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Destroys Art Annex
Fire of unknown origin destroyed t he

art annex at Fort Ha ys State ollege
March 5 and forced more t han 400 st u­
dents to work and study in improvised
quarte rs .

The a nnex hou sed facilitie for 15 art
cla sses in sc ulpture, painting, drawing
a nd cre ative phot ography, a nd include d
so me fac ult y office space a nd a storage
area f or sever a l a r t pi eces be longing to
fac ult y and st ude nt artists. Equipmen t
used f or t he classes was al so des t r oyed.

Th e annex , located on t he northwest
cor ne r of the ca m p us alon g Hi g hway
40, had been used by the art depart men t
since 1963.

Th e fram e and st ucco building was
bu ilt in 1936 a s a Nati onal Yo uth Ad­
ministration work proj ect a nd was used
as a maint enance shop un til t he ar t de­
partment bega n using the str ucture t o
meet ove rflow enroll me nt in a rt cla sses.

Presid en t M. C. Cunningha m h as re­
ported an es t ima t ed $51,075 in building
and equip me nt losses ca used by t he fi re.
He emphasized that t his is t he actua l
equipment and building loss and n ot t he
r eplacem ent cos ts, which would be con­
side ra bly hi gher.

He al so sa id t hat t he estimate do es
not include any loss of mat erials and
supplies of fa cul ty m embers and stu­
dents.

Dr. Joel Moss, head of the art depart ­
men t , sa id that the estimated loss of
s t udent and faculty materials and sup­
plies is more than $14,000.

This fi gure includes los ses of mo re
t han 50 pain ting s , sculpt ure and ot he r

art examples from personal faculty col­
lections which were used by t he art
facu lty members as teaching aids.

Other creative losses included a per­
manent graduate stude nt collection,
g r adu ate t hesis work, examples by more
than 400 stude nts wh o worked and st u­
di ed in the annex a nd art pi eces for use
in ex hib itions .

So me of t he eq uipme nt a nd mat er ial
losses in cluded easels, drawing stands,
ta bles , che mica ls, paints, ca nvas, m odel ­
in g wax , visual a ids , book s, proj ect ors,
sma ll tool s, kiln s and a va riety of ot her
art obj ect s and materials.

Al so lost were materi al s prepared for
two important departmental r esea r ch
project s. On e of these wa s ca lle d t he
" Lucas Film Project ," in which f a cul ty
members were preparing educa t io nal a nd
historical film s and com me ntary on the
" Ga rde n of Eden " in Luca s. Th e garde n,
a cco rding to Dr. Moss, is "the only ex­
a mple of primi tive art of its kind in ex­
isten ce."

The ot he r proj ect was a research pro­
g ra m in which art faculty member s were
dev eloping new techniq ues of te ach ing
a rt.

F our apartments a t Lewi s F ield a re
being us ed as t emporary classroom s. A r t
exhibits f or the r est of t he spri ng have
been ca nceled and classes will be he ld
in the lounge- gallery a t Davis H all.

Offers of help have been r eceived
from local persons and organization s a s
well a s from coll eges and individuals in
Hastings, Neb. , Kansas City, E l Dor a do,
Garden Cit y and elsewhe re.

lVIAR H , 1967
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