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CHAPTER 1
LIVING CONDITIONS IN TERRITORIAL KAN§ﬁf

Who were the people making up Kanses Territory, or simply HIKR. "y
as correspondence was addressed from everyvhere? Coming to Kensas from
New England end the Middle Atlantic®states through the agency of the
Emigrent Aid Compaﬁy, from the Niddle =znd Western states, from the
Southern stetes, snd from foreign countries, they hed a variety of folk
lore and pioneer technigue they could put to work, It seems that they
would conmstitute am extremely cheotic society when viewed irom this
standpoint; yet, th%y*yere all sired by progressive peoples, and, if we
consider them from the viewpoint of culture and socisl menifestetions

we find the factors to comtribute to their cosmopolitanism instead.
1

According to Andrew He Leeder's census, =as provided for' by the

Organie Act of May 30, 1854, empowering the territorial governors TO ap-=

s

point census. enumerators, there were 8,601 persous living in Kensas of

=]

o

whom 408.Were foreigners, 151 free negroes, and 192 slaves in 1855 when
it was msde. The populstion in 1854 is not known to reé;éfch at this
writing. Think of it! A population for the entire state scarcely e-
quivalent to spersely settled Decatur County in noithwestern Kensas in
1930! Or indeed, hardly es many as living in Junction City along in
1935, Yet, in the seven territorial yeérs, Ksnsas increzsed im popu-
lation to 107,206,2 which is equivalent to the population of Wichita,

;|

Kensas in 1935.

1. Kensas Stote Historical Society Col}é@tions, Vol. 35 De24T,
and Council Journel of Kensas Territory, 1855, plT7. .
9, ‘Martin, George W. The Firsh Two Years of Kensas, Topeka. 1907,

i



To care for this neavy influx of people, construction of dwell-
ings,rpﬁblic buildings, chﬁrches, and hotels begen with the eerlier
errivels., In the East glowing tales of possibilities in Kansas vere
given, W%iitipr wrote his famous SONG OF THE KANSAS ENIGRANTZ Edrace
Greeley set forth glittering edltorlgis in the NEW YORK TRIBUNE; Wil-
liem Cullen Bryent, ardent sbolitionist, wrote ﬂ&pnotic articles for
the NEW YORK EVENING POST; the ALBANY TRIBUNE snd THE NEW YORK TINED
a1l furnished romantic delinestions of the parodiee out in Kansas.
These tremendously stirred emigration, and emong the first investments

el L 3
to be made by privete’%%tizens’and the Emigrant Aid Company Were in

hotels. In the' summer of 1854 the old Gillis House loceted in Kenses

City was bought in behalf of the Emigrant Aid Company by Dr. Charles

4:

=3 S
Robinson, afterwards governor of Kanszas. Later, S.W. Eldridge, well-
known hotel man, bought if ;rOﬂ the co orpany « In the mesntime it had

gh

ibeen onerﬂted by 1euoeé5/under the neme of "The Americen Hotel", . Eld-
ridge did not meet his payments, =and the business was returned to the
Company .«

At Lawre%ce in the summer of 1854 = lodging-house wes built of
poles and ha ;5 The ends of this building were covered with cotton
cloth, @hen autumn came, the hay wes covered with sod end windows in-
troduced 1nto the ends. In comnection with this hotel e city dining

room was arrenged of hay and poles vhere more than a hundred persons

eat 2t tables daily to board at $2,50 a week. The beds in this hotel

3, MNinutes of trustees =nd Txecutive Committes, Emigrent Aid
Compeny .

da v abady N ‘

5, Letter to Boston Evening Paragraph, December, 1854,



were made of prairie hey, s few quilts and blenkets being furnished
travelers who hed come there ignorant of equipment needed after their
arrivel. Eldridge was next interested in building a hotel in Lawrence
to supplant the huts. But he was unsble to finance it. The Emigrent
Aid Compeny subsidized the free State Hotel which was begun in the sum=
mer of 1855 end completed the following springe. Just as it was to be

dediceted the "posse" of Sheriff Jones aopeared on the scene and burn-

ed it to the ground., Eldridge bought the site in 1857 for $5,000. The
Free State had cost about $80,000, lioney could not be raised to re-
build it.

Hotels were built st all of the principel points very soon. They
were often scenes of gay sttractions, the gethering places for 211 sorts
of social discourses, end the meeting grounds for exchange of news from
"home" as well es important centers for recruiting political and moby in—
terest in different questions. Sometimes separate hotels mere\@@gcted
for northern and southern emigrents.

Tt is not difficult to imagine the re-actions of a modern guest
accustomed to his‘table d'hote or a le carte were he presented with one
of their menus! Boiled mezts, if ayeilable, coarsely ground corn bread,
often called "johnny-cake" by them, dried fruits occesionally, and hom-

6 \
iny. gometimes the foods were sens t=ble szlt because it was unob-
tainable.

Reiigious cervices were held in the first hotels erected. liost of
these people were interested in religious instruction and worship. The

hotels afforded the first accomodations for these services in meny in-

6. Kenses Remembrances, Vol. 4. Clippinge



i
stences.

" The home was the center of everything. Culture, education, socilel
gatherings, hospitilizetion, manufecturing of domestic goods, these all
snd meny more important functions were cerried om in the home. Domi-
cile was attempted at first in tentsfbut the severe cold and high winds
rendered them more impracticsble in Kensas than were they in thelr home-
lands. Shelters were often hnprovise& of hay end poles until a warmer
one could be built.

Crude lumber wes brought up the river by steamer, selling readily

8
at one hundred dollars a thousend board feet. Sewmills were located
in verious places where builders could haul their logs and have them mil;
led for half of the lumber. In some mills the logs were merely ripped ‘
into halves, these serving for the sidewalls of the houses, In others
they were sswed into slgbs. If the services of a2 sawmill were not a-
vailable, one face of-the logs was riven off with an axe, end the build-
ing constructed of logs. Often the mills were ten miles away. The logs
were heuled this long distance by oxen., It then took two days to make
the trip one wey. Nany times only the roof was made of milled lumber,
the sidewalls being constructed of logs, because he boards were too
scarce end expensive.

Man& people lived in "dug outs". This wes the quickest and the
simplest form of aboée Which could be built. Wext to it 'was the sod
house so well known to pioneers all over the plaing in territorial days
and‘for many decedes since. Laborers usually received a dollar a day

for their work.

Be abid.
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Unless the roofs were made Very sleep the clapboards would leak.
Construction sgainst rain was menaged successfully, but keeping snow
out was enother question. Tine, dry snow would drift in through cracks
no metter how carefully the lumber wes laid. "It was no uncommon

. 9
thing", says lliss E. Gole "to wake up on 2 winter morning and find our
beds covered with a white sheet of snmow". liiss Cole states that the
cebin in which she was resred was floored with "puncheons", a form of
plank split out of logs with sxes =nd wedges and smoothed on one side
by means of a broad axe., These cabinsg, on the whole, were quite com-
fortable except in winter. The winters of 1855 snd 1856 were excep-
tionally severe, bringing much herdship upon the settlers.lo During
these seagsons it often snowed three days 2t a time, sometimes so in-
tensely that one could not see to travel. Some of the cepins were
completely snowed under.

One-legged beds with moderns seem incongeivable. But common con=
struction then provided for an opening in the floor to receive the one
leg, located about six or seven feet from the corner. Holes were made
in-the logs corresponding to the height of the post. Attached to the
post were poles rumning each vay, opd mortised into the holes in the

11
walls. Slats riven from the green timber vere laid from these sup-
ports, with a tick of hay placed on them.

At the Baptist mission near Paols, Kensas, was used 2 rolling pin

fashioned from s large esr of corn, the outer edges of the corn being

9, Kensas State Historical Collections, Vol. 11, D. 354.
10. Burlington Enterprise Chronicle, Nov. 16, 1922.
11, Kansas Reminiscences, Vol. 3. Clippings. Pages unnumbered,



emoothed so thet it wes quite round. At the same plece it is recalled
é
thet mouse traps vere non-existent and thet mice were becoming unbear=
ably numerous. No poison or other provision was available for exter-
minetion of the rodents. An ingenious housewife discovered that by
mesns of a plate propped up with a thimble with bait erranged so thet
the weighted plate placed up-side-down would £211 when the mouse pulled
at the bait, mede & trap which really brought results. This plan saved

12
s trip of forty-five miles to procure mouse traps =t exhorbitant prices.

Then a light weas needed the pioneers ordinarily used casndles. These
were made by dipping a string into melted fat. The string was guspend-
ed from = stick. Vhen the tallow had set, the string was agein dipped
into the fat and returned to %he stick. This operation was repezted
enough times to enlarge +ne candle to the correct sige.

lirs. J.M. lMeade writing in the Topeka Daily Capitol for June 3,
1910, states that she believes that her log home in Topeka wes the first
houee in Kensas to have a papered perlor. She states that her father
bought some heavy cotton drill celled "Osenburg" which he tacked on the
cide walls and ceiling. Then her mother madglpgste of flour-snd-weter
and pasted the paper on the wall. She states thet it was white with
large red roses and lesves on it. FPeople came from everywhere to see

. 13

the first papered home in Kansas.

lrietches were unknown to +them, Fires were started by means of

£1lint and steel. Since it was so difficult to start these fires, bark

logs =s much as four or five feet long were placed in the fire place

il

12, Kensss City Ster, November 11, 1911. Interview with a ploneer.
13. Topeka Capitol, June 21910,



to hold the fire. Neighbors borrowed fire by tramsplenting live coals.
Clothing Among the Iioneers

cenerally there were few stores for there was little to gell, and
much of the time nothing to buy goods with, even if they were avail-
able. It was therefore incumbent upon the femily to provide its own
fabrics for clothing. Veny of them kept 2 sheep or two on the premises
to sheer for the needed wool. This was difficult because wolves glinked
to the sheep and carried them awey almost invariably unless protection

14
was provided. Cotton was resised on meny nomesteads. There were gins
of the small hend-turning veriety scattered smong them. From the gin
cotton, like the wool, was carded.  The spinning was altogether done
on the old time spinning wheel. The clothing wes heavy, but it iser=
ved very well ageinst tae Qard winters. Celico was ‘#lmost the univer-
gal dress goods, if the meterial wesg purchased. Tt sold at forty and
16
£ifty cents a yerd. . This is sbout five or mix times ag much as the
lower priced prints of modern times cost, and these latter =zre gen-
erally conceded to be hetter goods. There were 1o sewing machines.
All germents were seweé by hand. Needles mete<cOafse and high priced.
Thresd wes rarely available, most of it being spun at home,
Food and Pioneer Cookery

First of all, in locefing the gite for a home, wes the weter

supply. Tells were dug snd walled up vith s tones and clay. But the.,

general source for the first—comers wag that of a "live spring".

14. Letter of Mre. Wood to her daughter, Kenses Remembrsnees,
Vol &

ibid.

Valentine, MNrs. D.M. Journel of Americen History, New Haven.




There the thirsty passers-by and neighborhoods of settlers drank their
M g el : b 17
£111 of the brimming fluid, and filled their barrels.

The ordinery diet in the homes for winter usuelly consisted of a
preponderance of corn products. There was corn bread, parched corun,
hominy, corn-meal mush and milk, with perhaps some vegetable which could

' ; " g IR
be kept through the wigter months such as potatoes or turnips. Milk
consisted of en important peart of their food. If prayers were ever of~
fered in petitiom for food, they well might have been that "01l4 Pet",
say the prize milker of the herd shall not go dry umtil spring. “Buck-
wheat was raised by some, And then there were beef and pork. Hogs
did well on corn end acorns which grew in sbundence in esstern Kensas.
Sorghum was mede from cane in most of the communities, the juice being

pressed by crude cene presses, and distilled to draw off the dregs pre-
paratory for the "lasses barrel". There was little sugar to be had.

Corn was ground at the mill. Some of these mills were run by
boilers teken from steam boats by the Emigrent Aid Compeny, and some

4 20 : : ‘
of them by water power, upbsolum Hoover," says W.li. Dennison writ-
. . . . 21 = s
. ing in the Burlingeme Enterprise, tmede e set of mill stones out of
hard limestone end =s soon a&s corn became herd this mill wes run almost
constently by hand by the people in the surrounding country." The En-
igrant Aig Company, according to Professor gamuel A. Johnson of Kensas
#
T T’ Rewe 9a¥. His letter, January 4, 1855,
18. Root, George A. Kensas State Historical Society Collections,
Vela 17 '
190 “Thidie H
90. Richardson, H.A. Milling in Kenses, Chap.l, University of
Kensas, 1928.

9] . Dennison, W.W. Address published in Burlingame Chronicle,
*Tovember 16, 192%.




few good things left in my lunch besket end I remember thet I mede hot
ginger bread. One couldn't go to market in those deys; MNr. Gates rode
out along tﬁe Californis trail end found a man who had a herd of cattle.
One of the steers was lsme znd he was glad to sell it., Then we had ma-
* v

terisl for a roast and mince pies. Among the guests present at this
dinner were Dr. Chsrles Hobinson, afterverds the first governor of Ken-
gas, and Vr, and lrs. S.Y. Lun of the Congregetional lidssionery there.

When J. Sevege end his family arrived at Westport from the East,
their food commissar consisted of a sack of flour, & ham, dried applegs
a box of yeast powder, @ frying pemn, Dutch oven, mixing pan, spoon, tin

G o4
cups, bucket, s=lt, pepper, kettle, coffee, and some suUgar.

For lye and soap & hopper wes improvised into which the sccumula-
tion of ashes for many months was deposited, A smell hole was made in
the bottoé of the hopper end then water was poured over the ashes. The
water driﬁping at the bottom was cleimed to0 be very good>grfle of lye-
weter. Thie was combined with grease and boiled. The result wes soap;

Tor come resders it would seem that pioneer life as they knew it
in the fifties would be herd to bear. Coﬁpzred with living standards
of todey it wes. Compered with stendsrds as these people had known
them before coming West it vas probsbly hard for them too. Yet, the
glorious spirit of adventure and the urge to be,at liberty, untrammel=
ed by the crystallization of tradition and the 1ock;step qf formal com-

munity 1life, amounted to appealing treats 1o meny. "We were young

and full of hope," writes one pioneer woman 'in reminiscing, "and it is

24, Sevage, J. "Recoliections of 1854, number 3." Kensas
gtate Higtorical Society.
95, Kansas Reminiscences, Vel. 3. 2bidg
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a misteke to suppose that we are entitled to eny sympathy becauge of
our supposed herdships. Tt wes like a party eternzlly camping outs
We enjoyed it all." ’

In good years commodities were inexpensive, even Very cheap. In
lean years like the dread fomine of '60 they could hardly be bought at
eny price. In the good year of 1859 butter sold at five cents a pound,
eggs five cents a dozen, and chickens brought $1.50 = dozen, frying
gize. My husbend took a double wegon box load of corn to Topekes and
cold it for enough to buy one gack of Flourg....s.We burned corn be-

) : 26
cause coal was so high," seys lrs. Tiood .
For starch, wheat or bran was sosked in tubs for several days.
Tt was then strzined through clesn straw snd returned to & tub to set-
tle. As soon as the water was clear it wes poured off end the white

27 1

mess placed in the sun to dry and bleach. Lerge gourds were reised
: 2

hung

to store lard, soap, seeds and sugar in, after which they were
up in the céller or shed for winter.

The swinging crene, Dutch oven, and skillet were to be found in
nearly every household as implements for cookery. A big percentage of
the cooking wag done over the fire place.

Salt was rare and very hard to get. luch of the time food was
esten without salt. Pepper m;s in heévy demand, probzbly to =add taste
to otherwise rethér insipid foods usedson the frontier, especially due

40 the 2bsence of' the markets vhere more pelateble foods might be ob-

toined. Selt wes frequently obteined by boiling the water from the

26. ' Konsoe Reminiscences, Vol. 4, on Wood femily. ibid.
27, ibwq A L
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galt lickses The soil znd other Impurities were ‘allowed to settle to
o . . . .
+he bottom of the barrel, but the salt would remain in suspension 1
the water longer phen the other minerals. Then the cleer water was
boiled to eveperste the wlter, more water sdded, and the boiling pro-
cess conmtinued, until & fair portion o# salt'was Teft in the bottom of
28

the receptacle. 4

Bread bowls, "troughs" they were facetiously called, were scooped

29

out of eolid bloecks affwood with a tool they czlled a gouge.
Biscuits were occasionslly made when ovens vere in uge or absent,

by rolling the dough in ashes and beking in the fireplace. The ashes

were then trimmed off,! the Tesult’ being called “ash cake".
As has been before related, corn wes sometimes used for fuel, es-

pecially when it sold for eight cents a bushel as it did in 1859, but
30
not when it'sold for two coIlqre a bushel following the drought of 1860:

Tn 1861 we are told they received corn for nothing, but it was
cherdty corn‘to relieve the drought sufferers remaining efter the ter-
rible winter oﬁ'1860-1. Had it ngt bYeen for the lack of market for
corn in 1859 which sccounted fomr quite an secumuletion of surplas corn,

legions of theh mould heve llterfllr gtzrved to death.

" o .
Coffee wag almost an'ﬁnobtvlnzhle luxury. But they solved the prob-
- .« ",
lem anyhow. Sweet potatoes $ere dried in the sun, green okra shelled
and dried, and vwhest browned in the iron skillet over & fire. Thg;e all
- i )
were ‘ground together forming a coneoction which served very well for

coffee. And they did mot have any trouble thereby thro&gh caffeine

“ #

28 1b1d. ¥

29, 'fb!ﬁ i

20, .Greene, Albert ﬂ%blson in sddress Way 18, 1907, old settlers’
‘pienic.



keeping them fawakel
3
o Entertainment ~ ™

Aind there Yr§ffﬁp. Tt was not commercislized either, end folks
had a great time. ‘lney were clocely identified with each otTiaeclj the
neighborly spirit was profound. There j ere uo daily newspaper mon-=
ctrosivies to settle dowvn with in a c0mioftao+e lounge awasy from every-
body; there were no radio ¢ or telephones for distznt and more impersonal
communicetions and who*would heve mentioned movie in those days would
have been declzred inssnes TFeople therefore must be together to sat-

<L
[

isfy their gregarious instinctse.

Mrs. John J. Ingélls gays that when she came down the river from
s, Joe and Leavenworth by boat the passengers were gay and happy.
There were meny ballads sung and entertaining stories told. Parties
were being outfitted.for the West., Gold had been discovered in the
Pikes Peak region, the glamour of going weft to dig for gold obsessed
them, and their_parties woven about the theme of the wenderer.

Yhen 2 new house was finished ‘it was the custom of the country

hat a house warming should be given. There was dancing and the 1it-

iy

; ; 32
tle born jug in the usual celebfation,  but sometimes the comple-

’
-

tion' of a new dwelling was commemorated in another way. The circuit
ri&ér wasg celled in and the neighbors ceme, There was a sSermon, a
huge meal for everyone, and much féllowship.

Dences were fre~uently held in the hotels. These were situ--

31. “Ingalls, lirs. John J. Gpeech, "Our Yesterdays" January 29,
1915. Burbank's Printshop, Atchison,

32, GOreene, Albert Robison. 1In Remembrance., His address May 18,
1907 before Greene County 0ld Settlers.

% Celebrities in Kansas History Making.




tiong of color, plenty of liquor if it could be obtained, and occasions
for riotous fun, Tickets were required of the gentlemen, ranging in

price up to five dollars a night., The prices, according to an abun-

¢ g ; . 33
dence ~f different sources, were ordinarily above two dollars & n1ght.3

This would be regarded as high even in modern days. As we have seen,
money was SCarce and hard to get. But money was spent at entertain4
ments s if it were unlimited; then a5 nowadays money could be found
for the more frivolous things of life somehow.

Some exemples of their advertizing and programs would be of in-
terest here.

Washington Birthday Ball Invitation
i by
Kenses Rifles Number One

; Yourself and lady are respectfully colicited to attend a
ball to be given at the
i Free State Hotel
in Lawrence on
Friday Evening, February 22,y 1856
In Honor of the Day vhich Geve Birth to the
Tmmortal Wasghington
Committee of Arrengements:

J.W. Colburn Charles Robinsomn*
Jemes H, Lane¥ John G. Crocker
A. Cutler James R. White
A.D. Searl E., Emmerson
W.L. Bridgen B.F. Swift

Floor Menagers: 4
John G. Crocker A. Cutler A.D. Searl E. Bamerson

Tickets, $2.00

Another program given New Year's Day, 1858, at Osawatomie,

*Celebrities in Kansas His¥5§§aﬁaking:~~kaw_
33, Sociel Customs, Vol. 1, Kansas Historical Library.
34, 1ibid.

o




called for an admission ofb$2.50 for that gay Friday evening. It wes
headed "New Year's Hop" and "good music" was engeged for the occasion.35
Sométimes these affairs were staged to raise money for o more or
less public purpose. We heve another interesting program held at the"
Eldridge House, Lewrence, Fridey Evening, May 21, 1858, As the quota-
tion below shows, the proceeds from this entertainment were to be used
in furnishing the Eldridge Hotel, built on the site where the eighty
thousend-dollar Free State Hotel was destroyed by Sheriff Jones two
years vefore.
36
Here we quote the programs
Benefit Ball
Yourgelf and ladies are respectfully invited to attend the ball
to be given bn the occasion of the opening of the
_Eldredge House, Lewrence
w
Fridey Evening, lMay 2151858
The amniversary of the destruction of the Free State Hotel. The
proceeds are to be appropristed toward furnishing said house.
Tickets may be obtained at the Hotel and door of the hall at five
dollars each.
And here we present another, this time a picnic which was obviously
to be developed into a dance:37
Independence
Grand Picnic Party
The pleagure of your company is respectfully solicited to attend

A Picnic Party
To be given st McAllister's Hell, Osawatomie

35, ibid.
356, ibid.
37. ibid.
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At five o'clock, lMonday Evening, July 5, 1858
Supper at the Hall. Tickets, $2.50.
Evening Programmes

1. «Four setts Quadrilles 11. Cecilian Circle
8, Opera Reel 12. Mazourka 4
6. Quadrille 13. Quadrille
7. Schottische ; 14. Pop Goes the Weazel
8. Spanish Dance 15, Quadrille
+9, Quadrille 16, Waltz
10, Money Musk 17. Quedrille
R 18, Grand Basket
SUPPER
19, March Quadrille 24, Hop Weltz
20. McDonald's Reel 25. Quadrille
21. Quadrille 26, Polka
22. Bow Quadrille 27. Voney Musk

23. Schottische

The younger men cathered in emch community center to form ball
~tegms. OSometimes the gemes Were inter-community, other times intraf
community. They were gatherings entirely devoid of any commercigl. en-
terprise. There were no wguarantees", but quite a good many sportsmen
did enjoy betting on ‘the geme. The old geme of horseshoes was enjoyed
everywhere. From the village's blacksmith ther gathered horseshoes.
Every family and trading post had the stakes driven for horshoe games.DB

Singing schools were numerous. The singing master usuélly held
his groups together mo?e through the entertaining mature of his per-
sonality than through any training he may have had.39 There were spell-
ing metches and quilting parties.

Traveling shows geﬁefally found business good among sSome of the
territories "back home" but they do not seem to have obtained a start

in Kansas during her territorial deyse

In summef one of the amusements which gave the citizens a real

38, See note 21.
39, ibid.



thrill--especially the boys--wes thet which surrounded the arrival of
the canvas covered wagon trains. Ceravens of 20 to 30 wagons and up-
ward, had with them some one who could do a good job of "sawin' the
fiddle", playing a harp, and "gpinning yarns"., Folks swarmed around
their cemp fires to listen to the entertainment, The boys enjoyed
going to meet these treins. Rach wagon was heavily laden with freight,
some of them drawn by six yoke of oxen or several spans of mules. The
. boys would get permission of the drivers to crack the whip over the
beasts of burden as they moved through town.éo

Camp meetings were as much a part of the summer's activity as
shucking bees and spelling matches were in the winter season.4l Every-
one took a week off and attended.

The liquor wes brought in from the East, or distilled by some of
the settlers at their homes. Usually there was plenty. The men liked
to smoke snd chew tobacco. It was grown in Kansas. One ingenious
method of pressing the tobacco into form suitable for cutting and chew-
ing, and to be sliced for the corn-cob pipe, was by evolving a contriv-
ance for pressing the tobacco by cutting a good-sized hole in a burr-
oek tree, fashioning a lever from a sapling into the hole. Under the
lever & platform was placed so0 +hat the lever could be brought dowm on
a board covering the tobacco. By hanging & few hundred weightg of stone

42
on the far end of it the pressing took place in fine shape.

40, ibid.

41. See note 32.

49, Root, George A.,, Reminiscences of Williem Darnell,
Kensas State Historical Society, Topeka, 1926-1928, Vol.XVII.
Pelde



pPetroleum V. Nesby was just coming into his hey-day and some of
them quoted him a good deal. Itinerant preachers, peddlers and trap-
pers were always & source of much fun. Theyexpounded on their adven-

43
tures, experiences; knew lots of jokes and how to tell them.

The Public Health

Kensas of modern times has the lowest death rate of any state in
the Union, according to her department of public health service sta-
tistics. This is generally sccounted for through the effects of mod-
ern medicine and its substantial reduction of infant mortelity. But
territorial Kansas did not even have the medical care known to science
of that day. There were very few practicing physiciens, 1o license
was required for the medical profession, end gharlatens and mountebanks
feasted avidly on the gullible and superstitious settlers.44 "Common
Sense ledicsl Adviser", blue-mass pills, and Aver's ague cure were the
"1ife severs" of the day. WNodern medicine, of course, finds none of
these to be of any valﬁe worth mentioning.

Confinement cases were in the hands of "practical nurses" or mid-
wives, and an occasional physician., MNeany deliveries were made without
the agsistance of anyone except 2 mid-wife. The average size of the
family was more then twice thet of now. If neture's milk was not a-
vaileble at the mother's breast, the chances to seve the child were
very dim.45 It is thought, however, that delivery was not then so
severe an ordeal for the mother as it would be now with the same amount

of medical sid, for the mothers were closer to nature, were muscular,

43, Doran, Thomas F., Kansas sixty Yesrs Ago. Paper read before
seturday Night Club, Topeka, February 4, 1922,

44, ibid.

45, ibid.



and physically stronger then they are now in a more delicate environ-
ment,

Easily the most remarkable condition concerning the public health
wes then what they celled "Kansas Ague". Thomas ¥, Doran calls it
melaria, and more commentaries seem to agree thet it was that. Since
there is none of that disease present anywhere in the regions these
settlers occupied now, it seems incredible and unbelievable to health
students, that the "Kansas ague" was maleria. Some who ar; not close
to these historical descriptions discount the barest thought thet real
ague ever existed here, and gimply say that it was what is now called
"grippe! or influenza. But the evidence éoming frqm innumerable
sources, and the descriptions of it, are overwhelmingly convincing that
it must have been malaria.

"Oh, how they di@ shake!" writes S.H. Feirfield, old settler of
Kensze Territory. '"The people who settled the Territery in’/56=57=58
had along.with the suffering and privation ineident to pioneer life
the fever and ague, the latter called 'shakes' by the early settlérs.
Not @ person coming to the West escaped. Whole femilies were dovm at
the same time, and all stretched out on the hay floor improvised for
beds."46

wgettlers soon lined the velleys and lend was broken out in
larger tracts, but with the rotting of the sod came melaria, Oor ague.
It fastened itself upon the whole population; few were exempt," writes

47
one men who lived inthe Territory. "The victims would burn with

46, Fairchild, H.F. Paper prepared for 01d Settlers' lMeeting,
Harveyville, Kansas, 1904, Kensas Historical Collections,
1909-1910, Topeka.

47, Doren, Thomes F., Kensas sixty Years Ago, paper at Kensas
Stete Historical Society, Topeke..



fever one minute and freeze the next. It wes seid by a neighbor that
when his whole family were sheking with ague the chinking between the
logs of his cabin was jerred loose, and thet he 'was too sick to live
and not sick enoggh 0 diee'" eessscssesThere were times‘when half the
population wes galivated. Doctors were few, In rainy seasons Vege=
tation was renk, end, rotting upon the ground, added to the virulence
of the dreaded disease."

At @read Cemetery there is written the story of loss of life
emong the little foiks. This burying ground was in use about twenty-
five years, beginning in 1854. During the fifties large numbers of
slabs were carved from netive stone bearing near the same dates of
deathf These deaths could have been caused by epidemics of some un-
identified disease such 2§ scarlet fever or diphtheria.48 There is
no logs which touches one's feelings to the guick like thaet of a little
child., Homes in Lewrence were robbed of their children in large num-
bers ir those deys. It is geriously doubted if there was another trib-
uletion they endured which was &s hard as this.

Again we have borne out our statement thet there were no prac-
ticing physiciens to be had, through accounts written by W.W. Denni-
son. Describing the experiences his family had with ague, he states
that his father wes ill with the diseasse, but that he was out of his
bed part of the time. Dennison S&yS8, "During November 1856 our lit=
tle gister Elizabeth died from the effects of this terrible Kensas

ague and the went of medical attention, as there were no regular pra-

78. Demnison, W.W. Address in Burlingame Enterprise Chronicle,
November 16, 1922,



cticipg physicians to be had in those days even if they hed money to
pay~for the service. Imagine if you please, the terrible agony my
paren#s went through. They hed no personal friends to go to, not even
e boerd to meke a casket with or money enough to buy a screw to fasten
down the 1lid. So my father accompanied by my mother (she had to go
with him to h elp cere for him) went three miles down the creek to
Council City (now Burlingeme) leaving me and my little brother Isaac
with the little desd body. They called on Mr. George Bratton and told
him of their misfortune and circumstance. He with e heart in him as
big as an ox came to their sssistance end volunteered to help them out.
Gethering up a blsck walnut board and a few nails and sScrews, he re-
turned with them to the cebin and mede a small casket. When completed
my mother lined it as best she could, She lzid the little body in it
end Mr. Bratton and father carried it three miles, dug the grave, and
buried it, my father returning home near mid-nighte"
Drouth of 1860

The only year of our territorial period that crops were & complete
feilure was 1860, It did not’rain for eleven mon‘ths.49 The spring
that year opened somewhet promisingly, even though it wes dry, but the
usual reins did notvcome and the wildberries, a source of food upon
which they depended much, withered. EHEvery living vegetable died in-
cluding both natural and planted forage. The wild prairie grass dried
up so that they did not e#en have pasture. The hot écorching blasts

blew out of thesouth 21l summer. In low places there was a little

49, Velentine, lirs. D.li. Reminiscences of an Americen Mother
on the Western Fromtier. (Wife of one of the first judges
of the supreme fgourt of Kenszs) e
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green left, but the grasshoppers csme in clouds, completing the work
of devastetion., lells dried upj 80 did the cows. Weter had to be
hauled or cerried from most insccesgitle places. Leundry wes taken to
the stream vwhere there were gcattered pools into which clothing wes
dipped for weshing., "We did not weste eny water at our homes, you mey
rest assured," vwrites lrs. Velentine. "The children certainly were not
weakened by too meny baths."

There wes no butter end no eggs. The streams were lowered sO thet
light loads of commodities hed to be hauled by the boats for aid. They
therefore were reduced to dependence upon vhat might have remained from
the preceding year when there wes an excellent crop end no market. Cof-
fee was made from perched barley end oats. From the cornicribs of 'S9
they obteined hominy, corn-mesl mush to be served without milk or but-

50
ter, and corn-bread.

Ordinarily wild ducks and geese cars in each autumn furnishing &
grezt time for meat hunters. But with the ponds drying up, the stresms
abating, and water holes in general being very scarce, the water=-fowl
did not stop much. Prairie chickens had to be fried without lard or
butter. Even they were so thin end tough from starvation that there
wes innaletability except for those who were ravenously hungrye.

One femily recalls thet when 2 neighbor grew fainthearted and
1eft, they purchased & peck of dried peaches from hims These wereﬁhe
only luxury in the community, and they were used during the winter

ol
months for the sick.

¢

There wes not & pound of flour in all of the miles around. Wlea

B0e » 1bide
B, abid,



wes a whispered luxury, end suger was out of the question. Hickory
nuts were gathered for food.

semuel C. Pomeroy waes chairmen of the State Aid Society at Atchi-
son. Thet his act slong with those of Dr. Robison left considereble
to be desired in another field, but even so, Pomeroy's work was help-
ful in siding the development of the country, end his acts help much in
thie emergency. About the only source of mest supply they had wes thet
of dried buffelo meat. To make things even worse, vhen it surely seemed
neture had been severe enough on them counting the dry weather and the
‘hoppers, yet experience ves complicated by a two-foot snow just before
Christmes, 1860, which did not clesr until the spring of 1861.52

Yet, all these reverses did not seem to reduce the number of
people who lived in the Territory. Of course there is to be considered
that a very hard fought political cempaign has been going on meanwhile
between two rivel factions. It is glso true that the settlers lacked
the means to return ﬁast. They could not have returned even if they
did give up. But their mettle was capable of going through the test
of fire snd it did, The price they peid for victory is sufficient to
put eny of us now who have obstacles to surmount to sheme, no natter
how strenuous they seem to be. The populetion in 1859 bad increased
over the preceding years. The Territory geined in populstion every
year, reaching & total of 107,20653 in the summer of 1860, es com-~

pared with 8601 when the first official census Ves teken in 18505,

Money hed been sent in from meny sources for assistence for the

52. ©Spear, Stephen Jackson, Reminiscences of the Eerly Setﬁig—
ment of Dregoon Creek, Webaunsee County. b
53, Wilder's Annals, pp.28l, 282,



settlers. In the mein, however, the pioneers knew how to make sub-
sistence off the country, except in the drought of 1860. Aside from
the help which vas rendéred through the aid societies, reletives, and
friends, help was sent by some of the states. An instance of this is
to’be found in en appropriation which Wwas mede by the Michigen legis-
lzture. Professor F.B. Streeter, who had made & careful study of the
political parties and their history in Michigan, finds that in the
year 1857 Michigen sent $10,000 to Kensas for the aid and relief of
immigrents there who had come from Iﬁichigan.B4 This grant was sub-
sequently severely criticized in the Detroit Free Press, the argument
being that there was 10 sctusl suffering in Kensas, but that there wes
in Michigan.55

One camnot contemplate the story cerried in this ehepter without
a feeling of gratitude for and confidence in the stock living in our
commonwealth today, when it ig remembered tlhet they are the descend-
ents of those brave pioneer women and stout men who founded our state.
The politicel history of Keansas hes been well covered by history. It
carries a story which confirms whet we heve lesrned here. Could our
highways but speek; could esch streem and bluff and vele but communi-

ecate with us, each would personify in verification of the things we

have presented in the pages of this chapter.

54. Streeter, Floyd Benjemin, Political Farties in lichigan.
Michigan Historical Cpmmission, Lensing, 1918. PeR63 e
55, ibid. D.265.



CHAPTER 2
CHURCHES OF TERRITORIAL KANSAS

AB in much of their other activity, there vas Bolmeienism in re-
ligion es well. Menifestations of the gay and weird were in evidence.
Religious epidemics swept over the country, literally driving pecple
to church by a menia of singing, shouting and exhortetion. It was a
great time for zeal and lungs. Circuit riders ceme from far and neer
to attend and hold "camp meetings'". lNeny John the Baptists were cry-
ing in the wilderness. "On =2 fair dey," says A.B. Greene, '"a preacher
of average sbility could be heard a mile and more. Cemp meetings dur-
ing the summer were as much & part of the year's activity as shucking
bees and spelling metches were of the winter seagon. Rveryone took a
week off and attended."l Three-quarters of a century later, it occurs
to the studemt that the religious services they knew were more of the
carnivel then they were of worship. But to them, these religious ser-
vices were of deep concern,

The denomineations hed begun their missionary activities in Kansts
a good while before territorisl dsys., However, no Wwork had been done
primerily for white gettlers until the territory was orgenized., Pro-
bably the first sermon to be preached specifically for a white congre=-
gation was thet of Rev. S,Y. Lum, Congregational minister from Middle=
town, N.Y., on October 10, 1854,‘in a hay tent, the "hotel" mentioned
in the preceding chepter. On the fifteenth of October, 1854, Plymouth’
Church was founded by the Congregetionalists in Lawrence.2 This was

only a few weeks after the settlers haed arrived. The services were

1. CGreene, Albert Robison, "Tn Remembrancs", his address, liay 18,
1907, on occesion of the fiftieth amniversary of the settle-
ment of the Greene family in Kensas.

9. Kansas Annusl Register, page &8s



held in the hay tent until it was destroyed by fire during the winter.
Services for the next three years were held wherever they could meet.
As nearly as can be ascertained there were ten charter members of this
church. Lum resigned in the spring of 1857 es pastor on account of
211 health.3

In 1857 & church was built of stone to be the first reguler pleace
for services after the burning of the hay tent. It was located on what
is now Louisiena and Pinckney streets. It was completed in 1862 at a
cost of $9,OOO.4

The Congregational Church wes that of Amos W. Lawrence, patron of
the city of Lawrence, and chiefest benefactor of the Emigrant Aid Gom-
pany.

Tt was liberal in its views, anyone being eligible to membership
or its pastorship who was affilizted with a church of congrega=
tional form of government, end who believed in Christ. It took
o militant position ogainst slavery holding thet "the system of
Americsn chettel slavery is a high crime ageoinst God and human-
ity, and, as such, is prime facie evidence against the Christian
cherecter of those implicated in it....and that no church may be=
long to its associational fellowship which wilfully sustains,

directly or indirectly that system.

3. Cordley, Rev. Richard, pastor of Plymouth Church 1857 to 1875,
=nd for many years after 1684. Kenses Memorial Album, ley 30,
1895

4, Kensas lMemorial Album, May 30, 1895. Compiled by E.S. Tucker
and circulated by George O. Foster.

5., Winutes of the General Association of Congregaticnal Ministers
and churches in Kenses in session at Topeka, April 25-27, 1857,



At the time of the essociational conventlon of the Congregstion-
alist in Topeka, April 25-27, 1857, there were eight churches of this
denominetion in Kensas located et Lawrence, Manhattan, Topekas, Osawa=
tomie, Zeendale, Council City, Bloomington, and Kenwakie. A total of
eighty-three members vas reported for six communities, Osawatomie and
Council City were not reporting on the extent of their membership.6

Unitarians

The Unitarien church does not seem to have started extensively in
our period, but a good deal of interest was taken in Kansas as & mis-
sionary enterprise by the Americen Association in the Bast. In the
Douglas County Clippings is an excerpt from an eastern newspaper in
which a citizen offers to ship to Kanses & bell weighing 1,500, provid-
ing others will give & clock and dial of corresponding value, adding,
"The sound of a Sabbath bell will indeed be music to the ears of the
settlers, reminding them of their New England homes, and if to this be
added a clock showing its cheerful face and marking for them the pass-
ing hours, they will indeed feel that amid their pioneer privations
they are not forgotten by their friends at home."‘7

It wag not time to build churches, but forts instesd. In March,
1856, the basement walls were gtarted. On the night of September 10,
1856, it was used a2s a fort to guard sgainst invesion. The first ser-
vice was held in this basement on March 29, 1857.‘

In the late autumn of 1854 and the early spring of 18355 funds were

B, ibid.

7. Dougles County Clippings, p. 158, clipped from eastern news- '
paper November 20, 1855, 2

8. Toster, George O, and Tucker, E.S. Lewrence Kensas Memorial
Album, Vay 30, 1895.



9
reised for the esteblishment of a missicn at Lavwrence.

Catholic Church

Very 1i£tle ves done by the Catholics in the Territory. They hed
begun & church at Atchison just prior to 1854, The Benedicting monks
of St. Vincent's, Penmnsylvenie, established a primitive home in}the hills
of Doniphan County and in 1857 Rev. Fr. Augustine Wirth, O. ©S. B.y came
dovn from Doniphen community once & month to attend to the spiritual
wente of his feithful. In the sutumn of 1858 he erected a freme parish
church there, thirty feet by sixty feet.lo The first services in that
church vwere held Christmes Day, 1#58.

Atehison wes growing. This attracted the Benedictine community
at Doniphan in its quest for a good location for & college and monas-
ferye [In 1859 they ereeted the building which still stands adjoining
the church to the east. 1In 1861 another wing was added. All of this
was used for boys.ll

Veny scores of missions had been established by the Catholics
smong the Indiens, particularly the Osages, but since our study does not
embrace them, we are to conclude that the work of the Catholics eamong
the white settlers was not large.

The Béptists

Of course the bloody days of territorial Kansas, times of politi-

cal end border strife, were not very favorsble to the growth of churches;

yet in the time of sorrow there is no institution which is needed more

9, ibid.

10, Heinz, Rev. Gerard, O. S. Bsy An Uigtorical Sketch taken from

. st. Benedict's Parish, Atchison, Kenses. Abby Student Press,
St. Benedict's College, Abchison. ¢
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thaen the church. In ahticipation of the settlement of the territory,
t00, the churches evengelized rapidly. The Baptists orgenized in June,
1855, end their first house of worship was at Atchison.

Among the Indians the Baptists had already teken up missionary
work of first renk importence. Only about zo% of the churches hed places
to meet, the services being held largely in homes. The numerical
strength of the Beptists in the Territory does not seeu to be well es—
tablished. The very first state-wide convention was held in Atchison,
June 64 7, 8, 1860, At thet time there were five sub-divisions of the
church, called, &s nov, noagociations". They were the East Kenses,
Kensas River, Neosho Velley, Nemsha, and Mound Associations.l3 At thet
time twenty-eight churches in the Territory had pastors. These associa-
tions comteined about fifty constituted churches and twelve hundred mem-
bers. No exact number could be established because some of the &sso-
eiational clerﬁs failed to get in their reports for the convention. At
this time attention was centered on having & state paper, and colleges
for educetion, The following yeer the convention was again called. They
had failed in sll of these things, charging it to the drouth of '60.

The Methodists

The first session of the Kensss-Nebraske Conference of the lMeth-

odist Episcopal Church was held at Lawrence, Kensas, October 23=24,

i .
18%6, There were twelve churches with a totel white membership of

12. Kensas Historical Collegtions, Vol. WL, Ds 2Rk

13, YNinutes of the First Baptist Convention held at Atchison,
June 6, T, 8, 1860. Lezvenworth, Daily Dispatch Power-
Press Printing House. :

14, Minutes of this conference. Lawrence, John Speer, printer.



661, besides €€ probationers. There were thirty locel preachers, part
of whom served the churches, the balance of whom held meetings. The
second Conference met &t Nebraske City, Nebragke, April 16, 1857.15

At this time there were fifteen churches with 693 members and 114
probationers. Resolutions were introduced st this conference for the
opening of Baker University. When the third conference convened at
Topeke., April’ 15-19: 1858, there were 26 orgenized Methodist churches
in the Territory comprising 1,443 members, 445 probationers, 47 local
preachers. Veanwhile land had been doneted by the Palmyre association- :
el unit. This was laid out st Baldwin City. A stone school house wes
then in course of erection and the foundation set up-for & preparatory
department developed.16 The minutes of the fourth Conference written
at the convention held a4 Omaha speak of Baker University at Baldwin,
"A good substential ‘stone building, three stories high, has been erect-
ed and the pre;aratory deﬁartment commences. This depertment has been
provided with a superior teacher, Rev. B.R. Cunninghem, and has been
fayored with fifty pupils during the last winter. It is thought that
the present prospecté may justify the organization of a full college
faculty at the commeﬁcement of the next educational year. The school
was well under way when the 1sst conference of the territorial dcys
wag held in Leavenworth in March, 1860. The membership hed continued
to increasé in proportion to its growth at the first conferences.

The Methodists organized their first conference in 1856, embrac-

ing the Territory and a pert of Nebraska, through a conference of

15. lNinutes of this conference. Topeka, Ross Brothers, printers.
16. Minutes of the Third Conference, Topeka. st. Josephs Mis-
gouri, Pfouts and Cundiff, printers.



ministers who met in Lawrence. Nebresks continued in this conference
until 1860,
Episcopalians

Tt is to be expected thet the Episcopalisns would have a policy
of orgenizing churches early here for the éouth hed many leaders in the
Territory to represent southern interest, and these leaders, meny of
them, were of English aristocracy from the pretty well capitelized plan-
tations. This being the case, the church of their fathers would be rep-—
resented,

The first annuel convention of the Frotestant Episcopal church in
Kensas wes held in St. Paul's church in Leavenvorth, September 12, 1860.
There were then twelve churches inthe Territory located at Leavenworth,
lLewrence, Wyandotte, Topeka, Manhatten, Junction City, Wabaunsee, il
wood, Tecumsel, Prairie City, Olathe and Atchison. Fastors were locet-
od 8t each of these pleces. They served in meeting bodies of their
faith in homes and other smaller meeting places. The first of these
churches was orgenized in 1858,

By 1860 Grece Cathedral, Topeka, hed a church hell for worship,

a comfortable parsonage, built from funds obtained mainly in the East,
and o female seminary worth about $15,000, all of vwhich was peaid for
except $1,200 which wes pledged in the East.ls

At the first convention Bishop H.W. Lee, D.D., of Iowa was select-

ed president of the Keansas convention. The following year the bishop

17. Proceedings of First Annual Convention of Protestant Epis-
copal Church, St. Paul's Church, Leavenworth, September 12,
1860, Topeka, Cummings and Shephard, printers.

18. 1ibid.



could not attend, but in his letter to the convention he stated that
through the church papers he had made pﬁblic the condition of Kansans
ac a result of the drought of 1860. This publicity produced about
45,000 which was used to buy food, grain and provisions for the needy,
the distribution being made through the clerg;y.19
Prohibition, Slavery, and the Church

All of these churches except the Cetholic and Episcopalian, took
an active part against bofh .slavery and intemperance. The Baptists
in each of their sssociztional and convention congregations passed
resolutions for the discipline of their own members, and for prohibi-
tion legislation. In their convention the Eest Kensas Association held
in Atchison, K. T., in October, 1868, @z resolution was passed saying,
"That we recoﬁmend our brethren to exert their influence in every pro-
per way, both as members of churches and members of society, to put a
check to the alarming evils of intemperance, gnd in order to effect
this object(&he more successfully, we conceive it their duty to abstain
entireli)from the use of intoxicating liguors as & luxury; thet it is
the decided opinion of this body, that sny brother who may persist in
the menufacture or sale of spiritous liquors, except for: mechenical or
medicinal purposes, after proper efforts have been resorted to, to in-
duce him to asbandon it, should be no longer retained in fellOWShipozo

The Methodists in their convention of 1857 passed a resolution

that they would do all in their power in or out of the pulpit to pre-

19. Convention NMinutes.
20. Vinutes of the Easgt Kansas Association of Eaptists, October 1,
1858, Atchison, Freedom's Champion Office, printers.
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vent the sele and use of intoxicents; =nd thet members of the church
would not pstronize any dealer who sold liquor unless such sales were
for medicinal or mechenicel purposes. In their convention the follow-
ing yeer they went further by dedicating their efforts in the direction
of obtaining pessage of a prohibitory liquor law for the Territory.

The Congregationel Church took the stand thet its members would
not be sllowed to sell liquor, when the Genersl Association of Ministers
and Churches of the Congregationalists met in April, 185’7.21

In all the meetings of the Congregationalists, Methodists, and the
Beptists, very active stands were taken ageinst slavery, pronouncing
that "in#éluntary servitude or chettel slavery was & high crime againgt
Cod and men." Since there were Baptists and Methodists in large num-=
bers coming from the South, these churches hed to divide into northern
and southern communions to meintain the two sides and memberships in

their churches,

-

21. linutes of the General Association of Congregational Mini-
sters end Churches in Kensas, Topeka, April 25=-27, 1857,
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CHAPTER 3
THE LODGES

Very muéﬁ wes made of the fraternsl benefits of the lodges. Mem-
bers of the lasonic order begen plans the very first year of the Ter-
ritory to establish communications. As usual, in any important organ-
ization, the unit which was established first likes to hold that honofu
There hes been a discussion of long standing as to whether Smithton or.
Wysndot was first organized. Smithton was orgenized by J.W. Smith at
the o0ld town of Smithton, near Troy snd Tola. The lodge met under an
oak tree, and three men were posted to ride back and forth in the sur-
rounding territory to keep visitors sway. There were seven mémbers of
this lodge. Deniel Venderslice, & farmef and member of the lodge wes
one of the guerds, according to reminiscences of his sister,1 and di-
rected John W. leChesrney, according 4o the latter's personal tegtimony,
to drive his cattle away so thet the lodge's program wWould not be in-
terrupted by his prese_nce.2 smith was an ardent abolitionist, and
lost one of his eyes in an argument with some pro-slavery men. Since
he had two daughters, he wes anxitous to raise them in a different en=-
vironment snd moved eswey. Smithton was chertered June }, 1855, and the
loagé ended when Smith moved. The lodge wes then re-orgenized in a
corncrib by its secretary, John s Whiteheed, sbout ten miles from Smith-
'ton.3 A copy of the Qharter for smithton Lodge, together with the pro-
rem of the first open air meeting in the "first lodge of Kensas" was

sent to Kilwinning, Scotland, szid to then be the oldest lodge in the

1. Illustrated Doniphan County, p.117, 1837-1916,
2., Personal testimony of John W. lcChesney, Kensas City. i
3, Personal testimony of lNrs. Holt, sister of Daniel Vanderslice.



4
world with a written record. Smithton lodge now meets in Highlend

Kensas.
The other claiment for the first lodge in Kensas ig that of Wy-

3 “t;),'&‘/
andote lodge in Kanses City. It was founded by Matthew R. Walker, a

brother of Governdr Welker. Walker came from Ohio with the Wyandot
Ind;ans. He hed been initiated into their tribe. These Indians were
regarded as among the most intellectual and progressive of their race
on the North Americen continent. Walker sought to find a plece for
them to emigrate to in Kensas. On the banks of the Missouri River in
the Walker home at what was then called Wyandot, was held what William
E. Connelley calls the first lesonic lodge in Kansas.5 Severai ins
formel meetings had been held there prior to 1854 and they were con-
tinued up until July of thet year. A warrant was then issued by the
Grand Lodges of Vissouri asuthorizing the lodge to meet and operate
ny,D." which is generally teken to mean thet the lodge is held invelid
due to unsatisfactory work or 6ther cause.

There is np resson here to engege in that wordy battle relative
to which lodge was first., To dismiss the subject it is emough to say
thet the three lodges existing in Kensas at the time of it? first Grand
Lodge for Kenses, smithton, Leavenworth, and Wyandotte, were at odds
as to who would have the first Crand Master. To procure the votes for
a member of the Wyandotte Lodge & 1ittle intrigue wes practiced, Smith-

w5

ton getting number one.for its votes in favor of Wyandotte.

4, Tllustrated Doniphan County, 1837-1916, pell7.

5, Kansas Historical Collections, Vol. VI, p.ll3.

6, Historical Sketeh, pp.63=773 Carr Erasmus T. his paper reead
before a later Grand Lodge in Kensas.



As a

result the lodgeé were numbered Smithton, number one; Leevenworth,

number 23 Wysndotte, number three. If the dete of charter is to be

taken as the dete of the organization of these lodges, then Smithton is

number one; if the date of authorization of the lodge brethren to meet

U.D.

under the jurisdiction and recognition of the Grand Lodge of Mis-

souri, then Wyandotte is number one,

item.

The Topeka Daily Capitol of July 5, 1936 carries the following

We sare imdebted to Nate B, Thompson for the following information
regarding Topeka's first Nasonic lodge: "On Wednesday evening,
November 26 A. D., 1857, Joel Huntoon, worshipful mester elects
James T. Holliday, senior warden elect; Cyrus K. Holliday, Jjunior
warden elect, the seme being designated to0 their respective posi-
tions in the dispensation from the lMost Worshipful Grand Lodge of
the Territory of Kanges; and Brothers J.C. Gordon, S.D. Conwell
and F.R. Foster, Master liasons, assembled at the lodge room in

he city of Topeka, were duly constituted as Topeka Lodge No.l7,

.A. F. & A. M,y by Brother Cyrus K. Holliday, by authority in-

vested in him by letters from lost Worshipful Brother Richeard K.

Rees, grand master of the lost TWorshipfu Grand Lodge of the Ter-

ritory of Kensas. In completion of the orgenization, Brother

Joel Huntoon wes chosen treasurerj Brother C.K. Holliday, secre-

tary; Brother J.C. Gordon, senior deacon, and Brother F.R. Foster,
-

junior deacon."

7. Topeke Deily Cepitol, July 5. 1986,



lendiag Chapter Number 1 was the first chepter of the Order of
Esstern Star in Kensas. It was orgenized and named for lirs. Lydia R.
Walker, whose Indian name Was Wendias.

0dd Fellows

No Crand Lodge of I.0.0.F. was held in the territory until 1858,
Through the activities of = well known ané sble physician, Dr. Corne-
lius Ambrosius Logan,9 practicing physician associated with Dr. Tiffin
ginks, also quite renowned, the first Grand Lodgé was chartered by the
R.G. Crand Lodge of the United States, charter deted Vareh 10, 1858.1O
Leter Dr. Logen wes made Grend Mester in Kensas, and finally grend sire
of the sovereign lodge. Dr, Logan was once minister to Chili. He ed-
ited a medicel journal, THE IEAVENWORTH MEDICAL HERALD, and contributed
to nationally known periodicals. 0dd Fellows are proud of Dr. Logan.

There were five lodges with 174 members when Grand Lodge convened
in June 1858 at Tecumseh. The convention reported ten lodges with 333
members in October, 1859; and June 20, 1860 there were eleven lodges
with a total membership of 402.

Officiels traveled to these meetings by boat and stege coach.
They were allowed five cents a mile at the convention for expenses.
We shall seec how this allowance compared with transportation costs in
the next chapter as the companies charged in their tariffs.

The oldest 0dd Fellows Lodge in Topeka was chartered under date

11
of lWerch 11, 1857,

i &

8. Hietory of Wyandotte County, Vol. I3 pe.435.

9. Kemses Historical Collection, Vol. XII; p.l19l.

10. Proceedings of Kensas Grand Loddes, Kanses Historical Society
Topeka.

11. Topeka Daily Capitol, July 5, 1936, Article by 0.K. Swayzl.®



CHAPTER 4
TRANSPORTATION, COMMUNICATION

The yeer 1854 saw Kanses Territory take form with very few whites
there. A few trails had been established over which oxen traveled et
the breathless rate of maybe a mile an hour, counting delays et fordsg
mules could do perhaps a mile more per hour more then that. There wé;;
no reilroads anywhere in Kanses. River vessels did six or seven miles
an hour up stresm; down streem sometimes they made fifteen miles per
hour. The scheduled trip from Tndependence to Sente Fe wes twenty-one
deys covering =z total of 775 miles, at a passege fare of one-hundred-
twenty-five dollars; by the only mesns of conveyance offered to the
public, the stage coach. These Were generally drawn by six mules, and
menned by & conductor on horseback equipped with pistols, and & driver
in the seat.l Both usually carried wplacksnzkes", a hard cutting braid-
ed lesther whip. Five hundred miles of the Senta Fe were in the Ter-
ritory. A trail led from Fayetteville, Arksnses to Turkey Creek June-
tion in McPherson County, Kensas. This wes used in the California im-
migration, extending into the mid-fifties. The Oregon Trail traversed
the northeast corner of the Territorye.

Employees of the wagon train enterprises and of the overland mail
were often hired by the year. Tn event they did not carry out their
agreements to work for that period of time, they were required te" for-

2
feit ten dollers a momth of the year's wages. The trips were gener-

1. Bryce, Jemes, Kensas City, Missouri. Kenses Historical
gociety files, "Reminiscences of Ten Years' Experience on
the Western Plains."

2. Bryce, Jemes, "How the United States Weils were carried
before Railroads resched the Sente Fe Trail."



‘ally strenous. Sometimes the crews were injured or slain by Indians.
There was the hazard of disease, snd of insufficient food in case of
delay due to bad weather conditions, sieges, etc.

River navigation was often a source of much entertaimment. Then
the boets ceme to the wharf, whistling their announcements of arrival,
it wes the signal for the citizens to turn out fér a good time, to greet
the errivel of a relative, or friend. Someone hes ssid thst the census
could always be taken of the villége when the boat arrived. One person
tells us that "river navigetion opened up (at Lawrence) about the letter
part of May, 1855. Stesmer "Emme Hermon", a three decker carrying a
number of passengers znd a large amount of freight for our city sur-
prised our citizens before dey light one mornibg."3 This was the ar-
rivel of the first steamer of any importance there.

Another deseribes "the Missouri River as being a little to thick
to swim in end not quite thick enough to walk Ofleso...e.navigeting the
Missouri at low water is like putting a steamer upon dry land end send-
ing a boy ahead with sprinkling pots our boat rubbed snd scraped upon
the sand bers end they stopped us sbruptly several times & day. Com-
pared with ocean vessels the boate seem light as pasteboard, and if
they take fire they burn 1like 1incereesssesssCATTY ENOTMOUS loads at
fifteen miles en hour down stream and often pay for themselves in a

= ] : h : :
ear," Freight was seventy five cents a hundred-weight; passenger
(= (=}

3. Reminiscences of 0ld Time Lewrence Clipped from Lewrence
Journal World, Sept. 21, 1915. Found in "Douglas County
Clippings" Vol. IIT, state Historical Society.

4, Richardson, Albert D. "From Beyond the Mississippi", p.19,
State Historical Society.



.rates four dollers from Kansas City to Lawrencej three dollars return.

Fost offices were established along the trails and main roads.
The firsﬁ pést office to be established in Kenszs was Tort Leavenworth
Vey 29, 1828, the second one at Fort Scott in 1843, The firsl one un-
der Ter ritory dispemsation vas Marysville which opened November 1l,
1854, In 1856 about forty pbst offices mereesstablished.5 In 1857
79 more were orgenized end 17 abolished; 1858 sixty-five were created
snd seven sbolighed; 1859 twenty vere established and nineteen ebolish-
ed; and in 1860 forty-six more were started and fifteen dropped.

In 1855 the government paid for 570 miles of mail transportation,
none of which was by coachj; 1856 1,647 miles plus 331 by coeach meking
a total of 1,978 miles; these figures increased annuslly, until 1859
when the total was 5,722 in a single yesr. In 1860 the total dropped
sharply, it being only 2,480 miles. It is of record thet congress de-
crcased its appropristions = million dollars thet year, and it is sup-
posed thet is the reason for the drop in the miles of postal service
paid for.

The Railroads

The first railway project to get under way in the Territory was
that of the Leavenworth, Pawnee, and Western cherterediby.the legis-
lature of K.T. in 1855. The company Vvas orgenized in pursuance of this
cherter in Ysy, 1857 at Leavenworth with a cepital of $156,000, Grad-

fg was begun there in May of that year, snd extended to Pawnee on what

5 Dallss, E.J. Kanses Historical Collections 1875-1880.
np.255-260, Kanses Publishing House.



is now the Fort Riley Military Reserva.‘l;ion.6 The -company had to stop
at this point for want of funds, and nothing more was done until 1862
when the government furnished aid.

Two more roads were chartered by the seme body, the St. Joseph
and Topeka; the Atchison and Topeka, but the Civil War ceme along and
both of these failed to m aterialize. The first railrozd to complete
ite line to the Kansas border was the Hannibal end St. Joseph. This
was finished early in 1859,

‘Rut the first road to really build a track and bring in a loco-
motive to the Territory was the Palme? to and Roseport, later called
the Marysville and Elwood. It was chartered by K.T. Legislature Feb-
ruary 17, 1857.8 Wilder's Annals has it that March 20, 1860 "Iron
arrives in Kansae and track laying begins on Kansas soil.9 On April
23, 1860 the locomotive "Albany " arrived in St. Joseph. It was drag-
ged up on the bank by men and boys from the flatboat over the Missouri
River, On April é%,gsﬂ preparations were made for the celebration of
the opening of the first section of the railroad.

The road completed was five miles long, extending from Elwood to
Wethena. The engine and cars Wwere placed on the track April 28, 1860

The story of the celebration is of much interest, furnishing good hum-

or for the reader. Col, M. Jeff Thompson was president of the road.

6. MNorgan, Perl W. WHistory of Wyandotte County, Chicago.
The Lewis Publishing Company, 191l.

7. Hull, 0.C. Principal of Great Bend High School, in speech
before the Kensas State Historieal Society at its thirty-
fifth ennuel meeting, 1910,

8., Hulls“@.C. Speech before Kansas Historical Sdciety, Dec.b,
1910,

9, HElwood Free Press, April 28, 1860,



Governor R.M. Stewart of Missouri snd he addressed the crowd. The eng-
ine was kept going on a mile of track which had been completed toward
Wathena.lo Some flat cars had been brought across the river for the
purpose. From one source there was written on the occasion the fol-
lowing: "Elwood is placed by the Hannibal and St. Joseph in direction

communication with the most populous and wealthy cities of the East,
and by the first of April will be within fifty hours travel of N.Y."11

It was a motley and festive crowd which gathered to witness the
rumning of the first locomotive in Kensas. The speeches on the great
topic of the day were enjoyed by all. Willard P. Hall,president of the
St. Joseph and Topeks,joined Governor Stewart and President Thompson
in making an address also.

Chaerles S. Gleed, writing for the Kansas State Historicel Society,
nas written sccounts, all of which are confirmed by the evidence pre-
cented in this chapter, as follows of the celebration end the social
ovents surrounding it, "It was, indeed, & merry mob of 'hish rollers'
thet followed the venerable old scrap-heap Albeny west from Elwood to
the terminus of the new-laid treack on the opening day. 0f the many
hundreds of reilroad celebrations which have since been held in Kenseas
this first one seems to have been the most remarkable. I em informed
by one of our most distinguished citizens (who seys in the language of
the clessic nerrator, 'ell of which I saw and part of which I wgs‘}
that the occasion was characterized by the most =rdent, wide spread and
2]l prevailing inebriety ever attained in the sfate. It would seem from

the nerretive of my distinguisked friend es if the new railroad had

10. diced, Charles 5. "The First Reilwaey in Kansas":J-Special
study for Stete Historieal Society.
11. Saint Joseph Directory, 1860-61.



been built end equipped for no other reason than to coﬁvey all the
chempion drunkards of Kensas and the vast quantity of their liguid
inspiration to the pienic gfounds, where the two beczme one. Not on-
1y were the chempion drunkerds of Kansas there; their contemporaries
from lissouri were there also, headed, as the FREE PRESS said, by 'Bob'
Stewart.

np truce wes declared in matters politicel, and the enmities of
the border were for a time drowned in the general enthusiasm over the
prospective cormerciszl reciprocity and countless tubg of beereee...s0
emicable, in fact, the governor was found drunk on his back in the
woods, a free state man settled beside him jesting......the cars which
followed the Albany that day were o1l flat cars, carrying asbout equal
numbers of barrels and men.....the cars were decorated with green boughs
+o concesl their unsttractive craftmenship, seats of planks set cross-
Wig€.ss.s6ngine gaudy with ell the colors of the rainbow, end some that ,
the rainbow never had....track wes roughf'but it held together.

"One evisode Wortﬁy of resl note was, that the editor of the El-
wood Free Press named Hunt was & stripling, hard-working, gentlemanly
and well-ordered. The president of the company, M. Jeff Thompson wes
looking on vwhile the berrels were being adjusted. Hunt meanvwhile sat
perched on the top of the breke, where he could mske note of =211 that
occurred for his newspaper. Suddenly the pompous Thompson, not know-
ing who he was, with neatness and dispatch kicked him off the train,
taking him for e loafer. Wunt was furious, but in his fury he did not
forcet Lo be wise. He determined to get even. Accordingly he dis-

tinguighed himself as being the only men in the crowd who aebstained



from ell liquor. He wetched his chence, and when thet night the party
returned to Elwood, he lingered on the saﬁdbar until everyone but Thomp=
son had boarded the steamer for St. Joseph. Hunt them slapped him in
the face; more slaps, and then by blows, kicks and more of them, he hed
Thompson beaten up znd emitten with send in his eyes, nose, ears. When
Hunt sew help coming for his victim, he sped into the woods, leaving
the balance of his spleen to be vented in his newspaper.l2

The coming of the Civil War, however, stopped this work and its
operations. Sprouts from trees grew up in the road bed, weeds and gress
took possession, end the ties rotted., And thus ends the road which head
come into being through dramatic”and congratulatory speeches full of
felicitious remerks, thet had felt its beginning emidst hearty cheers
of dense messes of men, loud ringing of bells, screeching of whistles
as the first cars rolled over the first Kenses railroad. Its final
requiem wes punctusted by the lowing of oxon drawing the cars over the
creeking reils bringing farmer's provisions from st, Joseph. The old
engine was returned to St. Joseph. Brighter days for railroazd enter-
prises were not to come until the clouds of war hed cleared and the

spurt of building was at hand again caused by the famous Credit Mo-

bilier Company of America egtablished in 1865.

e

5. “State Historical Collection, Vol. VI. p.357-61l. »



CHAPTER 5
EDUCATION

The pioneer stock of any domain must be physicelly rugged. But
that ie not 211, Men wes first controlled by his environment., Civil-
izetion wes cradled in the lediterrenean World because man did not
there heve to spend much time fighting the elements; his creative ac-
tivities there ceme from the leisure the environment provided, From
the leisure grew research and develppment which enabled men to create
his ovm environment. When the sovereignty held by environment was
given over to man, the intellectusl begen to lesd mankindg into hos=
tile environment; regions vhere the prains es well as the bravm were
used in forcing progress into the wilderness. Probably from the
depths of sntiquity men has always hzd plenty of brawn to ensble him
to meet the needs of living anyvhere. But he did not have the re-
sourcefulness or the knowledgé necessary.

Therefore, Kansas, like any other frontier, was vulnerable only
t0. men and women of stout, courageous heerts, and of brains. It re-
quired imegination, resourcefulness, planning, and mechanicel inge-=
nuity to menage the frontier. Such people were capable of sbstract
thinking and cultursl educstion., They were not drones, physically or
intellectually. They were not afraid to match their Witséégainst na-
ture. They hzd nerve. They ceme out here prepared to pay any price
for success and progress; they were not sfraid of the test of fire,
and they took it. Tf it must be 2 losing game they pleyed it herof
ically and stoically; but they hed idems sznd ideals, good strong ones,

end plenty of emotion to put them across.



‘Such people are educated. They cen tske care of themselves;
yes, they were giants of strength and knowledge and versetility com-
pared with the helplessness of modern hi.ghly specialized m am, who is
dependent upon all the rest of the world for his needs. The mission-
aries were chosen, no doubt, as much on account of their engineering
gbility, common sense, end ebility to sdminister medicinal and sug-
gicel help to the members of their parties, as they were for their
clerical edu¢ation.

Tven at that there was a lot more specialization emong the emi-
grants than is generally supposed. Dr. Robinson, the agent for the
Emigrant Aid Society's first party to Kansas which started March 3,
1855, reported that he hed tradesmen in bricklaying, carpentering,
spinning, shoemaking, vernishing, designing, weavinug, engineerings,
carving, watchmaking, machining, stone cutting, tinning, tanning, and
store kéeping.l Kate E. Kellogg, well krnown teacher, was with this
group.

o In the second party headed by J.T. Farwell of the same compamny,
there were the same tradesmen plus jewelers, curriers, gunsmith, law-
yers, and cutlers. They left New England Merch 20, 1855.2

The third party led by Dr. Hunting had all these people, too, and
some tailors, printers, ministers, and teachers. This party followed
the second party by one week. The three parties embraced five hundred

2
people.

1. linutes znd records of Emigrant Aid Company.
2, 1ibid.
3, ibid.

ol



Dr. Charles Robinson of Massachusetts was a well read and profes-
gionelly educeted citizen. He is credited with heving founded the first
tovm in Kensas, Waukarusa. The first Herald of Freedom bears the dete,
Weukeruse, Kansas Territory, October 21, 1854, It was Amost A. Lawrence,
wealthy Boston merchant, who packed the Emigrant Aid Compeny when it was
too young and weak to operate without finsncisl aid. This men was in-
terested in Kensas, and because he wes the most generous patron Wauka-
ruea had, the neme of the town was changed to Lawrence. Almost immedi-
ately school was orgaenized, for on Jenuary 16, 1855, Edwerd P. Fitch of
Hopkinton, Vassachusetts teaught the first term of school in Lawrence.

It lasted three and & half months with twenty pupils. He was paid by
private subscription. The school was held in Dr. Robikon's back office
in the Emigrant Aid buildi?ﬂg.4

Within a yeer after the tents were first pitched in Waukarusa in
1854, the name was changed to Lawrence. Lewrence then encouraged his
nemesake by contributing ten thousand dollars for educational purposes.
The money was placed on interest. By statehood the interest accumula-
tions stood the sum at fourteen thoussnd dollers. That yeear, this a-
mount, plus a site, mounted to moré money than any other center could
offer, and upon this foundation was placed our state universi‘by.5

By June 16, 1855 Niss Kete E. Kellogg hed taken over the school
held in Dr. Robf@on's office. The Herald of Freedom, Lawrence, June

16, 1855, carried the following adverticement: miiss Kellogg, late of

1Vassechusetts, has opened a school in Doctor Robilson's new building

4, Richardson. Beyond the lississippi. Hartford, Connecticut.
1867. American Fublishing Company.
5, Kensas City Star, Douglas County Clippings, Vol. IIT.



oppoéite Allena end Brothers Store. She has a very respectable number

of students and more are coming daily. She is said to be an excellent

instructress and will of course find constant employment as long as she
shall choose to follow her profession as & teacher,"

i Tn Leavenworth Rev. J.B. McAfee, a Lutheran minister, opened &
private school in conjunction with his religious services.6 This was
broken up by a vigilance committee. In the same community the Kensas
Weekly Hersld, September 27, 1856 carried an advertisement of which this
an exact copys

nJ.P. Robinson respectfully announces +to the citizens of Leaven-
worth that he will commence school on londey the sixth of October at
the Union School House. Terms per session of five months, Reading,
Writing, and Arithmetic, $9,003; English Grammar, Ceography, e=nd Natural
Fhilosophy, $10.003 Algebra, Geometry, and Surveying, 412,00, | The
above mentioned house will be comfortably fitted up for the accomodar
tion of e large school. The subscriber expects to teach successiully
end respectfully appeels to the citizens of Leavenworth and vicinity
for @ liberal patronage. J.P. Robinson, Principals A.T. Robinson,
Assigtent."

In Topeka private schools_must have been started during the Ter-
ritorial period because we find notation thet L.A. lMeraill announceé
that he would hold a public sehool on Topeka Avenue beginning on the
tenth of May,.1858.7

There was almost no certification of teachers. The "Bogus Legi-

6. Moorey H.. Barly Tistory of Leavenworth City and County,
pe199.
7. Kansas Tribune, Topeka, May 8, 1858,
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slature" provided for a distrigt inspector to grent certificates to
8
teachers whom he had éxamined.

Tn 1858 end 1852 the general law provided thet these examinations
should be administered annuelly in regard to "moral charscter, learning,
and ability to teach school", Certificates should be annulled by giv-
ing ten days' notice, the county guperintendent heving full suthority

9
40 carry out the annullment.

et Private schools were unguestionably orgenized all over the Terri-
tory. In a well snd cepably prepared report made by Territorial Super-
intendent Greer he records thet in his travels over the Territory he
finds thet there were private schools held in each community, ranging
from three to six months in length, during the summer of 1859.lo In
studying this report, one can easily conclude thet not far from a total
of one hundred thirty-five private schools were orgenized in Territo-
riel Kengas. Much interest wes getting started ezrly in our Territo-
rial History in free public schools supported by taxation for we find
that Governor Reeder in his travels over the commonwealth he repeatedly
mentioned the importance of education available for every child of
school age. His speeches stend testimony to his interes{ in education.ll
Even in this eerly period & state teacher;s asgociation was getF
ting under way. Tor it was on June 2 1858 that a two-day session be-

12
gan embracing lay and "professional" school people met at Leavenworth.

8, Laws of Kansas Territory, 1855, Ch. 144, SecCeDe

9. Report of the Territorial Superintendent of Community Schools,
s. 1859, p.20.

10. Laws of Kansas Territory, 1859, Ch. 116, Sec.26,27 and 28,

11. Governor Reeder's Address, Kensas Weekly Herald, July 14, 1855.

12, Quotation merks my own; teachers vere hardly professionally

equipped then.



The Laﬁrence Herald of Freedoms.quoted from the Leavenworth Herald re-
1stive to this convention es follows: won the first day of June, next
an educetional convention willbe held at Leavenworth, for the purpose

of congidering the best means of orgenizing a common school and educe-
4ional system in Kenses....for selection of textbooks .. . .Superintendent,
¥r., J.R. Notewere requests sll the counties....be represented....this
movement should meet with = hearty response....causse of public education
is the most impottant one which can occupy the public mind."

Provision for taxation to support public education was not very
vague then, but with the guerilla trouble and political turmoil so dis=
tressing, the benefit to the system were not developed VErY extensively.
Tiven as early ss 1855 we find provision mede to authorize district board

' 13
membirs to assess the property in the district for the school. A tax
warrent could be issued allowed the trustees to collect and pay 6veri

A

the taxes to the treesurer in thirty days. This was never used., In

1858 power was given 4o tax the property for a school house
15
bought or hired, to buy fuel, hire a teacher, make black boerds, charts.

Tt is plain thet the people coming from our progressive states,
would think about high school education. Newspapers cerried emnounce-

mentes of private classes in branches which would rate as higher educa-
16"
tions for femsle high schools offering work in mathematics, Latin,

i 17
French, apd Yusic.

13, Isewrence Herald of Freedom, May 22, 1858.
14, Lews of Kangas Territory, 1855, Ch. 144, Art.l, Sec.b.
15, ILews of Kensas Territory, 1858, Ch. 8, Sec.20.

16. Kensas Weekly Herald, March 4, 1855

17. History of Kansas, Cutler., ‘



Invthe metter of textbooks, it is mnot et all herd to establish
that there were no stendard texts prescribed st all, but that the par-
ente decided entirely just whet books they wented to buy for the pup-
ilg., From one pewspaper we find an add running this way, FPerents are
requested to é;&mine Towne's Speller, together wit; his series of read-
ers and analysis of the English languege, before purchesing other books
for schodls;,é..we also call attention to Watson's lNenbel Arithmetic

oo

and Lavwrence's written Arithmetic, with his Primary and University ed-

18 e
ition of Algebra, Tach of these books may be seen at the Herald of
19 :
Freedom office. Another periodical pute it, "Books, books, it would

be well in the incipiency of our territorial government of schools to

be cereful in selecting good school books. B. and Compeny have issued

geveral works, highly commended that we would like to see introduced in-

to our schools." Leter the state superintendent was given authorityto

recormend text books, and was admonished to discourage the, use of Egec-
20

tarian books in the publiec gchools. Later, what was vorse, the boards

21
were given|authority to select the text books. These conditions were
1

*
never improved upon in Territorial Deys.
It ie mnstural, of course, that some thought should be given for
normsl schools, end institutes for qualification of teachers. Since

most of the pﬁblic education spirit ceme from the northeastern and mid-

dle western states, where these institutions had already started, it

18. The Herald of Freedom, January P,

19. Kensas Weekly Herald, February 2, 1855

20. laws of Kensgs Territory, 1858, Chapter 8, Sec.5; 1859,
Chepter 116, Sec.5. ' "

21, Laws of Kenses Territory, 1858, Chepter 8, Sec.69; 1859,
Chapter 116, Sec.8. .

&«




is expected thet they should be reflected here. stete Superintendent

Greer in 1859 discusses both of these institutions, adding the hope‘
that epproprietions for both would be made soon where teachers could
mest to herrow up their experiences, modes of government for schoolsy
plens for conducting recitations, "treasuring up f;nds for, future use-
fulness."22 Nothing, however, was ever done about either for the Ter-
ritory. ) " W
Agide from those already mentioned e should'menticq'pharlés L.

¥
L

Tdwards, a well educated New Englander, who ceme to Lawrence in 1855.

To supplant the school work in the offices of the New England Aid’build—

ing here-to-fore mentioned, Edwards formed schiool, in the besement of
the Uniterian Church in 1856. He was given a salary of gix hundrgd *
dollars for six months which was to cover 3lso the salaries of his as~
cigtants. He recorded that the assistants were @aid but thet the
principal was not. Because thers was delay in getting t@e‘buildigé
ready he was unable to stert classes until Merch, 1857. Edwards was an
importent factor in the educationel history‘of Douglas County, served
as its county superintendent in Territorial days, and worked nerd to
o9

get the state university located at Lawrence.éd

At Leavenworth another fine cheracter was thet of V.K. Stanley,
who begsn school on the benks of Fall Creek near L;avenwprth in May,
1856. He had seventeen pupils ranging in ages from'six to eightien

years. 1In August of that year it wag broken up by border strife. It

was one of the very first schools held in the state. The school‘house

3

32. Annual Report, Stete Superintendent Greer, 1859.

23. Douglas County Clippings, Vol., 3. State Historieal Societie
Topekae

».
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was improvised from éﬁ old residence building; built of logs from the

oek timber nearWy. It hed one three-light and t%b two-light mindowé,

glass size eight-by-ten inches. The flooring was éf puncheons and the

roof of clapboards Weighfed'w;th poles. The furniture consisted of

seats méde of slﬁbg, with no backs, and. four pegs for legs. Boards

were fasténéd to-the wells near the windows here the pupils did their
&

wriﬁ;ng.' The teacher's stool was a block sawed from the end of 2 log

about eighteen inches in diametef, and his desk a board fifteen inches
! 24

. wide and three feet long, fastened to the wall in a coFner.

Border strife, netional conflagretion, finsncial troubles, and
the devastating drouth of 1860 were all factors meking it almost impos-
sible for much education to be carried on in Ksnszs despite the apdent
and devout ieai present for it. Thetempendium of Superintendent S.W.
Greer for 1859 shows that the Territory had 222 public schools dis-
triat;'thai year.zs greer guesses tuet the number in 1860 was fewer
than fiyé hundred.,

There was much debate as to the education of colored children.

The Free State people contended that all should attend the seme school,
while the opposition hfld thet the two must bé kept_separate, of course.
The gquestion was debatéd in constitutioﬁal cozyentions when our consti-
tution was being srranged for submittal to Congress, but the final doc-
ument mede no mention of it.

'That the Kensas pionger had a beloved interest in the boys and

girls of his day no one can deny, despite the fact that there were only

54. Leavenwroth County Clippings, Vol.Z2. SH.S.L?EVenworth Times,
May 6, 1900, %.
o5, State Superintendent greer's report, Dec.3l, 1859,




s few hundred schools to care for the children populstion of the

107,260 residents of the Territory in 1860, The work our pioneerd did

in the Territory as given in these pages, together with the fact that
a1l four constitutions drawn for the new born state soon to bé contain-
ed very careful provision for the children‘of Kanses. MNo matter whet
the erdor of the iconoclasm of cynice and skeptics pight be that a
people does not care for the higher and ngbler things of 1life, the hard
work done by these sturdy pioneers &s shown in these pages to build
education and tradition and citizenship in their children, far eclipses
any presentation to the contrary. From the depths of their hearts they

®

cared!
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CONCLUSIONS

From the foregoing it is easy to conclude that our antecedents who
founded Kansas were men =nd women of nerve, bravery, imaginstion, and
ability. It would be difficult indeed for moderns to be successful a-
gaingt the rigors of nature, disease, and guerilla turmoil which were
smong the’problems of Kensas in the fifties. But they won their victo-
ries. It is émall wonder, then, that Kanses of today, sired by these
heroic fathef;; have won nationel importence in the field of literature,
agricuiture, politics, science, end invention, FProbably no state in
the middle west has furnished any more in these fields than Kanses.

The numerous individual cases cited in the menuscript have been
carefullﬁ exemined to determine whether or not they were typical of the
gocial conditions to which they bear testimony. lany scores of similar
sources have been discarded by the suthor because they did not bear va-
1idity before the bar of truthfulness.

Despite the bloodshed associsted with the crusading spirit of the
day, we have found that the citizens of the Territory of Kansas had a
good time, too; very probsbly they enjoyed life. Whether the pioneers
enjoyed life as much as modern humanity does is a question often de-
bated. Anyway, these pages are closed with the feeling that the genera-
tion then found 1life just sboutias enjoyable as any other generation,
except'for the border troubles snd losses through digease.

Relstive to disease, ome of the peculiarities of the subject is,
thet malarie seems to have been existent. MNeny have conjectured as to
whet became of. it, and no setisfactory explanation seems té be had.

At any rate, the evidence ie overwhelming in establishing that there

was maleria in Kanses.
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The results of the terrific drouth in 1860 show that the people
were not afraid to face adversity and stay with it. Few moved. Ve arce
reminded of the stability of our forefathers here; and the manner ¢
young ‘people met the hard days of 1932-3 vhen they were working their
way through school, enduring the privation of food, clothing, and
pleasure, reminds us of '60. Folks have not lost their fighting
blood.

Today, we are told, there are more church members than at any
time in history. We are interested in religion. They were very mach
interested im it, too, and gave a heavy ghare of their means and ef-
fort in behalf of religion., The struggles of the churches in the Terri-
tory were just as spirited as any other endesvor.

The Odd Fellows lodge, the Nason and Eastern Star lodges all be-
gan in Kemsas during the Territoriel period. Some of the leading citi-
zens of the last half of the g%neteenth century in Kensas were members
of these lodges.

As we have seen, the railroads did not getlmuch done until after

statehood. Trensportetion remsined for the boats and wagon trains.,

S

Eduecational opportunity wes limited, not because of lack of inter-
est, but because of border strifs, netional conflagration, financial
troubles, and drouth prevénting its development. A few private schools
were opened. Of the public schools, fewer then five hundred were begun
during the period. MNost of these were only open for a few weeks of the
year.

Tt is probable that no other state in the Union hes a more dramat-
ic historical background then Kenses. State-making in Kensas Territory

was an issue with the citizenship of every state in the Union.
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