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box car. The home is filthy and the children suffer 

much ill health. Mr. L. is ruptured and claims that 

his nerves are baa. Mrs. L. is ruptured, hard of 

hearing, and has infect ed tonsils and a denoids. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. L. have completed only a sixth-

grade education. They attended the Church of God 

several years ago but have been to no services in 

recent years. 

The L's have the bad habit of always pr etending 

they are ill. If a case worker ha ppens to call they 

run and jump into bed and feign sickness. 

Mr. L. can do farm work, road or bridge work, 

truck driving, or any kind of common la bor. He and 

Mrs. L. were raised on fa r ms,. Mr. L. is one of f j..f-

teen children and most of his r elatives are on relief 

in some part of the United States. 

Property 

Most of the clients have never owned any pro-

perty and many of those who have owned it do not 

know its value. They cannot give even approximate 

estimates on the amounts of their debts nor do they 

know -the value of maintaining the privilege of recei v-



ing credit. Their credit expired before they 

went on relief'. '£hose owning homes have such heavy 

mortgages that residence is merely a matter of length 

of tenure before being asked to move. 

Doctor's bills constitute the largest item of 

debts. Confinement cases are most often given as 

the major health expense and debt. Results show 

that sixty-six per cent of the clients studied have 

never owned any real estate and have always rented. 

Twenty-three per cent own some kind of mortgaged 

property. Ten per cent owned property which was 
I 

mortgaged and have now lost the property. Less than 

one per cent own property which is clear of any mort-

gage. 

A~ ALYSIS OF M.EN 

Nat io-11.ali ty 

Sixty-five per cent of the men are Americans. 

Twenty-one per cent are negroes of African descent. 

Eleven per cent are German-Russian. Two per cent 
9 

are French and one per cent are Polish. It is 

9. -Nationality, ] igure III, Appendix, page 128. 



found that six of the men were foreign-born and one 
10 

man was born in slavery. 

Occupations 

As has already been stated, farming is the 

leading occupation of Graham county. Since it must 

be conceded that drouth and depression are the causes 

of much relief it is rea sonable to expect the farmers 

to be the first to need aid. Seventy-four per cent 

were listed as farmers and sixteen per cent as common 
I 

l aborers. Less than two per cent were ministers and 

one case each of the following occupations was listed: 

blacksmith, well-driller, porter, saloon operator, 

teacher, railroad worker, mechanic, and a mail carrier. 

The mail carrier worked on a star route for which ser-
11 

vice one does not receive a pension. 

Work Record 

There were no men in some of the families but of 

io. Foreign and Slavery-Born Persons, Figure V , Appen-
dix, page 130. 

11. Occupations, Figure VI, Appendix, page 131. 



those men clients recorded fifty-five per cent were 

reported as good workers. Thirty-one per cent were 

classed as poor workers and seven per cent as fair 

workers. Less than one per cent would not work and 
12 

one man was too old to work. 

The foregoing paragraph indicated that a large 

percentage of the men are on relief not because they 

are poor workers but because their own occupation 

has failed to produce a means of livelihood. Case 
13 

No. 173 is an instance of such circumstances. 

Mr. G. owns 160 acres of land which is mortgaged. 

He has a car, farm tools, cattle, and a moderately 

well-furnished house. He built his house after a 

year of good crops and has been unable to pay for 

it during the crop f~ilure years. Mr. G. has done 

no work except farming and seems to be interested 

and capable in this occupation. He is pleasant 

and willing to coopera t e with the welfare office 

but is slowly losing all his belongings on account 

of his inability to make payments on them. Mrs . G. 

and the two children have good health and ¥r. G's 

12. Work Record, Figure VII, Appendix, page 132. 
13. case History, Appendix, page 95. 



only health problem is his teeth. 

World Owes Them A Living 

We must not overlook that thirty-one per cent 

who do not exert themselves to earn what aid they 

do receive. They think the "world owes them a l i v-
14 15 16 l ? 

ing." Cases Nos. 1008 1009 , 1033 , and 132 

are good examples of such an attitude. In t he first 

given case Mr. M. is a twice-married man who raves 

prpfanely at his family. He tries to be sick so 

he will not have to work; although he is constantl y 

seeking a doctor's examination no ailment has yet 

. been found. 

Mr. M. ran away \from home when he wa s seventeen 

years of age and in the fifth grade. He married h i s 

first wife when he was seventeen years old and he 

lived with her only fourteen months. He married his 

present wife some four years later and they have t wo 

children, ages fifteen and six years. The oldest 

14. 
-, 15. 

16. 
l?. 

Case History, Appendix , page 9?. 
Ibid., Appendix, page 99. 
Ibid., Appendix, page 101. 
Ibid., Appendix, page 103. 



boy was before a Juvenile court at the age of six 

years, and in 1934 he was sentenced to a reform 

school for throwing rocks, breaking windows, and 

general bad conduct. He was paroled. 

The youngest son of Mrs . M. was still nursing 

at the age of two years, and had not learned the 

proper habits of bladder control at the age of three 

years. 

Mr. M. says that his children have no more 

~ight to an education than he has; so he does not 

seµd them to school. ttit is the duty of the county 

to keep us," says Mr. M. 

In Case 1009, Mr. H. is a man who is inclined 

. to criticize his wife, his fr ends, and those who 

help him. He and hiS\_wife live in a one-room house, 

meagerly furnished. Mrs. H. talks of nothing but 

present conditions---the future can take care of 

itself! Her home is dirty and flies find a realm 

of contentment there. 

When asked about debts, Mr . and Mrs. H. said 

that they owed forty dollars for the expenses of 

their first child. They did not know the amount 



owed for the birth of their second child but just 

supposed that the county had paid for it. 

A letter which the man of Case No. 1033 wrote 

to the State Board of Social Welfare Of Kansas is 

quite explanatory of the case. Mr. G. has always 

lived on his father's land and has permitted his 

father to practically keep him and his family of 

three members. Here is the letter: 

Dear sirs: 

Some time ago I was rejected from the W. P.A. 
I 

on account of disability. Being unable to find 

employment elsewhere I applied to Mrs. H. at the 

welfare office for some assistance and so far have 

been unable to get any satis faction. I will gi v e 

you my record as brief as possible. I was born and 

always lived in and around Hill City. I am 47 years 

old, have a wife and two children, farmed until the 

last few years. Worked on W. P.A. l ast two years. 

For several years I have been unaple to do a hard 

day's work. My most painful aiments are varicose 

veins in the textiles. I have stiff knees from an 

old case of rheurQatism which makes it hard for me 

to"walk. I have one heel that has hurt continually 



for six or seven years from running a nail in it. 

I have broken arches I suppose due to overweight. 

I have a tumor on my left arm, I have inside rup-

ture caused from heavy lifting but I am still able t o 

get around and do light work but I can't stay on my 

feet all day. Do you think I am entitled to some 

assistance? I am a respectable citizen and my word 

is undisputed. · Signed by Mr. G. 

Case No~ 132 is that of Mr. and Mrs. B. Her 

parents came from Russia. Mrs. B. completed an 

eighth-grade education and Mr . B. left school a t 
I 

the age of sixteen while he was in the sixth gr ade . 

Mr. B. lived with his fa t her until a few years 

ago but he does not want to do hi s own farming . I t 

is much easier to sponge off his elders. The wel f a re 

workers asked Mr. B's ~ather to help but the father 

said he would not help his son unless the son worked 

for him on his farm. The elder man also said that he 

would help his son if it were not for relief, but 

since the government was helping others it coul d take 

care of his son, too. He seemed to think that he was 

spiting his neighbors by obtaining relief for his son 

and family. 



Marital Status 

Seventy-nine per cent of the men were reported 

as being in good standing, and only three per cent 

were listed as poor husbands. There were two cases 

of divorce and five cases of husband and wife being 

separated. Seven of the men had been married twice 

and two had been married three times. Four cases 

were listed as immoral marriages on account of the 

circumstances of the marriage and the attitude of 
18 

t4e men toward their wives. One man was a bachelor. 
19 

Case No. 1021 is the relation of a man who 

comes home and stays only until his wife is well 

along in pregnancy; then he eaves until she is 

through her confinem~nt. 
20 "' 

Case No. 1032 was reported as an example of 

an unmarried mother and this fact probably accounts 

for his attitude toward the pppos1. te sex. He was 

in a CCC camp and reported that the boys did not 

always stay in camp . He married a girl just two 

months before she gave birth to a baby. Vfuen the 

18. Marital Status, Figure VIII, Appendix, page 133. 
19. Case History, Appendix, page 105. 
20. Ibid., Appendix, page 106. 



case worker questioned Mr. G. about the delay in 

marria ge he said that the girl had not told him 

about her condition until she was several mont hs 

pregnant. He said that he had been quite i ntimate 

in his relationship with the girl and did not doub t 

that the child was his. Mr. G. just shrugged hi s 

shoulders and nonchalantly stated that he had gone 

with the girl for fiv e years and it was onl y na tural 

that nature should take its course. 

Mr. and Mrs. G. a re negroes. Their fir st baby 

died four days after birth . Mrs. G. is pregnant 

again. 
21 

Case No. 118 

married three times. 

is that of a negro who has been 

Mr. M. went to school only 

two days in his entir e life. His father hired him 

out and then collected the boy's wages. Mr. M. wa s 

first married in 1882. His wife li ved t hree yea rs 

after the marriage, and he had no children by his 

first marriage. His second marria ge took place i n 

1888. This wife was a widow with one son. She 

lived ten years, and there were no children by this 

union. Then in 1911 he took his third wife and they 

21. Case History, Appendix, page 108. 


