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To: Dr. G. W. Tomanek
From: John McCGaugh
Date: September 1, 1978

Subject: Farrowing House

The Farrowing House did not survive the red pen of the Board of
Regents., This is to recoumend that this building be listed as an urgent
capital improvement on future budgets and be given a priority second to
none other., Our present building is old and its operation recuires a
considerable amount of labor and management to maintaim an adeguate
production rate in the sow herd. Even though it is possible to raise
pigs in this building, it is very difficult to teach swine production
students modern techniques of swine production.

Inconvenience, however, is not my major concern. The present
building is insulated with straw and has no. heat. To supply heat we
use an open flame space heater and infra-red heat lamps to warm the
baby pigs. This situation is extremely dangerous, and the state fire
marshal recommended after his inspection in 1976 that the straw be
removed and the building be rewired. I am afraid that one of two
things will occur in the next few months:

1, the state fire marshal will condemn our building.

2. the building will burn down and possibly kill
scmeone!

The latter possibility, of course, is the one to be most dreaded.
Attached is a copy of the fire marshal’s inspection sheet.

Repairs on the old building would cost almost as much as replacing
it, and I have been reluctant to spend any more money on its maintenance.

Thank you for your kind attention,

cc: Vice President Eickhoffy/
Dean Thompson
Dr., Harris
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