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| 9549 Mrs, C. Eligzabeth Stout interviewed by Ward Patterson on March 30, 1959
Al Hays, Kansas. 3 3/4 speed.
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8=32 Homesteading in Ellis County

33-L7 Mire in Hays and surrounding area
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The following f&Sa tape recorded interveewdwith Mrs. C. Elizabeth
Stout of Hays, Kansas and Mr. John A. Dinkel of Victoria, Kansas. These
interviews are being taped at 3 1/2 inches per eecond on dual track
recording by Ward L. Patterson. The first is being recorded on March
30, 1959; cthe second May 12, 1959. The first at Hays, Kansas; the second
at Victoria, Kansas.

I. You were telling me a lictle bit about how youxhappmmb happened
to come out to Hays® and would you...?

N. Well, my father was originally a civil was veteran. And there,

at the time of the Saltana he was on the boat returning home from

the war and the boat exploded. And his back was injured by the smoke
stack falling on it and burning him between the shoulders. And after
that, he never could work at his trade which was stone mason and brick
laying. And finally he had to go, took up clerking in stores. And %
;;;aéi-his ability to be a very fluent German speaker} ﬂe always carried
his customers from one store to another. Then he was advised by Mr. J.

started

U. Milner&,who had came to Hays and smgkXed in the real estate businesg

/a Liia

to take up the homestead out here =m® also a timber”plefme: And in 1877
]&C aifes
he came out here and took up a—hundred-smd—sixty acres homestead and =
s eo ala-

hundred and sixty acres of timber" p&aea four miles and a half northwest
of Hays. And a, had 15 acres of kamHx plowed land, plowed. And in the
fall of '77 he had that planted to wheat. And the summer of '78, he
raided the largest crops that had ever been raised in the Eounty of Ellis.
For 38 bushels to the acre. I'll take that back, that should, 32 bushels

{ 3& PR

to the acre . And that is how, he wrote to my mother then to pack her
clothing and come to Haysm. And that's how we came. And we arrived in

Hgzs August 21, 1878,



I. Did you come out on the train or did you. . .?
we leFY,
N. Yes. Took us three days. We started Sunday night at 5xB8 o'cloc%{
and we got here Wednedday morning at 1 o'clock. From Kansas City on up
they had to fight their way through because they had a hot box.
I. Oh, they did.
as
N. And the train didn't travel kkak fadt %m those days.

I. You were telling me.

N. I say, have you got it turned on?

I. 'Yes.
et
N. Well, I wanted to takk to you first. At the time & kkx one of
in
the fires =k Hays swept the south part of Hays and part of the north

7

$here was a large prairie fire out in the country just a mile away from
where my home was. One of our neighbors took his little child, wrapped
it in a blanket, and carried it out onto the wheat field. Later on his
granery and 500 bushels of wheat was burned. He went out to lookﬁgiﬂﬁis
child and found that the blanket had quite a number of spark holes in it,
but the child was uninjured. Mr. Stout had left the houseg and had told
me to walk out if the fire came over the hill, to walk out onto a fﬁ e
But the sparks fell right on the porch but never caught. And at the last
draw, they finally managed to put the fire out. And in that way, our
horses, who had been turned out, were not injured.

T How was thisﬂﬂg ﬁﬁg%gijl fi g z 7

. § how did the fire get started?

N. From a burning straw stack.

I. Uh, Huh.

N. In 1882x% when I was a young girlﬁhere in)going to school here in
town, the soldiers got into a fight on north main\SCreet. And there was
some shooting. One of men living on the south side of the railroad track,

took down his guns and shot) @And accidencally shot one of the colored

soldiers, Afterwards, the soldiers came back and tried to burn the town

J

o
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#nd did set a fire. And quite a partFwas burnt.
H\Q.@d"(
i/\cl_yﬂgf N. well, if you want that story I'll give ¥§ to you.
|
I. OQOkay. Just start off om it.
N. Yeah, he was working there about 10 miles north of Salina.
I. This is one of your cousins? /”iﬁi/a
Thex 's '
NERxxxk e one of my cousins, yeah, yeah. That was Mike Koan. <Hels
# Koan rather. And a, so a, they had to go about 10 miles more north,
put up some hayx from the farm there. Ah, they's going back and forth.
And a, one day theyk®g was out there putting up hay. And my cousin, he
C*ﬂs s s ;
was, was on the hayrack. And the boss, he was picking up hay. They
loaded up hay and tock two loads home every night when they went home.
AP
Went up there early in the morning and then af afwaya figured the time.
It takes so long to drive home. So they loaded up and took two loads
home., But one day he was out thégfx loading hay and just as he's a
1

sitting, the boss hollered, ' ,there's a snake!" And they, both of

them was barefooted, they didn't use shoes. And so he j(%q,,z;‘gd up

Aife
that pitch forkxkkmxm of hay there. And Hallard says, 'Michael,

come down here!" He says, '"That samake bit me.'" Well, he s=¥xx just

rolled off the hay rack, went down. The boss pulled out his knife. He
{ ¢ SeyS, P
says, ""Gut off that toe." He says, "That's the toe?%kat snake bit in there.
vé]&"f/’\‘ e a7 \
Haxgaxsxx{x''No," he says, '

A

[ can't do that. "Ah no,wi zouldn't do it."
""Oh, come on," he says, '"do it and do it right nogggé¥§§? that ever

gets in my blood." '"No," he says, "I can't do it." He says, "You're

a strong man. You're quite a bit stronger than I am, and you could

kill mﬁ if 3%d ? put, cut off your toe." So ffnally he sayg, '"No," he
says, "ﬁgigﬁié;“é(éggai hurt you a bit." L'Welli. H;:iﬁz{ he says,''I can't

do it." Well, finally the boss says, "What do you like to see, see me

die here or cut off my toe?" Well, when he said that why a, he says, "Oka;,ﬂ*f St

FPrE9+



Y I'11 cut it off." So he got him. He laid down and crawled in between

these spokes of the wheels, the wagon wheels, and he clamped them in
his head
and turned his legs around, sit on top of his face, amdx=zxkd. And took
that knife and cut that toe off. He was hollering, oh, he was hollering,
But still He kept on a going. Cut that off. Add when they had that
cut off, they kinda scraped some of that leather on their harness and
put that stuff on there and stopped the blood. And they had a, hand-
kerchief wrapped that up. Well, then, after that they loaded their hay
then went on Yep.
and merRgxkexEx  home. ¥axk
I. They took care of it?
N. They took care of it. Yep. Next day they went out putting up
hay. And a, one time, you al¥ways had to go out early in the morning
WL
afrer the cows. And sometimgs you got a, the horses&ere out there too.
Well, he got so used to it he knew just where to walk. There's a rock
=
in the hill and a rock on top of hill, a great big rock laying on top of
the hill. And he wlways wakked on top of that a rock and looked where
wene

the cattle was at. &o a, we seen them whereﬁthey was at. Well, one
morning he walked out there. And he didn't think of anything else. He
just done his morning prayers. He always done that when he walked out

there and pmayjers. And a, he walked upj;and when he was standingx on top

of that rock there, it started to move., He looked down, A&nd there was a

great big snake rollingaround. Itwas a}jﬁ wrentoaned A nies ;r;-,,,-_zt,'ﬂg;? /f.a A7 ;Q--pf'/cacj
| o *"7\_&- ' '
And a, he was lucky enough, Hk was 3 He didn't have no
shoes. But he was lucky enough, and he jumped o6f. And that snake
Ao f..ffi ] » .
égﬁfitﬂg é} coming ug%ead first. Hex And he grabbed a rock and hit the
snake just below the mouth. And then he killed it after that. The next
morning when he walked out there, he stopped and looked befere he stepped
on that rock.

T I’%et he did.

/“/57.4 B. Yeah, h-;;
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{gf recorder
I. Why don't you since we have’the xEEsxHiXwy goingy now, why don't

you tell a little about this train weeck again so we'll have it on tape.
I was kinda of interested in that, about your father and how. . .
N. These two men there?

ell
I. Yeah, why don't youixé&kxxx that on tape.

N. well, this a, €hat was in the ﬂl90's there, the first part of
A

05
he ﬁﬁéiﬁiﬂa, 1890's., The a, my dad and one of our neighbors, of course,

that was before my time, so they two of them came together and startéd

to talking. They wax, they was looking for help doww in Salina to work

for the railroad. So another feller;which I don't know his name any-
more, he wasn't, he got into with them. And so they walked down to

Salina. And when he came down, then he started to work for the rail-

- hi ba
road company there. And that time it waig'g &ne Packfic. It was
3 st 955
through the, I%recall the name now. Well, whatever it was, it's now
J”.’:ﬂw Iﬁﬂ" . 7
—uRder=the Pacific. So they's been working there for a short time. jell,
they was laid off. HXAnd after they was laid off there, why a, they
. eNRs ks >
didn't receive their right away. They had to wait for théir

checks. But they didn't want to stay there and wait for that. So they
wERe
made up their minds, they™se going home. And a, they figured they'd

walk., My dad had a little money but a, inhis mind he didn 't feel that
he could ride a train and let the other two buddies walk. So my dad
he Say™ rd
told them, the other two, tieedmd, “wéll, ride a freight train." He says,
there
"We'll go up there by the railread xxamk and watch that freééght. And a,
we'll catch three different cars." He says, "I'll take the first oneﬁcDWEL

you take the second' and you take the thitd. But be sure g.y4 ytkuéf’?¢%4--F%P‘

oits katrain
aPout ¥EM$w=wwid. So a, when that luwe = xkENg was about ready to leave,
¢ hke €
why khat 211" 0f them went out there and kuxskss lined up . £krxe
75

And a my dad took Che=f¥rst car, got up there. He looked around. The

other two wasn't up there yet. They missed their car. And the train then

was going too fast for him to go down there. ©®o he stayed on itf
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til he got down Brookville. And there that train =ctopped. So a, he made
up his mind. He suys, "1'd better et off." He says, "I'm riding this
train and my two buddies they have to walk, &o it isn't right for me,"
So he got off and a, that train and sat down in the corner there, ﬁhe
depot there in the dJdark and went to sleep. And he kept on a sleeping
there until next morning. And a next morning he woke up why he looked
east =11d he looked west. And he couldn't see his buddies. Finally, he
thought, well he, they might have passed already. I just start out

. :Agu;omk. ;j;i dZ#*; :
walking.” Sag, maybe they passe If not, why they're gomna catch
up with me anyhow. So he walked until he got up, up to that curb there,
right a, ah a little ways west of that town there. And that whol= g
dog gone train was laying down there. Everything; engine, caboose, and
all cars was laying #mwm there. Well, heipassed that up. He just walked
by. And then finally he thought, ,ulfT;*q}m two buddies must be, must
bi gone. So I just decide I want to walk éiifzéigxh. And he walked
éﬁ;iﬁggeaa, and finally he noticed something way up in front on the
railroad there. And these two buddies of his, why they walked slow and
fﬁjﬁﬁi;;;; looking for Andrew. When they came up to that, that train
wréack thefe, that morning, they never stopped or never sleeped that

JhRoush

night).dbhey just walked the=o¥d... Nhy+h§icame up to that wreck. vhy
they searched every car along that rail there that was laying down there,
looking for Androw, their buddy. But Andrew wasn't there. Well, they
knew Andrew must have been dead. why that wreck they had there why a you

couldn't get out alive. 8o when they was past the engine, why both of

them started to pray for Andrew now because andrew was dead so we\\have

to pray for him. And we'll walk home and tell the bad news then. So
finally when they was walking slow there, then a and still had ctheir

minds on Andrew. He might still, still might be alive, but never can

tell. %ﬂiﬂ finally they seen him coming. Of course,they didn't know



\
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him at the start. But as he came closer, they noticed him. And they just

about started to ecry, on_account that they met again khExmx

on the railroad there. And then they walked on home all the way. And they
agsked Andeew, ¥Hmwx they says, '"How did you get out of that train wreck

without being killed tLhere d4nd without even having a scratch on youf"

= / 3 3
Wwell, he says,"I wasn't mwerR on that train.'" 'You went on that train in

s,lina.""Yes,I was on that train in S,lina, put when we came to that little
L%
town thereﬁ he says,“l didn't feel that I should stay on that." He says,
Y
¥ musximekknx ikt Xemkxtietx "I was feeling you buddi-s shouldfhave

to watk and I was riding that teaineasy. So, I just got off, sat down
£ U‘" im &-{""\—j{"‘\ a2 | i

in the corner{'and went to sleep. Well, they says, "We've just passed
during the

through that town xkexe ggnight." Well, when they came home why they tDld

the story around home here. And finally they says, ''Well," he says, "He
aint
hope our prayers zxEmxx lost." They'd be as good for somsbody else.

1. -glad i
8 4 Biégﬁbedchame out all right. What did the early settlers do

: : : ? 4
for entertainment? 2 2
N. Well, they didn't have no entertainment. Well, they builded a

building or a house or something like that. Why a, they usually came to-
gether and helped these neighbors and friends. They came along and helped.
And when they was finished, that person usuall}y got a keg of beet. And
that was their entertainment and a paymentJégaéggiﬁfQQKIF ﬁf{jé{ labor.

. . help
The a, there wasn't anything like a you'd have to hire‘ a feller to wmxkx

yow build a house or so. In cases, they had to hirerR a man for a/kouple
of days maybe, a carpenter who done the carpenter work, most of kkxthe
best things,xkeggxgh¥rgrx the main things.

I. Would they be making the dod houses® usually then or a. . .7

N. Well, yes. It start in the sod houses. But then later on, they
started on the building of these wood houses., On these wood houses, they

[
had to have a little carpenter to help along”/r&hat carpenter maybe had
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a hammer and a sww and maybe one the old feur-cornered nails. He made a

chisel out

usexpixaxink of that. And when he built his window frames, well he tool

that chisel made out of an old iron nail and cut that groove in there be-

low where the siding\suppose to go in.after they put on the siding. Well,

then the door frames, he made. kR They always fict. Always something
Qui*

about them that wasn'thstraight,but then you'll see them sowadays, too.

I. Well, then how about their threshing then  vnen they had their
wheat? How did they go about that?

N. You mean this country here?

I. Yeah.

N. Wwhen they put up their harvest, their wheat there, they stacked
it up in stacks. They had a, oh at first they had a two, three, four

] Aeudéf

neighbors came together and maybe bought a machine, heather machfne. And
a then they cut that wheat together. The farmers didn't farm much wheat.
only alfnot too
RXAYXRREXKER many acress So a, they made that round. They cut this
farmer's wheat and the ooher and so on. Alldthese pitched #f in and cuc
together. And then when the a, thqfwheat was seasoned enough to thrash,
the a, two went together. They had some outsidee come in with a thrashing
machine. Of course, there's some machines around here too. They had a
couple of them around here. There's still one of them up here north of
Walker.

Oh

I. Mey, uh, uh.

N. Ya, there's still a mabbine theee north of Walker. Of course,
that wash't one of the first ones. And when they started to pibch their
wheatxin front of the machine there, they would go through the machine.
They had eight, ten to twelve horses each to a rig there, oh say about a,
ALhe machine. And that do hickey there in German

Cell o st

we call it a horsebower; but in English I can't now.

40 feet or something off
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I know the name, but I can't call it., So this do hickey there, why a with
these horses, hitched two behind each other. It was a round thing. Theyy.
this, there was a driver right in the middle, standing on the platform,
And he started these horses going around¢§Eround§éaround there. And there
was a big rod or a big cop wheel first right under the platform, great

big one. And below there was this small cop wheel with a pipe on there.
End that pipe whknt clear up to the machine. And on that machine, there's
the a, thek, pipe there had another cop wheel there, the other end. And
would éﬁl& the machine. So this big cop wheel drove, drive this little
one. And that pipe driving these two cop wheels there. And that drive

the whole machine there, with these horees. And then they started to
pitch in their wheat. And one man, or a woman or whatever it was, he
always had to be on the side of the machine. The a, this wheat there, didn't

h w L] {\\ %
B8 up, Rr# it was all Chrashed andicleaned out . It didn't up in

e|edaye(,
the sLha%# It came downy 4nd came out on the side below the machine there.
And they had always kmxax two bushel baskets there or rather half a bushel
pails, the)tad. And they a, a feller always had to watch that. Just as
soon as one of them was full why he pulled that out and set anoLher one
under there. And then he put that wheat in a sack. Somebody hagd had to
be therex with an empty sack am#t to put that wheat in. And they usually

| ek,
put in three ﬁffﬁ?é?three half of bushelt of wheat in one sack, carry o

S&e, So they, when he had these a bushels and a half of wheat in chere,

/_-_

why he put that on a_wdgon. Wwell, he had to take another sack and put

--"/-‘/
L in. —#1T11 that up that much . So when they had their wagon‘ loaded

there, how many sacks they wanted on there, well somebody took that wagon,
drove it up to the granery. Of ®sourse, we didn't, they didn't eall it
granery. They called it a umback,

I. ©Oh.
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N. ¥Yeah, So quite a few of these graneries there, they had a door
1
Neak
on the outside,and they had a dnor‘ od preEtyﬂclose to the road. And

the steps on the outside walking up there. And these farmers they just
with

took these sacks mk wheat on their shoulders andecarried up on these

steps and dumped it down in the granmery. [i2y never thought about that

they could dump that in down below. Theg always carried that up, And
e

sometimes they wé; thrashing by the sack, so many bushels in the sack.

That's what they have to pay their thrasher man. So they usually was trying

2 AU dgk

to get one man to tie these sacks. They mxukd always hat two bushel in

a sack, And they had only but one man who could really tie a sack right

close to the top. And this man, when he was available he usually received

oh say maybe $.50 a day just tying these sacks. 0 ybe somgfarmer gave
&4 overall ornpants.
him esessaxamkiax It wasn't overall cthese daysf 4+ was pants. Just

for tying these sacks. Why these sacks, there was two bushel in a sack;

and when he tied them, he always had two bushel and a half in there. So

=
bt
these farmers there“ﬁ§§ he gained that much. 8o he could have sPent(;LeE MOdej

- Heaf-
muxgg)u T it took. (7772127)
1 Well, how about the schools in the early times? *~id they have..?
How were their schoold fixed up? 3 ;
Vefy /e , veRy / 7% ;
N. hbllf they haddly didn't have no schools. Wett;,thex—did,...
7 &
—regu.i-a-'_—]:r..% 77
I.. Mostly, they just spent the time on the farms then?
N. Mostly. Yeah. Yeah. They went to school, well all they learned
these days our people,%ﬁggi was German. And they had a couple of months
we
of school, but a, where gRkmyx lived.
I. Do you remember any songs that you used to sing either in German
or English? Around?

N. Well, we used to sing that, oh what you call them, a ludalia spespa.

I. Can you sing it for us right now?



/7 55~/

11

N. No.

1, Oh, you better tty.

N. Oh, no. When you sing that, you got #o have a couple of fellers
together.

I. You got to have a couple?

’y" J" h }(.

N. Yeah* One got to be a leader. The other.....

I. Oh, I see. Do you remember some of the words' or the chorus,
c:t’d

that you know? Bo you remember what the chorus was ' or the words?

N Ohy ;ean, I remember some. when the aboller was snitch behind

blinging -7//‘)’ b T ! Vb Iﬂ/ ﬁ;EAQ/m/UY /7
. ke
ﬁﬁﬁﬂ""\{:}l made a mistake. I shoulldi have started #t different.

I. Should have started in a different spot?
N. Yeah, that's part of it.
can

I. That's part of it there. What in English, =mmwkdxyou tell me a
little of what that means in English?

N. Well, in English that means something like this. This preacher
bLhere, why he wanted more money. And so he kinda of made up a song. And
it starced out at first. In my German ke I've tried to explain here tunat
should have been pretnear the last. The preacher says, '"Now farmers if you
don't give me anymore pa;ﬁll won't sing anymore of the wespers for you.

)P\
Well, finally the farmers made up their mindﬂ ; give him a goose. So
when he had that goose there, whﬂajiﬁe says, "That's something." 5 } le_gard
[ bt I p
*FﬁaL e enounh1 Jgot to be more. Well, finally they made up theftr mind;

they gave him a hog, a pig. “well;’he says, ¥®maxs' "' That's something, but

still that's not enough.'" So they made up their mind to give him a cald.

Qkkllﬁ he says, '"That's helps along, but still there's got to he more."

Well, they made up their mind. They gave him a cow. Well, the cow was

pretty good. Why he could use that. He could milk that cowp and have

milk, cream,puiRlhert, We conkd wak dRet  Auk oS ke we

%“"“;ELW 3,}( Ve 0l o Tu& ANRAL

Y\
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Well, he saysgele a, farmerd$ there came together and talked it over. He
" .\tk‘? Trs 1 A " - 3

says, "Wy noL\give him a horse, yet. So they gave him a horse. So that
preacher started out. He says, '"The farmers, they a, they gave me a goose.
The goose, he's got a.Elat foot. Then aiter that they gave me a pig. The
pig's got a split foot. And then after that, why they gave me a calf. And
he says, ""The ca&&d@'h&lleted 'maaaaa!’ And he says, "Agter that,' he says,
““they gave me a mkmw cow.'" He says, "I was satisfied with a cow. I got

use out of that, but that cow always hollered "mooocoo'." And he says, '"The

they
hosse they gave me to sell." He says, "But I know X should use that money

for the drink and drinking whiskey.'" He says, '"That's the only placenl
0

should spend that moneyx to have a good time is on whiskey."  AndAthe
preacher said, "That's what I'm doing."

I. That's the song then?

%wm
N.” Yeah, that's about it,
I. Sounds like that would be a lot of fun to sing.

N. ©Oh it is. It was. Itwas. Real fun. Yeg sir.

1. }bgathere anykRkmg other songs that you remember that you used

to sing*or heard sing? M_X@h

N. Well, we used to have songs whicnﬂyou would talk here. !E
would start it out at one end of the town. Well, one of them done the
taading. Well ne says,''Was you ever at this man's house?" Called him by
name. And the otherd§ makdxmm of the, says, "NoR, we've neveébeen.' ;:J{
they walked on. Sothey just walked one street down3 Fheocher street up.
QhﬂPé%any streets as there was and always kept on a singing. Vuas you evel

1
by this family heeég And the other says, "No,we've never been." And then

the next fellow why, the next house why a was you ever by this family?

"No, we've never been.'
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they walked on

streel up, as many stre there was. And s kept on a singing.

L e L —wElve———8M
Was you ever by this family here® Add the o ays, '"No, kX never been."

And then the n

e,-the next house why wégiﬁzﬁ:gfe;_hxﬁisifhhl

I. Just as you went by the house?

Hl

N. t by the house eah .
i . 4 H 3 '* abt‘;ﬁ’

I. Uh huh., On this first song,pyou were telling gs just a minute ago
when Hid you especially sing iﬁ} Do you remember anytime that you...?

N. Well, we usually sing that in the fall.

I. Uh hah,

Bee, o ) , uﬁu{

N. Most times. When webout a farming, en we was out farming,pwe
had
kHHx different farms. And these days we bogs, not just we but%g%etneer
all boys, they had to go out on a different placd farming. And then we

bachelors.
was kaxkxkkexm We batched. And I usually had to do the cooking. And in
the evening espaeeially on Sundayd, Sundays evening when we didn't have
anything to do, well a bunch of boys got together out on the farm way out
i~
in the open hhere, an&)there's the place where we most of the time sing
there. Especially one phhce there, it was, well it's a place. 1It's up in
the air base now. There's a family there. There's a little relation to
me yet. And we gsed to go there quite a bit and on Sunday nights or sog
when we was out there. And there was a time around 8 o'clock, something
iike that, this a, the children of their families they had to go in
<53 o

praying. Got to go in"house and pray ®he rosary, every dight. Of course
we had to do that at home toopwhen we was home. And when they was in
praying, why we usually started that song? @nd just as loud as we could.

And one of the bbys came out agiain, he says, "Whatever you do,"™ he says,

"don't sing that song xgaimrx¥ anymore when we have to go in praying."
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So we asked P i 27777227 "Well," he says, Hxmmr "yuuﬁour dad, he's a
great singer and,he likes to hear them songs, and he stops a lot of cimes
e ks wev . _ : :
S#ken Be praying and listen to ig out here. But then we have to kneel there
and wait til he prays again."

I. Do you remember any other songs® like that,ym that you might have
sung?

N. Oh, I wouldn't know just how. I wouldn't know any now. Oh, we
had quite a few of them, but still not....

I. They kinda get away from you?

N. Oh, yeah, yeah, yeah.

I. Do you rememberf:%) remember any cures that you might have had, that
were handed down, you know, for didferent things? When you got sick, did

especially

they try anything mmpesd@ak on you like turpentine or anything lkke that?

N. Well, yeah, you just say it happened that there was there once.
One night there where myseli and a buddy of mine, we was ruoning around
the yard. It was on my dad's home€§35: We was running around there, and
he wanted to catch me. And my oldest brothers, they ax put a fence, one
wire‘ fencey And it was up about oh three feet high from the Exmw ground.xd
And that buddy of minéﬁ?«'anted to catch me, and I just dodged him, And I
dodged the fence. And I hollered, '"Nick, there's a fence! Nick, there's
a fence! Nick lookout there's wire! " Well, he didn't hear me. So he
just run along into that wire. And he cut his face and ear. He cut that
ear in péeces there. And so we went up to the house. And we came up to
the house, oh blood was running all over. Weél, all they did%just
grat;oe;n old shoe and scraped the shoe sole, the bottom. Seraped that fine
leather off of that and put it on there. Couple of minutes, the blood stopped.

-ri%\&'\r2
Lv. T8 /Ehat 2

N. Yeah, yeah.

-SG9~/
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I. Do you remember any, well you mentioned kRkexe not too much enter-
¥Were
tainment. Xas there any games that you especially played?

N. Well, we had a game there where ijlayed. It was, oh we had a

=

stickex there. And &, Cﬁ!ﬁ%ﬁﬁmaybe four, five, six bgys or girls together
Ny " :

there. And weltook an‘ old tin ean. It, that kind of*™round lictle. And

a we had as many wholes as there was boys and girls there. And we had

sticks about oh three to four feet long. And we played thexe, that a,

b owias 1 the

that a, game we called '"Mousal! So we had one of them, W had to stay in
the center. And whoever hit that ca&there)and another party could get in
hole. Each one of them had a hole around the butside of theﬁxénter hole.
And he always had to keep his stick in there. And then the one in the
the
middle with %&s can there he hit that can. Eigher way, didn't matter
which way,but he hit that esan. And whereeer that can went through that
\

feller had to hit that can and so he% to go someplace else. And that

alo.
person in the middlet%when he had a chance, he just put his stake in this
fellow's hole there. So this man, boy had to go in the middle. And a
lot of times it took a long time before this boy got out of the middle.
Once he got out, off and on. And then we had another game. We called

Cared £Q = £
that ¥Rxkkkskmxx¥x 'eztlieer." So we took a round piece of woodN We cut

2" -
them off B& trees1ab0ut six inches long and about an inch andqhalf, two
{

inches thick, the diameter. Then we had a, let's see two, seven,.no, no,

w6 th YR

we had two ends. Seven on the west end and seven_on the east end. And
3_“ '.._LA:.;_L

they was apart about 20 sticks, something like that. AndAithere weee two

or four or ®ix players. Well, each player had a stick. We cut them from

the trees too. They was sticksabout oh maybe an inch or little over an

. M\A&“\\ﬁ‘,ﬁ(

inch tnichﬁ and about twotfeet long. Wedl we made ahe ring around thega,

them small sticks. We set them up. We Xigked laid one on the ground.

And then we set up three of them with the ends up on top of thet cone's

laying on the ground, back end down in the ground. And then we set, laid
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another two on top of themx and one M the middle. And sopboth
ends'szi the same. And then we tried to throw them out of that ring,
We throwed our sticks;what we had. And whoever had them all out first,
them short pieces of wood out of that ring, he won the game., Then they
had to change. They always had to change. Whemever somebody won a game,
they had to go to the cireld,but the parites on the east end had to go
west. And the parties on the west had to go east. And we played a lot of
“‘}Xw'&
that. And we phidyed that RXXKEX "Carnica." (VAnd we played that a, oh there's
another game. I can't call now.

/'!J”_r:aﬂ‘,z;r,,‘ /_:f:";t_ /u-‘& s
g & %you everfave=it plagdd?

Wi/
N. -Well, %;'still got it, ys®Ex yet now, what they playe® with these,

l:h\e e a wooden balls here that a.....
I.., Crochet is it?

\?J-\

N. Ya, crochet. Ya,"we played that. Ya, that one farmer up there
thex farm ismkkxkhkexexmsw the air base now, they used to have the black-
smiths out there too. And he was a real sport with crochet. And when
there was a couple of fellers came there, they had somefﬂow shears to be
sharpened. Well, finally he says, "Wnhy not go out there, and let's have

A [itHe
a game of crochet first." Well, so they went out and played’,‘-crocbht. And
[+

then they went back #n and sharpened ke shears.

I. Did they ever get in horse races like they do now with carszb

N. The horse raceéh,\':ﬁhereN was guite a bit. QOh yes. I‘here& gquite
a bit. .

)

I. Do you remember anytespecially Lhaégstukk in your mind?

N. Well, there's a myself. When I was a backelor, I used to bach

Lhere for 18 months. And boy I had some chickens and semm Imgsét"'“& O
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ThixkakexsuKEXEEKE I took a little cream or eggs to town. And one day I
toock cream te town and always when I drove to'ﬁbwn 1'd pass my dad's farm
and that day my mom, mother, she went along with ee. So we went to twen.
And I had a little colt, e my pony had a little smkek colt. And I
had that tied up right side of that pony there. I had that hitched up to
a one horse buggy. So one of the neighbor's boys came along,and he passed

Rt

me up. Well, I couldn't take that. So I just made up my mind. s says,
quite

"Pony, come on let's go.'" So he started ou., Well, wetraced
a bit. Of course, my mom stopped me. She says, ggi:i:&t(?;3§?i§ﬁlhat's
not the wayg to do it." She says, "Take it easy. Drive your horse slow.
You'll get home anyhow. Let him go,'" she says.

I. Well, back on this matter of cures, do you remember anything
else likewég;es for warts or rheumatism or things like that2x chat people
had?

N. Well, I had experience there mgself.

I. Oh?

N. This, that was in X¥8x nineteen hundred and seven or eight or nine,

- W
one of the three years now it was. I had my hands full of warts, Xmux of
theq,completelyjfingers and all. T couldn't wash myself clean anymore.
It wasn't possible. Well, one mormdng I started the medicine but I don't
know how é:b why I done it, I always had, in the morning I always had
to take mxxmxmf my pony and ride back in the pasture and™our cows and
horses. And there's some of that snake milk we'd call it. This grows
up straight; and when you break it, it's just like milk. And that mooning
there, I mever thought of anything at all, not a bit. I walked along, and
so much of that weeds there. And I just broke off a piece and started to
dip cdipped
EEE my REXEER warts. And I déd everyone of themx on my kasEm hand, on both
the

hands there. So I got my horse and went backx there, got inkm cattle and

horses. And’welh my mom had breakfast ready by that time. I went in there
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W
to eat. Of course, I washed myself there. And then we ate andpwant out

and done our farm work. Well, next morning I done that, the same‘ pith-

—

] PN !{\:\'{ 4w, ALY Y
pbroke ofifsome of that weeds and did my warts. Dﬁnd the thitd morning I'd 1.

=7 RTRTA
wanted to do £t then. I broke off a piece there and r to dip them.
il "‘l.'l “\1‘.\'\'\
ell, there wasn't a wa left on my hadd. They was gone; everybne of

o
out thinking of anything. I never thought of anything at all. So I {r“\ykk
: ok A

them was gone. And some of these boys, when they had these boils, well
some of them ®% just went to work and got one of these we used to call
them a horse plier. Well, we'd cut off the horsés hoof. Well, all they
did, they just took that plier kkmm and then reached around andjxmbbxsaat
boil off. Yes, sir.

I. Sounds like it would be pretty painful.

N. It was painfulx but for a short time. But then after thatjfé
was free.

I. When you had a cold or anything like that, did your mother give
you anythin!espeeially*ﬁ..?

N. well, when we had colds, why in these days they usually had
whiskey shipped in. And there's where we ﬁnﬁiﬁ'éﬁi our whiskey. So I
remember....

I. You never faked a cold, did you? You never put on like youx were
having a cold] did you?

N. No, nof*ﬁihen somebody was kinda sick like that with a cold or
something like that why we went to work and then got us a oh say a good
drink of whiskey. And then we put that in boiling water. Put a little
sugar in there. And then drink that just as hot as you could get it down
there. And then go to bed and cover upx mompletely. And stay there and
sweat. Well, if you stayed there umkxk let's say if you tdok a drink xk

like that in the evening, by the next morning you/ﬁg;N{iEEELy}fresh up.

Okay to go to work.

)~/ 54 —f
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I. How about dancing? Was there folk dancing or square dancing or
any kind of danecing then?

N. Oh, yes. Yes. But it didn't bother me at all.

I. Uh, huh,

N. I danced once{when I was a Kid. I was 13 years old. And my
oldest brother and sister, they got married. And there's a lady therg,

1 don't know who she was. I never knew that lddyx before,and I didn't

know her afterwards either. She grabbed me, and says, "Come on.'" She
o j Sei 5{
says, “WE'l5 have to dance oner.' I says, "No;jﬁot me." Well, she was

a strong ladg so what could I do? I had to go along. So we made three
rounds hhere. And after they quit playing for the third tige, why some-
body mentioned to me now you have to nxkxﬁétzgdxxixinnx pay the musicaans.
fou see, in these days they didn't hire the musicians. :The dances, they
always had to pay them.

I. Oh, I see.

N. And I told bhem, I says, '"Nothin' doing." I says, "I'm not going
to pay anything for.: I says, "I have to work too hard for the dance here
and pay on top?" 1 says, '"No," I says, "That's my last." And thqg%s“%&({s
where I quit. No, I never been on..gsggl take that back, I was on a danc
once. But I was there for something else. I wasn't there to dance. No,

I didn't go to dance§at all. Of course, we had wome dances, they was like

barn dances out in the countryy G&j’,_k>pq \[kgi\. Betdn town here
- L

they sometimes when they came together, they might dance a little in the
evening. But if the priest ever got around, that's toc bad.

I. I've haard the expression ''play party gamedbﬁ Do you remember if,
you ever familiar with something called\phhy party game?"

)
N. Well, there's play party games% but still I couldn't explain them
1 - ‘Cﬁm ‘HP

just the way we should. oy sge, we had one of them‘; HECi 4e /
ﬂbﬂv M&(A}‘ /'-{7(;!//7) '::%WL/ Ane ﬁ‘ LL-”Z'\.,Z@ (owudwz;

/~/ S5~/
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And we hit ™w on the back. Well, he had to guess who that was. Well,

if he couldn't guess it, why he got another lickin'.

iy E
el W i
got ‘WM< AN be blindfolded' -10 or 15 minutes before he ever

And sometimes he

got the right felleri‘M(hit him.
I. He might get pretty sore.

N. Oh ya. % ga.

I. Well, did they have these '"play parties" very often?

N. No, not too often. N"\“}‘ N
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The following are tape recordd interviews with Mrs., C. Elizabeth
Stout of Hays, Kansas and Mr. John A. Dinkel of Victoria, Kansas. These
interviews are being taped at 3% inches per second on dual track recording
by Ward L. Patterson. The first is being recorded on March 30, 1Y959; the
second May 12, 1959. The first at Hays, Kansas, the second at Victoria,
Kansas.

1. You were telling me a little bit about how you happened to come
out to Hays and would you. . .?

N. Well, my father was originally a civil war veteran. And there, at
the time of the Saltana he was on the boat returning home from the war and
the boat exploded. And his back was injured by the smoke stack falling
on it and burning him between the shoulders. And after that, he never
could work at his trade which was stone mason and brick laying. And finally
he had to go, took up clerking in stores. And because of his ability to
be very fluent German speaker, ne always carried his customers from one
store to another. <Lhen he was advised by Mr. J. U. Milner, who had came
to Hays and started in Lhe real estate business, to take up the homestead
out here also a timberclaim. &nd in 1877 he came out here and took up a
100 acres homestead and 160 acres of timberclaim, four miles and a half
northwest of Hays. And a, had 15 acres of plowed land, pkowed. And in
the fall of '/7, he had that planted to wheat. #nd the summer of '78, he
raised the largest crop that had ever been raised in the county of Ellis.
For 38 bushels to the acre. 1I1'll take that back, that should, 32 bushels

to the acre.

I. 32, uh huh.
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N. And that is how we, he wrote to my mother thnen to pack her clothing

and come to Hays. &nd that's how we came. And we arrived in Hays August

21, 1878.
I. Did you come out on the train or did you. . .7
N. Yes, took us three days. We left, we started Sunday night at

5 o'eclock and we got here Wednesday morning at 1 o'clock. From Kansas City
on up they had to fight their way through because they had a hot box.

I. Oh, they did.

N. And the train didn't travel as fast those days.

L. You were telling me.

N. I say, have you got it turned on?

I. Yes.

N. well, I wanted to talk to you first, At the time that one of the
fires in Hays swept the south part of Hays and part of the north, there
was a large prairie fire out in the country just a mile away from where
my home was. Qe of our neighbors took his little child, wrapped it in a
blanket, and carried it out onto the wheat field. Later on, his granery
and 500 bushels of wheat was burned. He went out to look after his child
and found that the blanket had quite a number of spark holes inm it, but
the child was uninojured. Mr. Stout had left the house and had told me to
walk out if the fire came over the hill, to walk out onto a pine. But the
sparks fell right on the porch but never caught. And at the last draw, they
finally managed to put the fire out. And in that way, our horses, who had
been turned out, were not injured.

I. How was this, that the fire, how did the fire get startced?
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N. ®rom a burning straw stack.

I. Uh hun.

N. 1In 1882, when I was a young girl here in, going to school here in
town, the soldiers got into a fight on north Main Street., And there was
some shooting. One of the men living on the south side of the railroad
track, toock down his guns and shot, and accidentally shot one of the colored
soldiers. Afterwards, the soldiers came back and tried to burn the town,

and did set a fire. And quite a part of it was burnt.

Second Interview

N. Well, if you want that story I'll give that to you.

I. Okay, just start off on it.

N. Yeah, he was working there about 10 miles north of Salina.

I. This is one of your cousins?

N. That's one of my cousins, yeah, yeah. That was Mike Koan, Mikel
Koan rather. And a, so a, they had to go about 1U miles more north, put
up some hay from the farm there. Ah, they's going going back and forth.
And a, one day chey was out there putting up hay. And my cousin, he was
on, was on the hayrack. And the boss, he was picking up hay. They loaded
up hay and took two loads home every night when they went home. Went up
there early in the morning and then a, they always figured the time, it
takes so long to drive home. So they loaded up and took two loads home.
Buc one day he was out there loading hay and just as he's a sitting, the
boss hollered, "Mikel, there's a snake!" And they, both of them was bare-
fooLed, rhey didu't use shoes. And so he chopped up that piteh fork of
hay there. #nd Hallard says, 'Mikel, come down here!" He says, '"That

smake bit me." Well, he just rolled off the hay rack, went down. The
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boss pulled out his knife. He says, "Here," he says, "cut off that toe,"
e says, "That's the toe where that snake bit in there." '"No," he says,

"Boss,'" he says, "I can't do that. Ah mo," he says, "I couldn't do itc."
"Oh, come on,'" he says, '"do it and do it right now,'" he says, '"before that
ever gets in my blood." '"No," he says, "I can't do it." He says, '"You're

a strong mani. You're quite a bit stronger than I am, and you could kill

me if I'd a put, cut off your toe." BSo finally he says, "No," he says,
"Mikel," he says, "I won't hurt you a bit." "Well" Mikel, he gays, "I
can't do it." ‘tell, finally the boss says, ""What do you like to see, see

me die here or cut off my toe?" Well, when he said chat why a, he says,
"Okay," he says, "I'll cut it off." So he got him. He laid down and
crawled in between these spokes of the wheels, the wagon wheels, and he
clamped them in and turned his legs around, sit on top of his face, his
head. aAnd took that knife and cut that toe off. He was hollering, oh, he
was hollering. DBut still he kept on a going. Cuc that off. And when
they had that cut off, they kinda scraped some of that leather on their
harness and put that stuff on there and stopped the blood. #&nd they had
a, handkerchief wrapped that up. Well, then, after that they loaded their
hay and then went on home. Yep.

I. They took care of it?

N. They took care of it. ¥Yep. Next day they went out putting up
hay. And a, one time, you always had to go out early in the morning
after the cows. And sometimes you got a, the horses was out there too.
well, he got so used to it he knew just where to walk. There's a rock in
the hill and a rock on top of the hill, a great big rock laying on top of

the hill. And he always walked on top of that rock and looked where the
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cattle was at. So we seen them where they were at. Well, one morning he
walked out there. #nd he didn't think of anything else. He just done
his morning prayers. He always done that when he walked out there and
pravers. And he wdked up and when he was standing on top of that rock
there, it started to move. He looked down, and there was a great big
snake rolling around. It was a, he mentioned it was something like 12
foot long. And he was lucky enough. He was barefooted. He didn't have
no shoes. But he was lucky enough, and he jumped off. And that snake
started to coming up head first. And he grabbed a rock and hit the snake
just below the mouth. And then he killed it after that. The next morning
when he walked out there, he stopped and looked before he stepped on

that rock.

I. 1'll bet he did.

N. Yeah, yes, sir,

I. why don't you, since we have got the recorder going now, why don't
you tell a little about this train wreck again so we'll have it on tape.
I was kinda of interested in that, about your father and how.

N. These two men there?

I. Y=sah, why don't you tell that on tape.

N. well, this a, that was in the 90's there, the first part of the
90's, L89U's. The, my dad and one of our neighbors, of course, that was
before my time, so they two of them came together and started to talking.
They was, they was looking for help down in Salina to work for the rail-
road. So another fellow, which I don't know his name anymore, he wasn't
he got into with them. And so they walked down tc Salina. And when he

came down, then he started to work for the railroad company there. And

w7
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that time it wasn't the Union Pacific. It was through the, I can't recall
the name now in those days. Well, whatever it was, it's now Union Pacific.
So they's been working there for a short time. 4ell, they was laid off.
And after they was laid off there, why, they didn't receive their checks
right away. They had to wait for their checks. But they didn't want to
stay there and wailt for that. So they made up their minds, they were
going home. And a, they figured they'd walk. %y dad had a little money
but in his mind he didn't feel that he could ride a train and let the
other two buddies walk. ©So my dad told them, the other two, he says,

"Well go ride a freight train." He says, "We'll go up there by the rail-
road there and watch that freight. And a, we'll catch three different
cars.” He says, "I'll take the first one and you take the second and you
take the third. But be sure and watch your step. So when that came, the
train was about ready to leave, why they all three of them went out there
and lined up. And my dad took his car, got up there. He looked around.
The other two wasn't up there yet. <They missed their car. And the train
then was going too fast for him to go down there. 8o he stayed on it till
he got down to Brookville. And there that train stopped. So he made up
his mind. He says, "I'd better get off." He says, "I'm riding this train
and my two buddies they have to walk, so it isn't right for me." So he

got off and that train and sat down in the corner there at the depot there
in the dark and went to sleep. And he kept on a sleeping there until next
morning. And next morning he woke up why he looked east and he looked west.
And he couldn't see his buddies. Finally, he thought, well, he, they might

have passed already. I just start out walking slow and maybe they're passed.



59~/

£r
39§
Fébem
19477
Ye. s

If not, why they're gonna catch up with me anyhow. So he walked until

he got up, up to that curb there, right a, ah, a little ways west of that
town there. And that whole dog gone train was laying down there. Every-
thing; engine, caboose, and all cars was laying there. Well, he passed
that up. He just walked by. And then finally he thought, well these

two buddies must be, must be gone. So 1 just decided I want to walk faster.
And he walked faster and finally he noticed something way up in front on
the railroad there. And these two buddies of his, why they walked slow and
always lokking for Andrew. When they came up to that, that train wreck
there, that morning, they never stopped or never sleeped that night, they
just walked through. . . Why they came up to that wreck. Why they
searched every car along that rail there that was laying down there,
looking for Andres, their buddy. But Andrew wasn't there. Well, they
know Andrew must have been dead. Why that wreck they had there why a you
couldn't get out alive. So winen they was past the engine, why both of

them started to pray for Andrew now because Andrew was dead so we'll have
to pray for him. And we'll walk home and tell the bad news then. So
finally when they was walking slow there, then a and still had their minds
on Andrew. He might still, still might be alive, but never can

tell. But finally they seen him coming. Of course, they didn't know him at the
start. But as he came closer, they noticed him. And they just about
started to cry, on account that they met again on the railroad there. And
then they walked on home all the way. And they asked Andrew, they says,
"How did you get out of that train wreck without being killed there and

without even having a scratch on you?" "Well," he says, "I wasn't on that

3R OO OO OO0 OO OO R X

train.'

"You went on that train in Salina.'" "Yes, I was on that train in
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Salina, but when we came to that little town there,'" he says, "I didn't
feel that I should stay on that." He says, "I was feeling you buddies
shouldn't have to walk and I was riding that train easy. So, I just got
off, sat down in the corner here in the dark and went to sleep." !'"Well,"
they says, "We've just passed through that town during the night." Well,
when they came howmn why they told the story around home here. And finally
they says, "Well," he says, '"we hope our prayers ain't lost.'" They'd be
as 'good for somebody else.

I. I'm glad it came out all right. What did the early setlers do
for entertainment?

N. Well, they didn't have no entertainment. Well, they builded a
building or a house or something like that. Why a, they usually came
together and helped these neighbors and friends. They came along and
helped. And when they was finished, that person usually got a keg of
beer. And that was their entertainment and a payment they had to make for
the labor. The a, there wasn't anything like a you'd have to hire a feller
to help to build a house or so. 1In cases, they had to hire a man for a
couple of days maybe, a carpenter who done the carpenter work, most of
the best things, the main things.

I. tWould they be making the sod houses usually then or a. . .7

N. Well, yes. 1t start in the sod houses. But then later on, they
started on the building of these wood houses. On these wood houses, they
had to have a lictle carpenter to help along. Too, that carpenter maybe
had a hammer and a saw and maybe one the old four-cornered meils. He made
a chisel out of thac. And when he built his window frames, well he took

that chisel made out of an old iron nail and cut that groove in there
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below wher the siding is suppose to go in after they put on the siding.
well, then the door frames, he made. They always fit. Always something
about them that wasn't quite straight, but then you'll see Lhem nowadays,
too.

I. Uell, then how about their threshing then when they had their
wheat? How did they go about that?

N. You mean this country here?

I. Yeah;

N. When they put up their harvest, their wheat there, they stacked
it up in stacks. They had a, on at first they had a two, three, four
neighbors came together and maybe bought a machine, header machine. And
a then they cut that wheat together. The farmers didn't farm much wheat.
Only a, on not too many acres. So a, they made that round. They cut this
farmer's wheat and the other and so on. All of these pitched in and cut
together. And then when the a, that wheat was seasoned enough to thrash,
the a, two went Ctogether. They had some outsider come in with a thrashing
machine. Of course, there's some machines around here too. They had a
couple of them around here. There's still one of them up here north of
Walker.

I. ©Oh uh, uh.

N. Ya, there's still a machine there north of Walker. Of course,
that wasn't one of the forst ones. And when they started to pitch their
wheat in front of the machine there, they would go through the machine.
They had eight, ten Lo twelve horses each to a rig there, oh say about a,
40 feet or something off of the machine. And that do hichey there in

German we call it a horsebower; but in English I can't call it just now.

£/ 5G9~/
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1 know the name, but I can't call it. So this do hickey there, why a with
these horses, hitched two behind each other. It was a round thing. They,
this, there was a driver right in the middle, standing on the placform.
And ne started Chese horses going around and around and around there.

And there was a big rod or a big éﬁ%?wheel first right under the platform,
great big one. And below there was this small ég} wheel with a pipe on
there. And that pipe went clear up to the machine. And on that machine,
there's the a, the a, pipe there had another éé; wheel there, che other
end. And would on the machine. So this big 35; wheel drove, drive this
liccle one. And that pipe driving these two éd; wheels there. And that
drive the whole machine there, with these horses. And then they started
to pitch in their wheat. And one man, or a woman or whatever it was, he
always had to be on the side of the machine. The a, this wheat there,
didn't go up when it was all thrashed and all cleaned out. It didn't go
up in the elevator. It came down and came out on the side below the
machine there. And they had always two bushel baskets there or rather
half a bushel pails, they had. 4nd they a, a feller always had tc watch
that. Just as soon as one of them was full why he pulled that out and
set another one under there. And then he put that wheat in a sack.
Somebody had to be there witn an empty sack to put that wheat in. And
they usually put in three a sack, three half of bushels of wheat in one
sack, carry that. So they, when he had these a bushels and a half of
wheat in there, why ks put that on a wagon. Well, he had to take another
sack and put that in. Fill that up that much. So when they had their

wagon loaded there, how many sacks they wanted on there, well somebecdy

Look that wagon, drove it up to the granery. Of course, we didn't, they
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didn't call it granery. They called it a umback.

I. On.

N. Yeah. So guite a few of these graneries there, they had a door
on thne outside. And they had a door and pretty near close to the road.
And the steps on cthe outside walking up there. And these farmers they
just took these sacks iith wheat on their shoulders and carried up on
Lilese steps and dumped tt down in the granery. They never thought about
that they could dump chat in down below. Tney always carried that up.
And sometimes they was thrashing by the sack, so many bushels in the
sack. That's what chey have to pay their thrasher man. So they usually
was btrying to get one man to tie these sacks. They always figured that
two bushel in a sack. And they had only but one man who could really tie
a sack right close to the top. And tnis man, when he was available he
usually received oh say maybe 50 cents a day just tying these sacks. Or
maybe some farmer gave him an overall or a pants. It wasn't overall.
these days, it was pants. Just for tying these sacks. Why these sacks,
there was two busihel in a sack, and when he tied them, he always had two
bushel and a half in there. So these farmers there why he gained that

much, So he could have spent that money

that it took.

I. wWell, how about the schools in the early times? Did they have. ., .?
How were their schools fixed up?

N. Well, they didn't have no schools. Very little, very little.

I. Mostly, they just spent the time on the farms then?

N. Mostly. Yeah. Yeah. They went to school, well all they learned
these days our people, that was German. And they had a couple of months

of school, but a, where we lived.
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1. Do you remember any songs that you used to sing either in
German or English? Around?

N. Well, we used to sing that, oh what you clal them, a ludalia
gpespa.

1. Can you sing it for us right now?

N. No.

I. 0Oh, you better try.

N. Oh, no. When you sging that, you got to have a couple of fellers
together.

I. You pot to have a couple?

N. Yeah. Yeah, one of them has got to be a leader. The other.

I. Oh, I see. Do you remember some of the words or the chorus, do
you know? Do you remember what the cliorus was or the words?

N. Oh, yean, I remember some.

(Talking in German)

No, I made a mistake. I should have starced that diiferent.

1. Should have started in a different spot?

’

N. Yeah, that's part of it there. 1'u'hat in English, can you tell me
a little of what that means in English?

N. Well, in English that means something like this. This preacher
there, why he wanted more money. And so he kinds of made up a song. And
it started out at first. In my German I've tried to explain here that
should have been pretnear the last. The preacher says, '"Now farmers it you
don't give me anymore pay, this a, I won't sing anymore of the vespers
for you." Well, finally the farmers made up their mind, we'll give nim a

govse, So wien he had that goose there, why a, well he says, 'That's

ST EL N
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something." But he said "Taat ain't enough, got to be more." Well,
finally they made up their mind; they gave him a hog, a pig. '""Well," ne
says, "Thac's something, but still chat's not enough." So they made

up their mind to give him a calf, "Well," he says, '"That's helps along,
but still there's got to be more.'" Well, they made up their mind. They
gave him a cow. Well, the cow was pretty pgood. Uhy ne could use that.

He could milk that cow and have milk, cream, butter, there. He could use
that, But still ne wasn't quite satisfied yet. He still wanted more.
Well, he says a, farmers Lhere came together and talked it over. He says,
"Wny not, let's give him a horse, yet.'" So they gave nim a horse. 8o
that preacher starced out. He says, "The farmers, cheya, cthey gave me

a goose. The goose, he's got a flat foot. Then after that they gave me
a plg. The pig's got agiit foot. And then after that, why they gave

me a calf. And he says, "The calfs' always hollered 'maaaaad." And he
says, "After that," he says, "they gave me a cow.'" He says, "I was
satisfied with a cow. I got use out of that, but that cow always hollered

'moococo’."

And he says, "The horse they gave me to sell." He says,
“"But I know they should use that money for the drink and drinking whiskey."
He says, "That's the only place where I should spend that money to have
a good time is an whiskey." And that's the preacher said, "That's what
I'm doing."
I. That's the song then?
N. Yeah, yeah, that's about it.

I. Sounds like that would be a lot of fun to sing.

N. ©Oh it is. It was. It was. Real fun. Yes sgir,

59~/
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I. Were there any other songs that you remember that you used to
sing or heard sing?
N. Well, we used to have songs which just like you would talk nere.

We would start it out at one end of the town. Well, one of them done the
leading. Well he says, "Was you ever at this man's house?' Called him

by name. And the other of the, says, '"No, we've never been." Jell, they
walked on. So they just walked one street down; the other street up.

As many streets as there was and always kept on a singing. '"Was you ever
by this family here?" And the other says, '"No, we've never been." And
then the next rellow why, the next house why a was you ever by this family?
"No, we've never been."

I. Justc as you went by the house?

N. Went by the house, yeah.

I. Uh huh. On this first song, that you were telling us about just
a minute ago when did you especially sing it? Do you remember anytime
ERAE als <o me T

N. Well, we usually sing that in the fall.

I. Uh huh.

N, Most times. See, when we was out a farming. When we was out
farming, why we had different farms. And these days we boys, not just we
buy all, pertneer all boys, they had to go out on a different place farming.
And then we was bachelors. We batched. And I usually had to do the
cooking. And in the evening especially on Sundays, Sunday evening when we
didn't have anything to do, well a bunch of boys got together out on the
farm way out in the open there, and then there's the place where we most

of the time sing there. Especially one place there, it was, well it's a
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place. It's up in the air base now. There's a family there. There's a
little relacion to me yet. And we used Lo go there quite a bit and on
Sunday nights or so when we was out there. And there was a time around
8 o'clock, something like that, this a, the children of their families
they had to go in praying. Get to go in the house and pray a rosary,
every night. Of course we had to do that at home too when we was home.
And when they was in praying, why we usually started that song and just
as loud as we could. And one of the boys came cut again, he says,
"Whatever you do," he says, '"don't ging that song anymore when we have
to go in praying." So we asked why. "Well," he says, '"you know our dad,
he's a great singer and he likes to hear them songs, and he stops a lot
of times with his praying and listen to you out here. But then we have to
kneel there and wait til he prays again."

I. Do you remember any other songs like that, that you might have
sung?

N. On, I couldn't know just how. I wouldn't know any now. Oh, we
had quite a few of them, but still not. . .

I. They kinda get away from you?

N. 0On, yeah, yean, yeah.

I. Do you remember any, remember any cures that you might have had,
Lhat were handed down, you know, for different things? When you got sick,
did they try anything expecially on you like turpentine or anything like
that?

N. TWell, yeah, you just say it happened that there was there once.
One night there where myself and a buddy of mine, we was running around

there, and he wanted to catch me. And my oldest brothers, they put a
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fence, one wire fence. And it was up about oh three feet high from the
ground. And that buddy of mine he wanted co catch me, and I just dodged
him. And I dodged the fence. And I hollered, "Nick, there's a fence!
Nick, there's a fence! Nick lookout there's wire!" Well, he didn't hear
me. So he just run along into that wire. And he cut his face and ear.
He cut Lhat ear in pieces there. And so we went up to the house. And
we came up to the house, oh blood was running all over. 1ell, all they
did they just grabbed an old shoe and scraped the shoe sole, the botcom.
Scraped that fine leather off of that and put it on thaere. GCouple of
minutes, Lthe blood stopped.

1: Is that Tightl

N. Yeah, yeah.

1. Do you remember any, well you mentioned that not too much enter-
tainment. TWere there any games tgat you especially played?

N. ®ell, we had a game there where we played. It was, oh we had a
stick there. 4And a, there's maybe four, five, six boys or girls together
Lhere. And we had took an old tin can. 1It, that kind of a round little.
And a we had as many holes as there was boys and girls there. And we had
sticks about oh three to four feet long. And we played the, that a, that
a, game we called "Housal!'! So we had one of them, he was in the, had to
stay in the center. And whoever hit that can there, and another party
could get in each hole. Each one of them had a hole around the outside
of the, that center hole. And he always had to keep his stick in there.
And then the one in the middle with the can there he hit that can. Either
way, didn't matter which way, but he hit that can. And wherever that can

went through that feller had to hit that can and so he's got to go some
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place else. And that person in the middle, he a, when he had a chance,

he just put his stake in this fellow's hole there. 8o this man, boy had

to go in the middle. And a lot of times it took a long time before this

boy got out of the middle. Once ne got out, off and on. And then we had

another game. We called that "Caruker!" So we took a round piece of wood

that we cut them off from trees, about six inches long and about an inch

and a half, tow inches thick, the diameter. Then we had a, let's see two,

seven, well no, no, we had two ends. Seven on the, say on the west end

and seven on the east end. And they was apart about 20 sticks, something

like that. And then there was two or four or six players. Well, each

player had a stick. We cut them from the trees too. They was a sticks

about oh maybe an inch or little over an inch thick and about two and a

half feet long. Well, we made the ring around the a, them small sticks.

e set up three of them with the ends up on top of that one's laying on

the ground, back end down in the ground. And then we set, laid another

two on top of them and one up in the middle. And so that was both ends

was the same. And then we tried to throw them out of that ring. e

throwed our sticks, what we had. And whoever had them all out first, them

short pieces of wood out of that ring, he won the game. Then they had to

change. They always had to change. Winenever somebody won a game, they hd

to go te the circle, but the parties on the east end had to go west. And

we played that "“Carnica." Well that, and we played thac a, oh there's

ancther game. I can't call now.

I. Do you remember how it was played?
N. Wwell, they still got it, yet now, that they play with these,

these a wooden balls here that a.
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I. Oh a, crocher is it?
N. Ya, crochet. Ya, ya, we played thact. Ya, that one farmer up
there the farm the air base now, they used to have the blacksmiths out
there too. And he was a real sport with crochet. And when Lhere was
a couple of fellers came there, they had some plow shears to be sharpened.
Well, finally he says, "Why not go out there, and let's have a game of
crochet first.'" Well, so they went out and played a little crochet. And
then they went back in and sharpened his shears.
I. Did they ever get in horse races like they do now with cars?
N. The horse races, there's a there was quite a bit. Oh yes. There
was quite a bit.
I. Do you remember any especially that sort of stuck in your mind?
N. 7Tell, there's a myself. When I was a bachelor, I used to bach
there for 16 moncths. And boy I had some chickens and hogs and cows. I
took a little cream or eggs to town. And one day I took cream to town
and always when I drove to town I'd pass my dad's farm. And that day my
mom, motier, she went along with me. So we went to town. And I had a
little colt, my pony had a little colt. And I had that tied up right side
of that pony there. 1 had that hitched up to a one horse buggy. So cne
of the neighbor's boys came along, and he passed me up. Well, I couldn't
take that. So I just made up my mind. I says, '"Pony, come on let's go."
So he started out. Well, we there for quite a bit. Of course, my mom
stopped me. She says, '"Ernest," she says, '"that's not the way to do it."
She says, '"Take it easy. Drive your horse slow. You'll get home anyhow.
Let him go," she says.
I. Well, back on this matter of cures, do you remember anything else
like well, cures for warts or rheumatism or things like that that people

had?
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N. Well, I had experience there myself. e/

I. 'Oh?

N, This, that was in nineteen hundred and seven or eight or nine,
one of the three years now it was. I had my hands full of warts, both
of them, completely, fingers and all. I couldn't wash myself clean any-
more. Lt wasn't possible. Well, one morning 1 started the medicine, but
I don't know how or wihy I done it. I always had, in the morning I always
had to take my pony and ride back in the pasture and get our cows and
horses. And there's some of that snake milk we'd call it. This grows
up straight; and when you break it, it's just like milk. And that morning
there, I never thought of anyching at all, not a bit. I walked along,
and there's so much of that weeds there. And I just broke off a piece and
started to dip my warts. And I dipped everyone of them on my hand, on
both hands there., So I got my horse and went back there, got the cattle
and horses. And, well, my mom had breakfast ready by that time. I went
in there to eat. Qf course, I washed myself there. And then we ate, and
we went out and done our farm work. Well, next morning I done that, the
same witnout thinking of anything. I never thought of anything at all.
So I broke off some of that weeds and did my warts. And the third morning
I went out there, and the third morning I'd, I wanted to do it them. I
broke off a piece there and trying to dip them. Well, there wasn't a one
of them left on my hand. They was gone; everyone of them was gone. And
some of these boys, when thiey had these boils, well some of them just
went to work and got one of these we used to call them a horse plier.
Wwell, we'd cut off the horse's hoof. Well, all they did, they just took

that plier and then reached around and pinched that boil off. Yes, sir.
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I. BSounds like it would be pretty painful.

N. It was painful but for a short time. But then after that why
it was free.

I. Wwhen you had a cold or anything like that, did your mother give
you anything especially to. . .7

N, Well, when we had colds, why in these days they usually had whis-~
key shipped in. And there's where we got our whiskey. So I remember....

I. You never faked a cold, did you? You never put on like you were
having a cold, did you?

N. No, no. Just when somebody was kinda sick like that with a cold
or something like that why we went to work and then got us a oh say a
good drink of whiskey. And then we put that in boiling water. Put a
little sugar in there. And then drink that just as hot as you could get
it down there. And then go to bed and cover up completely. And stay
there and sweat. Well, if you stayed there let's say if you tock a drink
like that in the evening, by the next morning you usually was fresh up.
Okay to go to work.

I. How about dancing? Was there folk dancing or square dancing or
any kind of dancing then?

N. Oh, yes. Yes. But it didn't bother me at all.

1. Uh; hah.

N. 1 danced once when I was a kid. I was 13 years old. And my
oldest brother and sister, they got warried. And there's a lady there,
I don't know who she was. I never knew that lady before, and I didn't
know her afterwards either. 8She grabbed me, and says, '"Come on.'" She

says, "We'll, we have to dance one.'" I says, "No," I says, "not me."

F 59~/
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well, she was a strong lady so what could I do? I had to go along. 8o
we made three rounds there. And after they quit playing for the third
time, why somebody mentioned to me now you have to play, pay the musicians,
You see, in these days they didn't hire the musicians. The dances, they
always had to pay them.

I. Oh, I see.

N. And I told them, I says, '"Nothin' doing." I says, "I'm not
going to pay anything for." T says, "I have to work too hard for the
dance here and pay on top?" T says, "Ne," I says, "That's my last."
And there's where I quit. No, I never been on..well 1 take that back, I
was on a dance once. But I was there for something else. I wasn't there
to dance. No, I didn't go to dances at all. Of course, we had some
dances, they was like barn dances out in the county, but very few. 1In
town here they sometimes when they came together, they might dance a
little in the evening. But if the priest ever got around, that's too bad.

I. 1've heard the expression '"play party games." Do you remember
if, you ever familiar with something called a '"play party game?"

N well, there's play party games. Yeah, but still I couldn't ex-
plain them just the way we should. You see, we had one of them; we'd
tie 'em up, blindfold them. And then we walked around. And we hit him
on the back. well, he had to guess who that was. Well, if he couldn't
guess it, why he got another lickin'. And sometimes he got himself, had
to be blindolded maybe 10 or 15 minutes before he ever got the right
feller that hit him,

I. He might get pretty sore.

N. ©Oh wa. Oh va.

I. Well, did they have these '"play parties' very often?

N. No, noL too oftem. No. No.
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