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Side #1 = 3 3/4 ips. v

Interview by Eula G. Davis on July 16, 1960 at Cclby, Kanses.
Interviewee - Vern Heer Kca

0=-5 Introducticn.

=13 Establishment of Sons end Daughters of Soddies, Inc., at Colby, Kans.
14-24 Family history.

25-76 Sod houses and pioneer life.

77=131 Schools, activities, subjects, war=s, weys of teaching.

132-139 Geme - Fox & Goose.

140«143 Other early games.

144-159 Teaching reminiscenses.

160=198 Dust bowl days and stories.

199-201 Song titles.

202-203 Cradle song - "Birdie, Birdie In A Tree."
204-211 Song - "No Place For Me, The Crcwded Town."
212-219 Names of gemes playedin early days.

220-231 Song - "An 01d Grey Mouse,"

232-261 Prarrie birth of twinds anc their early years.
282=285 "Mad Stone" stomech hair balls and their use.
286=328 Guns found end used in eacrly Vest.

829=358 Items in collection of interviewee - powder horns.
369=373 Root cellers or storn cellers.

374=398 Tornados.

Part I1I
Mrs Mable Bruster Sears of “olby, Kansas, irterviewed on July 16, 1960.

399-420 Introduction.
421-440 Tegon trains or covered wegors stopping &t father's h-me.
441=458 Dust sterms ‘n 1911 eand agein in 1930's.

459-470 Dust storm memories spcken by unidentified mane

471-482 Song = "Mr Frog Lived in a Vell."
483-488 Sonz -« "I Can Handle & Nusket."

Mrs Mery Vlesk Pfieffer of ¥ilson, Kensas, on July 20, 1960 at Fort Hays Keanseas
State College.

489-498 Introduction.

499517 Marriage custonse.

518«535 Song - Ah, Lovely Meadows."

53€6=554 Song for singing and dancirg with msenin-s = "Scarecrow."
656=579 Thanksgiving and Christmeas festivals and foods.

580=632 Family history end early schooling in the old country.



Side #1 (Contin =d) 3 3/4 ips.

Interview by Dale Anderson on Januery 2, 1561 at Protection, Kensezs.
Interviewee: Mrs Leona Blanch Tcwner, Mr Manfred Ernest Deany of Protesction,

633=F44
645=T71
T72=78T
788=816
817=857
858=506
90T7=8359
540=568
969=-974
975=end

Side #2
000=020
021=032

end

kwf

Clark County, Kenses, st Protection, Kensas.

Introducticrne

(Mr Demny) - "s=rly deys - indians, getting sébtled, 1886, and scares.
(Mrs Towner) - Free Renge in Clark and Comenchee Countys.

Prarrie fires.

Cyclone damage - recent.

Coyotes.

(Mr Denny) Yall tales - Jack Rebbit ditives.

(Mrs Towner) Jack Rebbit drives.

Grasshoppers.

Grasshopper story retcld by Dale #nderscn as told to him by Mr. Denny.
3/ 3/4 ips.

Seme story as cm end of side j1 completed.

Story of early gas stetion ownmer when cars first app-ared on the road.



Song or Story Information, Form C

1.

Informant's name:

2_. . Date

JULy 1O, L

3y Informant's name of song or story: L. Record or tape Number
. C lace ior e in the OCrow ed oum
5. Standard name of song or story:
Does not recall any other
6. Where and how did informant learn the song or story?
srents as sme when voung folk would get-te-gether
7. Approximate date of learning:
.J‘.i}‘:.?‘—’r .,-.I .' ! 'l-._:
8. Has the informant seen the story or song in print? Yes No.
(Where and when)
9. Was song accompanied by a game or dance? Yes No '
Describe:
10, Instrument used (if played in a special manner indicate):
11, Special explanations of the song or story by informant:
'o keep the young men down on the famm
12. Remarks

Collector's name:
nla G, Davis
Address

Colby , Kansas

jye)

=)




Song ----"No Flace for Me in the Crowded Town"
4s given by=--- Verney A, Kear,, Colby , Kansas
No place for me in the crowded town
With gloomy houses high
With lengthy streets of dusty brown

And pavements hard and dry.

Where every boy must bounce his ball
Upon his neighbors ground
And every shout and every call

Disturbs the folks around,

I'1]l plow and sow and drive my team
Before the rising sunj
Then swim and sail on silvery streams

When all my work is done,

I'm bound to be a farmer boy
With life so grand and free;
I'11 live the life that I enjoy

50 a farmer boy I'll be,




Song or Story Information, Form C

| 1. Informant's name: 2, Date
r, Verney A, Kear July 16, 196
3 Informant's name of song or story: L. Record or tape Number
Birdie or Cradle Song
5. Standard name of song or story:
oes not remember any opher
6. Where and how did informant learn the song or story?
earned song as a child,.Mother sung to him as a cradle song
7. Approximate date of learning:
letween 1097 and 1900
8. Has the informant seen the story or song in print? Yes No.
(Where and when)
9. Was song accompanied by a game or dance? Yes No
Describe: S
10. Instrument used (if played in a special manner indicate):
11. Special explanations of the song or stary by informant:
sunz o the little ones during rest periods or at bed time.
12. Remarks
Collector's name:
fula G, Davis

Address l f: lest 5th St.,

LOLDY , LAIIS&S




Song --- "Cradle Song"..."Birdie!

Birdie, birdie in a tree
Come and sing a song to me
S5ing it loud and sing it long

S5ing to me a pretty song.



Song or Story Information, Form C

.

Informant's name: 2, Date

Verney A. Lear vk

1y 16,1960

3.

Informant's name of song or story: L¢ Record or tape Number

onsie! a cradle song

34

5.

Standard name of song or story:

Where and how did informant learn the song or story?
earne S0If 25 & C..-..... s 84100 4 UnNg UL cYe

=

Approximate date of learning:

Between 1 ’(Y and

Has the informant seen the story or song in print? Yes

No.

(Where and when)

9.

Was song accompanied by a game or dance? Yes No X

Describe:

10,

Instrument used (if played in a special manner indicate):

11.

Sp901a1 explanatlons of the song or stoary by 1nformant'

Biz favorite of hig @andrhis brothers and sisters when small
\1so swposed to have a moral, udLﬁ;snolrhm“.athmﬁ and care for their
children, never leave them wunprotected,
12. Remarks
Br, Kear said that he was so singer so he just gave the song as a yme, couldn
give the tune,

Collector's name:
rs, bula G, Davi

A&dress

140 west Sth St,.,

Colby,

Kalnsas




i

Song -- ‘'llousie"
As given by Verney A, Kear,

An old gray mouse

Once had a house

A1l made of leaves and grass
And every Bay at work or play
Her time would gaily pass,

Chorus:

Mousie, mousie, you should watch your children,
lMousie, mousie, you should stay at home,

One day this mouse

She left her house

With all her young ones there
She left them home

ind all alone

#ith no one to take care,

Chorusi,.e«s

Long came a boy

With thoughtless joy

He found those little mice
And in his hat to an old cat
He bore them in a brice,

Choruss,..

The old gray mouse

Came to her house

With all her visiting done
In much distress

She found her nest

With all her loved ones gone,

Chorus:...

Colby, Kansas



Song or Story Information, Form C

1. Informant's name: 2, Date ,
8. el Brewster Sears J1l PR

3 Informant's name of song or story: L. Record or tape Number
o) J.J.ur ong=- used as- crad ile song

Standard name of song or story°

Does nobt recall other than..The Iroggie Song'

Where and how did informant learn the song or story?

earned from her mother as sung her 2 child

Te Approxmate date of learm.ng
orn in 1880~ so learned in early'cO's
8. Has the informant seen the story or song in print? Yes No. X
(Where and when)
9. Was song accompanied by a game or dance? Yes No g

Describe:

Instrument used (if played in a special manner indicate):

10,
11. Special explanations of the song or story by informant:
me of the favorite songs sung by her mother then in turn sung to her Swn childrgn
her grandchildren and now to her greatgrandchildren,
12. Remarks

Collector's name:
fula G, Bavis
Address Colby , Kansas




SOng.s by.. Mrs, Fred Brewster Sears

Mr, PFrog Lived in the Well

Mr, Frog lived in the well
La~fo-lu-de~le-de~la

Mr, Frog wished to have a wife
La-fo-lu-de-le-de-la...

He saddled his horse and rode for his 1ifé
lLa-fo-lu~de~le-de=la,,.

When he got there , he rapped on the sill,
la-fo-lu-de-le~de-la,..

Says lady mouse, "Will you come in?
la=fo-lu~de~le-de~la.,..

lLa~fo-lu-de~le-de-la,..



Song or Story Information, Form C

1. Informant's name: 2, _Da_te

3. Informant's name of song or story: L. Record or tape Number
" B8an Do Anything r Man can,..

5e

Standard name of song or story:

~a= ot rece:

Where and how did informant learn the song or story?

Approximate date of learning:

7.
8. Has the informant seen the story or song in print? Yes No.
(Where and when)

9. Was song accompanied by a game or dance? Yes No
Describe:

10, Instrument used (if played in a special manner indicate):

11, Special explanations of the song or story by informant:
J[sed as a cradle song

12. Remarks

Collector's name:
ula avis

.

Address Colby , fansas




Song or ithyme...

I can do anything
by... Mrs, Mabel Brewster Sears

I can handle a musket
;nd T can smoke a pipe,
And T can kiss a pretiy girl

At ten O'clock at night,



Song or Story Information, Form C

Informant's name: 2, Date
- .l ' ...__JJ

abel DBrewster Sears July

Informant's name of song or story: L« Record or tape Number

'HobDY oY sSe*( 1ide

Standard name of song or story:
l_._'_";:‘ .' T~ Iyrr 'C:,

O DY

Where and how did informant learn the song or story?

1er mother |

Approximate date of learning:

1000ts

che eal -_1_._'.!_

Has the informant seen the story or song in print? Yes

No.

(Where and when)

\onld not remember

9.

Was song accompanied by a game or dance? Yes No

Describe:

’hile singing the séng she would place child on her foot an
lown. had several verses so would sing as long as her sirenguon

0.

Instrument used (if played in a special manner indicate):

11,

Special explanations of the song or stary by informant:

action to entertain toddlens

12,

Remarks

Collector's name:
Hula Te LA L




Songz or Hhyme...
The Hobby Horse
) Sung by Mrs, Mabel B. Sears..Colby Kansas

No music used...

Giddy-up,giddy-up, you old hobby horse

Give us a ride to Banbury Cross

Had two bright eyes, and his coal was dapple gray
His mane was made of straw and his tail of hay.

S ek
v [ Do Lt

There are other verses but not recalled at this time,
May be able to get them later,,,

Eed



Song or Story Information, Form C

l. Informant's name: 2, Date
Mrs, Nary Vlce feiffer wly 20, 1f i
3, Informant's name of song or story: h. Record or tape Number
5 Standard name of song or story:
th, Lovely I eadaws
6. Where and how did informant learn the song or story?
ILearned from mother, when a child i
7. Approximate date of learning:
8. Has the informant seen the story or song in print? Yes g No.
(Where and when)
In an old music book
9. Was song accompanied by a game or dance? Yes No
Describe: e
10. Instrument used (if played in a special manner indicate):
11, Spec1al explanations of the song or story by informant:
pecial explanations given on tape,
12. Remarks

Collector ! S name:

'] a | '\'—' =1
VLS e < o JAVLS
Aqlc_lress ol
1440 West 5th 5t., Colby, Kansas




Song~-- American Translation of --Czech Folk Song
On Tape Recorder..Sung by... Mrs, Mary Vlcek Pfeiffer ,,of Wilson, Kansas

Ah, Lovely leadows

i

Ah, Lovely lMeadows, green and wide,
Grasses are growing,grasses arc growing
Ah, lovely meadows, green and wide
Growing so higg on every side, ley!

Chorus

Water from mountain flows, llelted from winter snows
Turning it gaily goes, circling the maple tree,-

Water from the mountain flows, melted from winter snows,
Turning it gaily goes, calling to me, Hey!l




BUs0p10h12v0s0b3T10U10Us10HP2727C8Us0p1 0h1 2v0=0b3 |

Vern Kear at Colby narrated about family pioneer life and sod houses
recreations, dust storms, etc. Very good and clear. Mentioned songs
sang, games played, children born plus other interesting avents.

Mrs. Mabel Bruster Sears relates of wagon trains and covered wagons
stopping at father’'s house also dust storms plus songs sang good and
clear.

Mrs. Mary Vleck Pffieffer talked aboul marriage customs. Songs sang
and dancing. Thanksgiving and Xmas festivals and foods. Family
history and schocling in old couniry. Bohemean people clear.

Mr<. Lions Blanch Touner soft spoken and nol too clear. Spoke of
earlier days and hardships feud between (=age Indians and soldiers.
Mr. Manfred Ernest Denny related about fires earlier days. Also
about cyclones destruction, raisin turkey and catile, killing turkeys
« Unknown man narrating about earlier days and killing rabbits.

Me. Manfred E. Denny- In 1874, grasshoppers overflowing. [Guinees
gohbled them down. Then too many grasshoppers and ran for cover.
Filling station manager s experience - boys stealing gas. Home
interruptions. Unidentified man called John told tales of fi1elds anid
corn. Plenty of cornbread, sow belly, squash chicken, plumbutter
made, smoked hams took 6 weeks to cure, potatoes stored in the
tellar. In 1894, courted lady on horse, married her. Cost %2 to
hring in baby then by midwife. The mother also worked to fix as
doctors did.

Mr. Denny related how to make sod houses. Recreation and box suppers
Mrs. Sears related about horse riding and making rugs and pillows
with down feathers.
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