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The foll owing tape recorded interveewSwith Mrs . C. El izabeth 
Stout of Hay s, Kansas and Mr . John A. Dinkel of Victor ia, Kansa s . These 
interviews ar e being ta~ d at: 3 1/2 inche s per s econd on dual track 
recording by Ward L. Pa tters on . The f irst is being recorded on March 
30, 1959 ; the s econd Nay 12, 1959 . The fir s t at Hays, Kansas ; the second 
at Victoria, Kansas . 

I. You were telling me a little bit about how y ouxmqr._p100 happened 

to come out to Hays:a and would you . .. ? 

N . ~11 , my father was or i gina lly a c ivil was veteran . And there , 

at the t i me o f the Saltana he was on the boat returning home from 

the war and the boat exploded . And his back was inj ured by the s moke 

s tack fall ing on i t and burning him between the s houlder s . And after 

that , he never could work at his trade which was stone mason and brick 

laying . 
!Je(- CJ. V.S<e ,..J 

And fi nall y he had to go, took up c lerking in s tores . And i!II! 

G3ZJLtt his ability t o be a very f luent German speaker . /ie alwa ys carried 

T-/59 1 

J 

his cust omers from one store to another . Then he was a dvise d by Mr . J . 
started 

U . Milnerw1 who had came to Hays and Xl!rXX:bni in the real e state busineso/ 
cJa,,n. 

to take up the homestead ou t here xu also a t imber pJ--e:i::n:&- And in 1877 
/ &C' u.~treS 

he came out here and took up a- RYndrecl: Bflcl s i JGt y ac re i;. homes tead and 4'I' 

/ t;, o cJ a :,,,,,, 
bpodred aod si x t¥- acres o f t imber four miles and a hal f northwe s t 

of Hays . And a, had 15 acres o f bmxx plowed land, p lowed. And in the 

fal l o f '771 he had that pl anted t o wheat . And the summer of ' 78 , he 

rais ed the larges t cropx that had ever been rai sed in the eoun ty o f Ellis . 

For 38 bushel s to the acre . 
;, " v h 1-_., 1~ • 

I ' ll take that back , that s hould , 32 bushe ls 

to the 
' /:..J¢- • v"J 

acre . N, And that is how~ he wrote to my mother then to pack her 

clothing and come to Haysx . And that ' s how we came . And we arrived in 

H~¥S August 21 , 1878 . 
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I . Did you come out on the train or did you . . . ? 
t4 ; ,.r:1, 

N. Yes . Took us three days . we started Sunday night at 5~ o ' clock} 

cNld we got here Wedne s day morning at 1 o ' clock . From Kansas City on up 

they had to fight their wa y through because they had a hot box. 

I . Oh, they did . 
as 

N. And the train didn ' t travel ximx fas t :a. those days . 

I . You were telling me . 

N. I say , have you got it t urned on? 

I. Yes. 
.j-/cc+-

N. Well , I wanted to taklt to you first . At the time ati d oc one of 
in 

the fires :air Hays swept the s outh part of Hays and part of the north; 

-fhere was a large prairie fire out in the country just a mile away from 

where my home was . One of our neighbors took his little child, wrapped 

it in a blanket, and carried it out onto the wheat field . Later on, his 

r / 5'i-l 

granery and 500 bushels of wheat w,a s burned . He went ou t to look his 

child and found that the blanket had quite a number of s park holes in it, 

but the child was uninju red , Mr . Stout had left the houset and had told 

me to walk out if the fire came over the hill , to walk out onto a ''f2, ,ii<:;: , 

But the sparks fell right on the porch but never caught. And at the last 

draw, they f inally managed to put the fire out . And in that way , our 

horses, 

I. 

I. 

N. 

who had been turned out, were not injured . 
1"' ~'l'"•--~, 

How was this1 h ow did the fire get started? 

From a burning straw stack . 

Uh, Huh . 

In 1882~ when I was a young gir\.-here in) going to school here in 

tovm , the soldiers got into a fight on north !1lain __s; treet . And there was 

some shooting . One of men living on the south side of the railroad track, 

t ook down his guns and shot ) (Arl d accidencally shot one of the colored 

soldiers . Af terwards, the soldiers came back and tried to burn the town J 
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f ," 
~ d did set a fire . An<l quite a partr was burnt . 

~" N. '..Jell , if you want that story I ' ll give ~ to you . 

I . Okay . Just start off on it. 

N. Yeah, jte was working there about 10 miles north of Salina . 

I . This is one of your c ousins? 
Th~¥ '.s 

/Ille! 
That was Mike Koan . N~± ir,g one of my cousins , yeah , yeah . 

Kaan rather . And a, s o a, they had to go about 10 miles more north , 

put up s ome hayx from the farm there . Ah, they ' s going back and forth. 

And a , one day they*x was out there putting up hay. And my cousin , he 
c "!J. was, l1li' was on the hayrack. And the boss , he was picking up hay . They 

loaded up haj and took two loads home every night when they went home . 
- /..><-' \ Went up there early in the morning a nd then a ,\ al ways fi gured the time . 

It takes s o long to drive home . So they loaded up and took two loads 

home . But one da/ he was out.2• loading hay and just as he ' s a 

sitting , the boss hollered , ' ,there ' s a snake!" An d they , both of 

them was barefooted, they didn ' t use shoes . And so 

that pi t ch forkxxi<mxa o f hay there . And Hallard 

he j(lh(,,tlj)ed up 
/?/--./'e 

s ays , ' ~ic hael-, 

come down here I " He saJ s, "That snake bit me ." i-.ell , he x~ just 

The bos s pulled ou t his kni fe . He rolled off the hay rack, wen t down . 
-~.J.1A-(Ae sc..:f.s.1 

says, " ~u t off that toe." He says , "That ' s the toe~ t snake bit in there . 
,. Uf:fh:· "'t <,v-.'-') '11 \.I 

Hllxinqoqo&x"No ," he s ays, 'lir can ' t do that . 
\\\,\),~\ 

' Ah no, '·I couldn ' t do i t . 11 

,~ c, ~a.1:J<,J 
"Oh, come on, 11 he s ays , "do it and do i t right nowl be1ore that ever 

get s in my blood. " "tio," he says , " I can ' t do it ." He says , "You ' re 

a s trong man . You ' re quite a bit stronger than I am, and you could 

kill me i f I ' d a put , cut off your toe . " 
'' /?) / • J,, .5,, 

says , ''Miel-..a"::l,1''1 won ' t hurt you a bit . " 

So £f nally he sa; ~, " No," be 
' ,, r7;7,f-e/ · 1 

Well , Mi ehael he says,' I can ' t 

do it . " Well , finall y the boss sa/ s, "v-Ala t do you like to see, see me 
, , I, 

die here or cut off my toe?" ilell , when he said that why a, he says, "Okay, rz e .,s, .. f 
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I. 

" I' 11 cut it off . " So he got him. He laid down and crawled in between 

these s pokes o f the wheels, the wa gon wheels, and he cla mped them in 
his head 

and turne d his legs a1round, si t on top o f his face1 xrutxxrilli. And took 

that knife and cut that toe o f f. He was holler ing , oh , he was holler ing . 

But still lie kept on a going . Cut that o ff . Arlrl when they had t hat 

cut off, they kinda scrap ed some of that leather on their harness and 

put that s tuff on the:re and stopped the blood. An d they had a, hand-

kerchief wrapped t hat up . ~'1ell , then, after that they loaded thei 1· ha; 
then went on Yep . 

and IIHRlora.mmr.x home: . ~k 

I . They took care of it? 

N . They took ca1re of it . Yep . Next daj they went out putting up 

haJ . And a, one time:, you alwaJs had to go out early in the morning 

aft e r the cows . And sometime s you got a, the hors es ~ ou t there too . 

\-~11 , he got so used to it he knew just where to wal k . There ' s a rock 
i ll-

in the hill and a roc:k on top of hill , a great big rock laying on top of 

the hill . And he a lways wlil:ked on top of that a rock and looked where 

the c attle was at . i ;o a , we seen them 
...:e1i.<= 

where they wa. at . 1~11 , one 

morning he walked out there . And he didn ' t think o f anything el se. He 

just done his morning prayers . He always done that when he walked out 

there and p n.rJers . And a , he walked up ; and when he was s tanding~ on top 

o f that rock there, i .t s tarted to move . He looked s own, And there was a 

great big snake rollin garound . l twas a/ de 171&ha11r-cl ,,J. 1,dq s [f\,,,.fie1r ;,-f., /_;, f.tollc,i'J 

And a , he was lucky e:nough1 was F3/::f:x;~ ; )ne didn ' t have no 

shoes . Bu t he was lu1cky enoug h, and he jumped o<fif. And that snake 
L,~ M ..,,.e~ 

s ~ i coming u~~ ead first . HRx And he grabbed a rock and hit the 

snake just below the mouth . And then he killed it after that. The next 

morning when he walke:d out there , he stopped and looked be fere he stepped 

on tha t rock . 

I. 

B. Yeah, 



est recorder 
I . 1-,hy don ' t you, since we have.') the xmmiot~ going~ now, why don ' t 

you tell a little about this train we eck again so we ' ll have i b on tape . 

I was kinda of interested in that , about your father and how .. 

These two men there? N. 

I. Yeah, why don ' t you~ that on tape . 

N. •~11, this a, t_hat was in the M 90 ' s there , the first part of 
_ _ q_n~s-

·+he ~ , 1890 1 s. The a, my dad and one of our neighbors, of course , 

that was be fore my time , so they two of them came together and s tarte d 

to talking . They J1Za & , they was looking for help tiowu in Salina to work 

for the rail road . So another fell e r i which I don ' t know his name any-

more, he wasn ' t , he got into with them. And so they walked down to 

Sc1lina . And when he came down , then he started to work for the rail -
--(lv~1 IO II. 

road compan y there . And that time it wa~n•t Paci f ic. It was 
,,.. I r:; c,Ja,,s . 
'Ii. ' -1>/P _; 

thro ugh the , 11-°'recall the name now:"' Well, whatever i t was, i t ' s now 
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~ ,,,,::,.,,,., 
HM 1h tb 0 Pacific . So they ' s been working there for a short t ime. ~}ell, 

they was la i d off . MAnd after they was laid off there , why a, they 
C. '-0 

didn ' t receive their<~ · right away . The/ had to wait for their 

checks. But they didn ' t want to sta f there and wait for that . So the; 
\),)(. I(. t:. 

made up their minds , they~ going home . And a, they figured they' d 

walk . My dad had a little money but a, in ~ s mind he didn ' t feel that 

he could ride a train and let the 
fl((_ ~Cv:i /;, 

told them, the other two , t b1t ~ ' 

11
~ ' 11 go up there by the railread 

we ' ll catch three different cars. " 

other two buddies walk. So my dad 

11 ~~11 / ride a freight train." He saf s, 
there 
KXXRk an d watch thac frei ght . And a, 

He says, 111 ' 11 take the f irst one; ~ 

you take the second ' and you take the thttd. But be 
M!t"s" train 

sure (l&t "'-kit/ _f;l'C,, ,1: ..)---1:/' 

~ "i:s s ai-s. So a, when that pu.1•...: ,.i\s xlti.Ng was about ready to leave, 
--1\- e>\ tTl..te 

why ximdie--'all of them went out there and hkl!tkllOt lined up -~ 
-::P-s 

And a
1 

my dad took t-he- fi rst car, got up there . He looked around. The 

other two wasn ' t up there yet . They missed thei r car. And the train then 

was going too f ast for him to go down there . ~o he s tayed on it f 
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til he got down Brookville . And there that train ::.copped . So a, he made 

up his mind . He s •. ys, "I ' d better ._,et o f f. " He says , 11 I 1 m riding this 

train and my two buddies they have to walk, i o it isn ' t right for me . 11 

;-. 
So he got off and a , that train and sat down in the corner there , the 

depot there in the lark and went to sleep. And he kept on a s leeping 

there until next morning . And a next morning he woke up why he looked 

east -n d he looked west. And he coul dn ' t s ee h .;. s buddies . Finally, he 

thought , well he , they might have passed already . I j ust s tart out 
,i.2.- k 

walki ng .~ Sa.....l6_ ma/be they ~ passe~ I f not, why they ' re gor,na catch 

up with me anyhow . So he walked until he got up, up to that curb there , 

right a , ah a little ways west of that town there . And that whol 3 , 

dog gone train was laying down there . Everything ; en g ine , caboose, and 

all cars was laying d&WR there . 'I.ell , he passed t ha t up . He j ust walked 

bJ . And then fin ally he t hought , · 11\ r'1e •~ two buddie s must be, must 

be gone . So I just decide I wan t to walk p-£ffi~.£~. An d he walked 
~~,5, -le I( 

_Jla,st tli@E,e., and finally he noticed something way up i n front: on the 

railroad there . And these two bu ddies o f his , why they walked slow and 

looking for Andrew . i;.Jhen they came up to that , that train 

wreck there , that 

night )' --fhey just 

morning , they never stopped or never sleeped that 
-/- ~t{Ou_J:. /.. 

walked ... ... why} h~ came up to that wreck . vhy 

they searched every car along that rail there that was laying down t \ ere..,, 

looking for Amir'"\', their buddy. But Andrew wasn't there . i~ll , they 

knew Andrew must have been dead . i,hy that wreck they had there why a you 

couldn't get out alive . So when they was past the engine , why both of 

them started to 1•ray for Andrew now because .imdrew was dead so wJ\\have 

~o pray f or him. And we 1 ll walk home and tell the bad n ews then . So 

finally when they was walking slow there , then a and s till had their 

minds on Andrew. He might still, s till might be alive , but never can 

t ell. ~k finally they seen him corning . Of course, they didn ' t know 
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him a t the start . But as he came closer , they noticed him. And they just 

about started to cry , on a c coun t that they met again x'lmxtoe 

on the railroad there . And then they walked on home all the way . And they 

asked Ande ew, IDwwx they says , "How did you get out of that train wreck 

without being killed lhere ~nd without even having a scratch on youf 11 

' \1el l 1
, he say9 , "I wasn ' t RXIUI on that train . " "'you went on that train in 

f / 5 7-1 

S lina '"'Yes I a • ' was on that train in Salina ) ~u t when we came to that little 

town there\
1 

he says / 1:r di dn ' t feel that I should stay on that . " He says , 
, :(' 

feeling you budd~ s shouldr have 111 was 

to war k and I was riding that t e a i neasy . So I jus t got off , sat down 
~ L V"- :~ .U.11\JR. I/ ,, I 

in the corner\_1and went to sleep . " i..ell , they s ays, "We ' ve j us t passed 
during the 

through that tom, 1dm:ira x&night . " well , when they c ame home why they tOld 

the stor j around home here . And finally thet says,, " Wel 1 , 11 he says , II J.e 
a i nt 

hope our prayers xximh lost . II They ' d be as good for s omEbody else . 

I. 
:>f1d ;s: 

came out all right . What did the early settlers do 

for entertainment? .~ a Jo 

N. \~11 , they didn ' t have no entertainment . well , t hey buil ded a 

bu ilding or a hou se or somc t lLing like that . ~ya , they usually c ame to-

g ether and helped these neighbors and friends . They came along and helped . 

And when they was finished, that per son usual ; y got a keg of beer. And 

-M~ /J,;#' 11 '-flt' 
that was their entertainment and a patment &!' the -/4: ,,1,;qf;, :kn l abor . 

The a, there wasn ' t anything 
help 

like a you ' d have to hirei a feller to waxkx 

man for + ple 

o f days maybe , a carpenter who done the carpenter work, mos t of x tacthe 

....Jt, 
build a house or so . I n cases , they had to hirex a 

best thing s ,ximxx.x tr:ki:.gg1a the ma in things . 

I . ~uld they t~ making the s od housesi usuall/ then or a ... ? 

N. Well , yes . It start i n the sod houses . Bu t then lacer on , they 

s tarted on the building of thes e wood houses . On these wood houses, they 

had to have a little carpenter to help along .,{b1rhat carpenter maybe had 



a harmner and a smv and ma;be one the old four-cor nered mlil s. He made a 
chisel out 
HlUfXQXXarlEX of that . And when he built his window frames, well he tooij 

8 

that c hisel made out of an old iron nail and cut that groove in there be-

\ '.::? low where the siding suppose to go in after they put on the siding . ~ell , 

then the door frames, he made . k'f They always fie . Alwa ys something 
o_u.l ~ 

about them that wasn ' t .l\ strai g ht,but then you ' ll see them s owadays , too . 

I. v.ell, then a.ou about their threshing then 

wheat? How did they go about that? 

N. You mean this coun try here? 

I . Yeah . 

d1e n they had thei r 

N. When they put up their harve st , their wheat there , they stacked 

it up in stacks . They had a , oh at firs t they had a two , three, four 
A.ertd.e( 

neighbors c ame together and maybe bought a machine , <heat~e-,:- macb:icne . An d 

a then they cut that wheat together. 'The farmers didn ' t farm much whall t . 
only a ~ not too 
~kxx.y-XN0ttxirn.E many acres ~ So a, they made that round . They cut thi s 

farmer ' s wheat and the bOher and so on . Al l otthese p i t c hed i:JK in and cut 

togeteer . And then when the a , t ho.iXwheat was seasoned enou g h to thresh, 

the a , two went together . They had some outs idee come in with a thrashing 

machine . Of course , there ' s s ome mBchine s around he re t oo. They had a 

couple of them around here . There ' s stil l on e of them up here north o f 

Walker . 
C)~ 

I . uh , uh. 

N. Ya , there ' s s t:ill a mabbine thee e norch of Walker . Of cour s e , 

that wasn' t one of t he first ones . And when they started to pi'tch their 

wheatµn f ront of t he machine t here , they would go through the machine . 

horses each to a rig there , oh s ay abou t a, They had e i ght , ten to t welve 

40 feet or something of fd\'the machine . An d that do hickey there in German 
(:a./( ,+ v '; + 

in English I can ' t now. we call it a horsebower ; but 
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I know the name , but I can ' t call it . So thi s do hickey there , why a with 

these horses, hilcled two behind each other . I t was a rourL <l t ing . The)',-. 

this , there was a driver right in the middle , s tandi ng on the platform~· 

nd he started these horses going around, around '· aroun<l t ere . nd there 

was a big rod or a big cop wheel fi rst right under t he plat fo rm , gr e a t 

bi g one . And below there was this small cc p wheel with a pipe on there . 

Knd tha t pipe w n t clear up to the achine . And on that machine, there ' s 

tea , ther , pipe there had anothe r cop wheel there , t e other end . And 

0 would the machine . So this bi g cop wheel drove , drive t is little 

one . And that pipe driving the s e two cop wheel s there . And that drive 

t he wl ol e achine there , wi h thes e hors es . And then they s tarted to 

pitch i n their wheat ~ An d one man , or a woman or whatever it was, he 

always had to be on the s ide of the machi ne . The a, this wheat t here , didn ' t 

~\ was all thrashed and cl eaned out It widn I t up in J!« up , mm 
e)~Ja_\.o , 

the ~ - It came down f ~ d c ame ou t on the s ide below the ma c ine there . 

And they had alwa ys xm<.a:x t wo bu shel ba s ket s there or ra t her half a bus he 

pa ils, the had . And they a, a feller always had to watch that . Jus t as 

soon as one of them 0 as full why he pulled t at ou t and s et anolher one 

unde r there . And then he put that wheat in a sack . Somebody ha sl!I had to 

be there:x: wi t h an empty sack nut to pu t that wheat i n . nd they usuall y 
~1v 

pu t in three ' s ack three ha l f of bu shel~ of wheat i n one s ack , carry 

So t hey, when he had thes e a bus hels and a hal f of wheat in ~here, 

put i,,ell, he had to take another sack and put 

that. uch So when they had their wa gon j loaded 

there, how many s acks they wanted on there , well somebod/ took that wagon , 

drove i t up to the granery . Of eo urse, we di dn ' t, they didn ' t call it 

granery . They called i t a umback , 

I . Oh . 



fl S'i-J 

N. Yeah. So quite a few of these graneries there, Lhey had a door 
) 

Ile« t 
on the outside~G.nd they had a door{ 9tnd preety/)close to the road . And 

the s teps on the outside walking up there . And these farmers they just 
with 

took thes e s a cks ~f wheat on their s houlders and1...arried up on the s e 

steps and dumped i t down in the granery . Tne_ never thought a bout that 

the; could dump that in down below. The~ always carried that up. And 
~ !, 

sometimes they wws thrashing by the sack, so many bushels in the sack . 

10 

That I s what they have to pay cheir thrasher man . So they usually was trying 
;_~\J\~~\l.\ 

to get one man to tie these sacks . They «»id» alwa1s two bushel in 

a a ack And they had only but one man who could really tie a sack right 

close to the top . And this man , when he 

oh sa y maybe $ . 50 a day j us t ttlng these 
tP.1 overall or-:J>ants . 

him evess sxmilxx It wasn ' t overall 

was availi :" he usually received 

s acks . (D aybe so, farmer gave 

these days1 was pants . Just 

for tying these sacks . \..hy these sacks , there was t wo bushel in a sack; 

and when he t ied them, he always had two bushel and a half in there . So 

these farmers there ~ he gained 
(

-ti.a.+ 
that much. So he could have spent w~ 

~ ,,, '--11.a.+--
RIMKR )U it took . (?????) 

I . Well, how about the school s in the early times? uid they have . . ? 

How were their schools fixed up? 

N. ~11, they haddly didn't have no schools . --, t (._ 
t egula tly--, / 1 

U?,f'\ )11/t" 1 l e,f.:1 J--1//e . 
Wel'F, they ,aj d , . .. 

I . . Mostl½ they jus t spen t the time on the fa rms then? 

N . Mostly . Yeah. Yeah . Tl1ey went to school , well all they learned 

these days our people , ~ was German . And they had a couple of months 
we 

of school, but a , where B:fCR~ lived . 

I . Do you remember an/ songs that you used to sing either in German 

or English? Around? 

N. Well, we used to sing that, oh what you call them, a ludalia spespa . 

I . Can you sing it for us right now? 
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N. No . 

I. Oh, you better t r y . 

N. Oh, no . When you sing that , you got s o have a couple of fellers 

together . 

do 

I. 

N. 

I. 

You got to have a couple? 
,n.)r,- o-\. -/ 11 l ,n /24 5 

Yeah:~ One¾ got to be a leader . The other ..... 

Oh, I see . Do you remember some of the wordst or the chorus , 

you know? Ho JOU remember what the c ho rus was t or the words? 
I 

N. Oh, yeah , I r emember s ome . ~en the aboller was snitch behind 

blinging y-? L l~ L ) (3 __l. ;V G· e-R fl) A JV 
~ --41.:i r{ ~i made a mi s take . 

J.M-\-
I shoullll have s tar ted J:,t: different . 

I . Should have started in a different spot? 

N. Yeah, that ' s part of it . 
can 

I . That ' s part of it there . What in Engl ish , R»rlmxyou tell me a 

little of what t hat means in English? 

N. Well , in English that means something like this . This preach.er 

there, why he wanted more money . And so he kinda of made up a song. And 

it started out at tirsc . In my German mtXE I 1ve tried to explain here t11at 

should have been pretnear the last . The preacher s ays, "Now farmers if you 
- ,'-:i O,'I 

don ' t give me anymore pa~ I won ' t sing anymore of the -eespers for you . " 

Well , finally the farmers made up their mind '\ ~ give him a goose . So 

when he had tnat goose there, wh} a,~ ~ ays , 11That 1 s s omething . " f>.j · Je :;a,d 

- J-.. at 
/1 

enough 1 _§at to be more . "!,.ell , finally they made up thet r mind; 

the/ gave him a hog , a pig . 

still that's not enough . " 

I) // 
Wel 1 , he says , 3-!fiIDa.' 11 That I s something , but 

So they made up their mind to give him a cal~ . 

'·\kil '~ he says, "That ' s helps along, but still there's got to b e more . " 

Well , they made up their mind . They gave him a cow. Well , the cow was 
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\~11 , he says~lie a, tanners there came together and talked it over . He 

\ ~~7 says, " r,Jhy not , give him a norse, yet ." So they gave trim a horse. So lhat 

preacher started out . He says, "Tne farmers, thef a, they gave me a goose . 

The goose, he 's got a -tlat foot . Then aiter that they t,ave me a pig. The 

pig's got a split toot . And tnen after 

ne says, "The c a ~+.J~ ered 'maaaaa ! 11 

that , why they gave me a calf . And 

-
And he says, "After that , 11 he says, 

r 

"they gave me a cow. " He saJs , 111 was satisried with a cow. I got 

use out of that, but that cow always hollered 11mooooo '. " And he says , "The 
they 

hos se the/ gave me to sell ." He says, "But I know x snould use that mone: 

for the drink and drinking whiskey . " He sa;s, "Tnat I s the only placel\I 

should spend that moneyx to have a good time is on whiskey . " 

preacher sai d, "That's what I'm doing . " 

I . That 's the s ong then? 
~-u/1, 

N. Yeah , that ' s about it . 

I . Sounds like that would be a lot of fun to sing . 

N. Oh it is . It was. Itwas . Real fun . Yes sir . 

' ~-t) 
An d/I the 

I. there anyx~ other songs that you remember that you used 

to sing\ or heard sing? # Q;.k 
N. Well , we used to nave songs/ whic11f you would talk nere . :.'e ,... 

would start it out at one end of the town . Well , one of them done the 

l e ading . to.ell ne says,"Was you ever at thi s man ' s house? " Called trim by 
I t,J •• J/ 

name . And the other. :s.aiExHN of the , says, " Noi , we ' ve neverbeen . ' • ' 
they walked on . Sothey just walked one street down:, .!fheoi:her street up . 

~ 1nany s treets as there was and always kept on a singing. \ ' was you eve 'I/' 
{I/ 

by this family het!e".s And the olher says , "No, we've never been . 11 And then 

the next fellow why, the next house why a was you ever by this family? 

"No , we've never been. 11 



l3 

I. Just as you went by the house? 

N. Went by the house 1 _1:f~<t A. 
sl--a o 

I. Uh huh . On this first song , f\you were telling ys just a minute ago 

when Nid you e s pecially sing t f!} Do you remember anytime that you ... ? 

N. i~ll, we usually sing that in the fall . 

I. Utt h1ilh . 

N. Nost times . 
had 

'j.-;e 1 ,. \ viH 
When we t,out a farming/ f.lµhen we was out farming, Awe 

hlbix different farms . And these days we bo~s , not just we butf retneer 

all bo;s , they had to go out on a different place farming . And then we 
bachelors . 

was k.m:kxximxR 'We batched . And I usually had to <lo the cooking . And in 

the evening espeeially on Sundays, Sundayx evening when we didn ' t have 

anything to do , well a bunch of boys got together ou t on t he far m way ou t 
-\\_,e>"-

in the open hhere , andf'there' s the place where we mos t of the time sing 

there . Especially one pasce there, it was , well it ' s a place . It ' s up in 

the air base now. There ' s a family there . There' s a little relation to 

me yet . And we gsed to go there quite a bit and on Sunday nights or so! 
when we was out there . And there was a time around 8 o ' clock, sometnlilng 

i ike that 1 this 

praying . Got to 

a, the children of their families they had to go in 
""-

go in ~house and pra/ i,.l;te rosary, every rl ight . Of course 

we had to do that at home Loo1when we was home . And when they was in 

praying, why we usually started that song, ~ nd just as loud as we could . 

And one of the bbys came out ag:il in , he says, "Wnatever you do," he says, 

"don't sing that song xgx~"JUO!. anymore when we have to go in praying . " 
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\<...,p v._1 l.:._( I 

So we asked ~ - ???????? 11 We1 l , 11 ne safs, ~x«M.r " you1\our dad , t1e 's a 

great singer and,he likes to hear them songs, and lie s tops a lot of times 
l-" :R 1\.-..,, 
~~ praying 

'iP.; 
and listen to out here . 

and wait til he prays again . " 

But then we have to kneel there 

I . Do you remember any other songsi like that .~ that you might have 

sung? 

N. Oh, I wouldn't know j ust how. I wouldn't know any now. Oh, we 

ha1A quite a few of them, but stil l not ... . 

They kinda get away from you? 

Oh, yeah , yeah , yeah. 

I. 

N. 

I. 
u'~l~~ 

Do you rememberi-Xt'l~ remember any cures that you might have had, that 

were handed down , you know, for di~ferent things? Wnen you got sick, did 
especially 

they try anything xpmtiii on you like turpentine or anything l i ke that? 

N. ~11 , yeah, you just s ay it happened that ther e was there once . 

One night there where myseli and a buddy of mine, we was running around 
J<:ad, 

the yard . It was on my dad ' s home iret: . We was running around there, and 

he wanted to catch me . And my oldes t brothers, they x~ put a fence, one 

win! fence , And it was up about oh three f eet high from the KXlUI! groun<l . »e. 

And that buddy of min~ -wanted to catch me , and I just dodged him . And I 

dodged the fence. And I hollered , " Nick , there's a fence ! Nick, there ' s 

a fence ! Nick lookout there's wire ! " ~11 , he didn ' t hear me . So he 

j ust run along into that wire . And he cut his face and ear . He cut that 

ear in pieces there . And so we went up to the house . And we came up to 

~el , all they did ~ just the house , oh blood was r u nning all over. 
i:)t20-

grab an old shoe and scraped the shoe sole, the bottom. Scraped that fine 

leatner off of that and put it on there . Couple of minutes, the blood stopped. I' a._ y.,_)( l 
I . Is ~ « · 
N. Yeah, yeah . 
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-16} 
I . Do you r emember any , well you mentioned trlmx:e not too much enter-

MWere 
tainment . lrJax there any games that you especially played? 

N. well , we had a game there where wf layed . 
~-? 

It was, oh we had a 

s tick~ 

there. 

there . And a, ~ - maybe fou , five, six b1y s or girls togetheL 
\.) 

And wer took anf old tin can. It , that kind o ~ round little . And 

a we had as man y wholes a s there was boys and girls there. And we had 

s ticks about oh three to four fe el long . And we played theXB, that a , 
h ,,.;a<; ,,, -iA~J 

that a , game we called 11Housal 1
•
1 So we had one 1t' of tnem, ~ had to stay in 

the center . And whoever hit that can1there ) and another part y could get in 
.ft,X.. 

eo.d, hole . Each one of them had a hole around the hur side of t he[' center hole . 

And he always had to keep his stick in there . And then the one in the 
the 

middle with ~ can there he hit that can . Eit her way, didn ' t matter 

which way,but he hit that ean . 

feller had to hit that c an and 

And whereller that can went through that 

' ~e:.. so hes~ to go someplace else . And that 
~ll~ 

person in the middle~when he had a chance, he just put his stake in this 

fellow ' s hole there . So ths s man , boy had to go in the middle . And a 

lot of times it took a long time before this boy got out of the middle . 

Once he got out , off and on . And then we had another game . 
''C,t t?v( £ K ;, 

that ~x.iddcs..tono&x "e-al-]..;i. eer ." So we took a round piece of 

We called 

wood~/We cut 
r .. ~," 

them off 1cit- trees , about six inches long and about an inch and~half , t wo 

inches thick, the 

we had two ends . 

A diameter . Then we had a , let ' s see two , seven, ~no , no , 
.-.,_01"( 0 " Y)'\ 

Seven on the ~est end and .seven... on the east end. And 

they was apart about 20 sticks, somethmng like that . 
1/('-~,f\ LcJ.:...:, 

And \there l f'e1!"e two 

or four or xix players . Uel l , each player had a stick . cut them from 

the trees too . 

inch thick and 

They was s tick'5 about 

about two ~feet long . 

oh maybe an inch or little over an 

~el we made ahe ring around the~a, 

them small s ticks . set them up . ii::gkllll laid one on the ground . 

And then we set up three of them with the ends up on top of the t one ' s 

laying on the ground , back end down in the ground . And then we set , laid 
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up in 
another two on top of them:L and one acBEW'il the middle . 

""°'5 
And SO(\both 

ends .we& the same. And then we tried to throw them out of that ring . 

throwed our sticks1 -c.rhat we had . And whoever had them all out first_/ 

them short pieces of wood out of that ring, he won the game . Then they 

had to change . They always had to change. r,J,.enever somebody won a game , 

the/ had to go to the circl~,but the parttes on the east end had to go 

west . And the parties on t he west had to go east . And we played a lot of 
~~ih'-\1.'< \ 

that . And we pUyed t hat }t)(x:EX 11Carnica. ~• r And we played that a, oh there's 

another 

N. now, what they pla}'R& with these, 

t * a :ooden balls here that a ..... 

r .t Crochet is it? 

N. Ya , crochet . Ya,....,,.,;e played that . Ya , that one farmer up there 

thex fa r m isH:ktocitkeXBXRE.N the air base now , they used to have the black-

smiths out there too . And he was a real sport with crochet . And when 

there was a couple of fellers came there , they had some t4ow shears to be 

sharpened . Well, finally he says, 11 1,,,hy not go out 

a game 0£ crochet first . " Well, so they went out 

then they went back mn and sharpened ~ shears . 

there , and let's have 
Ct / ,ft/~ 

and played;t croce.at . And 

I. 

N. 

Did they ever get in horse races like they do now with cars?~ ,.,.;aj 
The horse races';\ there " was quite a bit . Oh yes. There~ quite 

a bit . 

I. 

..._ u'i._ 
l, \ii 

Do you remember any t!.Speciall y tha tl;,< stukk in your mind? 

N. i~ll , there 's a myself . When I was a bacmelor, I used to bac h 

there for 18 months . And boy I had some chickens and hogs ~ °'11..v0 / 
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i.. 

took cream to town and alwa JS when I drove to "'ttown I ' d pass my dad 's f arm 

and that day my mom , mothe r she went along wit1 me. So we went to t mm. 

An d my pony had a little ~a col t . And I 

nad that tied up ri ght side of that pony there. I had that hitched up to 

a one hor se buggy . So one of the neighbors boys c ame along ,and he passed 

me up . We ll , I cuuldn't take that . So I j us t made up my mind . 

" Pony, come on let 's go . " So e started 

a bi t. Of cour se my mom stopped me . 

not the waf to do it . " She says, "Take it easy . Drive your horse s low . 

You' ll get home anyhow . Let hi m go ," s he says . 

I . Well , back on thi s matter of cures , do you remember anything 
• I.. ti 

else like cures for wars or rheumati sm or things l ike that2:x that people 

had? 

N. 1·~11 , I had experience taere mise l f. 

I . Oh? 

N. Tis, that was in i:bc n ine t een hundred and seven or eight or nine, 
bt> 

one of t he three years now it was . I had my hands full of war t s, £1i:llla of 

them; completely) finger s and al l . I couldn't wash myself c l ean anymore . 

It w sn't possible . i..ell , one mormmng I s tarted the medicine but I don't 
(} I\ 

know how ~ why I done it . I always had, in the morning I always had 

to take ?OtXRXll my pony and r ide back in t e pas ture and ur cows and 

I ors es . And there ' s some of t 1at snake milk we' d call it . Thi s grows 

up s traight ; and when you b r eak i t , it's jus t like milk . nd that mom-i ing 

there , I u ever thought of anyt ing at all , not a bit . I walke d along , and 

There 's so much of that weeds 
dip 

there . And I j us t broke off a piece and s t arted to 
•,.Jpc ff 

gu my :lmxs:e. war t s . d I everyone of the on my »21HN hand , on b th 
l e 

hands tnere . So I got my orse and went bac tnere , got in~ catt l e and 

horses . And wel l my mom had breakfas t ready by that Lime . 
J I 

I wen t in there 

I 
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to eat . Of cou~se, I washed myself there . 
v,lu 

And then we ate andfwant out 

and done our farm work . Well, next morning I done that, the same , ~ th-
1(..("0 

out thinking of anything . I never thought of anything ac: all . So \ ,-{i.. t \'x..,'(' 
r\t l(\,l ~ ' ' ~ 'M, •' '" '/ I 

oroke odif'some of that 
( 

weeds and did my warts . f'J,nd the thttd morning I I d ~ 

wanted to do f.t then . I broke off a piece there and 1k~1i:1~ g, to dip them. 
'l\ ~- I ~ '(J.-1"\ 

t~ll, there wasn I t a left on my harlrl . They was gone; everybne of 

them was gone . And some of these boys , when they had these boils , well 

some of them x j just went to work and got one of these we used to call 

them a horse plier . !,,ell, we ' d cut off the horse's hoof. Well , all they 
~\ \'\\..,\j\°( 

did, they just took that plier ximR and then reached around and ~ that 

boil off . Yes, sir . 

I . Sounds like it would be pretty pai nfu l . 

N. It was painful~ but for a short time . },'1,, But then after that it 

was free . 

I . When you had a cold or anything like that , did your mother give 

you anythint specially :ffi .. ? 

N. Well, when we had colds , why in these days they usually had 

whiskey shipped in . And the re ' s where we ~ '- our whi skey . So I 

remember . . .. 

I . You never faked a cold, did you? You never pu t on l i ke youx were 

having a cold1 did you? 

N. No, no .~ 1en somebody was kinda sick like that wi th a cold or 

s omethmng like that why we went to work and then got us a oh s ay a good 

drink of whiskey . And then we pu t that i n boiling water . Put a little 

sugar in there . And then drink that just a s hot as you could get it down 

there . And then go to bed and cover upx ~ompletely . And stay there and 

sweat . \..ell , if you stayed there KA1dk let ' s say if you t~ok a drink xk 

like that in the evening, by the next morning you~~!]Y} fresh up . 

Okay to go to work . 
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I . How about dancing? Was there folk dancing or square dancing or 

an}' kind of dancing then? 

N. Oh, yes . Yes . Bu t it didn 1 t bother me at all . 

I. Uh , huh . 

N. I El.anced once \when I was a lci id . I was 13 years old . nd my 

oldest brother and sister, t hey got married . And there's a lady thereJ 

I don' t know who s e was . I never knew t hat l dd}'l'. before,and I didn ' t 

know her afterwards either . Se grabbed me and says, "Come on . 11 She 
l (V s S e>. s, 

says, " We'l have to dance on e " I says, "NoJ) not me ." Well , s he was 

a strong lad~ sow a t could I do? I had to go alon So we made three 

rounds bhere . And after they quit p aying for the hird tili,e , why some -
/P J 

body mentioned t o me now you have to mxkR k mmxx:iMRK pay the musicians . 

You see, in the s e days they didn ' t hire the mu s i c ians . The dances, the 

always had to pay them. 

I. Oh I see . 

N. And I told hhem, I s a ys , "Not in ' doing . " I s ays " I ' m not going 

to pay anything for -.': I s ays , 11 1 have to work too hard for the dance nere • 
and pay on top?" I sa ys, " No , " I says , "That ' s my last . " And 

where I quit . No , I never been on .. . I take that back , I was on a dan 

once . But I was there fo r some thi ng else. I wasn't there to dance . o, 

I didn ' t go to danceSat all . Of course , we had s ome dances, they was like 

barn dances out in the countryJ _ "'+-_,_.....,_....,_-+-=--"-.,.._....._ ____ 'ht~ t own here 

they sometimes when they came together, they might dance little i n the 

eveni ng . But if the pries t ever got around, that 's o bad . 

I . I've heard the expression "play party game ' Do you remember if, 

you ever f amiliar wit 

N. ell, there ' s 

j ust the wa y we s ould . 
I d, 

. ' lV Ji .,,,,v L 

somethin g called~ hny 

play par ty game s 

pa r ty game ? 11 

s till I couldn't explain them 
\ fV) '- ~f; 
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And we hit ~ on the back . i.e11 , he had to guess who chat was . t-.ell , 

if he couldn ' t guess it , why he got another lickin '. And sometimes he 
A 

'-' :<-.~ "'- \~ l '{'. 0,,~ \..,_ \l'\.~ got ' " -, 1)1(_, blindfolded ---io or 15 minutes before he ever 

got the r ight fellerl ~ hit him. 

I . He might get pretty sore . 

N. Oh ya . ~ 1a. 

I . hell , did they have these "play parties" very often? 

N. No , not too often . ~\), ?> • 
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The following are ta?e recordel interviews with Mrs . C. Elizabeth 
Stout of Hays, Kansas and Mr . Jc.,hn A. Dinkel of Victoria, Kansas. These 
interviews are being taped at 3\ inches per second on dual track recording 
by v,ard L: Patterson . The first is being recorded on March 30, 1959; the 
second May 12 , 1')59 . The first aL Ha/S , Kansas, the second aL Victoria , 
Kansas . 

I. You were telling me a little bit about how you happened to come 

out to Hays and would you .. ? 

N. ~~11 , my father was originally a civil war veteran . And there, at 

the time of the Saltana he was on the boat returning home from the war and 

the boat exploded . And his back was injured by the smoke stack falling 

on it and burning him between the shoulders . And after that, he never 

could work at his trade which was s tone mason and brick laying . And finally 

he had to go , took up clerking in stores. And because of his ability to 

be very fluent German speaker, he always carried hi s customers from one 

store to another. fhen he was advised by Nr . J . U. Milner, who had came 

to Hays and s tarted in Lhe real estate business, co Lake u p the homestead 

out here also a timberclaim. And in 1877 he came out here and took up a 

loO acres homestead and 160 acres of timberclaim, four miles and a half 

northwest of Hays . And a, had 15 acres of plowed land, pkowed . And in 

the fall of ' 77 , he had that planted to wheat . rlnd the surrnner of 1 78 , he 

raised the larges t crop tllat had ever been raised in the county of Ellis . 

For 38 bushels to the acre. I'll take that back, Lhat should, 32 bushels 

to the acre . 

I. 32 , uh huh. 
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N. And that is how we, he wrote to my mother Lnen to pack her clothing 

and come co Ha;s. /,nd that I s how we came . And we arrived in Hays August 

2 I > 1878 • 

I . Did you come out on the train or did you ... ? 

N. Yes, took us three days . We left, we started Sunday ni 5ht. at 

5 o 'clock and we got here Wednesdaf morning at 1 o 'clock . From Kansas City 

on up they had to fight their way through because they had a hot box. 

I . Oh, they did. 

N . And the train di dn I t travel as fast those days . 

I . You were telling me . . . 

N. I say, have you got it turned on? 

I. Yes . 

N. ~~11, I wanted to talk to you first . At tne time Lnat one or tne 

fires in Hays swept the south part of Hays and part of the north, there 

was a large prairie fire out in the counLrj just a mile away from where 

my home was . Cl:1e of our nei6hbors took his little child, wrapped it in a 

blanket, and carried il out onto the wheat field . Later on, his granery 

and 500 bushels of wheat was burned . He went out to look after his child 

and found that the blanket had qui te a number of spark holes in it , but 

the child was uninjured . Mr . Stout had left the house and had told me to 

walk out if the fire came over the hill , to walk out onto a pine . But the 

sparks f ell right on the porch bul never caught . And at the last draw, they 

finally managed co put the fire ouc . And in tllat way, our horses, who had 

oeen turned ou t , were not injured. 

I . How was this, that t he fi r e, how did the fire get started? 
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N. Fiom a burning straw stack. 

I. Uh hun. 

N. In 181)2, when I was a young girl nere in , going to scnool here in 

town, ttte soldiers got into a fight on north hain Street . And there was 

some shooting . One of the men living on the south side ot cne railroad 

track, took down his guns and sho .. , and accidentallf shot one of tne colored 

soldiers. Afterwards, the soldiers came back and tried to burn the town , 

and did sec a fire . And yuite a part ot it was burnt . 

Second Interview 

N. Well , if you want that st:orf I ' 11 give that to you . 

I . Oka; , just start off on it . 

N. Y~ah , 11e was workin& there about lU miles north of S;,ilina. 

I . This is one of your cousins? 

N. Tna t ' s one of mJ cousins, yeaci, yeah . Thal was Mike Koan. hikel 

Koan rather . And a , so a , they had to go about 10 miles more north, put 

up some hay from the farm there . Ah, they ' s go ing going back and forth. 

And a, one day chey was out there putting up hay . And mJ cousin, he was 

on, was on ~he hayrack . And the boss, he was picking up haf . They loaded 

U? hay and took two loads home every night wnen they went home . Went up 

there early in che morning and then a, they always figured the time , it 

takes so long to drive home . So LheJ loaded up and took two loads home . 

Bue one day he was out there loa ding hay and just as ne ' s a sitting, the 

boss hollered, "Hikel , there ' s a snake!" And they, both of c.hem was bare-

tooLect , they didi.1 1 t use shoes . And so he chopped up that pitch fork of 

hay there. i-.nd Hallard says, "Mikel, come down here!" He says, 11That 

sniake bit me . " 1Jell, ne just rolled off the ha/ rack, went down . The 

) 1.o. I 
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boss pulled out his knife . He says, 11 Here,' he says, "cut off cliat coe. 11 

1Ie sa:,s , "That's the toe where that snake bit in tnere . 11 11No," he says, 

"Boss," he sa;s , "I can ' t do that. Ah no, 11 he sa/s, 111 couldn't du it . 11 

''Oh, come on, 11 he says, "do it and do it rig11t now, 11 he sa;s, "before tnat 

ever gets in my blood . " 11No , 11 he says, "I can't do it . " He says, "You're 

a strong man . You ' re quite a bit stronger than I am, and you could kill 

me if I ' d a put , cut off your toe . 11 So f inally he says, 11No, 11 :1e sa/s, 

"Mikel," he says, 111 won ' t hurt you a bit . " " Well 11 Mikel, he s;1ys, "I 

cm ' t do it. 11 Hell, finally the boss says, "Wnat do you like to see, see 

me die here or cut off my toe?" Well, when he said chat why a , he says, 

"OkaJ , 11 he says, 111 1 11 cut it off." So he got him. He laid down and 

crawled in between these spokes of the wheels, the wagon wheels, and he 

clamped then in and turned his legs around, sit on top of his face, his 

head . And took that knife and cut that toe off . He was hollering, oh, he 

was hollering . Dut still ne kept on a going . Cuc that off . And wnen 

they had tha t cut off, the/ kinda scraped some 0£ that leather on their 

harness and put that stuff on there and stopped tne blood . ~nd they had 

a, handkerchief wrapped that up . !Jell, then, atler that they loaded their 

hay and then went on home . Yep . 

I. They took care of it? 

N. They took care of it . Yep . Next day tney went out putting up 

hay. And a, one time , you alwa/S had to go out early in the morning 

after the cows . And sometimes you got a , the horses was out there too . 

~11, he got so used to it he knew just where to walk . There 's a rock in 

the hill and a rock on top of the hill , a great big rock laying on top of 

the hill . And he always walked on top of that rock and looked where the 

Y£o./ 
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cattle was at . So we seen them where they were at . Well , one morning he 

walked out there. And he didn't think of anything else . He just done 

his morning prafers . He always don? that when ne walked out there and 

?rayers . And he waked up and when he was standing on top of that rock 

there, it s t arted to move . He looked down , and there was a great big 

snake rolling around . It was a, he ment i oned it was something like i 2 

foot long . And ne was lucky enough. He was barefooted. He didn ' t have 

no shoes. But he was lucky enough, and he j umped off . And that snake 

started to coming up head first . And he grabbed a rock and nit the snake 
... 

jus t below the mouth. And then he killed it afcer that . The nexc morning 

when he walked out there, he stopped and looked before he stepped on 

that rock. 

I . I'll bet he did. 

N. Yeah , Jes , sir . 

I. 1Jn.f don ' t you , since we have got tile recorder going now, why don 't 

you tell a little about this train wreck again so we ' ll have i t on tape . 

I was kinda of interested in that , about your father and how . . 

N. These t wo men there? 

I . Yeah, why don ' t you tel l that on tape . 

N. well, this a , that was in the 90 ' s there , the fir st part of the 

90 's, L890 ' s. The, my dad and one of our neighbors, of course, that was 

before mf time, so t hey two of them came together and s tarted to talking . 

They was, they was looking for help down in Salina to work for the rail -

road . So another fellow, which I don ' t know his name anjffiore, he wasn ' t 

he got im:o with them. And so they walked dm·m to Salina . And when he 

came down, then he started to work for the railroad company there . And 
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that time it wasn ' t the Union °acific . It was through the, I can't recall 

the name now in those days . Well, whatever it was, it's now Union Pacific . 

So they ' s been working there for a short time . -~11, they was laid off . 

And after they was laid off there, why, they didn ' t receive their checks 

right awaJ . They had to wait for their checks. But they didn ' t want to 

stay there and wait for that . So they made up their minds, they were 

going home . And a, they figured they ' d walk. 1'1y dad had a little money 

but in his mind he didn ' t feel that he coul d ride a train and let the 

other two buddies walk . bo mf dad told tht:m, the other t wo, he says, 

"1·Te'll go ride a freight train . " He says, " we ' ll go up there by the rail -

road tnere and watch that freight . And a, we ' ll catc h three different 

cars." He s ays , "I ' ll take the first one and you take the second and you 

take the third . But be sure and watch your step . So when that came, the 

train was about ready Lo leave , why they all three of them went out there 

and lined up . And my dad took his car , got up there . He looked around . 

The other two wasn ' t up there yet . They missed their car . And the train 

then was going too fast for him to go down there. So he s ta;ed on it till 

he got down to Brookville . And there that train st opped . So he made up 

his mind. He says, " I ' d better get off ." He says, "I'm riding this train 

and my two buddies they have to walk , so it isn ' t right for me . " So he 
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got off and that train and sat dm-m in the corner there at the depot there 

in the dark and went to sleep. And he kept on a sleeping there until next 

morning . And next morning he woke up why he looked east and he looked west . 

And he couldn ' t see his buddies . Finally, he thought , well, he, they might 

have passed alread/. I just s tart out walking slow and maybe they ' re pas sed . 
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If not , whj they' re gonna catch up with me anyhow. So he wa lked until 

he got up , up to that curb there, right a, ah, a little ways wes t oft.hat 

town there. And that whole dog gone train was laying down there . Every-

thing ; engine , caboose , and all cars was laying there . v.ell, he passed 

that up . He just walked by . And then finally he thought, well these 

t wo buddies must be, muse. be gone . So I just decided I want to walk faster . 

And he walked f aster and f inally he noticed something way up in front on 

the railroad there. And these two buddies of his, why they walked slow and 

always l okking for Andrew. When they came up to tnat, that train wreck 

there, t ha t morning , they never stopped or never s leeped that night , they 

just walked through . Why they came up to that wreck . Why they 

searched every car along tha t rail there chat was laying down there, 

looking for Andres , their buddy . But Andrew wasn ' t there. Well , they 

know Andrew must have been dead . 1-/hy that wreck they had there why a you 

couldn't get out alive . So when they was pas t the engine, why both of 

them s tarted to pray for Andrew now because Andrew was dead so we ' ll have 

t o pray tor him . And we'll walk home and t ell the bad news then . So 

finally when they was walking slow there , then a and still had their minds 

on Andrew . He might s till , s t ill might be alive, but never can 

11.i-1 
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tell . But finally t hey seen him coming . Of course, they didn I t know him at the 

start . 13ut a s he came closer, they noticed him. And they j usc about 

started t o cry, on account that they met again on the railroad there . And 

tl1en they walked on home all t.he way . And they asked Andrew, they says , 

"How did you get out of that train wreck without being killed there and 

without even having a scratch on you?" "Well," he says , "I wasn ' t on that 

X.XXi:Rx±ruc8xliRqxmcxxim_f!NXWHXlQlllll!XX&XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX.XXXXXXXXX.X.X 

train . " 11You went on that train in Salina. 11 "Yes, I was on that train in 
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Salina, but when we came to that little town there," he says, "I didn ' t 

reel tnat I should s tay on that . " He says, "I was feeling you buddies 

shouldn't have co walk and I was riding that train easy . So, I just got 

off, sat down in the corner nere in the dark and went to sleep . " " Well," 

they says , " We 've just passed through that: town during the night . " Well, 

when tney came nowin why they told the story around home here. And finally 

they says, 11Well," he sa/s , "we hope ou r pra/ers ain ' t los t . ' ' TheJ ' d be 

as •good fo r s omebody else . 

I . I'm glad it came out all ri ght . What did the e arly setlers do 

f or entercainment? 

N. Wel l , they didn ' t h ave no entertainment . Well, they builded a 

building or a house or something like that . ~by a , chey usually came 

toge ther and helped these neighbors and f riends . They came a long and 

helped . And when they was fini s hed , that p erson usually got a keg of 
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beer . And that was tt1eir entertainment and a paymen t they had t o make for 

the labor . The a , there wasn ' t anything like a you ' d have to hire a feller 

co nelp to build a house or s o . In cases, tney nad to hire a man for a 

couple of da ys maybe, a carpenter who done the carpenter work, most of 

the bes t things , the main things . 

I. ~.bul d theJ be makin g che s od houses usually then o r a . . ? 

N. Well , yes . It start in the s od houses . But then later on, t hey 

s tarted on the buil ding of these wood houses . On these wood house s, the/ 

had to nave a little carpenter t o help along . Too , that carpenter maybe 

had a hammer a n d a s aw and maybe one the old four - c ornered re i ls . He made 

a chisel out of that . And when he built his window fr ames, well he took 

that chisel made out of an old iron nail and cut that g r oov e in there 
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below wher che siding is suppose to go in after they put on the siding . 

Well , then the door frames, he made . They alwafs fit . Always something 

about them that wasn ' t quite straight , but then you'll see Lhem nowadays, 

too . 

I. "Jell , then how abou t their threshing then when they had Lheir 

wheat? How did they go abou t that? 

N. You mean this country here? 

I. Yeah . 

N. When they pu t up their harvest , their wheat there , they s tacked 

it up in s tacks . Tney had a, oh at firs c they had a t wo, three, four 

neighbors came together and ma ybe bought a machine , header machine . And 
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a then they cut that wheat together . 'fhe f arme r s didn ' t farm much wheat . 

Only a , on not too manf acres . So a , they made that round . The; cut this 

farmer 's wheat and the other and so on . All of thes e pitched in and cut 

toge ther . And then when the a, tha t wheat was seasoned enough to thrash, 

the a , t wo went together . Tney had some ou t s ider come in with a thrashinb 

machine . Of course , there ' s some mac l1ines around 11ere too . They natl a 

couple of them a round here . Tnere ' s s till one of them up here nort h of 

Walker . 

I . Oh uh , uh . 

N. Ya , there ' s still a machine there north of Walker . Of course, 

that wasn 1 t one of tne fors t ones . And when they started to pitch tneir 

whea t in front of the machine there , they would go through the machine . 

They had eight , ten t o twelve horses each to a r ig there , oh Sa/ about a , 

40 fee t or something off of the machine . And t hat do hichey t here in 

German we call it a hor sebower; but in English I can ' t call it j ust now. 
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I know the name, but I can't call it . So this do hickey tnere, why a with 

these horses, hitched two behind each other . It was a round thing . The/, 

this, there was a driver right in the iniddl~, standing on the platform . 

And ne started these horses going around and around and around tnere. 
> 

And there was a big rod or a big wheel first right under the ?latform, 
(. 

great big one . And below there was this small cop wneel with a pipe on 

tt1ere . And that pipe went clear up to the machine . And on that machine, 
,~ 

there's the a , the a , pipe there had another cop wheel there , tne other 
u<• 

end . And would on the machine . So this big cop wheel drove , drive this 
. ,. 

little one. And that pipe driving these two cop wheels there . And tnat 

drive the whole macnine there, with these horses . And then thet started 

to pitct1 in tneir wneat . And one man, or a woman or whatever it was, he 

always had to be on the side of the machine . The a, this wheat there, 

didn I t go ur when it was all thras hed and all cleaned out . It didn I t go 

up in the elevator. It came down and came ou t on the side below the 

machine there . And they nad a l wafS two bushel baskets there or rather 

half a bus hel pails, they had . And they a , a feller alwa1s had to watch 

that . Just a s soon as one of t hem was f ull why he pulleci thac out and 

set another one under tt1ere . And then he put that whea t in a sack . 

Somebody had to be there witn an empty sack to put chat wheat in . And 

they usually put in three a sack, three halt of bushels of wheat in one 

sack, carry that . So tney , when he had t hese a bushel s and a halt ot 

wheat in there , why h~ put tnat on a wagon. 'lell , he had co take another 

sack and ?Ut that in. Fill tnat up that much . So when tne/ nad tlteir 

wagon loaded t.here , how many sacks they wanted on there , well somebody 

took tnat wagon , drove it up to the granery . Of course, we didn't, they 
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d1.dn I t c al l it granery . T e/ called it a umbac ' . 

I . On . 

1 . lea • . Su quite a te1 ot tlese graneries t ere, Lhey d a door 

01 tne ou t side . nd t1ey tad a door and pretty near close lo the road . 

And t 1e ste?S on Lne outs1. de w l dug up t ere . nd t ese farmers t ey 

Just too tt1ese sacks i1 t 1 wheat on tne1 r shoulders and carried up on 

u1-::se seeps and dumped ct down in t granerJ . T11e; never thour,ht about 

tnat the/ could u c:nat in down below . T11e1 always carrieJ t at up . 

nd sometimes tney was tl1ra s ning by e sack, so many bus els in tne 

sack . T1at 1 s w at c ey 1ave to pay their t1ras er man . Sot ey usuallJ 

was tryin1:, tu get one man to tie t ese sac s . T 1ey always figured that 

tw bus el in a s ack . nd the y ad only but one man w o could really tie 

a sack ri g t close to t e top . And tnis man , w en he was avai 1 able he 

usually received o say maybe 50 cents a day j ust tying these sacks . Or 

maybe s ome farmer gave t1im an overall or a pant s . It wasn't overall 

these days, ic was pants . Just for t ying t ese sacks. \..'hy t 1ese s acks , 

ere uas w bus11el in a sack, an when he tied t em, he always had t wo 

bushel and a half int ere . So these farme r s t here w y he gained tat 

muc . So e could have s pent tha money 

that it took . 
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I. '.Jell , how about the sc ools in the early times? Di d they have .. . ? 

How were t eir sc ools fixed up? 

N. Well , they didn ' t have no schools . Very l it tle , very little . 

I . Mostly , they j ust spent the time on t1e farms hen? 

r-. . 1ostlJ . Yeah . Yeah . They went to school, well all they learned 

these days our people , Lhat was German . And they ha a couple of months 

of school, but a , where we lived . 
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I . Do you remember anf sonbs tha · /Ou u s ed to s in~ either in 

German or n"'lisn round? 

N. \}ell , we used LO sing L 1at, oh w11at.: you c al tnern, a ludalia 

Sj)eSpa . 

I . Can y u sin b it fur us rlg1t now? 

N. o . 

Oh , you be ter Lrf . 

N. Oh no . 1 en you sinb thaL , /OU got to ave a couple of fellers 

;: getner . 

I . You gol to nave a couple? 

Yea Yeah, one 01 tlem 1as goc to be a leader . 1e other . 

I . Oh, I see . Do ;ou remember s me of che oords or t e chorus do 

you kno 1'? Do you remember w tat t e c oru s wa s or t 1e wm:·ds? 

N. O , yea , I remember sorne . 

(Talking in German) 

No , I made a mista e . I s ould have started chat different . 

Should have started in a different spot ? 

N. ·1 
Yean , that 's par t o f it there . ' 1at in Engli sh, can you tell me 

a little of what tnat means 111 Engli sh? 

N. • ell in En[,li sh tha means somet hi ng like c is . THis preac er 

t t1ere , why he wanted more money . d so ne kinds of made up a song . And 

ic started out at first . In my German I I ve tried o explain 11ere t at 

should have been pretnear the last . The preac her says, "Now f armers it you 

aon ' t give me anymore pa/ , chis a I won 1 t sing anymore of the vespers 

for you . 11 Well , f i nally the f armers mad up thei r mind , we 1 ll g1ve him a 

:.,ou s e . o wnen he nad that goose tnere, why a, well h s ays, "T at's 
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somethir1g. 11 But ne said "Taat ain't enougn, got Lo be more . 11 ~/ell , 

finally they made up their mind; they gave lnm a nob, a pig . ;,Well , 11 ne 

sa)'s, 11Thac 's somecninf, , buc still cnat 's not enough . 11 So the/ made 

up their mind to give ttirn a calt. 11\Jell, 11 he says, 11That 1 s helps along, 

but still there's got to be more . " t,.lell, t.ne/ made up their mind . They 

;;ave him a cuw. Well , tne cow was pretty good . '-,by ne could use that . 

Ile could milk that cow and l1ave milk , cream, butler, there . He could use 

that . But still ne wasn't quite satisfied yet . He still wanted more . 

Well , ne says a, farmers there came together and talked it over . He says, 

111Jny not, let. ' s give him a horse, yet . " So they &ave rnm a horse . So 

that. l:'reacher st.arced out . He says, "The farmers, cheya , chey gave me 

a f.oose . The goose, he 1 s :;ot a llat foot . Then after that they gave me 

a p i g. The pig ' s got a 1f).iit foot . And then after that, wny they gave 

me a calf. And he says , "The calfs ' always hollered 'maaaaaa'." And he 

says, "After that," he says, " they gave me a cow. " He says, " I was 

satis ried with a cow. I got use out of that, but that cow always hollered 

' moooooo ' . " And he says, " The horse they gave me to sel 1 . " He says, 
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"But I know they should use that money fort.he drink and drinking whiskey ." 

He says, "That's the only place where I should s pend that money to have 

a good time ii, an wniskey . " And that 1 s the preacher said , "That 1 s what 

I . That 's the song then? 

N. Yean , yeah , tha t ' s about it . 

I . Sounds like that woul d be a lot of f un to sing . 

N. Oh it is . It was . It was . Real f un . Yes sir . 
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I . -~re there any other songs that ;ou remember that you used to 

sing or heard sing? 

N. •..ell, we used t.o have sonr,s whicn just Like you woul o talk nere. 

Ue \lould start it out at one end ot che Lown . ,~11, one of Lhem done Lne 

leadin;; . Well he says, "Has JOU ever at tnis man ' s house?" Called him 

by name . And the other of the , says, "No , we've never been . " iJell , t.hey 

walked on . So they just walked one street down; the other street up . 
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As man/ streets as there was and always kept on a singing . " Was you ever 

by this family here?" AnJ the other says, "No, we've never been . 11 And 

then tl1e next iellow why , the next house why a was you ever by chis familJ? 

" No , we ' ve never been . " 

I . Just as you went bf tne house? 

N . Went bj the house, Jean . 

I . Uh huh . On this first song , that you were telling us about just 

a minute ago when did you especially sing it? Do you remember anytime 

that you . . . ? 

N . Well , we usuall/ sing that in the fall . 

I . Uh hu h . 

N. Host times . See, when we was out a farming . \/hen we was ou t 

farmine , why we had different farms . And these days we bots , not j us t we 

bu / all , pertneer all bots, they h a d to go ou t on a different place farming . 

And then we was bachelors . oacched . And I usually had to do the 

cooking . And in the evening es pecially on Sundays , Sunday evening when we 

didn ' t have anything to do , well a bunch of boys got together o u t on the 

farm way out in the open ther e, and then there ' s the place where we most 

of the tirne sin0 there . Especially one place there , it wa s , well it I s a 
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place . It 1 s up in the air base now. Tnere 's a family there . There ' s a 

little relation to me yec . And we used to go there quite a bic and on 

Sunday nights or so when we was out there . And there was a time around 

8 o ' clock, something like tnat , this a , the children of their families 

they had to go in praying . Get to go in che house and pray a rosary, 

every night . Of course we had to do tnat at home too when we was home . 

And when the/ was in prating, why we usually sLarted tt1at song and just 

as loud as we could . And one of the boys came out again, he says, 

" Whatever you do , 11 he says, " don I t sing that song anymore wnen we have 

to go in praying ." So we asked wny . "Well, " ne says, 11jou know our dad , 

ne' s a great singer and he likes to hear them songs, and he stops a lot 

of times with his praying and listen to you out here . But then we have to 

kneel there and wait til he prays again . " 

I . Do you remember any other songs like that, that you might have 

sung? 

N. Oh , I couldn I t know just how. I wouldn ' t know an; now. Oh, we 

had quite a few of them, but s til 1 not . 

I . They kinda get away from you? 

N. On, yeah , yeah , yeah . 

I. Do you remember any, remember any cures that you might have had , 

that were nanded down, you know, fo r different thing s? When you got sick, 

did they try anything expecially on you like turpentine or anything like 

that? 

N. 1-:e1l , yeah, you just say it happened that there was there onc e . 

One night there where myself and a buddy of mine , we was running around 

there , and he wanted to cat ch me . And my oldest broLhers, they pu t a 
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fence, one wire fence . And it was up about on tnree feet high from the 

ground . And tnat buddJ of mine he wanted co catch me, and I j ust dodged 

him. And I dodged tne fence . And I hol lere d , "Nick, there's a fence! 

Nick, there's a f ence! Nick lookout t here's wire !" Well , he didn't hear 

me. So ue just run alon2, into that wire . And he cut his face and ear . 

He cu t tnat ear in pieces there . And so we went up to the house . And 

we came up to t:he house , oh blood was runnin& all over . 1Jell, all they 

did t:heJ j ust grabbed an old shoe and scraped the s hoe sole, the botcom. 

Scraped tl1at fine l eather otf ot that and put it on the re . Couple of 

minutes, the blood stopped . 

I . Is that ri ght? 

N. Yeah, Jeah . 

I . Do you remember any, well ;1ou mentioned that not too much enter-

tainment . t-.~re there anJ games that you especially pl ated? 

N. hell , we had a game there where we played . It was, oh we had a 

stick t here . And a, there's maybe four, fiv e , s ix boys or girls together 

Lhere . And we had took an old tin can . It , that kind of a round little . 

And a we had as many hoa.es as there was boys and girls there . And we had 

sticks about oh three to four feet long . And we played the , that a , that 

a, game we called "HousaL" So we had one of them, he was in the, had to 

stay in the center . And whoever hit that can ther e, and another party 

could gel in each hole . Each one of them had a hole a round the outside 

of the, that center hole . And he a l ways had to keep hi s stick in there . 

And then the one in the middle witn the can there he hit that can. Either 

way , didn't matter which way , but he hit that can. And wherever that c an 

went through that f eller had to hit that can and so he I s got to go some 
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place else . And that person in the middle, he a , when he had a chance , 

he just put his stake in tnis fellow 's hole there . So this man , boy had 

to go in the middle . And a lot of times it took a long time before this 

boy got out of the middle . Once ne got out, ot f and on . And then we had 

another game . 't-/e called that " Caruker.11 So we took a rouna piece of wood 

that we cue them off from trees , about six inches long and about an inch 

and a half , tow inches thick , the diameter . Then we had a , let 1 s see i:wo , 

seven, well no, no, we had two ends . Seven on the , sa / on the west end 

and seven on the east end . And they was apart about 20 sticks, s omething 

like that . And then there was two or four or six players . Well , each 

player had a stick . We cut them from the trees too . They was a s t icks 

about oh maybe an inch or little over an inch thick and a bout two and a 

half feet long . ilell , we made the ring around the a, them small s ticks. 

,,;e set up three of them with the ends up on top of that one 's laying on 

the gr ound , back end down in the ground. And then we set, laid another 

two on top ot them and one up in the middle . And so that was both ends 

was the same . And then we tried to thr ow t nem out of that ring . We 

throwed our s ticks, what we had . And wnoever had them all ou t first, them 

s hort pieces of wood out of that rine, he won the game . Then they had to 

change . They always had to change . Wnenever somebody won a game, they hd 

to go to Lhe circle, but the parties on the east end had to go we s t . And 

we played that " Carnica . 11 Well that, and we played that a, oh there ' s 

another game . I can ' c call now . 

I . Do you remember how it was pl ayed? 

N. Well, they s till got it, yet now, that they play with these, 

these a wooden balls here that a . 
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I . Oh a, crocnec is it? 

N. Ya, crochet . Ya, ya, we played that . Ya, that one farmer up 

there the farm the air base now, they used Lo have the blacksmiths ouc. 

there too . And he was a real sport with crochet . And wnen there was 

a couple of fellers came there, they had some plow shears to be sharpened. 

Well, finally he says, " Why not go out there, and let ' s have a game of 

crochet first . " Well, so they went out and played a little crochet. And 

then they went back in and sharpened his sl1ears. 

I . Did they ever get in horse races like they do now wi th cars? 

N. The horse races, there ' s a there was quite a bit . Oh yes . There 

was quite a bit . 

I . Do fou remember any especially that sort of stuck in your mind? 

N. 1-;ell, there ' s a myself. l{nen I was a bachelor, I used to bach 

t he'!."e for 18 months. And boy I had s ome chickens and hogs and cows . I 

took a little cream or eggs to town . And one day I took cream to town 

and always when I drove to t own I ' d pass my dad ' s fa r m. And tha t day my 

mom, mot her, she went along with me . So we went to town . And I had a 

little colt, my pony had a little colt . And I had that tied up right side 

of that pony t here . I had that hitched up to a one horse buggy . So one 

of the neighbor ' s boys came along, and he passed me up . Well , I couldn ' t 

take that . So I j us t made up my mind . I says, " Pony, cor.e on let ' s go . " 

So he s Larted out. ~11, we chere for quite a bit . Of course, my mom 

s topped me . She says , "Ernest, " s he says, " that ' s not the wa y to do it . 11 

She says, "Take it eas y . Drive your hors e slow. You ' ll get home anyhow. 

Let him go , 11 she says . 

I . ~11 , back on thi s matter of cures, do you remember anything else 

like well, cures for varts or rheumatism or things like that thac people 

had? 
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I. Oh? 

N. This, Lhat was in nineteen hundred and seven or eight or nine, 

one of the three years now it was . I had m/ hands full of warts, both 

of them, compleLely, fingers and all . I couldn ' t: wash myself clean any-

more . It wasn 1 t possible . 1~11 , one morning I started the medicine, but 

I don't know how or why I done it . I always had, in the morning I always 

had to take my pony and ride back in che pasture and gee our cows and 

horses. And Lnere ' s some of that snake milk we'd call it . This grows 

up straignt; and when fou break it, it ' s just like milk . And that mornin.,, 

there, I never thought of anything at all, not a bit . I walked along, 

and there 's so much of that weeds there . And I just broke off a piece and 

started to dip m; warts . And I dipped everyone of them on my hand , on 

both hands there. So I got my horse and went back there, got the cattle 

and horses. And, well, my mom had breakfast ready by that time . I went 

in there to eat . Of course , I washed myself there . And then we ate, and 

we uent out and done our farm work . \.,ell, next morm.ng I done tnat, the 

same without thinl5-ing of anything . I never thought of anything at all . 

So I broke off some of that weeds and did my warts . And the third mornin0 

I went out chere, and the third morning I ' d, I wanted to do it Lhen . I 

broke off a piece tnere and trying to dip them. 1,.):?11, there wasn ' t a one 

of them left on my hand. They was gone; everyone of them was gone . And 

some of these boys , when they nad these boils, uell some of them just 

went to work and got one of these we used to call them a horse plier . 

i;l?ll, we'd cut off Lhe horse ' s hoof . Well , all they did , they just took 

that plier and then reached around and pinched that boil off. Yes, sir. 
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N. It was painful but for ;,i shorL time . But t11en after Lhat why 

it was free . 

I . ·men you nad a cold or anything like that, did your mother give 

you anything especially to ... ? 

N. Well , when we had colds, ~..,hy in these days they usually had whis -

key shipped in . And there 's where we got our whiskey . So I remember .... 

I . You never faked a cold, did 1ou? You never put on like /Ou were 

11aving a cold , did Jou? 

N. No, no . Just wnen somebody was kind;,i sick like that wi~h a cold 

01: something like that why we went to work and then got us a oh say a 

good drink of whiskey . And then we put. that in boiling water . Put a 

litlle sugar in there . And then drink that just as hot as you could get 

it down there . And then go to bed and cover up completely . And stay 

there and sweat . well , if you stayed there let ' s say if you took a drink 

like that in the evening , by the next morning you usually was fresh up. 

Okay to go to work . 

I . How about dancing? Was there folk dancing or square dancing or 

any kind of dancing then? 

N . Oh, yes . Yes . But it didn ' t bother me at all . 

I. Un, huh . 

N. I danced once when I uas a kid . I was 13 years old . And my 

oldest brother and sister, they goL 1 arried . And there 's a lad/ there, 

I don ' t know who she was. I never knew that ladf before, and I didn ' t 

kno"' her afterwards either . She grabbed me , and says, "Come on . " She 

saJs, "We ' ll , we have to dance one . " I says, "No," I sa/s, "not me . 11 
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ell , sne was a strong lady so what could I do? I nad to go alonb. So 

weroade three rounds there. And after the/ quit playing for the third 

time, why somebody mentioned to me now you have to play, pay the musicians . 

You see, in these days they didn I c 11i re the musicians . The dances, they 

always had to pay them . 

I . Oh, I see. 

N. And I told them, I says , 11Nothin 1 doing." I says, 111 1m not 

going to pay anything for . 11 I says, "I have to work coo hard for Lh e 

dance here and pay on top?" I says, 11No, 11 I says , 11That 1 s my last . " 

And there's where I quit . No, I never been on .. well I take that back , I 

was on a dance once . Bu t I was there for something else . I wasn ' t tnere 

to dance . No , I didn ' t go to dances at all . Of course, we had some 

dances, they was like barn dances out in the c ounty, but ver y few . In 

town here they sometimes when they came toget~'ler , the; mi2,ht dance a 

little in Lhe evening . But if the priest ever gal around , Lhat ' s too bad . 

I . I 1ve heard the expression "play party games. 11 Do you remeinber 

if , you ever famili ar with something called a "plaJ party game?" 

N •~11 , there ' s 2lay party games . Yeah , but still I couldn ' t ex-

plain them just the way we should . You see, we had one of them; we ' d 

tie 'em up, blindfold t:hem . And then we walked around . And we hit him 

on the back . r,;iall , ,1e nad co guess who that was. well , if he couldn ' t 

guess it, why he got another lickin 1
• And sometimes he got: himself , had 

to be blindolded ma/be 10 or 15 minutes before he ever got the r ight 

feller that hit him. 

I . He might get pretty sore . 

N. Oh ya . Oh ya . 

I. well , did they have these 11pla1 parties" very often? 

N. No, noL too often . No . No . 

/ 9 .!'f 
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