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GENOCIDE: WHAT IS IT AND CAN WE
PREVENT IT?: ACONVERSATION
WITH DR. AMBER N. NICKELL

April 18, 2024, Noon (CST),
Rarick 220

In the 1920s, Raphael Lemkin, a young Polish-Jewish lawyer, grappled with the enormity
of crimes like the massacres of Armenians by the Ottoman Turks. “Why was the killing of
a million people a less serious crime than the killing of a single individual?” he asked.
During the Holocaust, Lemkin lost more than forty immediate family members. Still, the
murder of a people was “a crime without a name” or any international legal precedent.
Lemkin dedicated his life to naming that crime making it punishable according to
international law. Learn more about the term genocide, its historical development, its
legal and scholarly implications, and the core tenets of Genocide prevention with Dr.
Nickell.

Dr. Amber N. Nickell is an Assistant Professor of History at Fort Hays E
State University and a 2023-2024 Charles E. Scheidt Faculty Fellow in L
Atrocity Prevention. Additionally, she is a recipient of several research S
grants and fellowships, including the Saul Kagan Fellowship for Advanced E
Shoah Studies, the Auschwitz Jewish Center Fellowship, and the Fulbright
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