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A J. •RS (Interviewed by Al.Jri.a Johnson) 

1- 10 Introducti~n 

R, 
39 '8" 

F~t.t m 
tc:J:5~ 
)?o. I~ 

11-1 2 11The tal of two cities" (The county seat fight between Ravanna and 
Eminence, Kansas) 

183-233 On · he bed Ground in a Cow Camp {s~) 
234-367 Fi ht a t Ravan..'1a 
36 -4 0 Iorse thief 
441 1 67 • rly school experiences 
46 -490 ~lect ·ng county of icers 
h91-,510 W n-on travel 
511-52 Visitin Lawrence afte Quantrill's raid 
530-~69 Get i Glasses 
570-596 alo 
597 17 rly-day sights 
618 71 Re iniscences 
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INFORM.ANT BIOGRAPHY FORM 

t 9 .rk' 
)to ,/?-

-,.--- -----
1. Name : 1

1 26 Date : July 4, 1958 
Andy J. l,vers --·--------------------.------·----

Dighton, Kansas , 4. Co~~: 1• Ag89 ! 3. Address : 
·6: Place of Birth: ·- ---·-·- ----·· ··I 

__________ Ga ___ s_c_o_na-=d_.e __ Co_ tm_ty......_.1_Mis....;. _s_o_ur_i _ _ ~t l3, l ~-- -- ---~-· [ 
7. Ancestry : 9 . Education Circle highest1 1 -------·- ·---·-·- - -- -1 Grade se.,ool 1 2 3 4 5 6 7@i 

Languages spoken : , High School 1 2 3 4 I College 1 2 3 4 I ________ __________ _..._ ·----- -- - ·--··t 
10. Places of residence: ' tat es : j 

Rush Cowity 

Hodgeman Cowity 

e lm Lan Co ty 

--·- · 
11. Present occupations . 

retired -13. Father ' s name : 
A. E. I,vers 

------ -
14. Father's place of birth: 

Io-wa 
-
15 . Grandfather ' s place of birth: 

Didn ' t know 
16. Grandmother's place of birth : 

--21. Place and condition of interview: 

At the home o-r Mr. A. J. }trers, 
22. Remarks : 

' 1m I 

I - --- 1 1879 

/91() -----! 
__ I 

12. Former occupati~: 
PDD~te Judge of e Cow ty 

-t 
( 

17. Mother I s name : 
Aliza :t,trEXt"s 

- --
18. Mother' s place of birth : 

Tennessee 

19. Gr andfather 's place of bi rth : 

hese. - ---•~.o·•······ 20. Grandmother' s place of bi rth : 

Dighton, Kansas July 4, 1958 ·-- --·---·- ·-. 

A recording of his story of the "TaJ..e of Two Cities", the Co wity 

s eat fight between Ravanna and Eminence. 

---------- ---Collector ' s name : 
Mt-s. Alma D. Johnson 
Addreses 

------- - - ---·-·-·- · 
I Shields, Kansas _______ J ________ _ ____ - ---·· .. 
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Song or Story Information Form 

------· ... - - . 
1 . I nformant's name : 2. Date 

- - ---'-~~~~--- ----- ---- ---+~..:.J::::::Jl 4 , 1958 4. Record or tape Number J. I n.formant ' s name of song or story: 
"The Tel.e or Two CitiesL Ravanna and J!)ninence 

5. Standard name of song or s tory: 

6. Where and how di d informant learn t he song or s t ory f 

I 1, 
I 

His personal. Et!CpePi•oe t bai:@ llZla told t o bi rn 1:v others. __ -----
Approximate date of learni ng: 

1881 or 1882 
8. 

l 9 .. 

I 
I~ • 
I 

I 

Has t he i nformant seen t he sto~y or song i n print? 
(Wher e and when) 

Not as !\-. }trers told i t toda;y. 

Was s ong accompanied by a game or dance? Yes 
Descri be : ---

Yes No x -- -

No ---

1- ---------------------- --- --- ------------
jJ.O. Instr ument used (if played in a special manner indicate) : 

11. Special exp~anations of the song or stor y by informant : 

The st ory i s an illustration or how vot ing was done in some places 

in the early d~ s. Another story is added of an experi ence at a dance 
in this same area. 

1- - --------- - ---------- ---- - -----------·--·- ... 
12. Remarks : 

I 
..-------- - ---- - · - - - - - __ J 

Collector ' s name : 
Mr's • .AlJDa. D. Jolmson 

Jdd.rau :··• · ·· 
Shields , Kansas 

- ------ -- ---------··-·--···- ·-·· 



THE DIGHTON HERA 
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- I 

I 
the same man owned both papers. 

The town claimed 2,000 popula-
tion. The:·e were se,.,eral eating 

i ho~ses. But the ones there th£ 
longest wei·e the Eagle house, run 

; by D. W. Herman, and the Grand 
Central, owned by a MI. Speck. 
J ames Cross had a large hotel in 
the same part of town. The town 

j was a mile east and west and a 
:mile north and south. In the north 
pa1't, John Bull had a cheese fac-
tory,. A, man by the name of Crow 
had a large department store and 

I on Main street there was a doctor 
t 'by the name of Murphy . 
... if I The building on the extreme 

1}<~~~~..t...~V ~ , south is Jim Willis's Livery barn. 
:'.:'..::.::'..lr=~"":~:.::=:=:~~~;':!:~~ ~:7=:::-::--::..;-- I When this town was at Its biggest, 

, it was in Hodgeman county. It was 

. 
i~ p,;. ;Jj ."""' . --~~ ..... 

in Hodgeman county until the 
I spring of '87. This town was called 
j Buffalo Cer,ter and Cowland. There I 
, were two towns at one time, Cow-
land and Ravanna. Cowland was 
north of the road runnln~ east and 
west and Ravanna was on the south 
side. It was the same way with the 
two newspapers. They also had two 
'banks in this town. One was 

.,,.,11t,, by a man named Hunt and 

Garden City. The town then was 
in four counties and never was 

.',{ moved-Buffalo county, Hodgeman 
•~ county, Garfield county and last 

I other was r un by a man by the -= .' name of J. F . Crocker. When the 
~'..lt::t:~~....,,~ town blew-up Crocker moved 

.._ _ _ . but not least. Finney county. Now it 
THIS IS A picture of the once t th j t b ·1cr I is a ghost town in Garfield town- , own, ere was us one U1 mg I ship Finney county. 

boom town of Ravanna. It was in there and the town was called Buf- I • 
Gadleld county July 4, 1888 when 'falo Center. for it was in Buffalo ----------- ·--
the picture was taken. The building county at that time. Buffalo county 
No. 1 is the International bank, made 106 counties In Kansas. I 
No. 2 Grand Central hotel, No. 3 , This picture only shows part of 
Crows Department store, No. 4i Ra- the town. You are looking north In 
vanna bank, No. 412 polling place, 'th!! pictw·e. It doesn't show the 

.., ,__, r o...-•- •--- .. --...._~ ............. _h_,...,t:",. nr t hp big 
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INFORMANT BIOGRAPHY F0~1'f 
Fbbb '7f7 -- -------------------- -------
/ 9 J-gl 1. Name: Andy J • ?vars I 2 s Date: July 4, 1958 

I 

llc. t" ;~·-Address: Dighton_,_Kan_s_a_s ____________ j _L_. _c_o_un_t_y_: _re_n_e ____ rA:e89 ~- 1 
6. Place of Birth: 
_ _ ____ G=as_e_o .... ne ..... d _____ e ____ Co_tm.~ty-, _Mis __ a~o_ur~i ____ .lugus_~t~ 1868 -,-.---- - --L\·· [ 

7. Ancestry : 9. F.ducation \Circle highest, I 
__ ___ 1· Grade &e.'lool 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 ~I 

8. Languages spoken: High School 1 2 3 4 
____________________ ..... i_College 1 2 3 h----·-··1. 
10. Places of residence: ' tates: 

Rush Cotm.ty 

Hodgeman County 1879 

lene comrt;y II/Of 

11. Fresent occupationi . 12. Former occupations: i 
__ r_e_t_ir_ed~------------- ~obate Juige of I.ene Cotm~ ____ ·-

13. Father 1 s name: 17. Mother's name: 

______ A. ~-~~---- ___ _____ _ __ AJ,i~a ~-=er .... s.._____ _ __ i 
_h. Father's place of birth: 18, Mother's place of birth: I 

I _____ Ia.-t.m ____________ _ -+ _______ T.uADD=..L.Cfi!1.:1S ... s.cee1::..-________ . .. i 
15. Grandfather's place of birth: 19. Grandfather's place of birth: 

1 ________________ .=;;,D=id=lll==--'t::.....f==o-=-v_th=e~s:.;:e~------------ ·- ····----
16. Grandmother's place of birth: 20. Grandmother's place of birth: 

----------·------------------ -- . .. 
21. Place and condition of interview: 

At the home of Mt-. A. J. Ivers, Dighton.I. Kansas-July 4, 1958 
22. Remarks: 

A recording of his song, "Im the Bed Ground-in a Cov eamp• 
as heard by a Cow-puncher, Dick Ge.die, in 1882, near Leoti, Kansas 

This cowboy was working for E. K. Outfit Headquarters out of Gara.Ell 

City. '11le Hl.izzard of 186 put this outfit out of business~ 

-- - ----------Collector's name: 
Mrs. AJ..ma D. Johnson 
Address: 

_____ -·--- · _______ __ I _ Shields, Kansas _ __ __ 
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ON THE BED GROUND IN A COW CAMP 

Come all you tender colleges, if you should have some ftm.. 

Go out among the cowboys, they will show you how its done. 

They will ride the prairies over and at night when they l ay down. 

Their hearts as gay as the f lowers in May with their bed made on 

the grotm.d. 

They ·will go to the ball and swing the girls, they are pretty good 

at that, 

They will ride the bucking bronco and wear the wide briIID:ned hat, 

With a Cali..fornia saddle, Yith pants stuck in their boot, 

You will hear the spurs a jingling and may be some one shoot. 

Oh, they are a little rough, I must confess at least. 

They will bet on a horse race or poker seven up, 

But, if they win or if they loose you will hear them squeal 

But the very next time they meet you, they will give you a different deal. 

Did you ever meet a cowboy, when you were htm.gry and dry? 

And ask of him a dollar and have him deny; 

No, he'll pull out his poaketbook and give you a note, 

They are the very best boys to strike when you are htm.grey and broke. 

-Slhlg by Andy J. ?t,ers, July 4, 1958 
Dighton, Kansas 
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l Song or Story Information Form 

1. Informant's name : 
Andy J. }.frers 

J. Informant's name of song or story: 
110n the Bed Ground-In A Cow Camp. 11 

5. Standard name of song or story: 

6. Where and how did informant l earn the song or storyf 
From a cowboy, Dick Gadie, near Leoti, Kansas 

I 7, 
I 

Approximate date of learning : 
In 1882. 

I .. 

j 

8 .. Has t he informant seen the story or song in print? 
(Where and when) 

,-----1 9. Was song accompanied by a game or dance? Yes __ _ I Describe: 

I~ . 
' I 

2. Date 
Jucy 4, 1958 , 

4. Record or tape Number 

Yes -- No x 

No X ------

1------
110 . Instrument used (if played in a special manner i ndicate) : 

--------------------------------------·-- ·---- . 11, Special explanations of t he song or story by i nformant: 

A recording of his song, "On the Bed Ground-in a Cow C8mp" as 
heard by a cow-puncher, Dick Gadie, in 1882, near Leoti, Kansas. 
Tb.is cowboy was -working for the E. K. Outfit Headquarters out of 
Garden -city. The Blizzard of' 186 put this out.fit out of business~ 

C 

12 . Remarks : 

vk>rds, as Mr. Ivers sang it. 

I 
......----------------- ., __ j 

Collector's name: 
Mrs. Alma D. Jolmson 

Add.resa ·:··· · ·· · 
Shields, Y-.ansas -----------·- ----- - ··- --- -···- ·--· 
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Interview with Andy J. l1ye1•a of Dighto , KS on July . Mr. Hyers 
· s 89 years old . In 192 moved to Di ton. Waa ,Justice of the 
Peace for years. Came to Rava in 18R0 "L-11:... I L.t-,LJ.1. 
county eat Ravann,.:. a.. .w 

hl:. n:unc 

I .ct.ionfL 
ee and wa.., ll 

RP.at. 
Y<.!l'Y ht: {lt;:.; l, 

r.n, If<' · Around in a Cow Camp". 
~R r1hout. r\ +"i ght. nt. I' vanna 60 years o aft r a dance. He 

tri ed to atop it because it involved his young r bother. Next 
mornlng he drive 21 miles to Jetmo to a ea doctor . The doctor 

aved his life. 

Went o first achoo in Jet more in 1885 and to Ravanna school in 
188~. Had never been to school until he was 9 years old. Te ls of 
first elect·on 1890 d county attorney pay ~as 200.00 rye 
Came to Kansas in cov red agon f om Mis ouri and it took 40 days . 
Tel .s of visiting ence after quantrills raid. Tells of eyea'ght 
trouble and doctor co d not help h" . Tells of se ing f' st young 
b falo. Tels of early sight. Relates of first ok he read was 
"Cru ifix.ion of Christ" whe h 11 years old. Mr. And Mrs. Myers 
had 3 ch'ldren. 
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