dsys of school.,Z0

There were 53 rural teachers, one male teacher who received
360 and 5L female teachers who received 122,341 for salaries.
The rural school buildings were valued at {52,744.80; the text-
bpoks at 76,750.80; the maps, charts and all other apparatus at
$10,698.80, 51

The two village schools, Elwood and Smithfield, employed
14 teachers, they had 137 boys and 125 girls enrolled with an
average daily attendance of 254.51.52 Toe Elwood School is the
larger of the two schools, emploving ten teachers.

The first four school buildings in Elwood were frame T:ild-
inge. The first building has long ago been torn down, the
second building is now used by J. B. 7 ambers as a grocery store,
the third one burned down having been struck by lishtenins, the
fourth one was used until 1908 when it was replaced by the pres-
ent gru.de building. This forth building stood on the si'= of the
R, L. Bragg barbershop until it was sold to the 04dd Fellowv Lodge
(I.0.0.7,) when it was moved to its present position. Tho grade

29, Charles Taylor, (State Superintendent of Public Instruction)
Thirty-fifth Biennial Report, Jan., 1937 - Jan., 1939.

30. Ibid., p. Zo8.
310 Ibi'-io ,l-o 501-

22, Charles Taylor, Thirty-iifth Biemnial Report, p. -05.




building cost :’_12,607.55 It was used for all the grades from

the primary through high school until 1929 when once again it
became necessary for the Elwood community to emlarge their school
Plant. In 1929 after considerable discussion, bonds vere voted
for the construction of a new 32,000. high school buildine,

The first graduwation exercises, when the school had rrown to ten
grades, were held in 1898, F. W. Montgomery was princi.1,34

The first Smithfield School w.: on the southeast corner
of the J. 5. Dowler tree clsim. When it was moved to town = ne
frame building was built Just east of the present building. The
first teacher was ¢, A. Yoeman of Elwood. There were so many
pupils that it was necessary for the teacher to seni the be-
gimners to their homes at the close of the morning session. In
three yeurs, two teachers were hired. Because there were no
churches at this early date in Smithfield history, Sunday Zchool
and church services, as well as all socisl gatherings were held
in the school house,

In a few years the 0ld wooden building was unable to hold
longer the pupils so the present brick and tile building was con-
structed. 1In 1941 both fresh fruits and hot mesls were served
free to the Smithfield High School pupils and slso meals were

served in some of the other schools in the county,

B8, Peterson Bros. of Hastings wers The Gontractors: The build-
ing cost 11,310 exclusive of heating apparstus which coSt
£1,297, making a total of "12,607. Elwood Bulletin, Oct.,22,'68,

54, Claude Smith, The Elwood Bulletin, Sept., 12, 1935,




In 1939 there were 65 school districts®® in the county,36
the enrollment had increased to 1,086 pupils57 and 67 teachers
were employed.38

High schbél courses (1941) in teachers training subjects,
commercial subjects and general college preparatory subjects
are offered. The Elwood High School is fully accredited to the
University of Nebraska and the Smithfield High School is also
approved to the University. Graduates of both schools are ad-
mitted to all colleges and universities in Nebraska upon passing

an intelligence %est.

%B. The Hardscrabble district northeast Of smithiield organized
in 1907. It was the last district to be organized.

86, Blenniel Report of the State Superintendent of Public Instruct-
1_01‘1, IEZg, Pe 281,

e Ihid.; DP. 289.
38, Ibid., p. 289, p. 305. This large increase in the last two

years mey have been'due to workers and their families moving
in to work on the Tri-County.




Gosper County is well supplied with churches. The first
religious meetings were held before the county was organized.

The Reve T+ G. Davies, a Baptist minister, conducted the first
meetings at his home on Elk Creeke.

In the early days school houses and private homes served
often as churches. Because of the sparse population a resid-
ent minister could not be supported by any single community,

. 80 the ministers traveled from community to community, holding
their services. When services were to be held one or two boys
or horseback went from neighbor to neighbor spreading the in-
formation and gathering the neighborhood news along the way.

Each of the little towns and communities built their church-
es with the empectation that at some time in the future their
population would be large enough to support the church and s
resident minister properly. Also in the race to draw settlers
a church and a school located in the ¢ mmunity was a valuable
asset in drawing permanent settlers.

Smithfield has had four churches, the Friends' church, the
Methodist, Baptist and Catholic. The Frienés church in Smithfield
was organized and built in 1890. The second church was the Bap-
tist church. Reve J. H. Reeves of the FPree Will Baptists was
the first minister and organizer. Because of the drouth and hard
times then, much of the money for the materiai was obtained

from Iowa, Minnesota and other states to the east. The people of

39
Smithfield donated most of the work 'on the building.

B9, Mrs. K. T. Bigelow, The EKlwood Bulletin, Sept., 12, 1950.




Later the Methodist church in Smithfield was built in 1903
during the pastorate of Rev. W. E. Uncapher.éo

The Catholic churech was organized in 1897. This was a miss-
ionary church,

The Traeyville church was organized July 16, 1882 with a
membership of nine by Geo. S. Miner, pastor at Pdum Creek. On
the evening of April 1, 1909 at a Women's Christian Temperance
Union program (as it was about to start), the church accidently
caught fire from the lights which were operated by gas. The
building was so badly damaged it could not be used again without
cogtly repairs, so a new church was built in Bertrand. The Con-
gregation then went either to the new church in Bertrsnd or to the
Methodist church in Smithfield.4l

The first church services held in Elwood were conducted in
the driveway of an elevator., By opening both doors to the drive-
way the congregation was always sure of a breeze, plenty of shade
and was away from the thriving and quite often nbisy business sec-
tioﬁ.

The Methodists were the first to organize in Elwood. The
first appointed minister of the Methodist conference was Rev. A.
H. Guiles in the year 1888. 1In 1888 under the administration of
Rev. Blackburn the church was built.42

Early in the year 1886, a Mr. Manchester and eleven other
associates, called a meeting which had for its purpose the organ-

ization of a Christian church in Elwood. This was Elwood's first
Z0., Mrs. Ee. T. Bigelow, Smithfleld, Nebrasxza.

41. The Bertrand Herald, Sept. 6, 1933.

42, RBlwood Bulletin, Sept., 12, 1935,




church.s M. B. Reid was the elder of the group and A, C, Lash
and George Wood were deacons. Services were first held in what
was kmown as Union Hall and here two years later R. C.marrow

held the first revival,®

The Union Evangelical Church, whose meetings were held in
a sod house or church was organized in Union Township in 1882, the
Valley Union Church and a Mennonite Church in 1892, the Highland
Union in the extreme southeast part of the county in 1901, the
Pleasant Grove or Gosper Church in 1890, the Hope Lutheran in 1891,
the St. Mathews Evangelical Eutheran Church in 1915, and the Fan-
tor Union Church in 1917. This was the last church to be orgsn-
ized and built in Gosper County. It is located eight miles south

of Smithfield.%4

4%, The Elwood Bulletin, Septs, 12, 198D.

44, Taken from the unpublished Directory of Churches in Nebraska,
Nebraska State Historical Soeciety, Lincoln, Kansas,.




The pioneers amusements and recreations differed somewhat
from present day recreations. In reading o0ld Smithfield and
Elwood papers, items announcing and comments on base-bail games,
horse races, boyote hunts both with and without hounds, hunting,
foot racing, mock trials, home talent plays, socials, neck-tie
parties,45 dances and tea-socials46 were found. In those days
people had to provide their own amusements, they could not buy
them, there weren't any to be bougﬁt in this new country. Boys
and girls grew to manhood and womanhood without enjoying many of
the pleasurés now common to our young people.

Homes in those days were much simplier than present day
homes. They were usually "soddies" or dugouts of one or two
rooms, Dirt floors and bare walls., The furniture was simple and
often homemade, being hewn from nesrby trees., KXerosene lamps
furnished the light when a light was used. Fuel was cobs, wood
eand buffalo or cow chips., In a few instances straw or hay was
burned in a special stove called a "straw burner”. With all these
inconveniences and hardships the early homes were more of a home
than many present day places. In those days making a home was a
family affair, all the family helped and had an interest in the

home.

45, Elwood Bulletin, March 51, 1910.
46. Ibid., Febes 24, 1910.




Chapter V.

The Gosper County boundaries were not established and
Gosper County was not named until 1873, The ares was surround-
ed by four counties laid out and named by the legislature so
that when Gosper County was organized it was the territory not
claimed by the other counties.1

The inerease in population in the early '70's and possibly
because the surrounding territory was organized led to the organ-
ization of the county govermment. In 1873, after the receipt
of a petition from the settlers, Governor Furnas issued a pro=-
eclamation setting .ugust 29th as the date for the election of

county officers.

T. Papers of the Bebraska Governors, 'Government, county’,
Box No. 35, (1887-1913), Vault 28~p, State Capitol Building,
Lincoln, Nebrasks.




Proclimution Orranizine Nosper founty:
PROCLAM TION

State o*f Yebrasks
Executive Department

reas, a number of eitizens of tue unorganizei terri ory
of thls stale +o be culled the Mounty of Gosper hove united
it & petition askine for en el ction be called for the puricse
¢f chocsine gomity officers prelimina 5 the genlizaticon of
this courtfw:

Therefore I, Zobert W. Furnas, Governor of tle “tate of Neb-

ragka by virtve of the authority in me vestsd do rer-tv order
that an election be 1eld in caia coun'y ot *he resi of
Rev. J hn uavi in =ecti- ia (1) Town aix (&) Ran-e v 7-
31 (26) West shall deelare cn Friduj e twenty-u 1 29)
og ~UCt t o« Do, 1B873, for the purpose of c girig thiae
? commissioners, one (1) county clerk, (1) 1~
’" r, ne (1) sherif?, ona (1) prebate judre, (1)
hmrve (1) county superintendent of schuole, (1

coroner thre (&) judzes of election, and o (2) elerks of
electi-n:

And I do hercby «upvint John Tavies, .. 7, (dell, | Ry . For-
don ag judme Fred H, Beach and %eo. B. Torney cler to -
corduct said elect1 n in accordarce with AN L £ -
ganization of founties™ epproved Juns B4, 1867 anid- lesti
In testimeny whereof I have hersunt % T : : e
be effiyad Gi car of the Mebr o
q.‘0' 'l ! i ln, tHi l =l 1 J L . . 1 ;al
" Rob! . B, £
¢hn J, Sos A 3 T
mhig i& & euPliegt offi ” Gousp te
The egeillilers elected G. 4. Jones, T. G. Va o e WA P
Hiefithal tommisa] TH,
A Y ]
‘.;_‘ woo Re - ES t £ 1S n u. ') ~ » l ‘72 EO
) - 4 r o G+ £ d 1 t % o
Gosper CouuntiT. Phis e TIne fine Lo e propar
2. fayard 9, Pulne; Llwood bBullebtinm, Sept. Lo, 1900.
J. Papers of the Nebraska Governor:s, "Govermment, (o o S

o s B, '_'-neld0=., Histeor - Febrs nciy Ll 5,
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and

Mesgers. John Baugh and '/, L. Gordon were appointed com-
missioners to view and locate a road commencing at the tovn-
site of Maviesville and running eighty (80) rods west, thence
one-hundred-sixty (1:0) rods south, thence one-hundred-sixty
(160) rods west, along the section line of sectionm Fourteen
(14) Township Five (5) North of Range Twenty-four (- i. This
was the first officially laid out road in the county.1?

An order was given John caviesld to purchase county seal
torether with stamps snd stationary for the use of t' e county.
On motion Judge Davies was guthorized to make the otto or de-
vice of said county seal.

Ldjourned to first Monday in January, .. D. 1 74,
The first officisl bonds were voted December 8th, 187C.

MNaviesville, Gosper Co., Nebr.,
Necember 8th, 1873.

Aommissioners Court met per adjournment.
Present: G. H. Jones, L. G. Vaughn.
Absent: H. a. Willard.

The following business vas transacted:

First official bonds of:

John Davies, Probate Judge.

H. A. Willard, E. G. Vaughn gnd 5. H, Jones, County Com-
nissioners.

John Baugh, County treasurer,

S. R. Ju d, justice of peace.

B. x. Vaughn, assessor.

R. G. Gordon, county clerk.

Tere approved by the honorable board of county com-
iissioners.,

Soon afteriard Pev. G. H. Chase was elected County Commissioner

later County Judge.l4

. bill was passed for the erection of a court house on the

1z.
13.

14.

Records of County Glerk, R, G. Gordon, NOv. 26, 1t7C.

TLater John Davies left the state and took the county's sealvwith
him. It was necessary for the county to send & man after him to

get the seal.

G. B. Chase, a county commissioner, s judge and a'minisper was a
member of the company that captured Jefferson Davis, Mike Parks,
Nebraska in ‘he Making, Published by the Qmaha World Herald, Nov.

22, 1928,




but no apprep-

townesite of Daviesville, Cosper Gounty, Nebrasky,

riation was made for 5_ma.1: Dimensions of said court house were
twenty~four (24) feet lomp and sixteen (16) feet wide, the walls

to be nine (9) feet high. Roof to be constructed with svlit tim-
bers laid closely together and covered with garth, with door in
south end. House to stand north and south with two windows in esch
opposite eaoh other, double sash, four panes, sach 12 x 14, houce
to be painted inside and aut.

By en ast eof the leplalature passed in Mabruur BB "rank-
1in, Phelps and noeper counties were formed into & distrist and de-
clared entitled to one member to the Conatitutinnal “u1>rn'-wu.l“

i survey Tor & railroad throush the county via tl new town

of Homerville havine baen nade, & movement to re=locute the counit:

seat in Homerville was lasunohad. y In June 1883%, the oounty board
raceived a petition from three=-fiftha of tha voters us provided

for by the Sessicn laws of 18759 reqiesting that the guestion of
the location of the county seat be submitted to the '.-1prJ|.,1?

Under the law, therefore, the county bourd wae required to cull
immediately & special electlon which was held July 16, 1883. None
of the five places for which ballets were cash received a three-

fiftha mujovity.zo The law at that time provided that since threse-

lbe Records of County Clerk, R. G. Gordon, Dec. 8, 187c.

16. He 8. Roblnescn, Research Btatistician, Nebraska State Historical
Soclety; alsoc Beatrice Express, May 6, 1H75,

17, claude Smith, "Gosper County", Elwood Bulletin, “ept. 12, 1005,

18. Beselon Laws, 1876, p. 159.

19, County Commiseioners Repord, Vol. 1, p. 130,

20, County commissioners “ecord, Vol. 1, p. 184,




fifths of the votes were acuinst Daviesville there must be £ new
election.21 Therefore the county board called a new election to
be held August 20, 1883.°% The number of sites for which ballots
could be cast was limited to three.‘?'3 These three places were
Daviesville, Homerville in the S. E. — of the N. . Z of Sec. 19,
in Township 6, north of range 22, West; and Hoteling Flat in the
S % of the S. E, 1 of Sec. 18, wownship 6, north of range 24, west.
In this election, Homerville received the highest number of

votes?4 The new town was platted25 and the residents donated a

new court house. 'This courthouse was a small structure.26 The
lumber used in the building was hsuled from Arapahoe.27 The county
officials moved their offices from the soddy, which had served as
the court house during the new building's construction, and re-
cords to the neﬁhbuilding and Homerville became the proud new county
seat of Gosper County.28

In 1888 a bitter fight between Eiwocod, then three years old,
and Homerville began. /fter a bitterly contested election, "lwood
BT Session Taws, 1875, Sec. . p. T60.

\ .
22, County Commissioners Records, Vol. 1, p. 134.

23. Session Laws, 1875, gees 25 peelel.

24. County Commissioners Records, Vol. 1, p. 147.

25. County Commissioners Records, Vol. 1, p. 147.

26. Claude Smith, "Gosper County," Elwood Bulletin, Sept. 1z, 1935,

27. wWilliam .. Salisbury, Elwood Bulletin, Sept. 12, 1935.

28. Mr. and Mrs. James H, Courtright, Elwood Bulletin, Sept. 12, 1935,




won. Homerville supporters promptly obtained an injunction which
delayed the removal of the county seat until the spring of 1889, 2°

The Lincoln Land Company which owned the land upon which El-
woo& was located did its share in removing the county seat from
Homerville by offering free lots to all Homerville residents who
would move to Elwood.zo

One night, between the time of the County Seat Election in
1888 and the final removal of the records in the spring of 1889,
the county judge thouchtlessly neglected to lock up records and
some enthusiastic Elwood boosters generously transferred these
records to Elwood vithout any expense whatsoever to the county end
were more than willing to take up the rest of the county records.
However these same records were quite promptly returned to Homer-
ville without any legsl action.

The "Minute Men of Homerville" were now organized and held
nightly- dances in the district court room on the second story of
courthouse. Some of these men guarded the county records until
the county records were legally moved to the new county seat.zl

In the spring of 1889 the courthouse at Homerville was moved
to Elwood. *his was a difficult task due to the lack of proper
equipment. Hspecially was great difficulty encountered in going
through Devil's Gap just southwest of Elwood.

Although the county commissioners in December 1873 passed
a resolution for the erection of a one story sod court house 16
by 24 feet, no court house was ever constructed there.

The first Gosper County Courthouse was erected at Homerville
in 1883%. The soddy was soon replaced by a two story wooden struc-
ture whieh was moved to Elwood in 1889, While the building remsined
29. Claude Smith, Gosper County.

30. Baysrd H, Paine, Elwood Bulletin, Sept., 12, 1935,
3l. Bayard H., Paine, Elwood Bulletin, Sept., 12, 1975.




at Homerville the lower story was occupied by county officers
and the upper story was used for soecial gathérings.52

This structure continued to serve as the courthouse until
it was destroyed éarly in the morning of November 14, 1895. t
4:230 that morning the citizens of Klwood were awakened by the
fire alarm and found the courthouse in flames. In an hour the
building was in asshes. 7he building was insured for 3,000 in the
Connecticut and 1,500 in the Phoenix of Brooklyn.3® rhis in-

surance was used to help pay the expense of building the new court-

house.54

The burning of the courthouse and the subsequent events are

35
best told in the following article:

News of the destruction of the Gosper County Courthouse
by fire reached State Auditor Moore yesterday in a telegram
from ¢, .. MeCloud, one of the state examiners whose duty
it is to inspect the books of each county treasurer. MeCloud
was at Elwood for the examination., Reports of file in the
state auditors office show that County Treasurer 7. . pld-
rich settled in full last January. His office was exemined
November 2%, 1893, and the repo t showed that there w.s a

] discrepancy of $427.26 between the books and the ¢ sh, but
in a footnote the examiner explains that this was accounted
for by the treasurer anticipating his commission on the coll-
ection "of state taxes.

When the treasurer's vault was opened part of his records
were missing. ‘“here were enough records left fro: the fire, how-
ever, to show that Mr. Aldrich was short [ 28,176.,43. Aldrich was
reported to be & heavy drinker of intoxicating liguors and may
have been mentally unbalanced at the time of the crime. He fled
t0 the Pacific Coast and was variously reported to have committed
suicide in Denver and later to be alive in Alas&a.56
%2. Mrs. W. A, Willard, Mrs., Chas. Hibbs, Ghas. F. Frank, Elwood

Bulletin, Sept., 12 IEOES
33. State journal, Nomve IS WE8aI5 S

24, Gounty Commissioners Records, Vol. 2, p. 164,
%6. State Journal, November 10, 1895.

36, Lincoln state Journal, Februsry 27,.1896.




In January 1896 the county commissioners accepted plans
and orders of bids to be advertised for the building of a new
courthouse on the site of the 0ld building which had been des-
troyed by fire.57 This wooden building served the county until
Nbvémber 1939, when the records were moved to the present coﬁrt-
house. -

On the first Saturday of September 1935 the county commission-
ers .met for the purpose of passing resolutions asking for a grant
and loan for the purpose of building = new courthouse.

It wes decided to petition the Public Works 'aministration
for 775,000 for the purpose. The county clerk prepared the u -

plication and sent it to lashington. 7The commissioners had béfore

them a petition signed by 162 taxpayers, asking that the project-
ed application be submitted. YThey had a second petition contain-
ing 55 names not to consider same.58

E. T. Phillips, county clerk an Hugh McClure, architect
were. appointed to furnish the Public Works administration with any

information necessary..59
The Public orks Administration agreed to furnish 36,000

for the construetion of a i'76,000 structure. In the following

election the voters of the county endorsed a bond issue of 742,000

to match the Publiec Works Administration grant. The new court-

house of concrete and brick was dedicated November 9, 1939.

B7. Lincoln State Journal, January 17, 1896.

%8. The Bertrand Hersld, (Golden Jubilee Edition) Sept. 6, 1935.

39, The Bertrand Herald, Sept. o, 1935,




The new courthouse is located on Smith .venue at Rochelle
Street. It is a two story structure and a basement. Tt measures
approximately 100 X 55 x 30 feet. 7The exterior consists of a
brownish, rough faced brick and white cast ornamental stone. 'he
building is modern and neat. In the interior the office furn-
iture and woodwork is of oak with a natural finish with the ex-
ception of the district court room, which is finished in dark wal-

nut. <he building is nearly fireproof.




Chapter VI.

Plum Creek was the first settlement in the county. Its
exuct location and size are cqntroversal.A Tthree separate re-
maing each have claim as the location. Descriptions of its
location by various people fit all three locations, but none of
them are entirely satisfactory. .

Daviesville was named after the Rev. John Davies, a Bap-
tist minister. It was located on Muddy Creek in the ‘outhwest
part of the county in the S.E. 4 of the N. W. ¥ of Sec. 19,
Township 6, Range 22, est.1 The first postoffice in the county
was established here,by 1879 there were three other postoffices
in the county, located at Plum Creek, Vaughn's and Judson's ranch-
es.2 In 1873 Daviesville became the first ccunty seat znd con-
tinued to be until Homerville won the distinetion. 1In 1877,
Daviesville had two good general stores, a hotel, a school house,
2 blacksmith shop and several homes. © Daviesville prospered until
the removal of the county seat by the special election of 1883.

Il appears that the town remained the county seat until 1884.4

The Nebraska State Gazette, 1884-1885, p. 128, gives this
information sbout Daviesville:

"The county seat of Gosper County is located in the south-
west part of the county and surrounded by good ~rain and stock-
raising country. the population numbers about 200.

The county officers are:

PTEaSULET, scceccssscsssenssessees Fo A. Salisbury.

Clerk,........-....-........-..... Te J. MO;nan.
Judge,..'...........'......I......A. L. Burke.

T. County Gommissioners Records, vol. 1, p. L.

2. Bayard H. Paine, Hlwoo" Bulletin, Sept., 15, 1935.

Z. County commissioners Records, Vol. l. 7. 1.

4. Nebrasks State Gazette, 1884-1885, vol. IV, P. 128. and '/m.
3alisbury, Alwood Bulletin, ‘ept. 1, 1975,




Sheriff,.."ll...Ol.ltlﬁ.l Thos. mitzler
County Superintendent,.... ". P. Yoeman
J. B. ChambersS,cccseees...Surveror

Business Establishments:

lS':at mhim,..........o.. SalOon

aI‘ah 1-.1. Bryan,oooo--ooo. pUStmaSteI‘
d. Bennett,.cseesevsseces hardware

Glark aud Hull,....ss00se flouring mill
L. BlUT8,00cesvusvevsseess Zeneral merchaniise
R T e o s ol e ol atel sherafer INLESL STICT?
SR G 1 S e i ra e alale el neleRe s EOTIE BRI Mer G hatld 1 Se
Js RODET1SON 00 aesescnees agriculture implements
B. Warner,.sceeeceseesee. Jjustice of peace
L. F. /hite,eeeeeseeceee. physician & drue-ist
Iright & Horton,.eesevs.. attorneys.

all that remeins Tuviccville today is the ce aXy.
Homervil ...1ane. after Homer alt. It was locwted in the
3. B 3 Of the Y. W. 5 of Sec. 19, Township 6, Range iZ, st In
the: spring of 188F & railway risht of way was surv guzh th
southern part of the ccunty. In anticipati n of the ccvins of the
railroad a ne ettlement gr up at Homerville, In svacial
election trat u-usl, Fomerville t:e privelege o Dbecuoiiing *le
C O] eat.
Housrvilie g Ehe fi&EinNct¥orr of hevi ~o z by er il
fair., This fair wae held p¥. 28, B, = 2y insd A izas
ere ~iven for t rses, o=ttls, le 11 =8
farm proiuets, - tlers from all over t wwmnty were A+
ecmpete for these prizes. 'n i ] AI5pla; &
aney needl 0 ith & beautiful eollectic £ TlkS WY 8,
m=lris AT TATE FHRE

T. Hebreska 5tate Gazette, 1084-1885, p. 128.
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railvay svrver “rom Holdr TC . apahoe vaus ak "ough there.

&8 named after the surveror, Toteli .11

nps g locud i ha 8. E. = of tle Fection 2 R, B0
West, Township &, North. post office Wue locuted 17 ig ¢
egrily ! Us‘.l" Laler a cliure 5eh eé.. Tod=sy wt g BrHsS
roads an ol o Fril uilding, & sghool, a chure e 3¢ g
merk tlke sgite - Fosper.

racyville I tbout hglf way Letwee itihfiela, iy and

in “helps County. It is .pproxirfiztelr one-half mile co th of *hLe
highwsy snd the Furiinstion tracks. be First building in Tracyvills
Was a chireh built 1u 198z. Tracyville never ~r atoyat
ctureh, & scliocl, & genersl stors and a £ ousesS, .11 thit remains
is a smail Frems schoolhouse. There are | D _110.1”

The lan! for the towishite of Imithfield was purc .ased lMay 29,
1890 by the Lincoln Lani Gompany of Lincoln, vhich w the .cent foi
the railroaa company. This lend was purchas=i from . . 5 .ich
wife, owners of wiut had been a homec=t:caa taken in t ezrly '80s!
by Wmn. Bellamy, The town was laid out in the midst of o fisld of
corn. This is a reascn for *he name, Smithfield.

A 1ittle incident dccurreg which nearly caused the station vhich
grew into Smithfield to be located on the adjoining homestecd jus*
east, owned by 'fr. .shburr Pool. The Lincoln Land Comp 1y repr-ceit-
_ed by their agent could not agree with fr. Smith on g price for the
land, so the land comrany representative made an asgreement with t e ad-

- Joining homestead owmer, IMr., Ashbury -ool, to biyv enough of his land

for the site. Thig sife is  ust south of the present Geo. . Junkin
11. Jake Way, cnithfield, Jcbraska; and others., ‘

12. Trs. Lertha Hesser, ilwood Bulletin, ept. 15, 1935.

1%. The school term of 1940-41.




estate and some eighty rods southeast of Smithfield. Mr. Pool did
not keep his promise, not to tell of the agréement. When Mr. Smith
learned of the agreement, he hurried to Lincoln and cettled the bus-
iness by agreeing on a price.l4

In September, 1891, J. J. Hicks, ~ho was only 18 years of age,
was sent to Smithfielﬁ to serve ags "mithfield's first railr-ad station
agent. He located this first Smithfield depot a few rods west of
whare‘the elevators ere later built.15 He was given a small box
car to use as office and station. Until the arrival of Mr. Hicks
anyone wanting to board é train had to flag the train himself., O0ften
the individual had a long and tiresome wait as the tr ins were usu-
ally late, sometimes the freights were lafe several hours, and since
there was nd way of knowing whether the train was on time or hours
‘late, the would-be passenger had to be either at the stop at the
time the train was scheduled to arrive or at some place sufficiently
close to be able to flag the tral when it did arrive. 1In the case
of the men the wait was not so long and tiresome as for the ladies.
The tracks are not far from the business section of the town and the
train can be seen for a considerable distance in either direction,
g0 the men could stay up town until they either heard or saw the
train approaching, then they could rush down to the tracks in time to
flag the train,.

While Mr. Hicks was still agent for the Burlington and Missouri
a8 the line was called then, the present two story red depot was
built. This was in 1892. The bachelor apartments of Mr. Hicks (lo-~
eated in the second story from the ground, directly over the station

14. From the records Of the Burlington Missouri R. R. CO., BIwood
Bulletin, Sept. 15, 1935; also Mr. R. T. Bigelow,

15. The station was about where the cocal sheds are now.




office and nas=enger walting room) mist have been lonesome hec:.use
in 1896 he married Miss Rdith Strickler, deughter of Ur. und Mrs.
Caleh StricKier.

Later that sume year Mr. Hiuke, bhecuuwse of poor heulth, trans
ferred t0 Verango near the Colorado-Nebrasksa State Line und 1r, Q.
S. Bowen of Venango came to Smithfield. Later the Hicks returned
and Ifr, Bowen sventually went to deuood.lv

G B. Chase cume to Smithfield in 1891 from his furm south
of Elwood and erected for his family the first residence on the
lots where J. H, Sulief now hus his home, The second home was the
regsidence of Mr. Currier which he buillt for himself and tumlly.
there wag no place with hotel aceeommodations, the Currierta fur-
nished rooms and meals for all their customers was very convanient
for those degiring them. Because of the many progpective settlers
to lonk at the country, the Curriers did a good business. The Cur
vler Hotel becume widely irtown for the axcellent meals sarved aund
tha clesn comforteble bads furnished. The Currier home 1g now the
residence of Ruseel J, Junkin, a well=-to=de land owner und m
of the Nurmﬁra Qo~operative “leVutnr.18

The fir'st business bullfing to bha ereated was a livelry stable
built by Walt Currier for Mr. Bmith., Mr. OCurrler manuged tle bus-
iness, which prospered during the perled of the finul settling o

the country, for many years. The business wae managed by several

16. Mrs. Bilgelow; J. h. SJutllef.
17, Mrs. Bigelow,
18, Mra, Bipelow; Julke Way.
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men between the date of the erection of the building and the date
when the building burned down in 1909. .t the time of the burning,
the building was owned by J. H. sutlief.l®

The burning of the livery barn was not as great a loss in 1909
to the community as it would hsve been a few years earlier, for by
that time the automobile began to replace the team and buggy. Some
of the people residing in the level areas had begun to buy zutomo-
biles even though at that time they weren't so reliable.

The first car to come to Smit?field was a little one cylinder,
white "Brush" car. It had no windshield, the one cylinder seven
horsepower engine was started by cranking by hand, the ignition was
furnished by four one and one-half volt batteries (commonly used in
telephones), the head and tail lamps used kerosene, there were no
doors on the car, it had two speeds, foreward, and one speed back-
ward. On the level road it could go at a terrifiec speed of about
20 miles an hour. If the car struck high center on the trail-like
roads of those days, the driver, if he were a strong man, could 1lift
ons end of the car out of the track, then go to the other and 1ift
that end out. He was then ready to proceed again. 20

The first car to be owned in Smithfield was the newReo car,
purchased by J. M. Cramer.2l Soon after (1909) the first smnall gar-

age and repair shop was built by N. B. Bems‘con,z2

end by the 1920's
the livery barn had become only a memory, replaced by the garage.
The first carpenter and contractor was J. E. Dunlep, who came

.Tg_:-:# El §u5xlef . =

20. Several o0ld settlers tell sbout the first car. The author has
seen a photograph of it.

21. Mrs. Bigelow.

22, Smithfield Enterprise, November 9, 1909.




to Smithfield in 1892 from Plattsmouth. He built many of the first
buildings in the surrounding community.% ibout this time ~harley
Woodring came to Smithfield and became the first mason. For several
yvears he had a good business. 24

Ed. Metcalfe built the first blacksmith shop. Iater . H. Moore
had a blacksmith shop on the east side of the street mbout where the
filling station is located. L. &. Frazell moved i.to town from his
home on Turkey Creek in about 1904 and bought the shop from Mr. Moore.
Mr. Frazell operated the shop for several years before selling the
buginess to Mr. J. Snodgrass.25 Mr. Prazell became a rural mail
c:ar::'ier.z6 The first barber shop was operated by I. !'. Anderson in
1896. He was followed by Guy Smith and H. R. Harmon.>2’

In 1902 Frank Rhorbacker established the first pool hall.Z28

Bernard Glemn, a farmer, who came to the community was the first
live stock buyer and cattle and hog shipper. His son, J, T, Glemn,
assisted him and carried on th same business sfter his father's
death. In addition to buying stock, Mr. J. T. Glenn and his brother
established the Glenn Brothers Meat Market.29 On the west side of
the streoet stood the market. » little later they built o new build-

ing on the site of the Chase-Bolen Store, which had burned. The

28. Mrs. Bigelow.
24. Mrs. Bigelow.

25, This was between March 9th, and April 20th, 1911l. The Smithfield
Enterprise; March 9, 1911 has Mr. FRazell's AdvertLQelo 1t and The
Aipril 20th issue has Mr. J. R. Snodgrass'es advertisement.

266 Mr. Frazell is still rural mail carrier.

27. Mrg. Bigelow

8. »t the present time there is a village ordinance prohibiting pool
halls.

29, This was Smithfield's first meat market.




Farmer's State Bank Building now occupies.the site.50

Ge B. Chase was the firsf postmaster. He erected a small build-
ing on the east side of the street. He used one side of the building
as a post office and the other side as a drug store. Later he and
Mark Dingee put in a general grocery store. DNot long ago George
H. Bolen bought the interest of Mr. Dinges, They then built a larger
and better building, where the Bank Building is now located, and en-
larged their stock of groceries and dry goods. This burned down in
a few months. In 1883, Mr. Chase was elected county judge and moved
to Elwood.51

James Anderson became the second postmaster and moved the post-
office into the Caleb Strickler store. €. H. Bigelow sqcceeded him
in 1989, In October of that year the post office became a money ord-
er service office. J. J. Hicksbecame postmaster in January 1899, He
remained in office until December 1912, when E. T. Bigelow received his
commission. He was in turn suc eded by the present postmaster, arl
Whitford. ‘

While Mr. J. J. Hicx was posfmaster three rural mail routes
were established., Delivery of mail on the first route began in 1904,
with Elmer Strickler as regular carrier and Chas. gtrickler as sub-
stitute. Soon afterward, (1905) J. H. Sulief became the second mail
carfier. In 1905 route three was also organized and the patrons
were served tri-weekly by A. L. Birt as regular carrier until the
summer of 1908, when Mr. Birt was gppointed to route two and Frank ’

Brand served route three as temporary carrier until James Knuter wasg

B0 John sutlier, Mrs. Bigelow, d. Te Glenn,
31, Mrs. Bigelow, J. H. Sutlief.




appointed in August of that year. Mr. Birt resigned in 1917 and

Mr. Knuter was transferred to route three ani We E. Frazell became
regular carrier on route three. He now served the consolidated routes
two and three. Mr. Sutlief resigned his route in 1940. More than
thirty applicants took the examination in June for his position.
"Jackie" Jackson served as carrier until Fred Holthus became carrier
in May, 1941.

In 1917, Mr. Jackson took the examination for rural carrier,
received the highest grade and was appointed csrrier. During the
interval from the time of the examinations to the appointment r.
Jackson volunteered for service in the army and at the time of the
appointment was in the army camp. He could have resigned from the
army and taken his potition as rural carrier, this he did not do, but
went to France and saw several months service. Upon his return he
was given no route so entered business. He did not take the carrier's
examination in June, 1940, but received a commission sas temporary
carrier which he held until May, 1941.

In 1906, J. L. Biesecker, who was one of the merchants of the
town, installed a telephone system which developed into the present
mutual company. The messages were carried over barbed wire on the
fences to and from the countryside., This system was known as the
Barbed Wire Telephone Company.

In the late '90s', James Glenn and J. J. Hicks built private

telegraph system between town and the B. Glenn home, ZILater they




connected another farm or two to the system, and after learning the
Morse code amused themselves.

In 1893, a young doctor, N, J, Lease, came from Indiana, erect-
ed a new home for his bride, set up his office in his residence and
began to practice. ‘“'his house is now the house owned by Julia Brand.

Dr, Lease was followed by Dr. E. !!. Rudolph in 1%96. He moved
to Elwood in a few years. Then came Dr. i/« E. Bridgeman who in turn
followed by the Charleston brothers, both doctors. The last doctors
to practice in Zmithfield were the Vanderslice Bros., Rank and A. M.

In the '90s", Walker Smith, J. E. Dunlap, H. Selby, Wm. Bellamy,
George Bolen, R, T, Bigelow, ©. Metcalfe, G¢. ''. Simpson, Wm., Hanson and
others built new houses. >mithfield promised at that time to become
a thriving city. : '

The Xnapp and French elevator was erected soon sfter ties town
started. G. /., Simpson came from Vanango to menage it, The clevator
burned down in 1911, but was rebuilt: The 0live Rogers and Company
built the next elevator and hired George '. Bolen for its first man-
ager. Later the TeConughéry Grain Company of Eoldreve.purchase the
elevator. It was torn down after the farmers organized and built

the Farmers' Co-oper.tive leVator.Sg

L]

Smithfield has had two newspapers. The first paper was the

Practical Farm Newg,established April 10, 1896. Suspended April 23,

1897. (Vol. XXIII No. 1). The origin of the volume number is a

mystery as the village mwas not started until 1890, and the Nebraska
33
Gazette reports no newspaper there in 1907.

2. Russell J. Junkins, osmithiield, Nebraska.

33. Encyclopaedia of Nebraska, Newspapers, Nebraska “tate Historical
Socliety, p. 207.




The second Smithfield paper was the Smithfield Enterprise,.

It was established 'pril 3, 1908 and suspenied in 1913. ~act
34
te unmom,

hen ths ithfield iInterprise s first blished i1t wus

eight puge puper. During the fir t k in tugust 1910 it s
duced tc our p:-ge er.a5

In:the first = of eimber, 1910, Monty Smith eare
Mr. Zlen as publis er.Z6

an

re

In the Janu.ry &0, 1917 edition was an =imounce t khat g,

Ironsid- was the publisher,?’ ond that *he paper 1! be in-

dependent in politics and be devotel "to adv.orcine the itere-ts

T,

=)

of the town of 3Jmithfield cnd of the county of Gosper.

tile ZzUEfiel ised to hec a fatmfacturing
town. [orth of town was o hriek factory which Aid birsd
a few yau before it wa bandenad.

In the late '908' Richard Doy Ler built, from hi v plan
teumboat merry-ge-: 1 that Tul & lsrge pivot iz the cent
ith ropss “tendi to the outer voints of t haat, 8
lap he r decl, ean encing ed: for .

—go~Toun c et & battle wit pEzrgs batan b
£ B 1 ¢ lebration, useil 1g T £
L BTIT=T0=201 was hief attr=oti 27 celebrefions,
Dowler ottt tad 1 e it to T ibiry to run are
sd it ar gti tiec ' * exuense, for it h baer 1
S%e Ibld., DPe 207, The Encyclopsedia claims Thal tThe Tast issue
b : =8 capi dzted as 13.
36, Mlw I k y . o LTI,
36, Mlwcod 1llatin, MNc real g,
7. Smithfield Enterprise, Jahmn.: 01913,
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i . &y
il ith was 7 ig, it .was i, 8 akrat Lo mith wg
net st all 151 B 4 with the gojuit in genersl an TV~
in cl @ £ e OV Iwood Thonaue, 70 0o~
stezisr, 0 resl 1i iles southwe:zt of e SBeftlement, wa
ridize to th StoEfice for S mail, & peThaps a glup of {tobacco
anil a i groceries. FsH ¥ = LOPE 0 s
tine s ith "inally ap roache 'y Thomas on prighl
nami then town. Thomas did.not loiow g itable , B finally
nith Ezifl; ME am, “Fhat 4 ur i gar cme=e reoiied, TEIwo
Thomas.” "Good, ve'll tle ‘o twood," repli aLiElgl i
Wwas raecort i Clile 7
In' Iulg, 1 . ) 1iyc] re coli. " 1n L as o
be racorie re filed for rec n plte B, 1885 kT &

e of TJul 1, 1565, t ¥ ineoln I ¥
of lot 5 & Aree ifl block uife, a HS S ) =, re
he ilt one o I i v ds 0 he erected 1 T®oni., 1

ing the nme locali S now tccupie the Elwood So=1 & Tlmber fo.
At the =uue tine fer alL e to hi lots thre L “
in bloegk nty~--even,

In fugust 1585 the railroa 2s built dn eorder to & luoo

and for a ycar the villag a termillgl. Tie roundlous bail

egt of 1 . The building of the line was done by t* lebruska
Colorado Railicad" ich was incorporated undei l[ne pegral law of

ebraska, the certificate of authori”ation teling dated July 24, louc,

&%, Glzude Smith, Blwood Bulletin, Sept., L&, 1925.

48. Ibid., Several ol ettlers also voueh for this ctor,.

49. Ibid.



and filed with the Zecretary of State on July 30, 1883. The authoriz-
ation covered the cons*ruction of & rail ay from Bratrice, Tebraska
to the Colorado~Nebraska State Line. Although the line ~as construct-
el by the "Nebrasks and Colorsdo ailrosad", it was cetualliy alvays ex-
clusively operatel bv the Chicago Burlimgton end ‘uiney (called Bur-
lington =1d Chio in 1883) until the lesse expire Webruéry 16, 1§083
Qn that date the orert: was deeled over to the Buriing*on.' ©

Ae 0. Holdrere "as the first station agent. . T, Heaton took
over the duties of the derot in 1°:7 and remained thers 13 ve s. He
was followel by -everal others and in later years 7, 1. Moate serve
as ggent. G. L. Jinger terv for sbout twenty-~iive years.51

Hallock & Hovaurd Lumber - ompany put in a yard, as also id the
Freeze & Hockwell Lumber “ompany. 52

Sam Fizh moved the Elwvod House up fr the Homerville B i
Lee moved the Commercial House up fram the came place. J. L. _robee,
then a merchant in Homervills, moved hi: stock of mercl.andise to El-
wood from [lomerville and coiucted one of the first merc tile stores
on the location 'here the 0dd Fellow hall nou stgnds. Eimmincer @
Melcalf were early pioneers to the implement field.

Elvood's mill "as built by 7. 7. Toodman in *the winter of 1885
and stood where the e =t elevator now stands, THe first eating house
to locate in Elwood, was located on the north side of the railrosad

and west of the depoty it was oper-ted by 7., A. Talcott and his wife

and was known as the Talcott house,

o

B0. H. F. McLaury, advertising agent, Chicago Burlington & Quinty.
51. Claude Smith, Elwood Bulletin, Sept., 12, 1935.

52. Claude Smith, Elwood Bulletin, Sept., 12, 1938.



.

on the system that year and it was completed as rapidly as possible.
Several major improvements have been made in later ye:.rs in new wells
and pumps.

Two or three years later the citizens became dissgtisfied with
the several antique methods of lighting their homes and stores snd
the question of installing an electric lighting system was raised.
This brought out quite a debate for sand ageinst electric lights, and
for a long time the idea was given considerable discussion. PFinally
in 1911 the election was held to vote bonds for the plant and after
much work on the part of advocates of the system the bo1d issue total-
ing /7,600 carried f r the construction of the system,

The first plant installed w;s the latest in lighting =t that time.
It was a direct current system with storage batteries, and a 35 h.p.
Alamo o0il engine. The ensine operated from 7 to 11 p. m. when the
street lights were turned on. During the balance of the nicht and
during the day-service was obtained fr the battery systemes The first
cost of electric current was 25¢ a kilowatt hour. Certain d.ys rere
set aside for the ladie: to 40 the family washing and cert.in hours wer
designated when electric irons could be used. The plant man.ger d4id no
stand for any deviation from the hours set for the use of asppliances
and any times the ladies would try to outguess him and hook up the
iron, he would promptly call them to account for thi ?7

Later, when the first plant had been used so long that it was
wearing out, and the demand for more electricity became urgent, the
board purchased two Primm engines and discarded the bsttery set. These
engines were operated duwing the peak load in the evening and a 16 h.p.

8 3
Internationag 01l engine -was installed to run all night to furnish

B7.. Clande Smith, Elwood Bulletin, Sept. 12, 1935,

8. Ibid.



service. Later the load became hesavier and a 15. h. pP. Pairbanks
was added in place of the International.

This system opersated for a number of years and service became &0
poor that the board faced a problem of rebuilding the plant. Not a
dollar had been set aside as a reserve for replacement, and the plant
was worn out. As a direct current system it was out of date and the
proposition of scrapping it entirely and rebuilding with a modern .. C.
current was discussed. But the cost was prohibitive and an investment
of around © 25,000 would be encountered. Finally, after much discussion
the Western Public Service Company made the village board an offer,
which was attractive. 1In march, 1928, the board sold the o0ld plant
to the service company, granted them s franchise, and tley constructed

a modern lighting system.



C. P. Boyaton and H. !/, Ztanley and . B. Albertson slso had a
part in the early history of Elwood, the former being cne of the
first hardwars &eslers, his hardware was located on the corner now
occupied by the =tock show building. H. /. Stanley was one of the
first grocerymen and was also a druggist. His place of b uiness was
located on the lot north of the Fish Implement Store. . B. Altertson
also moved up from Homerville and ran one of the early livery barns.
He also served as one of the early deputy sheriffs in the county.

The first bank to 40 business in Elwood was known the Gosper
County Bank and was built and owned by P. H. Schroeder o' the corner
where the Independent Pilling Station is now located, Was managed
by J. C. Post. 0. L. Cotting of Red Cloud owned the drune store, then
located where the Tow 3Store building now stands and it was managed by
Charley Brown.55

We Ts Perkinson also ran one of Rlwood's first merc.ntile estab=-
lishments on the south of the Fish Implement store. ™. D. Ferguson
came here from Red QOak, Yowa, and ran a store on the corner where the
Home Bank is now located, across the street from the Commercial House,
then located on the lot where the coﬁmunity Improvement building is
now locatods

The petition for the incorporation of the village of RElwood was
signed by C. L. Brown and 224 others and was granted by the board of
county com:issioners consisting of We Fs Wagoner, M. B. Reld and A. Be
Pery, H. A. Willard was then county clerk. M. B. Reid ran the inlan
postoffice located across the tract, just north of the A. B. ﬁecken-

lively farm, a little sod house known as Meek station. When the town

BY. ¢laude Smith, Blwood Bulletin, Septe., Lg, 1900.




of Elwocd vas established Mr. Reid became the first postmaster of
Elwood. 54

The firet trustees for the Village of Elwood were designated
and appointed by the board of county commissioners and the following
were 80 named: C. P. Boynton, B, Mathews, H. W. Stanley, '. B. Alberte
son and P, W. Wirts.55

The first water supply for the village was hauled into town in

tankwagons and sold@ to hotels and residents for 25¢ a small barrell.

Later a public well was sunk and served the populace for a hile,
and other wells were put down in 4if ‘erent parts of town to help aleng
| the vater neeis,B®
New families began moving in and the Lincoln Land rompany gave
lots to residents in Homerville who moved here.
As time went on other citizens began moving to ths thriving town.
They were /mos Corey, J. S. Hatcher, i, B. Miller, ¢. . champe, D. B.
Gano, E. Shellenberger, '. I, White, H, . Hare, /. 1., 7eller, ¢. J.
Laurent, G, M. Cochran, L. Lydiatt, ¢. F. Smith, J. C. Haworth, Geo.
N. Bolen, L. M. Millen, C. ... Branshaw, 0. E. Bozarth, A. I, Patterson
and others,
As time progressed and business increased the water supply be-
came a big problem and some talk was given to building a water system
in the villsge. It was debated for several months and finally in 1907
| a special election was held to vote {12,000 bonds for the construction
of the plant. The vote was not unanimous, however, quite a number vot

ing to retain the wells and inadequate method. Construction was start

L~

B4, Smith, Blwood Bulletin, Sept., 13, 19&0.

55. Ibig,

56. J. S. Pitzsimmon, Elwood, Nebraska; and others. From other source
the author learned th.t Mr. "itzsimmons was the first person to
make water-carrying a business. [t the time Mr. "itzsimmons was
16 years of age.




48 near as can be learned the first religious serviced in Dlwood
were held in the drive-way of the west elevator; later a building whicl
is now oceupied by the Central Market, was built.59 This served as a
church, community hall and lodge from that time on for many years.

The preaching services were supplied by ministers of various denomin-
ations and were uniocn meetings?o

Telephone service in the Elwood community dates fromn 1903 when
five familics of farmers formed an organization known as the ®lwood
Barbwire Telephone Company. Service was entirely local —1d had no
connection with other communities,

The first telephone line from an out side point w built in 1905,
Mrs., Stewart Lexington h:d@ a line built between Lexin-ion and zlwood
and established u telephone exchange in Ilwood with -bout 25 customers.
The switch board was located in Mrs. Hilyard's residence south of the
printing office. Mr. Hanline installed the board, Mrs. Tracy was the
operstor. Mr. Tilson maintained the lines. Soon afterward a line
was built to Smithfield.®l ’

On April 13, 1895, Dr. Brittain, one of the oldest physicans in
Gosper County was shot and wounded., The assassin escaped. The doc-
tor claimed that he knew who did‘it, that it was an o0ld enemy and that

62 The doctor recovered and

he had been receiving threatening letters.
thus maintained to this day Gosper County’'s record of being free from
murder since the county was organired.

Por = small town with only about fifty years of history, Hlwood
has hed several newspapers. The Encyclopedla of Nebraska Newspspers™

9. Reves H., T. Slagg, Elwood Bulletin, Sept., 1930.
60, Reve He T. Slagg, ~lwood Bulletin, Sept., 1935.

° 6l. Compiled from interviews.

62. State Journal, .pril 14, 1895.




6
lists the following newspapers of Elwood:

Blwood, Gosper County (formerly Meek. P. 0.) Bulletin.
Oct, 29, 1896 to end of That years

Elwood Bulletin, Established .ug. 6, 1896,

Elwood Independent, Established 1892.

Elwood Tecord, fstablished 1886. Suspender 1890.

Elwood Republican, Estublished Jan. 1893. called
the Western Eye from Sept. 9 to Oct. 14, 1879, Took place
of EIwo0d Republican sbout November 5, 1896.

Gosper County Citizen, Tstablished Dece:rber 1884,
bsorbed by the hlwood Fepublican about November 5, 1296,

Gosper County ZInterprise, ®stablished It 15, 1889,

People’™s Advocate, zmoved December 1891 to Maywood
became Maywood Ragle.

Independent Citizen, 1895, probably formed erz-ing
Independent and Citizen.

The Bulletin, established October &Y, 1896, followed
hy the 11wood Bulletin, pended December 10, 189G.

The Dluood Bulletin, Rstublished Jamuary 1, 1597.°4

B3+ Encyclopedia of Nebraska Néwspapers.

64, The zuthcr has an issue of flie Llwood Bulletin, Vol. 1, "2, d=ted

upust 15, 1 ( Thursdsy), Herry E. Moore, Pub, _2d. Avidently
the date January 1897 is incorrect = ugust 6, 1596 is tre
correet Aate for the eztublishment of the Der.,
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T e 5 .0
v 9,889 30 21 .
v 0,691 ) &L, 0 . i 07%7_ 2L.U%
¥otal 598,53 TO00% T009, 56. 0%
the il 1Bz 3 v &8
alla 3 [
Xl v TR hipl i 3
3+ &) = <4 4 i ¥
5 b . Gmr 3 -
L. Tmrih 3 p 1 38 g -
2 “ ] - - - a
[ "RER -
3 ! it 4 (AL 2 _Ll Y (9]
At 5 < ! ¥
3 . 2 LA b RS e L ¥ - .
i ¥ t - 1% gl o I o
. &I (o - C 2. L e I i
h i & t#ncEare, 3 g e ve to

T Fallatin Z1LL, 0 -t. 27, D. 10,

T ti 1 v - .







C - - _:_* 5 r *1 .
3 GiaT r s Dlat L Y
I 1fie: Blo i iefey 1 o)
Lk, ~ i) s £ L) hi efi iy o
(o ¢ i 8 1, , & LAt 3 I W=
16H8, eflegi 8 LI Tz £ I
o v 88 énl ad (57 (opis L1318
st oI at 1i s .2 pivdlion i gL 0 et
= -~ 5] [ < Cipila i i (= DO TRl
al a Tax Tepio I ool 100%h 1l I
5
per Go i gl = L3 5 {8
raoipnT 4 o oLy Feato atb e
U a2 52 1 o eLalr 3 L ke g
Cnal dis 1 at i orsilion are of: yiftel orte .
11 fpod SRS B LOLE, ic iy 3 i iy <l i~
Tzn " e al Teh Ty g3adrikitio s LIS
gz s Lteky Laing, ul alls T
G 3 1 i % i) s DAL OB 3l L} ¥ .
i 4 wC il falls aly i
1 » [O tHe Plmi =o)
v 1s Ly i1l i At il
wervals ai e » IN L °
5 w le, BrsdshoL i ‘ Lg comiitry,
ar y PCUL hecoln <l e 3 i Jeave, 5] A = -\
B. walter P. webb, The Great Plains, 1931, Chicago, II1l. pp.-I7-19,
1 Wi u"' e X ’ . .




all ash RaT ttion paople fthz = it -~
e alfber oL 18894, Tosper ot as ¢ 1
Y [ it _pU ~ 1 - [ ]
yaar e Plavte Hiverx c re, ol
LWO uliclail, UClhe lu, 1 LT 7, H
LB 3 } L =g St s [ 6 :.»J if: 1 (OTil &% co .-.t.
ingo for pSeTya, I of hel#® t 1 bel
e otliomto trees, Eomn =
enl f t ’ Jikh 3 Lla . O 45 o]
5 Otit; 1 gs i =4, p. Wi Lo I
1 idth awill o itk gy 5 7
ig 1 Tag oW if ftihe Platte until wou t east Mrgs
i e ‘n‘ *
Balow is =z ather i ri for pAugust, 1983, th S ear hefox
. : 8 . ]
the drouth hit Tosprr oun:v. "his zeport is t o He 8toll, freat
Ob8exrver, Cospsr 10,

Vbald Pro ; itati csecsossaie D
fun £ = it e

an .Ol iLC}l,ﬁn-o-ooooo-oa.a-lQ
Areatezst precipitation 'n

24 .-ouvoooooco-ocoou-.-1028 iI’l. Ol SHS Z’:tt:o
.Erevaili ;;1&..---0....-.0.50\4(;. SN t.
mber of thungerstoimsS.......10
" U f a,yS.a.-..--. %)
L W Cledr Ly ..-..-.-.12

" partly cloudy ‘ays. 6

otal precivitatio: I year b te is ut o Lize.

7. State Journal, (Lincoln, Nebraska), February 26, 1£i..
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Below is = table showing the annual precivitallon, rainfell during

the groving season, ang esees a’d yields of alfalfa cnd barley

in Gosper County.

«  aareita’ | Barley’?
Year ﬁﬁ Ag¢reage in Yielda in tons Acreage 1in Field
thousands ber acre. thousanis in .
per acre
1910 ‘o 1.7 01 9.0
(0 4.0 ok Sak 10.6
1912 .0 2.0 = l0.0
1913 ‘.t.o 106 = 2”.7
1014 340 S0 4 35
LT B0 LA, «2 28
195 S.0 &y W2 . 15
i3 H RS 3.0 ) 1.7 D 13
TSN 3.0 2e 2 .S 26
l-lv ﬁcl 2.9 a9 28
1920 4.0 18 %,
LIS 2.4 Ze 2 EER 18
1922 AR 1.8 Rt 26
1923 +40) 2.6 0! 21
1924 3.0 1.8 =00 P
1928 a0 2510) ST 10
1926 B0 1.4 b 30
1927 5.0 “.3 ..5 b v
1928 3.0 2o L@ <
1929 201 e i 1.7 2
1930 ) Ze8 4,4 0
1931 2.4 AR § 4,4 P
1933 2.2 k) Sl
NOE3 2.0 2.0 5.6 16
1-5'. 206 l5 l.ﬂ -
1955 (4-4. 1;05 L.:‘8 20
26 yoar
average ) A 1.8 LAl
10 year & 0554 1019 2.72 21.9
average
(1925-35)

9. Bulletin 311, Oct. '28, p. L1
10. Ibid., p. 19



Throughout the years coin has remained +he principle crop. The
farmer so0ll purt of the grain from His corn ciop a8 a cuch crop, the
remainder he ept to feed his livestock and for use as seel, the cobs

vead for fuel and the stalks vere "fed out” durine t winter
ONEhe, ometimes in years vhen the vrice of corn 8 very low, the
zorll wus used as fuel,

ere are few crop rerorts shoving the crop coniitions at aiff-

erent tiuas in the '90s',

"Phe prineiple erop is corn:; increased were this year,
prospects good. heut, oats and rye almcst & fallure. 11
not average one-third of a erop, oweing to dr er."qq

"Can not expect mo thatt half a croo of corn; rye is killed.n
'‘Small greins growing rapidly bui are ver: dy. ~orn
very weedl."13

"Gorn is making rapid growth. .. few fields .bandoned on
account of weeds. |/heat on new ground will make a hslf a crop."
1%
"Small grains looking fine; corn has been 8amaged =ome by
cut worms; too cool for corn but fine for wheat."}g

"Wlarm veather has brought the corn along; some pieces of rye
will do to cut in two weeks; all crops doing finely."16

"Gorn is damaged 25% by the dry weather.m 17

"Corn is looking fine and has made good progress; oats a fair
crop; hay a good CroP."qg

from these reports it is easy to understand that corn has teen
the chiinf crop, that greater interest was taken it its condition than
any other crop and that it had the power to recuperate from adverse
confiitions better than the other grains.

I BEehs Bee, June 26, 1893..

1:. State Journal, June 12, 1895.

1. Tbid., June I9, 1895,

14, Tbid., June 20, 1895,

15. Tbid., June 9, 1897,

16, THid., June 16, 1897.

17. S5tafe Journal, (Lincoln, Nebraska) Lug. 11, 1898.
18. Tbid,,July. 17, 1898.




Below is « tuble showinz the corn acreage an? yielis frrm

1914 Ho- 1936,

YEAng CORN WH & AT 0O aTo

acreage yield acreage yeild acreage yield

in thous- in thous in th =

aris anis ands
1910 71,0 12,8 40.0 6.9 153 &5
1911 o9 107 - 54 7«5 8 11, %5
l- 12 I'9 1 . i L < 7 ].]-0q LV &
1913 77 1.7 oo 10,4 15.
1914 3 (215 e d &/ 13,8 6 15,
el 76 36 20, & Zed
1:91.6 y:8 20,8 He) L5e4 il A camatils
1017 SNl 1 & Juile 25
1918 A%, i 43 <) G 2k IE8
1919 7 4l 45 10. D 2
1920 1..4': u5 10- 1'
1921 B 17 45 (i (57 27
1121 72 1.3 B 1g. "
1823 =0 1845 e
1- - : 5\12 25 :- L] ] [ Sywy )
PR 5 1 & 1 s Z Z.
1926 6 21 7 4 s
1587 100 =9 21 14,9 £5.
192 101 al 18 17 I~
1928 107 L7 16 Wi, sl U,
1oz 186 gl 18 20 5o 5 28,
1951 188 16 10 ot [N
1952 113 1z 14 . SO . 1f.
195 168 Sy 14 10. ehiliol
1824 al 12 i85 RS ol -
193 IS el 18.1 13,5 X A
26 e RU.6 ID.RQ l 05 1uo U Fc YN
AVE.

1617 16u6h 1T5.1 ol Bo0 1

10 yr.
nves
(1925'!.")

19, Compiled from t<hles om pp. 21, 238, &b, Bulletin 311, Oct, 'o7.



Relo Oi a table “hLowine yields of ereps in favor ble vear T
2
2i1¥all:
VYear slfalfa corn barlcy wii€al oats
1935 7. 30 30.00 55.00 20.320 Fn.40
TG v O c 28,00 10.00 &1.00
1923 ~e 60 2. 00 20 8. 50 23.00
lqso »:..8 ’21000 g5o 1 . O-u
aver-
.ge B.88 8940 20.00 1..64 4.1
'en
Jear
SV EE=
Lre 1e:81, 38. 17 21.90 13,1 .01
136_
11515)
Below iz the averszse o- ial i in 1 u".21
crop 11 bu 1S
T e
& lfa.lfa....l.u.c
bcu,le“o R BC .
GRS s o o LT 5 BT
(=1 .p.-....._,2.90
kL a s ‘4-
- ..0..0.1 . ~
20, Prank Miller snd H. C. "iller, Bulletin -II, Oct. 1927, pp. Sl-

CO, ,P' 1'
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The followi le Shows rlo Ereight raceivad st
Ly 0 Hthes ot
Lumber bLime cement Graln and Grainl  coal Live-SIock Totol
1926 b § bé7 = ozi i 10 S
lgey 21 _ 26 10 fgi
105 17 11 r e 1z %50
1950 p 40 64 10 ou
A S S R
Tose § 3 A v’
193k 1 2 15 3
er-
a’e 15.2 LG 56 30)- 178.
c e 1ot i - or t in ' 1 , 8X-
tloeal haul . PO 1k c ek al c T ets.
Pinciple s ol the 1T gl livedtoek % 1I16
ig s beer liskl Eincs 1 - 1 i ince t thet  trne
v co L Tk ¢to i THL S gcle ovrer
CcE8e. ofet-2 L 4 o i Fosth, mMos a4 ()
1a into the comity. ig ig lscoel rigss 1 from Eestr-
ney 0 he:r e civies ITE Taell TtE k Tein,
. ig imjorte T is simall fxsction ol T
of predlt shi out before ti ¥ olithe -ons a1 i f
bzen irtc in Iro g BPlatte 1le recent ve v 1-11 s ip-
mertyg of livestouas tivcked t0 neayby iivestocx sale riis.
holeczale houses mo=tly 'truei i their voredvets, bul bec iise of
only two trading centars in t cotnty this is not er il
businees. hile tihe Tri~County wa ein sl o) ier- le Toca
was teuled in from alo: e Eevublican wvilley. is g cortract
45, Bulletin 31.l, 1. bl. SR e
if Y, ithiie ig W0 r ity

4. mesel J. I1 ins, T wagt s il
sta nt
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T e outh, the ¢ ‘ e i abl ot e le lv
ved Beliileres to ok lves, cticall 1 ¢ em
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gome small grain and hey. Thev wer ble fo m donsider.iile

in the cmyong and low pluces. [7:ch of the count: s still ~russ-
land and the Zollowinz winter ild, 'Tost ol tie sel lers turne
treir cottle and horses, "ith the e ception of = s le hoise &
siclt eow, loose on the 1 . Iver W ¢ . meiter of the ily
wovld ride out to liok for ithe stock on the r-mte & i 85T WeTe

o far from Tome, ther Tere herded b.clk l'e.rer houe. uri o~ tle'90s’

the vopul-tion inei: sed less t:.n 200 so t by 1200 the pulstion
was 5,501, Wwhisk, howevsT e larcest populetionm 1 Ny Gensus.
0f the £,501 orle inm 1200, 427 were MNermsns, 6 e es, 41
English, 26 Canadi.us, ! . iss, =2 o2 At 7 Irish,
thus - total ¢f 025 Lpreign born or L. t¥ ¥s=rs
beifore out of « tot.l _o ticn ok 1,0%0 tnere vere 1 or wiboutb
10 . foreign born.*
By 1940 the populition ecre.sed to ov,obd, 10 (o5l Tz Lt/
or «bout 30 . in tne l.st 40 veui-. his is eviience itut © sunal
resources of tiue county col 1d not sup ort as 1 e a 0 tion in

prosperity as othervise. ‘the more ener etic and ospersis hought

their naighboxr’ lsge & ith "etter snd .ore hiier ere 7 1le
to £.1m the enlarge cre-:e beotter they comld u fig ori
Tearm with the inede e ctine>= ed the evic e ie¥t,

1Tost of the ro.ds in the county e built on e c linas
11though no 1k « In the vourher ts oz the #ou ZDehie
of meking =nd intrsinine tle ro=1s on section lines ovld be so t

thet the ro-ds h.ve lurrely followed the old trails, de be 0re Ten-

caes were erected, ieh followed The ridmes and cenyons so a8 to e

Z5, Twelfth Census of the United States, 1900, Populatiom, Washingtom,
DQ OO, p. 76-"{..




rozds with the least number of obstacles. ihe county ro.ds are

all dirt roads and for the most part graded. The only graveled
roads are the two state highways No. 23 which e tends across the
northern half the county, 'ollowing closely the 3urlington Railroad
and passing through Smithfield and lwood. This highway branches
at Elwood, one branch continues to follow the Burlington Highline
and is designated as l'o. 23N and the other branch -xtends to the
southwest and is designated No. 23S. The other state i hway pass-
es through the county in a north and south direction, pas ing
through a town, Elwood, and follo ing closely the 01ld Plum (reek-
‘rapahoe Trail. This highway i esign:-ted s 0. °1,

The early settlers broke the sod and pl.nted corn, outs, vhe:t,
alfalfa and varicus other crovs apted to rich soil with plenty
of rainfill, In years o  f.vor=ble r.in all the cross were me ger
or fuiled. Very natur.lly, these e rly set:leis msde no stugd of
the -verage rainf.ll nor 4id tiey re lize th-t ove. . tlhous nd
ye=rs before man came to plow up the pruirie that n.ture h been
suvoring up subsoil moisture and that although this .ver -~e r.inf 11
was more then the amount needed just for the ~rowing of gr ss and
there considerable moisture percclzated into the deep subsoil, yet
there was danger in growing crops re uiring moisture beyond that
which the region received. %6

It was abcut éB years ago that the concern with regard to
the agricultural future of the region developed to a degree where
individual citizens here and there throughout the area be an to

interest themselves in « very definite manner. By this time, they

46. Ceo0., Johnson, Cenffal_Nebraska Publlc Power & Irrigstlion Dis-

triet. ©Pps °-%




began to realize that the soil moisture, which for ages of time
before the white man came, accumulated was now being depleted be-
cause the average rainfall 'as not sufficient to grow the types of
crops which the fine so0il and favorable climate, but encouraged
the early settlers to plant snd thus fhere came the sispicion th t
the cuuse for the reduced crop yields might be a permenent con-
dition that was settling over the are which would be celemity
as far as future economic program of the region w.s concerned.4”

The livestock industry wss being reduced gradu 1.y and the
large number of abendoned farms, where the cost of i ovements
ranged from {4000 to | 8000, stood out ss living exsmple of = de-
eagiﬁg agriculture and a losing struggle against forces which the
individual could not control.48

It was at this time that an organizition was formed, meets
were held and finally appeal to the State and Federal Governments
were made.49

The United States Devartment of griculture named Mr. “; Lin-
goln Fellows, Senior Irrigation Bngineer at that time in charge of
the Denver, Colorado office, to muke an investigation of the dis-
trict. In meking this stwudy with recommendations, Mr. FPellows had
the cooperation of Desn . ", Ba»r and Prof. J. 7. Russel of the
University of Nebrasks College of 'griculture.

The result of this investigation was published in May, 1924,
in which Mr. FPellows stated very frankly,

Without sup limental water, the writer believes that
within a generation, the region under consider.tion will be
obliged, in a gre-t measure, to revert, first to dependence

wron summery following, thus producing on a given truct of
4&7T. Johnson, Cnipped, pP. 2-3.

48. Ibid., P. 5
49. Ibid.,p. 5.



land_only one crop in two years, and l.ter b=ck ag-in to

iﬁaigﬂgefoietggsgiiig? gg_t the production of crons will

Nothing but irrigation would save the area and at the same
there was annually hundreds of thousands of acre feet of Platte
River "Gulf Vaters" leaving the state unused and lost--water that
would turn the region from a condition of agricultural despair to
one of agricultural prosperity.5l

On Lugust 26, 1935, after over 25 years of real effort upen
the part of the people to secure irrigation, Mr. Ickes of the Pub-
lic Works .dministration announced the approval of the Tri-County
Porject.

Various plans of construction had been proposed, but not un-
til & plan had been devised wherein electrical energy nould :1lso
be developed with the same w:oter that was safterwerds to be used
for irrigation purposes, was it possible to consider f vor bly the
building of the Tri=-County Project for the reason that the cost of
construction wounld be entirely too great for irrigetion zlone. Ir-—
rigation was imper-tive to save the agriculture of the region. Light-
ing up the abundoned homes with electricity would not save them,
irrigation alone would accomplish this but irrigation was not pos-
sible unless the same ater was used for making electricity to help
pay the expense, and therefore the Tri-County Project is a combin-
ation of electricity and irrigation, and thus it is nzmed "The Cen-
tral Nebraska thlic Power and Irrigation District."52

Here is a copy of the telegram received at 12:15 P.M,., Sevt. 25,

50, Jomnson, P. 4,
B TBId L, Ps' e

52. Johnson, pPp. 3-4.



1935, stating that the President had signed the bill for the Tri-~
County Project.55

12:13 P,w. Washington, D.o
Sept. 26, 1935
17 Gov't

Moritz Aabel,
Holdrege, Nebrasks

The Presideént has just signed tri-county allotment, ten
million. It is finished and I am flying home.

G. G. Bingerup

The Tri-County was approximately = 36 million project, snd
was constructed without any bongs, mortgages or indebtedness in-
curred sgainst zny of the land that will be served. Forty-five per
cent is an outright grant upon the psrt of the Federal Government ,
the remaining fifty-five per cent will be paid back by the users of
the water and electricity over a long period of Years at a reason-~
able rate of interest.54

The Tri-County has 529 miles of water carrying canals and will
irrigate 220,000 acres of land within the Platte "'atershed.5d

Of the $36 million spent on this project more than 6 million
was allocated tb Gospef County for constructing cansls, dems, re-
servoirs and power plants.56

There are 32 reservoirs in the Tri-County System, 16 of them
being near Rustic and Elwood. The largest reservoir in Gosper
County is the Johnson (Canyon Reservoir north of Elwood. This res-
ervoir will hold 50,000 acre feet of w ter. About ile e st of

the reservoir is the Johnson Csnyon Power Plunt, No. 1. This power

B3, The Bertrand Herlaq, oeDt. 27, 1935.

54, Johnson, p. 4.

55. Johnson, p. 4.
56. CQlaude Smith, "Gosper County," liho's Who in Nebraska, 1941, p.488.




Plant has two 9,000 kilowaztt gener tors orer.ting under s gross _
head of 116 feet.
Johnson Canyon Plant No. 1 is a semiautomstic plant with super-
visory control from Johnson Canyon Pl=nt No. 2.
Avpproximately 5 miles further east down the Supply Canal from
Johmson Canyon Power Plent No. 1 is located Johnson Csnyon Plsnt
No. 2, which has one 18,000 kilowatt generator, operating under a
gross head of 146 feet. This vpower house is designed so that st a
future date one additional 18,000 kilowatt generator may be added.
Included@ in the Johnson Power Plsnt No. 2 are the suvervisory con-
trol panels for the oper:tion of Johnson C:nyon Power Pl-nt No. 1.
The total amnual power production of the Tri-County District
is 233 million kilowatt hours.
The first vwster to reach the Johnson Reservoir c-me esrly in
Msarch, 1941, and the first w-ter in the c=nsl known =s E. 65 re:ched

Smithfield 2vpril 1, 1941.



Chavter VIII
CONCLUSION

The history of Gosver County has been similar to that of most
of the counties of southwest Nebraska. In the '50s' andg '60s’
thousands of adventurouns travelers passed through a corner of the
county on their way further west to seek fortunes.

In the '70s' and '80s!' hardy pioneers begsn to settle along
the creeks in both the northern snd southern parts of the county.

The level tableland was settled last due to the lack of wood »nd
water. During the early years of the settlement only rsther feeble
attempts were made to carry on agriculture. Livestock re=ising w s
the rreatest source of income and has continued to be =n important
factor of the peoples' income.

The veriod up to 1890 was largely the period of settlement of
the county. It was in these years that the most of the people came
into the county and either bought or homesteaded their land. From
1890 to 1920 was a period of development. It wes in this period _
that Llwood snd Smithfield made their greatest growth, that the fine
farm buildings were mostly built, thoroughbred horses began to be
used, and good herds of pure-cred cattle and hogs raised. The Der-
iod from 1920 to the present (1941) has been a period of retardation.
During most of this period the majority of the peopls have experienced
difficulty in making a decent living due to the poor prices of farm
products and the drouth of the '30s'. In this period =bout 25, of
the people moved awsy and those that remsined were usuélly not only
un-.ble to make extensive improvement but to keep their homes from de-

terating.



The most important single event in the county's history svpe=rs
to be the building of the Tri-County vproject. This Public Power ~nd
Irrigation System promises to benefit the county emormously. The
rural electric lines promise to meke f=arm life essier =smnd to bring
comforts and luxeries into farm homes thst were denied these vpriv-
eleges under the o0ld system of priv.te development. The use of the
Platte River for water for irrigation promises to m:ske the region
to be benefited the garden spot of Nebraska. It should increase the
populution and make that population more prosperous than it could
ever expect without the blessings of the Platte's water. But, unless
resources, as yet undiscovered, are able to change the economic con-
ditions of the county, the county, with the exception of those areas

can be irrigated, can never support a large population and that pop-

ulation must be supported by a diversified agriculture.







Primary Sources.
A. Newspapers.

Beatrice Express, November 19, 1874; November 26, 1874;
May 6, 1875; Lay 6, 1895,
This paper had news concerning the different military
posts and districts and the economic conditions in the
region.
sertrand Herald, september 6, 1935 ( Anniversary Edition);
November 22, 1935.
Bertrand is licated near the edge of Gosper County and
the Bertrand Herald contains much news dealing with
Gosper County “due to thefact that a large number of its
subscribers live. in Gospe; County.
Elwood Bulletin, December 10, 1896; November 1, 1900;
September 3, 1908; September 10, 1908;
October 22, 1908; February 24, 1910;
August 4, 1910; October 13, 1910;

November 3, 1910; November 31, 1910;

September 12, 1935 (Anniversary Edition).

——— e e e S e

¥t is the only paper published in the county since
the Smithfield Enterprise stopped publication.

olbrook Observer, Semtember 6, 1935.
Holbrook is located near the southern border of the
county and receives much of its trade from the southern
part of Gosper County, conseguently it publishes the
news events in the southern part of the county.



Linecoln Evening News, March 24, 1910.

This paper carried news of the state.

Lincoln State Journal, February 26, 1895; April 14, 1895;
| December 1, 1895; January 17, 1896;
Bebruary 27, 1896; June 9, 1897;
July 17, 1898; October 25, 1916.
The Lincoln State Journal devotes much of its space

to state news and especially news concerning the legis-
lature and other branches of the government.

Omaha Bee, June 26, 1893.

It was one of the most important newspapers in the
state at one time. Llater it purchased the Omaha Daily
News and became the Bee-News, later it was purchased
by the Omaha World Herald.

Overton Herald,. April 23, 1929.
Overton is located near the northeast corner of Gosper

County. For this reason the Overton Herald carries news
of that section of Gosper County.

fublic Mirror (Arapahoe, Nebraska), December 25, 1913.

Arapahoe next to Elwood and Le ington receives more
Gosper County trade than any other towns. For this
reason, the Public Mirror devotes nearly half of its
news to Gosper County events.




January 5, 1910; October 13, 1910;
December 5, 1910; March 9, 1911;
/genaialt (5 JUehlIl g BGeras il teley N shlaia
January 30, 1913; February 20, 1913.

The Smithfield Enterprise gave most of the county news.



B. Federal, State and County Documents.

Brown, Guy A. General Statutes of Nebraska, 1873, khincoln,
Nebraska, State Journal Printing Company, 1873.

This contains a list of the Nebraska laws enacted at
that time.

Calihan. County Superintendent. Reports to State Superinten-

dent of fublic Instruction, County Report File

, Lincoln,

hNebraska, 1888.

These are the annual reports of the Gosper County
Superintendent to the State Superintendent.

Gosper County Commissioners Records. Volumes 1 and 2

Elwood, Nebraska, (1873 - 1889).

These records were kept in private homes which accounts
for their not being burned in the Court House Fire.
They are arranged chronologiecally.

Gosper County Clerk, R. G. Gordon, Records, Daviesville,

Nebraska, November 26, 1873,

These records were in private homes and also eszcaped
the Court House Fire.

lMioran, W. J. Soil Survey of Gosper County, MNebraska,

Unites States Department of Agriculture, Series 1934,
No. 8, Washington, D. C., Government Printing Press.

This is a very accurate and complete survey of the
county.



liebraska Legislative Council. Nebraska Blue Book. Lincoln,

Nebraska, 1940.

Contains information about Nebraska, economically and
politically.

|ebraska Governors Papers. "Government, County", Box No. 35,

(1867 - 1913), Vault 22-A, State Capitol Building,

Lincoln, Nebraska.

This is a record of the governors transactions.

eport of William Sublette”. ashington, United States

Congress, 2lst., Congress, 2nd., Session, Senate Executive
Documents. W shington, L. C.

This is the official report of William Sublette on
his travels and the conditions in this region.

ession laws of Nebraska. 1867 - , ®h., 36, Sec., 1.
This is a list of all the laws passed by the Nebraska
Legislature.

ession Laws of Nebraska Legislature, 1875, S3ec., 20

This is a list of the laws passed in the year NET 5

slate Superintendent of rublic Instruction, Mebraska School

Report, (1887 - 1888j, Lincoln, Nebraska.

This report gives complete information about the schools
in all the counties.



Taylor, Charles W. Biennial Report of the State Superinten-

dent of Public Instruction, (1867 - 1939), Lincoln,

liebraska, vol., 35.

This contains information about Nebraska schools for
the years 1937 and 1938.

United States Bureau of the Census. Twelfth Census of the

nited States, 1900, Fopulation I, Agriculture, VII,

part 1, Washington, D. C., i:overnment Printing Press.
1902.

This is the census of 19CGuU.

United States Bureau of the Census. Thirteenth Census of the

United States, 1910, Population I, Agriculture V, part 1,

ashington, D. C., Government Printing rress. vol., 1.
1913.

This is the census of 1910.

nited States Bureau of the Census. Fourteenth Census of the

United states, 1920, ropulation I, part 1, Agriculture,

V, part 1, washington, 0. C., Government Printing Press,
WOl e, Al A2k,

This is the census of 1920.



United States Bureau of the Census. Fifteenth Census of the

United States, 1930, ropulation 111, part 2, Agriculture,

e e e e e e e

111, washington, v. C., Government Printing lress, 1932.

This is the census of 1930.

United States Land Office Records, (1854 - 1933), ilebrasta

State Historical Society, iincoln, }ebraska.

these records 4 got the information concernin
early homesteads in Gosier County.




Secondary Sources

\ndreas, A. T. History of Nebraska. Chicago,.Ill., A.

T. Andreas, 1882.

Andreas is one of the first histories of Gosper County.

Bancroft, William A. "Plum Creek, now Lexington" in

Nebraska Pioneer Reminiscences,

ed., Lula Correll,

Cevar Rapids, Iowa, Torch Fress, 1916.

This is a very interesting book in which early set-
tlers tell of their experiences.

Condra, George Evert. Geography of Nebraska. Lincoln,

Nebraska, University Publishing Co., 1923.

This 1is a very popular and interesting text book and
is used extensively in the public schools.

Jick, Evert. The Sod-House Frontier.

New York, Appleton -
Century Co., 1937.

This book covers the eastern parts of South Dakota,

Nebraska and nansas more thoroughly than the western
seetion.

fnecyclopaedia of Nebraska Newspapers. #incoln, Nebraska,

Nebraska State Historical Society,

This Encyclopaedia is a record of Nebraska Newspapers
and is not as complete as it might be,
added to constantly.

it is being



'ederal Writers Project. The Uregon Trail, New York,

Hastings House, 1939.
This is a very complete and interesting book on the
Oregon Trail.

‘reeman, Mrs. Daniel. "Recollections of the First Settlers

in Dawson County". In Nebraska Pioneer Reminiscences,

ed., Lola Correll, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, Torch Press,
1916.

These recollections are very interesting.

History of Nebraska, Its Aavantages and Drawbacks. London,

ingland, Greswick Press, Tooks Court, Chancery Lane,
L8751,

This is the first history about the region in which
Gosper County is located.

Johnson, Hdward. History of Nebraska. Omaha, Gilson Co.,

1880,

’
These early histories are more like geographies and
are very interesting in comparison with present his-
tories and geographies.

Johnson, George. The Central Nebraska Public Power and

Irrigation District, Bulletin 311. Hastings, Nebra-

ska, Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation Dis-
Trict, 1940,
The small bulletin contains many interesting and use-

ful information and some propaganda and the reader
must be careful in reading it.



Museey, bavid. History of Our Country. Chicago, Illinois,

Ginn & Co., 1937.

A very common and readable text book.

Parks, Mike. "Nebraska in the Making." Omaha World Herald,

Omaha, Nebraska. 1938.

Mr. Marks also has a book by the same title. There are
some good pictures and drawings of early Nebraska.

Rollins, Philip Ashton. The Discovery of the Oregon Trail,

Robert Stuart's Naryatives. New York, Charles Scribner's

Sons, 1935.
This book contains much valuable information concerning

the early trails and the conditions and habits of the
people of the frontier and beyond at that time.

Sheldon, A. E. History of Nebraska, Liicoln, Nebraska,

University Publishing Co., 1¢23.

This is an excellent history of Nebraska. There are
three volumes.

Sheldony, A. E. Nebraska, 0ld and New, Lincoln, Nebraska,

University FPublishing Co., 1937.

This is a brief history of Nebraska. It has many stories.

Smith, Burnham, The Making of Qur Country, Chicago, The

John C. Winston €o., 1930.

It is a general history of our country.



Thwaites, Reubon Gold, BEarly Western Travels, Cleveland,

Ohio, The Arthur Clark Co., 1905 - 1912, vol., XIV.

Has stories of travel and adventure in the region west
of the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers.

ebb, Walter F. The Great Plains, Chicago, Ginn « Co.,

1931.
This is a history of the Great Plains from an unique
point of view. It is an interesting book and reads

more like a novel.

Who's Who in Nebraska, Lincoln, Nebraska, Nebraska Press

Association, 1940,

The Nebraska Press Association publishes lists of
important people and what they have accomplished.
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