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Continued growth. Ardis and Jerry Tomanek, Kenneth Havner and President Ed Hammond prepare
for the dedication of Tomanek Hall on August 26. Tomanek Hall symbolized the continued progress
of higher education at the university. Photo by Matt Shepker.
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A CONTINUUM OF SPIRIT

Activitiesbegan cooking at the university with
TailGreat ‘95 when students, alumni and com-
munity members gathered in front of Lewis
Field for a festive barbecue to support the Tiger
football team. Christy David, 9, daughter of
Debbie and Skip David, waited skeptically for
cheerleader Aimee Sneegas, Lawrence freshman,
to paint her face to show her enthusiasm for the
Tigers.

TailGreat was an eye-opening experience for
people of all ages. “I really didn’t know what to
expect from TailGreat, but it was the best way I
could think of to spend time before the game. It
was cool to see that many people supporting
FHSU,” Toni Wartman, Garden City junior, said.

Photo by Matt Shepker.
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A CONTINUUM OF DEFIANCE

Two unidentified students strolled leisurely across
the grass in front of a "PLEASE USE THE SIDE-
WALK?” sign. The sign was posted by a general psy-
chology class to study student responses to the order
on the sign during the 1995 fall semester.

University President Gerald Tomanek (1975-87)
initiated pride in the campus grounds when he planted
the quad area with his own variety of grass seed.
During his administration, Tomanek encouraged stu-
dents to use the sidewalks and stay off the grass. Yet
in 1995-96, students still defiantly sought short cuts.

Photo by Mark Bowers.
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A CONTINUUM OF TRADITION

The crowning of Homecoming royalty was a time-
honored tradition at the university. Eddie Woody, New-
ton sophomore, and Tammy True, Washington junior,
were crowned 1995 Homecoming King and Queen dur-
ing half-time of the Oct. 7 football game. The Tigers
successfully conquered the New Mexico Highlands Cow-
boys, 51-7. Other Homecoming activities included a pa-
rade, dance, class reunions and presentations of Alumni
Achievement Awards.

Although the Homecoming tradition went back to the
university’s early years, thelarge crowds and tremendous
student participation was a thing of the past. Instead of the
elaborate floats some alumni remember, most organiza-
tions sponsored “walking floats.” photoby Fred Hunt.

Opening 7






A society of students who,

despite their various lifestyles, exist
with one another to undertake

the challenges of

university life together.
—The 1996 Reveille Staff
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an end to

IMIncr

“Sumo wrestling was a big hit, and the people

Battling it out.

Tyson Deines,
WaKeeney sopho-
more, Marshal

Kruse, Hays; and
Mike Wahlmeier,
Hays; with their
band, Bring Back
Joel, take third place
in the Battle of the
Bandscontestduring
the Summer Finale.
Other bands in the
competition in-
cluded Gryn and

Play it loud. (far left)
Brett Straight, Hays,
sings with his band,
Gryn, at the Summer
Finale. Gryn took first

place at the festival.
Photo by Chris Jeter.

Making a splash.
(left) Eric Grospitch,
Wiest Hall director,
grimaces as a ball
sends him into the
dunk tank. Photoby Matt
Shepker.

Destinations. Photoby
Chris Jeter.

who came had a good time.”

wo oversized, underdressed sumo wrestlers col-
lided, fell to the ground and struggled to get back
up. This scene of sumo wrestlers from the second
annual Summer Finale was only one of the offered
events.

On Sunday, Sept. 10, the university Summer Finale marked the
end of summer. As the last festival before the weather turned
cold, it was also a social gathering where college students got to
know each other.

Eric J. Tincher, University Activities Board director, said,
“Sumo wrestling was a big hit, and the people who came had a
good time.”

Students sporting the padded sumo wrestling costumes were
able to safely compete with each other.

It provided a way to “beat up your buddy and not hurt them,”
NyCole Harris, Tribune junior, said.

“It was definitely worth the 50 cents,” Stacy Schultz, Hope
freshman, said.

Other activities included the moon walk, a dunking booth,
Lester the professional fool and the Battle of the Bands competi-
tion.

Dusty Fulk, Wiest Hall resident manager, said, “This is a
constructive program, and this year we had more students at-
tend.”

Throughout the evening, the vibrations from the Battle of the
Bands could be heard in the background. Gryn, a heavy metal
band, captured first place; Destinations, a classic rock group,
second place; and Bring Back Joel, an alternative band, third
place. The country band Sly Ridge was also scheduled to perform
but was unable to attend the competition.

Tincher said, “The Battle of the Bands added a flare to the
event. It was different and exciting. I am looking forward to

next year.”
writers micha habiger & jessica sadowsky
designer melissa chaffin
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Solemn moment of remembrance. A member of one of the unfolding teams waits for her group's turn to unfold a
section of the Quilt. The support of the community was overwhelming, Ellie Gabel, student health nurse, was pleased

with the local response. "8,201 people turned out to see the Quilt, and I think that says a lot for this community," she said.
Photo by Matt Shepker.

12 Student Life



awareness hits

ampus

I think it is a very phenomenal event that brings
to life the issue of AIDS in western Kansas.”

he dimly lit Gross Memorial Coliseum added to the emotional atmos-
phere of the Kansas Heartland Display of the NAMES Project AIDS
Memorial Quilt in late September 1995.
Travis Crites, Student Government Association vice president, said,
“Seeing (the Quilt) is a very moving experience. I think it is raising the
awareness on campus and makes students evaluate their own lives and practices.”

The Quilt was established in 1989 by a group of people in San Francisco to honor
their many friends who had died from AIDS. Since then, the Quilt has grown to the
size of 18 football fields, with panels commemorating the deaths of AIDS victims.

Ellie Gabel, student health nurse, was in charge of volunteer coordination for the
display. “I had a lot of clergy volunteer, as well as a lot of students,” she said.

Quilt volunteers, such as Amber Applegate, Hays senior, were impacted by seeing
the display. “It was a neat experience. I volunteered quite a bit, and I had chills from
the minute I got there to the minute I left.”

Gabel said despite all the work that was involved, she felt it was well worth it.
“The Quilt is a very moving thing, and I think it speaks for itself. I encourage every-
one to see it.”

LaNette Schmeidler, SGA president, believed in the educational benefits the Quilt
had to offer. “I think it is a very phenomenal event that brings to life the issue of
AIDS in Western Kansas.

“It also allows AIDS education, which is lacking in western Kansas, to spread. This
is necessary because lots of people think AIDS is a disease just for homosexuals.

“If a student can come out here and learn from this event, they will leave here with
some ‘shell shock.” They’re going to have an eye-opening experience.”

writers jessica sadowsky and james smith
designer melissa deaguero
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Tears of compassion.
Amber Lowe, Leoti fresh-
man, and Kari Kickler,
Tribune freshman, are
overwhelmed by the
Quilt’s powerful message.
Photo by Mark Bowers.

Educating the young.
Sara Tomanek and her
son, K.C., of Hays, exam-
ine one of the sections of
the quilt that is dedicated

to a young AIDS patient.
Photo by Chris Jeter.
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a healing
Process

“It’s the best thing you can do for someone who had
AIDS to make them feel loved and let them know
you’re not ashamed of them.”

onstructing a panel for the
NAMES Project AIDS Quilt took
its creators on an emotional jour-
ney filled with memories and
tears.

Brightly colored pictures of hot
air balloons, gardening supplies, a fish pond,
musical notes and a family tree were sewn on
silky white pieces of cloth bearing the name
Glenn.

Karrie Simpson, Colby senior, and her
mother, Joyce Simpson, built the panel to me-
morialize their uncle and brother, Glenn. Glenn
died of liver failure brought on by AIDS.
Glenn’s panel was added to the Quilt during its
display at Gross Memorial Coliseum on Septem-
ber 1995 .

Karrie said during her uncle’s illness she
decided she wanted to make a panel in his
honor someday.

“I always thought it would be really neat to
do, but I didn’t know how to do it or go about
getting information.

“Then, I found out the Quilt was coming to
Hays. I decided after he died it was a sure thing
to do,” she said.

Joyce said she had not considered the idea of
creating a panel until Karrie brought it up. Joyce
agreed to assist Karrie because it was important

to her daughter.

Working on the panel turned into a reward-
ing experience for both mother and daughter.

“This is a pretty good healing element. I feel
closer to Glenn doing this. I feel like he’s guid-
ing me. My mom said he’s probably laughing at
me because I've never worked so hard on any-
thing in my life,” Karrie said.

The force driving Karrie to complete the panel
was her desire to honor her uncle.

“I am extremely proud of who he was, and
I'm so glad I knew him. A person with AIDS has
a really hard time because people discriminate
against them.

“It’s the best thing you can do for someone
who had AIDS to make them feel loved and let
them know you were not ashamed of them.

“I can’t say enough about how much of a
giver he was.

“He gave money to charity. He was intelligent
and a meticulous worker,” she said.

“I don’t think there is any excuse to displace
someone in your family. I'm not afraid to say I
loved someone who had AIDS.” Karrie encour-
aged everyone to visit the Quilt display.

She said, “The Quilt is such a great tribute. I
hope people go and open their minds and their
hearts and try to see something they didn’t
before — the people.”

writer kathy hanson
designer melissa deaguero
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‘I think a lot about what kind of life I
want Josh to have.”

rushed cookies and candy
scattered over the carpet...A
stack of college text books
sitting next to a high
chair...Toys scattered
around the apartment...

These were just a few images of the life of a
college student who was also a parent.

Getting through college was tough at times.
Trying to keep up with work, attending classes
and studying was exhausting.

Imagine being 21 and trying to raise a child
on top of all of the other responsibilities associ-
ated with attending classes.

Joy Jacquart, Sublette senior, and her two-
year-old son, Joshua Anthony Rios, faced the
conflicts of making time for school and each
other.

Jacquart was a single mother with the deter-
mination to get a degree for the sake of herself
and her son.

“I think a lot about what kind of life I want
Josh to have. I don’t want it to be a welfare life.

“We lived in low-income housing for about
nine months, and that definitely convinced me
to get an education,” she said.

Josh walked around the apartment as he
babbled words about pretzels and Power Rang-
ers.

He spent most weekdays at a babysitter,

16 Student Life

while his Mom attended classes.

After classes, Jacquart and her son watched
television, played, rode bikes and shopped.

“It's not unusual to see us cuddled up on the
floor with a pillow watching ER. That's our
favorite show,” she said.

The only available time Jacquart had to study
was when Josh was at the babysitter, or when
he was sleeping.

“I don’t even try to study when he’s here,”
she said.

Along with the worries of studying, Jacquart
had to face the reality of finances.

She worked for her father on Saturday’s and
received additional support from financial aid
and her family.

“The financial aid system is very good to
single parents, and I've been very fortunate to
have the support from my family,” she said.

Laughing, Jacquart offered advice for parents
who attended classes, “Sleep now!

“Don’t ever give up. It gets awfully hard at
times,” she said.

Jacquart had one more year to balance her
time between school and Josh, before she re-
ceived her English degree with a teaching
endorsement.

“I try to tell myself that I'm doing this now so
we’ll have more time together when he’s older.
I'm trying to look at our future,” she said.

writer gabriela snydstrup
designer melissa deaguero



Play time! Joy Jacquart, Sublette senior, enjoys some quality time with her son coloring. Jacquart faced the challenge of balancing
her school work and raising her son as a single parent. Photo by Matt Shepker.
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sharing his

Dream

“If it wasn’t for him, his efforts, black people wouldn’t
be where they are at today in terms of equality.”

usk fell on the little group gath-
ered in front of Sheridan Hall
Jan. 15. One candle was

lit, then another, as the flame
passed from person to person.

“I think that was something that was kind of
poignant-people sharing their light, not every-
body with their own lighter.
It was people working
together to get their candles
lit,” Nitchka Felix, Aurora,
Colo., senior, said.

For the first time in the
university’s history a group
of 50 people — black and
white, students, staff and
members of the community
gathered to publicly cel-
ebrate Martin Luther King
Jrs birthday.

“In reality I had only
expected 15, 20 tops. It
shocked me, and I felt
warmed by it because of all

They don’t think it pertains to them because
he’s a black man. But that’s not the case; it
pertains to everyone, I think.”

Tina Brackett, Alliance, Neb., graduate stu-
dent, said, “(Martin Luther King Jr.) was a great
leader in the civil rights movement. (We cel-
ebrate his birthday) to honor him for that and

because he died for the cause. If it
wasn’t for him, his efforts,
black people wouldn’t be
where they are at today in
terms of equality.”

After lighting all of their
candles, the group gath-
ered to sing “The Negro
National Anthem.” Al-
though they had a little
difficulty getting everyone
in synch, they did it.

“We all stood together in
a big circle, and we finally
got it all out. That was very
nice.

“All of us had our

these people we didn’t
expect to have there. It meant a lot to me that it
wasn'’t just a whole bunch of black people out
there; it was black, white, Oriental,” Felix said.
For some students the day just meant an extra
day off from school, but for Felix it meant some-
thing special.
“That’s not the point. It makes you want to
laugh, but it’s also because people don’t realize,
people don’t understand the actual value of it.

18 Student Life

candles. We may have been
shivering, but I don’t think that’s what was on
all of our minds,” Felix said.

Then the group carried their lights across
Jellison Bridge and into the Backdoor, basement
of Custer, where they sat together to watch a
video of King’s famous “I Have A Dream”
speech.

Quentin Choice, Black Student Union advisor,
said, “When we got to the Backdoor, we went



Singing proud. Nitchka Felix, Aurora, Colo., senior, Marcus Degado, Ariz., junior, and Tina Brack, Alliance, Neb.,
graduate student, sing during the candlelight vigil. Photo by Fred Hunt.

Walking for peace. (left) Black Student Union members, students and community members honor Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. by gathering and marching across campus. Photo by Fred Hunt.

inside and watched a tape of his speech in its
entirety. Watching that tape really moved me.
Every time I watch it, it moves me. It has an
effect on me, just paying attention to the words
that he spoke, not just watching him, but paying
attention to the actual words and the meaning
behind them. The whole event went off pretty
good, and I think watching his speech was a
good ending to it.”

The candlelight vigil, suggested by Brackett,
was organized by BSU.

“I wanted something that would be simple

yet would draw people there and draw atten-
tion to what we were doing. It’s a simple way to
commemorate the day without pushing a lot of
issues,” Brackett said.

The event was a first for the university but
was expected to be the first of many.

“I would like to keep it going, continue the
tradition celebrating his birthday. I think it
should be more recognized for people to get
involved and not just look at it as another day
off,” Choice said.

writer julie long
designer melissa deaguero
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Mean machine. Unlike most students who go to The Home, 229 W. 10th St., to dance and enjoy a night on the

town, Thomas Green, Amarillo, Texas, junior, spends his nights policing the club and breaking up fights. Photo by
Fred Hunt.
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a nighttime

tory

“Honestly, I feel like the world’s
largest babysitter.”

66

y night life is not very

pretty. I've broken up more

fights than I can count, and
these aren’t just fist fights. People use broken
beer bottles, pool cues and bar stools,” Thomas
Green, Amarillo, Texas, junior, said.

Green, along with other college students, had
an interesting and unusual night life.

Instead of going home at the end of the day,
Green worked evenings as a bouncer where he
faced new adventures each night.

“Working as a bouncer, there is never a dull
moment. When I first started bouncing, if I
didn’t break up four to six fights a night, I
would call that a slow night,” he said.

“Honestly, I feel like I'm the world’s largest
baby sitter,” he said.

Jim Vint, Glen Elder graduate, found a more
peaceful way to spend his evenings.

Vint, who was interested in the characteristics
of the Great Horned Owl, tracked owls.

“One night, I was up late studying. I could
hear some Great Horned Owls,” he said.

“I went on the dike next to Big Creek. There
was quite a bit of moonlight that night, so I
could see the owls well.

At first, there were two of them (owls)
perched on the power poles,” he said.

Soon, four owls (two couples) were “cooing,”
trying to establish their territory.

“It was like they were bad-mouthing each
other,” he said.

T.J. Reever, Hays freshman, headed for work
just about the time other students were going to
bed. Reever worked the graveyard shift from 11
p-m. to 7 a.m. at a local convenience store.

“It’s a pretty cool job,” he said.

Although the social aspects of the job pleased
him, Reever had one experience he said he
would never forget.

“I thought this guy was going to rob me...He
came in with his hand in his back pocket. He
looked ‘psycho.” I didn’t know what he was
going to do.

“He didn’t say much. He just stood at the
counter and kept glaring at me.

“I kept thinking ‘this guy could end my life
here.”

When the man finally pulled his hand out of
his pocket, Reever was relieved... the man’s
hand was empty.

“It was the scariest thing that ever happened
to me. I really thought he had a gun,” Reever
said.

Despite the potential danger of his job, Reever
continued working at the convenience store.

While most students were peacefully sleeping
at night, sheltered by the security of warm beds
and safe homes, others were challenged by their
unusual night life activities.

writer gabriela syndstrup
designer melissa deaguero
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a safe ride

OI11C

“The concept is good - it keeps the City of Hays
safe. We all have to live here.”

rinking and

driving. Not a

good mix. But

until recently,

there was not a

safe, low-cost
way to keep students from
stumbling towards their cars
and driving home after a
night out at the bars.

Thanks to the cooperative
efforts of Greeks Advocating
Mature Management of Alco-
hol, Student Governimment
Association and local drinking
establishments, a way for
students to get home from a
bar, The Ride, was created.

The local taxi service,
Economy Cab, was contracted
to transport students home
after a night out on the town.

To utilize the service, a
student called the taxi service,
showed his student ID and
received a free one-way ride
home from a bar.

22 Student Life

“We're really hoping stu-
dents will utilize the program.
The community is very sup-
portive, as is the administra-
tion,” Carol Solko, interim
assistant dean of students, said.

“It saves the cost of a DUI
and more possibly, a life.”

Fliers with the phone num-
ber for The Ride were posted
throughout campus, in the
residence halls and in partici-
pating establishments. Bar
personnel wore buttons with
the number on them and called
the service if they saw someone
whom they felt should not be
on the streets.

Hays bars participating in
The Ride included The Brass
Rail, The Edge, Golden Q,
Hawks Sports Bar and Grill,
The Home, Pink Cadillac, Sip
‘N’ Spin and The Wild Rose.

“(The Ride) is a good pro-
gram,” Jay Powers, WaKeeney
freshman, said, “if it won’t be

used as an excuse to drink in
excess. It takes away some of
the fear on the part of the
individual and the community
of having a drunk individual
on the streets.”

“I thought it was really great
because there was no way I
would’ve found my way home
if (The Home) wouldn’t have
called for me. I'd use it again if
I had to,” Lynette Ring, Salina
freshman, said.

In its first year, The Ride was
open only to university stu-
dents.

The number of riders
jumped significantly from 24 in
the last two weeks of August to
74 by the end of September.

“The concept is good — it
keeps the City of Hays safe,”
SGA President LaNette
Schmeidler, said. “We all have
to live here.”
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Free ride home. Economy Cab employees Debra Ford, Hays sophomore, and Cindy Thayer, Hays, stop in front of The
Wild Rose, a usual pick-up spot for The Ride. The university contracted Economy Cab to drive students home from Hays
bars after a night of drinking, at no cost to the student. Photo by Fred Hunt.
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students

Clas

cvacuate

SCS

“For all we know, it could have been someone
trying to get out of a test.”

tudents in Rarick Hall on April 26 re-
ceived an unexpected class break.
Classes were stopped, and the building
was evacuated after someone called in a bomb
threat.
Shortly before 2

Carlile, chief of the University Police, said.
Because the University Police had no sus-
pects, faculty members were questioned about
anyone who might have had a grudge against

the university or any of the faculty or staff.

p.m. a secretary in
the political science
department took a
phone call from a
person who said a
bomb would explode
on the third floor of
Rarick Hall in “16
and one-half min-
utes.”

Larry Gould, Dean
of the College of Arts
and Sciences, autho-
rized the evacuation.

Gould said, “For
all we know, it could
have been someone
trying to get out of a
test.

“This is the time
'| of year that things
like this happen.”

“We have been
lucky not to have
anything like this
happen for a while,”
Carlile said.

Jody Hall, Sylvia
freshman, said, “I

“Whether you
think of Oklahoma City or the Freeman in
Wyoming, I felt that we had to evacuate,”
Gould said.

After the building was evacuated, it was
searched for anything suspicious. It took about
30-45 minutes to complete the search. Classes
resumed at 2:30 p.m.

During the evacuation, students went out-
side and sat on stone benches located right
outside of Rarick Hall.

“Precautionary measures were taken,” Sid

24 Student Life

felt it was a real big
inconvenience. I was in the middle of a test; we
didn’t know if we would have to take a new test
or what.”

Gould said, “If nothing else, it was a learning
experience. It has given us a chance to review
our policies.”

“People start to think this sort of thing is a
prank,” Gould said.

“We are taking this matter very seriously and,
if the person who did it is found, they will be
prosecuted,” Carlile said.



Class time. (above) Cheryl
Hofstetter-Towns conducts her
class outside the back of Rarick
Hall after the bomb threat
evacuation.

CALL 911! (left and far left)
Emergency vehicles race to the
scene outside of Rarick Hall.

| Photos by Matt Hoernicke.

writer matt shepker
designer melissa deaguero
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““We had five TVs and seven or eight couches set
up in our basement, and the six foot sub sandwich
disappeared right away.”

oans of disgust rose to a deaf-

ening pitchinthelivingroom

of the Sigma Chi fraternity
house as Dallas Cowboy cornerback Larry Brown
intercepted his second pass and sealed the fate of
the Pittsburgh Steelers.

Whether students were high-fiving the Cow-
boys’ win, grieving the Steelers’ loss or just out to
see a good game, this scene was a common one on
Superbowl Sunday in bars, apartments and resi-
dence hall rooms throughout Hays.

All three fraternities were in competition for
guests, as each sponsored a Superbowl party as
part of spring rush.

Sigma Chi Recruitment Chairman Jason Dyro,
Overland Park junior, said, “It was a good time.
Wehad a great turnoutand everybody had a good
time watching the game and eating the freeburgers
and brats.”

Sigma Phi Epsilon’s party was similar.

“We had five TVs and seven or eight couches set
up in our basement, and the six foot sub sandwich
disappeared right away,” Nate Keller, Oakley
freshman, said.

“Everyone enjoyed the game because it was
close and not a blowout like the last two years
have been, and the few Cowboys fans that were
there sat in the corner,” he said.

26 Student Life

Student turnout was also high at various bars
around Hays.

For the fourth straight year, the Golden Q spon-
sored an all-you-can-eat catered Pig Roast.

For$7, football fans received roast pig and all the
trimmings.

Golden Q owner Duane Creamer said the party
was limited to the first 100 people and sold out.

“We had a pretty good mix of students and
people from the community, and a good mix of
Cowboys fansand Pittsburgh fans,” Creamer said.

“Italwayshelpswhenit’sagood game,” Creamer
said.

Not all students spent Superbowl Sunday at a
bar or party. Many simply stayed home to enjoy
the game.

One student in particular, Seth Asher, Dodge
City freshman, brought the game atmosphere into
hisliving room, taking the phrase “armchair quar-
terback” to the extreme.

“I really didn’t feel like going out, so I painted
my face and put on all my Steelers gear and
cheered them on from my Lazy Boy,” Asher said.

“Itwas justas much funsitting around the house
with my buddies being obnoxious as it would
have been if I had gone somewhere else to watch

the game,” Asher said. ,
writer ryan buchanan

designer melissa deaguero



Touchdown! Members of the Sigma Chi fraternity celebrate Superbowl XXX’s end as the Dallas Cowboys defeat the
Pittsburg Steelers 27-17. The fraternity sponsored a non-alcoholic party for members and friends. Photoby Matt Hoernicke.
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Mania i

“I didn’t save up for this, so I’m
struggling, but I thought if they made it,
I was going to be there.”

‘ ‘ his was a once in a lifetime experience, and was definitely
worth the money,” Jan Kaberlein, Plains senior, said.
Kaberlein, along with many other students, went to Louis-
ville, Ky., for the NCAA Division II basketball championship
games to see the Fort Hays Tigers play.

In fact, Kaberlein went to Louisville without the consent of her parents.
Concerned she would miss too many classes, they told her not to go. But, for
Kaberlein, this was an opportunity she just could not miss. So she turned off
the answering machine, covered her tracks and went anyway.

Several students, including Kaberlein, went to Louisville on a chartered
bus, sponsored by the Student Government Association.

Finding the money and the time weren’t a problem for most students.

“I planned on spending around $175 for the room and bus, and about $50
for extra spending,” Kaberlein said.

Tom Moody, Shawnee Mission junior, also took the chartered bus. He
planned on spending about $250.

“I was planning on going somewhere for spring break, so I just used that
money for this trip,” he said.

Raising his voice in excitement, Moody said, “I'm going to have a good
time. I'll party a lot and see the sights—whatever there is to see in Ken-
tucky.”

Going to Louisville meant students missed some classes.

“My professors were mad at me, because I was going and they weren’t,”
Moody laughed.

On the other hand, Lisa Gardner, Beaver City, Neb., graduate student,
said, “They (professors) were definitely understanding about missing
classes.” Gardner, accompanied by several friends in a convoy of about three
cars, drove to the games.

“We brought our own food to save money. I planned on spending $150 to
$200.

“I didn’t save up for this, so I'm struggling a little, but I thought if they
made it, I was going to be there,” she said.
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writer gabriela snydstrup
designer melissa deaguero



A way we go! Students prepare to leave for Louisville on a bus chartered by the Student Government Association. Photo
by Matt Hoernicke.
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Working hard. Kelly Henry, Atwood sophomore, is just

finishing his shift at work while others are barely getting up.
Photo by Micha Habiger.

Breakfast anyone? Profes-
sional Food Management
workers prepare breakfast in

the Memorial Union. Photo by
writer micha habiger  Micha Habiger.

designer melissa deaguero
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while others

Slept

“When you work and have a child, it
(getting up early) isn’t that hard.”

@® magine waking up every morning before the sun rises.
For some university students and staff this was the reality they
faced everyday...before 7 a.m. But the reality was not a bleak one.
Some students utilized their early mornings to get in extra study-
ing. Jody Hall, Sylvia freshman, said, “I do whatever studying I
put off the night before.”

Hall said he grew up on a farm so getting up early had always been a
part of his lifestyle.

“I am used to getting up early on weekends,” Hall said.

Hall did not have a perfect record though. “A few times I overslept and
even missed a few classes,” he said.

Commuters to the university also left their homes while other students
were still sleeping.

Kathy Miller, Greensburg junior, got up at 4:30 a.m. every Tuesday and
Thursday during the fall semester to make it on time to her 7:30 a.m.
classes.

She did not have a problem adjusting. “When you work and have a
child, it isn’t that hard,” Miller said.

Her family was not bothered by mom’s early rising. “It doesn’t bother
my husband or daughter. I have a cellular phone and my daughter can
always reach me. Sometimes she calls just to talk,” she said.

Understandably, Miller had little sympathy for students who com-
plained or whihed about getting up and going to class when they only
lived a block away.

While some students were either commuting early or studying, others
were just going to bed.

Kelly Henry, Atwood sophomore, worked at a local motel from 11:30
p.m. to 7:30 a.m.

“Eight hours of sleep during the day is not the same as eight hours of

“ sleep at night,” Henry said.
“It is harder than a day job as far as staying awake.
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series offers

Culture

“The performances are excellent. The quality
of material brought into Beach/Schmidt
is second to none.”

hile some students made their usual appearances at the local bars,
others spent their evenings experiencing dance, comedy, music and
culture during the Encore Series performances.
“These are super performances. Ilove the shows and will go to everyone next
year,” Travis Crites, Idalia, CO, junior, said.
The Encore Series, in its fifth full season, provided a variety of shows in the
Beach /Schmidt Performing Arts Center.
“The series itself, like every year, is noted for its variety. We go from heavy

classical to light and funny,” 1.B. Dent, director of Special Events, said.

For the 1995-96 season, the Encore Series presented eight events.

Starting the season was “Michael Levine and the Dallas Brass.” This ensemble performed a
variety of musical styles from classical to jazz.

The “River North Dance Company” enlightened the audience with a combination of jazz
dance styles. These works were set to popular music including the Eurythmics and The Red Hot
Chili Peppers.

“The fun thing about the ‘River North Dance” was that it was a modern jazz dance company,
and that’s something I really had not seen myself, so it was a new experience for me,” Dent said.

“Shenandoah” was a humorous and touching musical about life in western Virgina during the
Civil War.

“I liked ‘Shenandoah’ because it was about Virgina and that’s home for me,” Dent said.

The “Flying Karamazov Brothers” entertained the audience with comedy, theater and jug-
gling. This performance mixed parodies of detective movies from the “30s.

In its 34th year, the Colorado Ballet brought in 25 dancers from around the world. This show
included three works by ballet maker George Balanchine.

“This was a nice historical piece. For me, to have seen the three periods of Balanchines’ devel-
opment was very exciting,” Dent said.

The “Guildhall String Ensemble with Manuel Barrueco” had performed in various locations

econtinued on page 34
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Shenanandoah by Gateway Theatre Inc.
(Courtesy photo)

Flying Karamazov Brothers
(Courtesy photo)
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Colorado Ballet
(Courtesy photo)

scontinued from page 32

which included Europe and Asia. Barrueco,
classical guitarist, had received international
acclaim for his musicianship and new approach
to the use of his instrument.

“Pieces of 8” was a group of a cappella singers
consisting of four men and four women.

“This was a fun a capella group. In this case,
this was a whole new area of sound that I just
thoroughly enjoyed,” Dent said.

Wrapping up the season was Neil Simon'’s
“The Sunshine Boys,” a comedy which at-
tempted to reunite two old friends.

Additional programs presented by the Special
Events committee, not part of the Encore Series,
included the “Ballet Folkloric National De
Chile,” “The Peking Acrobats,” “Always...Patsy
Cline,” “The Cuban National Folkloric Dance
Ensemble” and “Jesus Christ Superstar.”

“Jesus Christ Superstar” was a musical about
the last seven days in the life of Jesus of
Nazareth.

“This was definitely the biggest show of the

34 Student Life

year...with standing room only,” Dent said.

Season tickets for students was $18 for unre-
served seating and $28 for reserved. Those
prices included all eight shows.

“If you go anywhere else, like Denver, New
York, or Kansas City, you’d probably pay at
least $50 for some seating,” Todd Sandoval,
Dodge City senior, said.

“Seating in unreserved is just as good as
reserved (in Beach/Schmidt). There really isn’t
a bad seat,” Crites said.

Money for the Encore Series was recieved
through a grant from the university Student
Activity fund.

Additional funds were provided by the Kan-
sas Arts Commission and the National Endow-
ment for the Arts.

“The performances are excellent. The quality
of material brought into Beach/Schmidt is
second to none,” Sandoval said.

writer gabriela snydstrup
designer melissa deaguero



Jesus Christ Superstar
(Courtesy photo)

River North Dance Company
(Courtesy photo)
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Greéks

“Not only are we helping those less fortunate,
but we’re having fun doing it.”

reeks. Some thought the Greek system
was full of stuck-up partiers who never
wanted to do anything, especially if the
action would benefit the community.
Campus-wide, however, Greeks proved
those opinions to be wrong.

Each of the six fraternities and sorori-
ties participated in numerous community service
and philanthropy projects.

“Locally, we visit children in the hospitals and
take them balloons, valentines, etc.,” Sigma Sigma
Sigma Angela Marshall, Greensburg junior, said.
“We have also done a scavenger hunt with the
Women's Battered Shelter.”

Nationally, Tri-Sigma also supported two play
therapy rooms in Dallas and Chapel Hill, N.C.

Alpha Gamma Delta’s philanthropies also fo-
cused on helping children. The AGD Foundation
benefited children’s hospitals nationwide.

“We trick or treat for AGD Foundation,” Kristi
Schremmer, Hoisington freshman, said, “and
sponsor a softball tournament for them.”

Delta Zeta helped the community by participat-
ing in Hays’ Trick or Treat so Others Can Eat, the
Walk for Diabetes and Walk for Heart. Delta Zeta
also sponsored Slammertime, where all money
raised went to their international philanthropy, the
Gallaudet University for the hearing impaired in
Washington, D.C.

“Community service is a great way to give some-
thing back to the community,” DZ Meghan Gibbs,
Goddard sophomore, said. “It feels great to know
we're helping others.”
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The fraternities also gave their time and energy
to help others.

Sigma Phi Epsilon participated in Trick or Treat
So Others Can Eat, the March of Dimes Jail and
Bail, the Toys for Tots program and Adopt-A-Mile.

“Nationals requires us to do some (community
service),” Sig Ep Aaron Alexander, Strong City
sophomore, said. “But we usually do more than we
have to just because we feel the community is a
good sponsor of the university and the Greek
system.”

Tau Kappa Epsilon also helped the community
through various projects. Their national philan-
thropy, Special Olympics, benefited from their
help.

“Since so many people (from Hays) help with
Special Olympics, we chose the American Cancer
Society to help out too,” TKE Tom Moody,
Shawnee Mission sophomore, said.

To raise money for their international philan-
thropy, Sigma Chi put a new spin on things. For
one week in April, they sponsored the annual
Derby Days, which benefited the Children’s
Miracle Network. Money was raised through
receptacles in stores and various other events.

“The cool thing about Derby Days is that we get
the sororities involved and make it fun,” Sigma Chi
Ryan Buchanan, Council Grove junior, said. “Not
only are we helping those less fortunate, but we're
having fun doing it. (We participate in community
service) to show people what we're really about,
and not the image people have of fraternities.”

writer jessica smith
designer melissa chaffin



Cookie time. Members of the Sigma Phi Epsilon Fraternity and Delta Zeta Sorority give a donation of baked cookies for
a bake sale to Dream Inc. The money from the bake sale went for area children to attend summer camp. (Courtesy photo)
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M UST
““Of the 55-60 (members of the orchestra),

approximately 18-20 are students.”

s expectant fans took their seats in the concert hall,
strained notes of instruments tuning up could be heard
all around. Before the lights dimmed, the nervous
musicians were seen shuffling their music and adjust-
ing their concert attire. After a few minutes, everyone settled
down and enjoyed the Hays Symphony Orchestra’s performance.

The orchestra was open to anyone in the city of Hays who was
interested in auditioning. Many university students tried out.

“Of the 55-60 (members of the Hays Symphony Orchestra),
approximately 18-20 are students,” Don Delisi, orchestra director,
said. Delisi was also a music instructor at Fort Hays.

The symphony met every week for two hours to practice.

“I've taken eight years of lessons,” Ross Burgess, Smith Center
freshman, said. “And I was just interested (in joining the orches-
tra) when I got here.”

Burgess, who was a music major, played the violin in the or-
chestra.

But not all of the orchestra members were interested in musical
careers. Some, according to Delisi, just liked to play their instru-
ments.

“It’s just about an equal mix (of music majors and non-music
majors),” Delisi said. “We’ve also got high school students and
music teachers — there’s a wide variety.”

The diversity of the group seemed to be a plus. Moments after
the last notes had been heard and the lights had once again risen,
the audience’s applause thundered their approval of the musi-
cians.

writer jessica smith
designer melissa chaffin
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Making music.
Members of the
Hays Symphony
Orchestra practiced
in the Beach/
Schmidt Perform-
ing Arts Center
prior to one of their

concerts. Photo by
Mark Bowers.
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Hypnotizing the crowd.
(top photo) Country star
Clay Walker entertains a
crowd of nearly 1,350 in
Gross Memorial Coliseum

on April 13. Photoby Mark Bow-
ers.

Dynamic opening act.
Canadian native Michelle
Wright warms up the audi-
ence before Walker’s perfor-
mance. Photo by Mark Bowers.
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two-steppin’
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““We really got into the music and
started dancing around.”

ountry fans two-

stepped to Gross

Memorial Coliseum

for the major concert
of the spring semester.

On April 13, country music
star, Clay Walker, entertained an
audience of close to 1,350, Eric
Tincher, University Activities
Board advisor, said.

“It was more exciting than I
thought it would be,” LeRoy
Kreutzer Jr., Hays freshman,
said.

“We went to his concert a
couple of years ago, which was
good but we thought this would
be about the same. It wasn't at
all though because of all his new
songs,” Kreutzer said.

Walker’s ‘96 tour called
“Hypnotize The Moon,” fea-
tured all of his top singles from
his debut album, “Clay Walker,”
and the follow-up, “If I Could
Make a Living,” to his latest

release, “Hypnotize The Moon.”
Walker got the crowd going by
improvising words to songs such
as “Finally made it to Fort Hays
State.”
“We really got into the music
and started dancing around,”

Jodi Duncan, Abilene senior, said.

“Clay Walker is very cute, cuter
even than his pictures.”

Hays resident and university
alum Jennifer Jaeger found
Walker’s performance, “ener-
getic,” and was duly impressed
with the opening act, Michelle
Wright.

“I saw Clay a couple of years
ago when he opened for George
Strait. He was really good then
too, but I also liked Michelle
Wright. She seems like a neat
person,” Jaeger said.

Wright who described Walker
as “great” and a “good guy” to
work with had also toured with
Walker previously.

Wright said she has “enjoyed
many successes” in her home-
land of Canada but is relatively
new to the United States.

“We've had Americans com-
ing up to Canada as stars for
many years. This is new for
Canadians to be welcomed to
America and enjoy the success
that we do,” Wright said.

Wright won “Top New Fe-
male Artist” in America in 1992
with her album, “Now and
Then,” featuring Wright’s favor-
ite song, “Take It Like A Man.”

Wright congratulated the
university on the basketball
team’s national title, “Yeah,
Tigers,” she said. “That’s really
impressive.”

Walker also expressed his
congratulations on stage. He
had learned of the Tiger’s 34-0
season while golfing prior to the
show.

“Wow,” he said.

writer kari sparks
designer melissa chaffin
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Is

debating the

SUCS

“There is a lot of participation in organizations,
but those organizations do not have direct contact
or a voice in Student Government.”

s election year gathered momentum

in anticipation of November 1996,

two university students announced

their intentions to enter the annual

Student Government Association
presidential race.

James Jirak, Tampa junior, and Chad Nelson,
Lincoln junior, each announced their intentions
at their own press conferences and began speak-
ing to organizations, posting fliers, decorating
the sidewalks and participating in a debate.

Jirak’s vice-presidential running mate was
Melanie Peters, Albert junior, and Nelson'’s
running mate was Terry Bruce, Pretty Prairie
junior.

Though two other candidates filed intent-to-run
forms, both Ryan Buchanan, Council Grove junior,
and Travis Crites, Idalia, Colo., junior, withdrew
prior to making formal announcements.

Among issues, Jirak’s platform was based on
a desire “to better the whole university.”

He appealed to the needs of the students
stating SGA did not belong to the few select
students involved, but to all students across the
campus. He also said he did not want to ad-

4?2 Student Life

dress the issues during his campaign, but to get
elected and do his work from the office.

“We are not here to serve our own interests.
We are just normal students, and we want to
give SGA back to the students.”

Nelson, on the other hand, came out strong on
the issues, publishing his promises on posters
designed to target those viewing them. In the
residence halls, Nelson wanted to explore reno-
vations. On the main campus, Nelson wanted to
continue renovations and explore the possibili-
ties of a food court in the Memorial Union.

On the issues of SGA, Nelson proposed reap-
portioning senate seats to include representa-
tives from organizations as opposed to already
apportioned seats by department.

“There is a lot of participation in organiza-
tions, but those organizations do not have direct
contact or a voice in Student Government,”
Nelson said.

Eleven days after both candidates formally
announced, the waiting was over. The Nelson/
Bruce ticket was victorious with a total of 380
votes to the 319 votes received by the Jirak/
Peters ticket.

writer rebecca schwerdtfeger
designer melissa chaffin



PROHIBITED  IN

THIS  ROOM

Announcing their candidacy. Presidential candidate Chad Nelson and vice-presidential candidate Terry Bruce

discuss the issues prior to the Student Government Association election. Their team won by a margin of 61 votes. Photo
by Matt Shepker.
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the cost of

Graduation

“I didn’t have a problem with the $20, but I wish
they would have told us what the fees were for.”

ap, gown, tassel, announcements, diploma, graduation
memorabilia. Graduating meant more to students than
completing their final semester and walking across a
platform to receive their diplomas. It also meant pur-
chasing the necessary items that go hand in hand with

graduation. And the costs added up quickly.

Even for a student to graduate, a $20 degree completion fee (or
$30 for someone graduating with two degrees) was tacked on to
registration fees when they enrolled in their last semester. This
money was for the costs of diploma and cover, rental of cap and
gown, postage for mailing diplomas and brunch for degree candi-
dates.

Danielle Watkins, Hoxie senior, said, “I didn’t have a problem
with the $20, but I wish they would have told us what the fees
were for.”

On top of the payment to the university, students wanting to
invite family and friends to share their moment of completion, had
to spend additional money on graduation announcements. An
“economy” package which included 25 announcements, custom
note cards and etiquette seals cost $43.95. Additional packages
could be purchased with more announcements.

Some students discovered creative ways to save money. Many of
these students designed their own graduation announcements and
mailed them out to family and friends.

Other students spent money on receptions and motels for their
families and friends.

Graduation day, May 11, regardless of the costs, was a day worth
striving for. Those who dawned caps and gowns that Saturday
morning were creating memories to cherish for a lifetime.

writer and designer melissa chaffin
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Applying his education. Graphic design major Brian Schwerdtfeger, Hays senior, designs his own graduation
announcements on the computer in an effort to save money. Photo by Matt Hoernicke.
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An array of profiles,
each with their own unique story,
which provides a glimpse of the

varied university personalities.
—The 1996 Reveille Staff
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having already

them some in-

them what to

A cultural adjustment:

Minority student advisor Quentin Choice acted as role model

“My first semester here, it was an adjustment period,”
Quentin Choice said, his deep, baritone voice echoing off
the walls of his office. “Up to mid-terms my first semester
it was like, ‘I wanna go home, I wanna go back home.””

The story sounded familiar. In fact, most freshmen
could testify to a similar feeling of loneliness.

However, in the case of Choice, and other African-

Americans like him, this cultural shock intensified

“With me

because he attended a predomi-
nantly white university.
According to Pat Mahon,

registrar, minorities made up

been through
it, I can give

little more than 6 percent of the
university’s total enrollment,
with African-Americans com-
prising a mere 1.6 percent of
sight and te]l s
As a result of the low enroll-

ment, most minorities, whether
exp e Ct. i 7 His;aanic, Nati.ve American, or

African-American, underwent a
major adjustment period when they arrived. Choice
attested to this fact.

Choice, who served as a minority student advisor in
the Kelly Center, grew up in Aurora, Colo., a suburb of
Denver with a population of 218,000. For him, the adjust-
ment to college centered on size as well as familiarity.

“When I first came here, I didn’t know a soul,” he said.

“What helped me out was just meeting people. Once
you make friends, it'll be all good for you,” Choice
concluded almost forcefully.

The uncertainty of five years ago was gone; words of
understanding flowed smoothly out of his mouth. This
understanding helped Choice, who graduated from the
university with a bachelor’s degree in sociology, land his

position at the Kelly Center. Within the framework of his
new position, Choice hoped to help other students adjust
to college as easily as he had.

While his main role as an advisor was to provide
support and assistance, Choice also reported monthly to
the Diversity Awareness Committee on issues which
affected the African-American students on campus. He
also served as advisor for the Black Student Union.

“My job is just to help them (African-Americans) out
any way that I can, basically. If they have problems with
school teachers, personal problems, social problems, just
whatever it is. . .or to help them adjust here, because this
is all new to them.

“With me having already been through it, I can give
them some insight and tell them what to expect, or what
to do, or just how to adjust here to make their lives here
more enjoyable.”

According to Mahon, adjusting can be difficult, espe-
cially on a predominantly white campus. “Think about
the transition or adjustment coming to a predominantly
white campus, if you're not from that,” she said. “We're
not trying to foster segregation; it’s just that there’s a
comfort zone, there’s that transition, there’s that new-
ness.”

Choice agreed, “If they (African-Americans) come talk
to somebody else, they might not feel that comfortable
with them. But they probably feel more comfortable with
me because I know where they’re coming from.”

Choice also worked for the Admissions Office recruit-
ing African-Americans. One could begin to see the two-
fold nature of his job. Advisor and admissions representa-
tive, counselor and salesman, comforter and motivator.

“They see me (as one) that did it, that graduated; then,
they’re like “Oh, I can do it too. If he went to this school,
maybe I should check it out; maybe it ain’t all that bad.””

*Writer Rod Smith
*Designer Melissa Chaffin
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battle together
every Saturday
morning on the
starting line.”

More than a team player:

Athlete Summer Vann's daily activities kept her running

6:15 a.m. Beeeeeeep. One eye opens slightly to catch a
glimpse of the alarm clock. Rather than push the snooze
button and roll over, Summer Vann jumps out of bed,
dresses in her practice clothes, hops in her car, and crosses
campus to Gross Memorial Coliseum for an easy morning
run along the dike.

7:30 a.m. Vann, Lakin senior, crawls back into the warmth
of her bed to catch one more hour of sleep.

As the only Tiger cross country team member to qualify
for nationals in November 1995, Vann deserved her extra z’s.
After nabbing the last qualifying slot at the South Central

Regional in Alamosa, Colo., and
“We go to

claiming all-Region honors, she
finished 55th out of 130 runners at
the NCAA Division II National
Cross Country Championships in
Spartanburg, S.C.

As a senior leader on the cross
country and track teams, Vann had
an impressive record which began with the “Most Improved
Female” award as a freshman in cross country. Other honors
included co-Most Valuable Player in track as a sophomore;
Academic All-American for three years; Rocky Mountain
Athletic Conference champion in the 400-meter hurdles; the
cross country Top Tiger award as a senior; and a member of
the university record 4x800 and 4x400 relay teams.

As practice for the indoor track season began, Vann
admitted she preferred cross country competition.

“I like the team aspect of cross country better. Track is
real individualized. You get to know everyone on the cross
country team so much better because there aren’t very many
of us.” Grinning mischievously, Vann added, “We go to
battle together every Saturday morning on the starting line.”

Her teammates enjoyed Vann’s humor. In fact, Chandra
Russell, McPherson sophomore, said Vann was one of the
most fun people to run with.

“She’s always cracking jokes. She has this poem she
recites every Halloween called the Black and Gold,” Russell

said. “It’s not really the words that are funny; it's just the
way she does it.”

8:30 a.m. The alarm clock rings and again Vann mechani-
cally jumps out of bed — this time to get ready for class.

9:30 a.m. In Rarick Hall, Vann practices teaching an
elementary reading lesson to a class of college studentsin a
techniques class. An elementary education major with a
minor in speech pathology, the future Miss Vann has no
doubt she’s in the right field.

1:30 p.m. Vann sports her practice clothes once again as
she heads to class before joining her teammates for a “hard”
five-to-eight-mile run.

Coach Jim Krob said he recruited Vann because he knew
she was not only a good athlete but also a good student.

“She’s what I call a quiet leader; she leads by example,”
Krob said. “She’s been a strong force for us for the past
several years. I wish I had a dozen like her.”

5:15 p.m. Vann and her roommates cook supper: their
usual . . . Mexican food.

One of her roommates, Shara Kechter, St. Francis junior,
said Vann’s spontaneity made each day in their three-
bedroom house near campus a new experience.

“She always comes in the door after practice, and if one of
us is cooking supper, she yells, ‘Honey, I'm home!’,” Kechter
said. “It’s good living with her because she sees the funny
side to everything.”

In spite of her comical personality, concentration was the
key to life, and especially running, for Vann.

“When you're in a race, you try to keep your mind in it
and not psych yourself out. Most of the time I just tell myself
to keep up with them because I know if I can keep up with
them, I can usually out-kick them in the end,” Vann said.

7 p.m. Vann takes a time-out from studying to watch her two
favorite sitcoms, “Seinfeld” and “Friends.”

“I'm not really ready to graduate and be an adult. I'll miss
seeing my teammates. Maybe eventually I'll miss the competi-
tion.”

10:30 p.m. Vann crawls into bed for the night.

sWriter and Designer Melissa Chaffin
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Beyond athletic excellence:

Academic counselor Carolyn Bird led athletes to academic achievements

On Feb. 14, 1996, 172 student athletes at the university
were recognized, not for their athletic accomplishments,

but for their academic achievements.

It was a special night for academic counselor Carolyn

Bird, who had helped initiate this night of recognition six

years earlier. Bird started the Academic Excellence Award

as a way to recognize and fight common stereotypes of

athletes.

“It just sort of lets the faculty, the rest of campus and
the other students know,” Bird said. “It makes a differ-

“That’s part of
my job, too, to
make (student
athletes) see
that this time
here should be
used to prepare
for the rest of
their lives.”

ence that they know that we
have this many student athletes
and that over half of them have
(a 3.0 GPA or higher).”

Bird did much more than
recognize academic achieve-
ment for the student athletes.
She served as a liaison between
the athletic department and the
faculty and administrators on
campus. Also, student athletes
who were having problems in
classes or with professors went

to Bird for assistance.

“On this campus, that doesn’t happen very often,” Bird

said. “Usually, it’s just a misunderstanding on the

student’s part, or there’s just been a miscommunication at

some point, and it’s usually very easy to work out.”

However, if it appeared that student athletes were
being treated unfairly, Bird did not hesitate to fight for the

student’s rights. Bird’s actions also showed her compas-

sion for the student athletes.
“I have driven here in the middle of the night and

looked something up on the computer to make sure that I

wasn’t wrong,” Bird said, referring to a question of

eligibility.

Keeping up with the NCAA regulations and guidelines

was a large part of Bird’s job.
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“You have to keep track of all that,” she said pointing
to an inch-thick book of revised regulations on her desk,
“in order to make sure that the kids stay eligible. The
school can be hurt, but the worst thing that can possibly
happen is for us to make a mistake that would make a
student ineligible,” Bird said.

“I didn’t know one rule when I came here,” Bird, who
received her master’s degree in 18th-century intellectual
history, said. “I knew nothing...I don’t know how you
would prepare for the job besides doing the job.”

But what Bird did know was the faculty vantage point.
After accepting her position as academic counselor, Bird
still taught a history class each semester.

“I was on that side,” Bird said, “and I saw some of the
problems. And I try to keep my hand in teaching so I
understand the faculty side of it too.”

Karah Dankenbring, Bird’s student assistant for three
years, recognized her commitment for athletes’ success.

“She is caring, compassionate and works hard to help
other people,” Dankenbring said. “She wants people to be
successful, helps them to achieve goals, and is willing to
talk to student athletes about anything.”

According to Dankenbring, Bird became something of
a "mother-figure” for many student athletes.

Tom Mahon, who worked with Bird on compliance for
all student athletes, referred to her as a “sounding board,”
someone who student athletes could talk to when they
didn’t feel comfortable talking to their coaches.

Bird’s initial interest in student athletes stemmed from
her own family’s involvement in the Foster Parent Pro-
gram in the mid-1980s, a program that matched up
student athletes with host families.

“That's part of my job, too, to make (student athletes)
see that this time here should be used to prepare for the
rest of their lives,” Bird said. “The habits they develop
now are the habits that should carry them through when
they have a job, or a family, teach them responsibility,

self-discipline and to be proud of their achievements.”

o Writer Rod Smith

* Designer Melissa Chaffin
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Breaking bold barriers:

Instructor of sociology Robert Scott was not the typical professor

Robert Scott liked to break barriers.

How else could one account for a person who shared equal
affinities for MTV’s Beavis and Butthead and John Wayne?

Scott, a 30-year-old, dual citizen of Canada and the United
States and father of two, was hired in June 1995 with the
understanding he would develop a Justice Studies program,
which would eventually culminate ina criminaljjustice degree.

So Scott spent his summer

When you met working out the curriculum

him in the hall’ and a proposal to take to the
: Board of Regents.

he was llkely to Apparently he spent part

of his summer decorating his
office in Rarick Hall. To walk

into it was an experience in

greet you with a
casual “What’s
up?’ or the even
more colloquial

‘Hey, dude.’

eclecticism, but it also told a
lot about the man.

From a poster of hockey
player Pat LaFontaine, and a
small picture of Martin Luther
King Jr.,, to a picture of Brian Mulroney, prime minister of
Canada, and a four-foot poster cut out of a Royal Canadian
Mounted Policeman, Scott’s diverse interests were evident.
Add to that more sports posters, the Kennedys and John
Wayne. A Beavis and Butthead “Frog Baseball” T-shirt also
hung on the wall and provoked comments like the following:

“I'm a big Beavis fan. Ilove that show...itjust kills me. Kids
don't idolize that. They realize that they’re a couple of turds
sitting ona couch doing stupid things. Nobody wants to be like
Beavis or anything,” Scott said, as music from the band Green
Day came from a nearby speaker.

As if juxtaposed for emphasis, Scott’s diplomas hung di-
rectly above the T-shirt.

It wasn't just Scott’s office which set him apart from the
other professors though.

Whenyoumethimin thehall, he waslikely togreet you with
acasual ‘What's up?’ Or the even more colloquial ‘Hey, dude.’

Not necessarily the typical professor’s greeting.

Shawn Pokorski, Haysville senior, felt Scott’s casualness
showed students they were “in the company of equals.”

According to Jennifer Thrash, Courtland senior, Scott’s
classes, like his office, were interesting.

“Not many people skip, because they like his classes,”
Thrash said. “He knows a lot about his field, but he teaches it
on the student’s level, not above their heads.”

But these barriers weren’t the ones Scott came to the univer-
sity to break. He was after institutional barriers.

Wichita State University offered the only four-year criminal
justice degree program in the Regents system and had cor-
nered the market on the major.

“We're trying tobreak a barrier herein that Wichita State, for
the last 15 years, has had this kind of informal arrangement
where they are tobe the only Regent’s school witha C] degree,”
Scott said.

If approved, the program would be housed jointly with the
department of political science, Scott said.

“With us getting this program, a bunch of the agencies have
already said theyre going to start moving towards requiring a
four-year (degree). A lot of them require the two-year now.”

According to Scott, the development of the new major was
a logical outgrowth of demand.

“There’s a ton of jobs, especially out in this neck of the
woods,” Scott said.

This demand was not just in the job market but within the
sociology department.

“We figure we're going to have 100 majors before we bring
in anybody from the outside, just people defecting from other
majors. We've got a bunch of inquiries from people at WSU
who would like to transfer who don't like to live in Wichita.”

Scott could relate with this fear of the big city.

“I don’t want to live in the big city again, that’s one thing I
don’twantto goback to,” Scottsaid, explaining his decision for
accepting the job at the university.

With this he took another drink of coffee. Setting his mug
down with a thud he said: “Kansas is interesting.”

It sounded like a perfect match.

e Writer Rod Smith

54 In-Depth

* Designer Melissa Chaffin



ILruUxkb HP5PLUS

GRS T 10 10A . 1A

FORD MrarLuo

'y B i
In-Depth 55
2




water and do-

Overcoming obstacles:

Non-trad. student Felisa Clair related life experiences to the classroom

Overcoming obstacles and breaking through stereotypes
was a way of life for 59-year-old Felisa Clair. This Natoma
junior, mother of five and grandmother of nine, decided to
return to school to prepare for the empty nest syndrome.

“I didn’t want to end up depressed like my friends
because my children were graduating from high school and
moving. Going back to school was a stepping stone to the
rest of my life,” Clair said.

Clair’s other life-altering decisions were not as easy as the

one to return to school. Clair was

“There iS NO bom and raised in the Phillipines,
. the sixth of nine children.
bluep r]‘nt. fOI' “I was brought up very militant,
life. I was ]ust and I think that’s what helped me
: stay straight. ”
teStlng the While living in a strict house-

hold, Clair also faced the harsh
reality of growing up “different.”

ing the best I
could...”

Even in the Phillipines, she was
considered different from other
Fillipinos. Her mother was
Japanese-Fillipino, and her father was a Spanish Moor.

Despite this ethnic obstacle, Clair felt she was always
received graciously by her neighbors.

“If you treat your neighbors the way you want to be
treated, it will ultimately be returned,” she said. “I think
people have problems adjusting because they are not
comfortable with themselves. We can all be brothers or
sisters regardless of color.”

Clair’s life was filled with obstacles, both personally and
professionally. She was first in her family to get divorced.

“There is no blueprint for life. I was just testing the water
and doing the best I could. I am now mentally stronger
because of the experience.”

Clair went on to boast, despite her divorce, she had been
remarried for 26 years. The support of her husband and
children enabled her to be successful in school.

Laughing happily, Clair said, “My husband was very
excited. At first, he was a little threatened. He would say,
“You're going to be like those other women who go to school
to look for a younger man.’And I would tell him, ‘Honey, if I
had wanted to look for a younger man, I would have done it
a long time ago.””

Clair first entered the university with aspirations of
becoming a nurse but soon realized she could not make it in
the program.

Reflecting, she said, “I truly thought that was the career
for me. I was depressed and did not know what to do. So 1
just decided to quit. I went to say my good-byes to Rose
Arnhold (under whom she had a class), and she gave me
that light bulb in my head again. She told me I would make
a good social worker.”

Clair, who eventually switched her major to social work,
felt there were no differences between non-traditional
students and their younger counterparts.

“The traditional students are so helpful and sometimes
take care of me. But most of the time, I feel like I'm acting
like a mother. I play like a mother and give a little advice. I
let them know they are not alone and that we all have to be
separated sometime from our mom and dad.”

Her experiences were helpful in her social work courses.

Amanda Sumner, Norton junior, said, “Her experiences
provide the students with a background in both diversity
and family issues. She is humorous, easy to get along with
and, most of all, she enjoys people. She is very enthusiastic
about her work and offers encouragement to others.”

Judy Caprez, assistant professor of social work, said,
“Because of Felisa, everybody knows that much more. Her
life experiences are an opportunity for others to stretch their
minds in social work.”

University life was beneficial for Clair.

“I enjoy interaction, socialization, learning and making
me smarter and smarter. I am an optimistic person. I've just
done the best I could.”

56 In-Depth
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End of a Millennium

The university’s
“Class of 1999”
will end a millennium
and begin another

an the class of

1999 entered college, they
had additional pressures
on them.

In addition to the usual
challenges of college, the
1995 freshmen class had to
make certain they didn’t
flunk any classes. If they
did, it would ultimately
prevent them from being
members of the last gradu-
ating class of the century.

Four short years would
see the dawn of a new
century and millennium,
and some members of the
class of 1999 felt pressured
to graduate before the year
2000 arrived.

“It kind of scares me,
because it puts a big re-
sponsibility on my shoul-
ders. But it does motivate
me to meet all my gradua-
tion requirements so I can
be a part of the last gradu-

ation ceremony this cen-
tury,” Allison Stull,
Natoma freshman, said.

Unlike classes before
them, the freshmen class
had an extra incentive to
take more hours so they
could finish in 1999.

However, for some
students, graduating
before the century’s end
was not a priority.

“The way I see it, the
last year of the century
will be reason enough to
party. If I also happen to
end my college career that
year, it will be all the more
reason,” Jason Myers,
Beloit freshman, said.

“It kind of sucks being
the class of 1999, because
I'd rather be the class of
2000 so I could be the first
in something rather than
the last,” Cassie Zodrow,
Selden freshman, said.

Writer Devin Strecker ¢ Designer Connie Ellerman
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Making the grades. Determined
to graduate in 1999, Jason Myers,
Beliot freshman, studied for a test
in his room in Agnew Hall. Photo
by Matt Hoernicke.
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'].—I:e buzzing of saws, the pounding

of hammers and the whirring of
motors reverberated through Davis
Hall as enthusiastic technology
students completed their projects.

The technology program changed
its format in 1994, which provided
additional advantages to students.
The program, previously known as
“industrial education,” was renamed
“technology studies” to better reflect
the evolving program.

“We’ve made some changes in the
department to reflect what's
happening with technology
nationally,” William Havice,
associate professor of technology
studies, said.

Although two year vocational
schools were a popular option for
students interested in technology,
some students wanted the
advantages of a four year college.

“Unlike a vo-tech school, a
university program allows students
to gain more all around knowledge.
But, the biggest advantage is the
social atmosphere of a four year
college,” Travis Vaughn, Rexford
junior, said.

University courses combined the
latest, in-depth technology theories
with workshop applications.

“What makes this program so
nice is that it offers students an
overall knowledge in many areas.
Students really learn and understand
all aspects of technology,” Christine

Power sawing.
Cory Post,
Ulysses junior,
saws a piece of
wood for his
clock. Photo by
Matt Shepker.

Nordhus,
Centralia senior,
said.

“I chose a four
year college
rather than a vo-

tech school

because the training is more in-depth
and offers more experience,” Cory
Post, Ulysses junior, said.

The department was divided into
four sections. Communications
technology taught drafting, design
and computer use involved in
vocational careers. Manufacturing
technology covered production
processes. Construction technology
offered training in the planning and
design of construction, as well as the
actual execution of a project. The
education section prepared students
to teach in areas related to industrial
technology.

According to Havice, the
department’s purpose was to
educate students in all aspects of
these vocational fields, which

prepared them for a broader range of

career choices.

Demonstrat-

ing. William
Havice, associ-
ate professor of
technology
studies, shows
students how
to run a graph-
ics program.
Photo by Matt
Shepker.

Best in the Profession

Students acquired skills at the
university they couldn’t
learn anywhere else

Writer Devin Strecker * Designer Connie Ellerman
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Tutors make an Impact

University students
had a chance to make a
difference in children’s lives

ohn* could never spell the word
correctly. No matter how hard he
tried, the word never looked right.

But then, a Y.E.S. (Youth in Edu-
cational Services) tutor helped him
overcome his difficulties with

64 Academics

spelling and other subjects.

The Y.E.S. tutors worked in
various schools throughout the
Hays community, providing help to
at-risk youth.

The tutors assisted the children



Writer Micha Habiger ¢ Designer Connie Ellerman

one-to-one by helping them in
math, reading, computers, social
studies and special projects.

When classes were over children
were allowed, with a parent’s
permission, to stay after school to
receive help with their homework
or to receive help with special
studies.

Y.E.S. tutor Sherrie Pokinghorn,
Dodge City graduate student, said,
“It is a wonderful program which is
needed in the public schools. It
gives (university) students a chance
to interact with the (unified school
district) programs. The interesting
part is that each day we are met
with a different challenge.”

Dave Basinger, Wilson Elemen-
tary School principal, was im-
pressed with how the tutoring
program had helped in the past
several years. “Several tutors have
reached the students in need. They
provided assistance to the students
who needed help that the teacher
could not provide to them individu-
ally.”

Janet Herrmann, Felten Middle
School counselor, said, “The tutors
are a blessing. They build friendly
relationships with the children and
have proved to be very helpful.”

Although not required to do so,
many of the tutors participated in
activities designed to help the
children build trust relationships.

The Y.E.S. participants were
required to fulfill five-six hours of
tutoring a week.

It all adds up. Sherry
Polkinghorn, Dodge City
graduatestudent, helps Megan
Staab understand her lessons.
Photo by Matt Shepker.

The Y.E.S. program provided
university students with a stipend
for their services. They learned how
to deal with gifted children and
students who had trouble with
school and problems paying atten-
tion. The tutors saw how tough it
was to teach students and to keep a
positive attitude while helping
them expand their learning. These
tutors learned to give positive
feedback when children struggled
to complete a task.

Heather Morrison, program
instructor, said, “The tutors are
effective and have helped the chil-
dren to increase their grades and
better understand their subjects.
The teachers are absolutely glad to
have the tutors and I am pleased
with the results.”

*Editor’s Note: The name in the story was changed to
protect the person's identity.
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Students for a Lifetime

Lifelong students
found a profession in
getting an education

Still studying. Seven-year student, Bob Opat, Hays senior, studied at the front desk of McMindes Hall.
Photo by Matt Hoernicke.
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M any students begrudgingly put in eight grueling
semesters at the university to obtain a degree. On the
other hand, some people “chose” to attend the university
for much longer.

Students who had been at the university for years said
they found their extra time to be a rewarding experience.
Bob Opat, Hays senior, said, “It is not always bad to
be in school so long. I am always learning new things

through various jobs and different cultures.

“My education was also prolonged because I changed
majors. One should keep going until he finds out what
he wants to do. You will end up happy that way,” Opat
said.

Opat’s reason for staying at the university for seven
years was not unusual. Many students who were at the
university for more than four years stayed because they
changed majors.

Noalee McDonald, Hays graduate student, spent six
years as a student. She completed two very diverse
degrees, one in math and one in sociology, and then
began graduate study in adapted physical education.

“As I went through school, I volunteered at the Asso-
ciation for Retarded Citizens. I fell in love with working
with people with disabilities in recreational settings,”
she said.

Like many others, McDonald decided to stay at the
university to obtain the credentials to work in her final
field.

Although furthering their education was the reason
many stayed, others stayed to fulfill social needs by
getting to know different people each semester.

Matt Taliaferro, Topeka senior, was in college for five
years. “I am here for the duration. I like the teachers and
the smaller school. An advantage is knowing every-
body,” he said.

“The people are friendly. I fit in. Living in the resi-
dence hall plays a big deal in it,” Opat said.

McDonald added, “I like the school. It is a nice size,
not real big and not real small. The professors know you
by name when you go to class. It is a friendly campus.”

“Get in and get it done while you can. Enjoy it, but get
your education,” Taliaferro said.

Writer Micha Habiger ¢ Designer Connie Ellerman
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“Without art, life would be boring,” Jon Swindler said. Photos by Matt Hoernicke.
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Serious about his Art

Art was an important part
of Jon Swindler’s life

66

E veryone should take art classes,” Jon
Swindler, Pratt sophomore, said. “Artisasimpor-
tant as math, science and English.”

Swindler was an art education major with fu-
ture plans to obtain a master’s in printmaking,
after which, he planned to teach artin high-school.

“Then, hopefully I'll getajob inauniversity,” he
said.

To prepare for his future, Swindler worked as a
printmaking lab assistant.

“I like working with the students. Ilike when
they ask questions. It gives me a taste of teaching,”
he said.

Swindler developed an interest in printmaking
after taking a class during the second semester of
his freshman year. His performance in the class
impressed hisinstructor, Frank Nichols, professor
of art.

“First he got me a job as a janitor in Rarick then
he asked me to work as a lab assistant,” Swindler

said.

Swindler helped students in the beginning
printmaking classes, made prints for other stu-
dents and out of town artists and worked on his
own art.

“My art is not really conservative, but it’s not
really shocking. I think I have my own unique
style, but it’s hard to describe because it’s chang-
ing all the time,” Swindler said.

Swindler said he spent close to 20 hours a week
working in the printmaking lab. “It seems likeI'm
always down there,” he said.

He said he felt it was important, like the instruc-
tors at the university, to focus on both his own art
and on teaching.

“Generally, I'm a fairly good student, but in art
I'm very serious,” Swindler said.

Swindler felt art was an important part of life.
For him, ithad been a part of his life since he “was
a kid,” and would be for the rest of his life.

Foreveryone else, well, “without art, life would

be boring.”

Writer Julie Long ¢ Designer Connie Ellerman
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A future in

“Ienjoy computersnow asmuch
as I always have, if not more,”

Clint Steiner said. Photo by Matt
Hoernicke.

C lint Steiner, Great Bend sophomore, saw
computers as his future. “The opportunities in
the field of computers are endless,” the com-
puter information systems (CIS) major said.

His interest in computers was sparked by his
enjoyment using them. That interest continued
to grow. “I enjoy computers now as much as I
always have, if not more,” he stated.

According to Steiner, “computers allow a
person to accomplish a lot in little time.”

The university’s strong CIS program brought
Steiner to FHSU. “I liked the program and the
low 17 to one student-to-teacher ratio,” he
explained. “It is easy to talk to the teachers.
They care about and know each student.”

Steiner believed the size of the university
allowed students to get involved in many activi-
ties. He joined Alpha Kappa Psi, a national
professional business fraternity.

As chair of the alumni committee for that
organization, he was responsible for organizing

70 Academics

Computers

Clint Steiner planned
his future around computers

the data base of the alumni
names.

Steiner liked being knowledge-
able about a subject which scares
many people.

He gained satisfaction from
helping others, so he took a job as
a computer lab monitor. He
worked 14 hours a week in the
lab.

As a monitor, Steiner assisted students, and
fixed computer equipment. “I learn new pro-
grams by helping students, which increases my
overall knowledge of the field,” Steiner com-
mented.

In addition to his major, Steiner worked on a
field of emphasis in leadership, through which
he hoped to gain qualities that would help him
attain a managerial position.

Because of the leadership program, Steiner
was able to obtain a summer internship.

“Ilooked in a brochure from the leadership
office and found information on different in-
ternships,” he remembered.

Steiner accepted an internship at DST Systems
in Kansas City for the summer of 1996. “I'll be
doing computer programming for the largest
mutual fund processing company in the coun-
try,” he said.

He hoped his internship would help him
understand more about the careers he could
choose, “as long as it deals with computers.”



“The opportunites in the (com-
puter) field are endless,” Clint
Stemé&: said. Photo by Matt
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S ometimes, a student and a professor just
didn’t click.

Their ways of getting information across may
have been different, or maybe their interpreta-
tions of what should be on the test were not
concurrent.

Either way, the problem of some student-
teacher relationships was solved with a unique
method of teaching in some university classes.

That method was team teaching, which
occurred when two or more professors worked
together to teach a specific course.

“Having a second professor in the classroom
keeps discussion at a higher level. This interac-
tion between teachers is giving the students an
advantage,” Eugene Fleharty, professor of
biological sciences, said.

The teachers involved with team teaching
had compatible personalities, making them able
to teach together.

The professors wanted to be involved in the
program and did not feel threatened by having
another teacher in the room.

“Students like it because they listen to two
different viewpoints from two different lec-
tures,” Michael Slattery, associate professor of

educational administration and counseling,
said. ‘

Team teaching brought variety into classes
that may have been just lecture.

“Team teaching gets a variety of approaches
into the classroom. It gets different expertise
and a better variety.

“This brings different styles of teaching and
learning,” Gary Hulett, professor of biological
sciences, said.

“We use a variety of teaching strategies,
including small group work, case stimulation,
role playing, and others,” Slattery said.

Each instructor knew what the other teachers
would be covering in class, and could make
sure their topics related.

“Team teaching helps because the other
teacher can begin the discussions, which helps
get the students to discuss more,” Fleharty said.

“It seems like students are more attentive to
descriptions of what takes place outside of the
classroom in education,” Slattery said.

“Team teaching has given students the oppor-
tunity to experience this. The students are
aware of what we say in class through their
experiences.”

More than one View

Students get two
different perspectives from
two different instuctors

Writer Micha Habiger * Designer Connie Ellerman
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“This brings different styles of teaching and learning,” Gary Hulett, professor of biologi-
cal sciences, said. Photo by Matt Hoernicke.
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Scheduling a busy Life

Jeanie Michaelis balanced
her life as a student, mother
and campus leader.

“] am very organized,” Michaelis said. Photo by Matt Hoernicke.
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A s she bowed her head, she smiled and
blushed.

“I don’t like to talk about myself. I'm not
trying to impress anyone. I feel really good
about what I'm doing and that’s what
counts,” Jeanie Michaelis, Hays senior, said.

Michaelis was a student, mother of two,
wife of almost 20 years, Mortar Board presi-
dent, member of Pi Omega Pi and an active
community volunteer.

Living a fulfilling and active life, Michaelis
spent many years staying home to raise her
two daughters.

“Even though I got a lot of flack from
people for choosing to stay home, I will
never, ever regret it.

“The best and most rewarding thing I've
ever had were the girls,” she said.

When they were older, Michaelis went
back to college.

Michaelis planned to receive a degree in
Business Education and get certified in math
and computers.

“My goal now is to substitute teach for
awhile so I have the flexibility to still support
the girls. I've always been very involved in
all the things they do, and I don’t want to
give that up.

“My focus has been to be a mom, and I
want to continue that,” she said.

As president of Mortar Board, a senior
honorary, Michaelis said the organization
focused on leadership, service and scholar-
ship on campus and in the community, with



children’s issues as the national focus.

“We helped with Toys for Tots, gave a
donation to Dream, Inc. and tutored at Wash-
ington Elementary during their after school
program,” Michaelis said.

Michaelis was also active in Pi Omega Pi.
The teamwork of her husband helped her start
the International Friendship Family program
on campus.

“This program was designed to match

several community activities.

“Two years ago, I started a program at
Wilson Elementary called ‘Popcorn Friday.’
We were able to come up with money to buy a
popcorn machine and every other Friday we
pop popcorn and sell it for a quarter a bag.

The money is used to buy books for their
library.

“It’s turned out so well that I think I have
almost every elementary school in Hays doing
it,” she said.

The combination of
daily activities made
Michaelis” days
extremely busy.

“I have to priori-
tize. I am very orga-
nized. I always put
the girls first. I'm not
willing to make them
pay because I've
chosen to go to
school, although they
have adapted well
and are very support-
ive,” she said.

“My focus has always been

on being a mom,” she said.
Photo by Matt Hoernicke.

International students with American families
so they could get together once a month and
the students would have a place to call home.

“This is such a neat experience. It makes
you open to new cultures,” she said.

Michaelis and her family also supported the
university.

“We like to attend the different activities
like the sporting events, the plays and the
Encore Series,” she said.

Aside from her involvement on campus and
with her family, Michaelis was also devoted to

Writer Gabriela Snystrup * Designer Connie Ellerman
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Hangin’ tough. Matt Hoernicke, Hays freshman, attempts to climb over a wall on
the Hays Adventure Program. Photo by Matt Shepker.
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Go on an Adventure

The Hays Adventure program
offered the experience of
a lifetime, right on the
university’s campus

; v hen students drove past the Hays Ad-

venture Program rope course, it appeared just to
be an ordinary obstacle course. But it was more
than it appeared.

The rope course, located next to Big Creek
between Stroup Hall and Gross Memorial Coli-
seum, served the university, community and
surrounding school districts as a learning expe-
rience.

“Although the course is fun, it was built for
direct application of team building, problem
solving and leadership development,” Stephen
F. Nolte, director, Fort Hays Educational Devel-
opment Center, said.

Groups from area businesses and schools, and
university classes used the rope course to
achieve a group goal, which was set before they
began the course.

The goals vary depending on the group and
what they want to accomplish, John Zody,

associate professor of health and human perfor-

mance, said.

The groups used low and high elements and
games, he said.

“The groups complete the low elements; then
as they become more aware of each other, the
group graduates to the higher elements,” Zody
said.

Nolte, who instructs leadership courses, took
his Introduction to Leadership Behavior class to
the rope course for a day.

“The students said it was the most beneficial
part of the semester, because they learned team
building and problem solving as well as leader-
ship development,” he said.

The opportunity to earn credit hours for
facilitating the course was offered through
Continuing Education, Nolte explained.

As a facilitator, the student worked with the
group to develop a goal, explained the course,
then supervised the safety of the group, Zody

said.
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Cheating for the Grade

Students were surveyed
to learn their views on
cheating at the university.

6 GI

can’t believe I waited until the last
minute to do my 10 page paper! What will I
do now?” Jane* whined.

“Use one of my old papers, and hand it in.
No one will know, and it’s not like you’d be
plagiarizing or anything,” John* offered.

According to Herb Songer, vice president
of Student Affairs, using someone else’s paper
as your own and taking credit for the work
was “definitely plagiarizing.”

Plagiarism, according to the The American
Heritage Dictionary, was “to steal and use the
ideas or writings of another as one’s own.”

Doug Kuhn, Victoria senior, defined
plagiarism accurately as, “the taking of some-
one else’s work without giving credit from
where you got it.”

“Some of it (plagiarism) is done by stu-
dents just not understanding plagiarism,”
Songer said.

A questionnaire answered by 26 students
revealed seven did not think turning in some-
one else’s paper as his/her own cheating.

“The problem here is no bigger than on
any other campus. This is a problem every
campus faces,” Songer said.

Although information related to student
plagiarism could be found in the Fort Hays
State University Student Handbook, The Univer-
sity Catalog and the Faculty Handbook, it
seemed few students knew it.

“There is no specific policy about plagia-
rism (on campus). It’s all lumped together
with academic honesty. Basically, it’s up to
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the instructors to decide the punishment,
unless their individual departments have a
specific policy to follow.

“Students may receive “U’s” for their
papers, they may have to re-do the papers,
they may be asked to drop the class, or they
may be removed from the class,” Songer said.

According to the Student Handbook, any
student who felt he/she was unfairly accused
of plagiarizing could appeal his/her case
through the academic appeal process and was
assured due process.

Wendi Rogers, Eskridge junior, thought
plagiarism was serious.

“As a writer, plagiarizing is the same as
bootlegging. Why should someone else get
credit for something I did?” she said.

Several students, including Jana Copp,
Beloit senior, agreed with the penalties for
plagiarizing.

“The students should be penalized by
either getting a “U” on the particular paper or
by getting a “U” in the class,” she said.

Other students disagreed with Copp.

“Make them write another story and
maybe drop them a letter g