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PREFACE

This is a survey of Ellis county, Kansas. The purpose was to
discover what information of importance is available in regard to
the economic and human characteristies of this county and of simi-
lar areas throughout the United States for the prewar year of 1940.
It is assumed that after the war we shall return to conditions and
problems that will be the =ame in many respects as those existing
immediately before Pearl Harbor. To be sure, in numerous indus-
trial centers or in arecas near military establishments abnormal
growth or other maladjustments will have wraught great changes.
It is quite likely, however, that the fundamental characteristics
of the areas as they existed in 1940 will remain as important in-
fluences in eeonomic and social conditions in the postwar years,

The general conditions dealt with in this survey include (1)
population: Number, age, education, and occupational status; (2)
housing facilities, including need for repairs; (3) agriculture: Num-
ber and size of farms, kinds of implements and vehicles, major
sources of income, ownership status of operaters, tax load; and, (4)
retail, wholesale and service establishments: Number, kinds, sales
and pay rolls. In many surveys manufacturing would be a fifth
subject for study. It is not discussed separately in the Illisycounty
analysis because it is of minor importance in that area.

All too often in area analysis and planning the necessity of study-
ing the total set of conditions, material and human, that exists in
the region, is overlooked. This particular survey, it is belicved,
could serve as a guide to some of the information that can be
obtained for practically every county or equivalent area in the
United States. The 1940 Census of the United States is the major
source of information used. The Ellis county clerk was helpful
with tax information and population estimates. The city clerk of
the largest city in the county provided data about building ac-
tivities.

In more detailed surveys carried on by local groups much addi-
tional information could be obtained from Chambers of Commerce,
Agricultural Adjustment Administration committees, school authori-
ties, city, county or state government officials and planning com-
missions, offices of the United States Employment Service, news-
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paper editors, state tax authorities, labor union officials, and publi-
cations of the federal government’s departments of Commerce, Labor,
and Agriculture. At the end of this study there is a bibliography
of sources of information and of handbooks upon methods of con-
ducting area surveys. (See Appendix A.)

Each study before put in final form should be submitted to
several responsible and well-informed persons who live in the area
being surveyed. These persons often might be able to point out
inaccuracies or to suggest items that should receive more study.
The survey itself should be the work of interested groups, directed,
of course, by one person who has had experience in such studies
or is at least especially interested in the project.

The reader’s attention is called to the “Table of Contents” in this
study. Here his reading can be directed to the special subject mat-
ter in which he may be interested. A brief summary will be found
in Chapter VL. VeERNON T. CLOVER.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

Ellis county, Kansas, 1s located in the western central part of the
state. Hays, its county seat, is approximately 147 miles east of the
Kansas-Colorado state line, and 78 miles south of the Kansas-
Nebraska boundary line. The map on the next page shows the
location.

The population of the county was 17,508 in 1940, an increase of
10.1 pereent from the 15,907 of 1930. In 1920 the total was 14,138,
Hays had a population of 6.385 in 1940, or 36.5 percent of the total
for the county. In 1930, Hays had 4,618 which was 29 percent of
the county’s population. The 1920 figures were 3,165 and 22.4 per-
cent. These data show that the population of Hays is growing
more rapidly than that of the county. Ellis City is the next largest
town in the county. It had a population of 2,042 in 1940, as
compared to 1,957 in 1930, and 1,876 in 1920. Victoria had a
population of 884 in 1940, 637 in 1930, and 600 in 1920. Schoenchen.
the only other incorporated place in the county, had a 1940 popula-
tion of 259. Table I shows the population of the county by town-
ships and ecities for the census vears 1940, 1930, and 1920. Esti-
mates for 1943 are included. ’

Table I shows that there were population gains between 1930 and
1940 in Hays, Ellis and Victoria, and small increases in six town-
ships. These were more than enough to offset losses in the ten other
townships, with the result that the county total went up from 15,907
in 1930 to 17,508 in 1940, as has been shown. The loss of popula-
tion in the rural areas has occurred throughout Kansas. In 1940,
when the state had a loss of 79,971 from the 1930 population figure,
the urban places of 2,500 and over showed a gain of 24,107. But
the state total went down in spite of this urban gain, because the
rural territory experienced a decline of 104,078 persons.

Ellis county is still more rural than the average for the state,
although the county and the state are becoming more urban.! In
1940, 41.9 percent of the population in Kansas was found in urban
places; 38.8 percent was the proportion in 1930. In Ellis county,
Hays was the only place large enough to be classed as urban. It
contained 36.5 percent of the Ellis county population in 1940, and
29 percent in 1930.2

1. A place is classified as urban if it contains 2,500 or more persons.

2. Sixteenth Census of the United States, 1940: [opulation, Vol. 1, Number of Inhabi-
tants, Kansas, p. 395, Table 3.
9)
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The presence of the Walker Army Air Base =ome fourteen miles
east of Hays has caused an influx of civilian workers and of army
personnel with their families. The result has been a rapid rise in
the population of Hays since 1940. The city clerk of that city esti-
mated the population at between 7,000 and 8,000 at the beginning
of 19443 Undoubtedly, the majority of this increase must be
counted as temporary. A logs of several hundred from the county
has occurred at the same time due to the induction of young men
into the military forces.

The wartime changes are important, to be sure, but they are for
the most part temporary. Some of the changes will affect Hays
and the rest of the county permanently, of course. It would be
worthwhile to be able to measure these results of the war.  How-
ever, that would be difficult. It is probably justifiable to assume

TABLE 1
Population of Ellis County, Kansas, by Cities and Townships, 1920, 1930, 1940

and 1943*
Mixnor Civin Division. 1 1940. 1930. 1920. 1943.
|
Ellis County................. ... ’ 17,508 15.907 14,138 17,197*
Big Creek township. . ............ ... o 695 640 492 748
Buckeye township............ .. ... .. o 544 612 596 558
Catherine township................ N 775 p 742 742
East Hamilton township. .. ... .. ... . 177 | 233 |.......... 142
Ellisecity.......oooovevo . L 2,042 1,876 1,935
Ellis township. . ............ .. ... .. AU 639 764 642
Freedom township................. .. . 497 521 445
Haysecity.................. AU 6,385 3,165 6,340*
Herzog township.............. .. ... . . 472 649 440
Lookout township................ . 579 847 518
Pleasant Hill township......... ... .. . 396 477 408
Riverview township. . ......... ... . . 333 273 313
Saline township.............. ..... .. 108 365 442
Schoenchen eity................... R 259 |..... oo 248
Smoky Hill township................ L 341 317 321
Victoriaeity.................... L - 884 600 1,084
Victoria township. ......................... 471 720 440
Walker township..................... R 647 684 579
West Hamilton township........ ... . Lo 224 | 302 |.......... 200
Wheatland township............... ... .. .. .. 740 703 652

* Source: 16th Census of the United States, 1940: Population, Vol. 1, Number of Inhabi-
tants, Kansas, p. 399, Table 4, for 1920, 1930, and 1940. 1943 figures are estimates obtained
from the county clerk of Ellis county, and are based on tax assessors’ fizures. The tax asses-
sors’ figures for the county in 1940 were 17,057 or 97.4 percent of the Census number of
17,508; for Hays the figures were 5.970 or 93.5 percent of the 6,385 shown in the Census,
The assessors evidently are unable to find all persons in their counting. Therefore, population
estimates as shown in the assessors’ records might be increased by 2.6 percent for the county
and 6.5 percent for the city of Havs for the yvear 1943.

3. Nee footnote to Table |.
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that to a large extent Ellis county after the war will be the type of
area it was before the war, and that the people will be the same
type of persons as those who lived there in 1940. The majority of
the facts about Ellis county that are presented in this survey are
those that have been compiled in the 1940 census of the United
States. These data should help us to understand some of the im-
portant conditions and characteristics of the human and economie
aspects of Ellis county.

Before going into a more detailed discussion, a few additional
general conditions in the county should be mentioned. The climate
is relatively invigorating and healthful. There is abundant sun-
shine. Data for the state of Kansas show that the average annual
number of clear days is 186, partly cloudy 100, and cloudy 79. The
average number of dayvs with 0.01 inch or more of precipitation is
68. The yearly precipitation in Ellis county averages 22.74 inches,
with monthly amounts of 2 or 3 inches coming in each of the spring
and summer months of April through August. With the exception
of October, no other month experiences as much as 1.00 inch of
precipitation. The normal growing season is 168 days in the county.
The average date for the latest killing frost is April 29, and for the
earliest Kkilling frost October 14. The January temperature (on a
24-hour average basis) is 29.6°; the July average is 79.1°. The
summer season usually brings several days with temperatures above
100°, but the nights are ordinarily cool enough for comfortable sleep.
This is partly due to the altitude, which is approximately 2,000 feet
at Hays.*

The topography of the county is that of a rolling prairie. The
natural vegetation is short grass, and the cultivated crops consist
mostly of winter wheat and row crops of the sorghum variety. The
Saline river flows from west to east through the northern part of the
county. Big Creek passes through Ellis and Hays, and the Smoky
Hill river crosses the southern portion of the county.

The main line of the Union Pacific Railroad between Kansas
City and Denver runs east and west through the county with sta-
tions at Walker, Victoria, Hays and Ellis. By rail to the east it
is 290 miles to Kansas City, 222 to Topeka and 103 to Salina.
Denver is 350 miles to the west. Federal highway 183 goes through
Hays in crossing the county from north to south and federal highway

4. For climatic facts sce pp. 873-883, 1941 Yearbook of Agriculture, ‘“Climate and Man,”
published by U. S. Departinent of Agriculture. See Appendix C of this study also.
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40 crosses the county from east to west parallel to the Union Pacific
Railroad.” The railroad has repair shops in Ellis. Fort Hays Kan-
sas State College and St. Joseph’s College and Military Academy
are located at Hays. Just south of that city are the Kansas Fron-
tier Historical Park and the Fort Hays Agricultural Experiment
Station.

5. Any accurate road map of the state will show the main highways, railroads and streams
of a county. Excellent detail is shown in the Aeronautical Charts prepared by the U. 8. Coast
and Geodetic Survey. Other maps useful in loecal studies include those prepared by state
governments, the AAA aerial photographs, county assessors’ maps, maps prepared by abstract
and title companies and city engineers or planning conumissions.
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CHAPTER 11

THE PEOPLE OF ELLIS COUNTY

The people of any area arc both the product of their environ-
ment and the molders of that environment. It is important in any
survey of a community to learn something about the character-
istics of its inhabitants. In this section of the study facts will be
presented about the population in regard to age, number, sex,
country of birth, race, occupation, and amount of education.

AGE, Race, CounTRY OF BIRTH

The numbers of each sex are almost equal. There is a moderate
“surplus” of young women in each of the age brackets during which
marriage is most likely, namely, 15-19, 20-24, and 25-29. Maiden
ladies had a favorable situation facing them in the years of 30-34
in 1940, however, when the men outnumbered the women 677 to
619. (See Table II.)

The average age in Ellis county is lower than that for. the state.
Forty-seven percent of the persons in the county are under 21 years
of age, while for the whole state only 35 percent are under 21.

The percentage of the population found in the working age range
between 20 and 59 is less for Ellis county than for the state of
Kansas. 48.1 percent of the county population was between 20
and 59 in 1940 as compared 'to 53.2 percent for the state. Even
when the lower age limit is dropped to 15 years the county per-
centage of 59.5 percent remains below the figure of 62.6 percent
for the state.

Ellis county was the land of promise for many foreign immigrants
and much of the development of the area has been the work of
those who were born in other countries and then came to the United
States. In 1940 there were 875 persons of foreign birth in the
county. This represented 5 percent of the total population. The
corresponding figure for the whole state was 2.9 percent.®> 545 or
62.3 percent of those of foreign birth came from Russia. The next
largest number, 101 or 11.5 percent, gave their birth place as Ru-
mania. Austria with 87 or 9.9 percent was third, and Germany

1. For state figures see 16th Census of the United States, 1940: Population, Vol. II,
Part 3, Characteristics of Population, Kansas, p. 17, Table 7.

2. For state figures see Ibhid., p. 14, Table 4.
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TABLE 11
Age. Race and Sex of Ellis County Population, 1940 and 1930
1940 population.
COUNTY AND AGES. All classes. Native white.

Total. Male. Female. Male. Femule.
Ellis County. . .................... 17,508 8,753 8,755 8.288 8,205
Under 5 1,874 928 946 926 944
bto 9 1,980 982 998 981 996
10 to 14 2,087 1,066 1,021 1,065 1,017
15 to 19 2,001 985 1,016 984 1,014
20 to 24 ,646 793 853 789 853
25 to 29 1,438 701 737 699 734
30 to 34 1,296 677 619 669 606
35 to 39 1,087 538 549 519 527
40 to 44 885 432 453 402 420
45 to 49 825 420 405 382 374
50 to 54 752 385 367 325 315
55 to 59 497 266 231 234 203
60 to 64 420 229 191 171 132
65 to 69. .. 299 138 161 69 73
70 to 74 188 98 90 44 41
75andover.............0ennnn 0 233 115 118 29 46
Underlyear.............c.con.un 373 176 197 175 196
2landover..........coouuiiinenn 9,232 4,635 4,597 4,175 4,147

1930 population.
15,907 {...... ..o et 7,409 7.126
2,206 |..... PP 1,126 1,075
2,230 ... 1,135 1,089
1,993 |........ .. .o 1,013 973
1,796 |...... ... ... ... 889 897
1,307 | 735 632
1,110 | ... . ool 502 359
944 | ... |l 424 456
1,761 (...... ... ... ........ 803 758
1,120 |..... ... ] ... 489 410
698 |......... .| 165 156
437 | 82 72
214 |l 45 49
Underlyear...................... 425 | 205 220
2landover...........c.ooiiiiiana. 7,380 |........ .. |eeeiin.. 3,082 2 968

Source: 16th Census of the United States,
ber of Inhabitants, Kansas, p. 60, Table 22.

Nore.—Figures for Ellis county are given by townships, towns and cities in the sane

publication, Table 28, p. 107

1940: Population, Second Series, Vol. I, Num-
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TABLE II—CoNcLUDED

1940 population.

Foreign-born
COUNTY AND AGES. B Negro. Other races.
white.

Male. Female. Male. Female. Male. Female.

Ellis County. ... ....... 440 435 24 24 1 1

Ellis County. .......... 668 640 30
Under5.....vvvioveen foviinoeiiidiiaa. 1
580 9.vnvvnn Lo 2 2
10 to 14 2 | 3
15 to 19. 4 3 2
20 to 24. 10 16 3
25t029......... ... 18 25 2
30 to 34.. 28 33 2
35t044... 95 85 8
45 to 54... 119 94 4
55t064............... 184 190 2
B5t074............ ... 143 137 1
75andover........ ... 65 55 ...
Underlyear...........[......... ..o v,
2landover............ 661 632 21

was fourth with 58 or 6.6 percent. Twenty-three countries in all
are represented. (See Table III.)

The population of the county was preponderantly white, there
being only 48 negroes, and but two persons of other nonwhite races.

OCCUPATIONS OF THE PEOPLE

There were 12,000 persons 14 years old and over in Ellis county
in 1940. 5,675 or 47.3 percent of these were in the “labor force.”
80.7 percent (4,577) of this labor force was employed on regular
nonrelief work, and 19.3 percent (1,098) was either working on
relief projects or seeking jobs.® Wage and salary earners com-

3. 10.6 percent (599) was employed on WPA, NYA, etc.; and 8.79 percent (499) was
seeking work.



Economics Series No. 2 17

posed 58.6 percent of the regularly employed persons; employers
and own-account workers 33.3 percent; and unpaid family workers
7.5 percent. (See Table IV.)

TABLE II1

Country of Birth of the Foreign Born Population of Ellis County, as of 1940
COUNTRY OF BIRTH. Number. Percentage
Russia (U. S 8 R .o e 545 62.29
Rumania...... ... .. ... i e 101 11.54
AMRETIA . . . L 87 9.94
GOTMIANY . . . .ttt et e et e e e 58 6.60
CANAAA. v\ vt s ot 17 1.94
England. ... ... .. ... e 13 1.48
Trish Free State (Eire)......... ... iiinin i iieannnnn. 9 1.03
Denmark. ... ..o e e 7 .80
Switzerland. ... ... ... 7 .80
a2+ SO P 6 .68
Central and South America........ P 5 .57
Poland.... ... ... e 4 .46
Northern Ireland... ... ... ... .. ... i 2 .23
Lithuanmid, . ....ovot e 2 .23
Ttaly...... . 2 .23
Australia 2 .23
All other and 2 .23
Seotland. . . ...... 1 .12
Norway. 1 J12
France.. . 1 12
gzechoslovnk ....... i . %g

UDBATY 4+ .« e ettt ettt e et e .

GITOCE . < v . vt o v ettt et et e e e e 1 .12
Totals. . .. e 875 100.00

Source: 16th Census of the United Stam:. 1940, Population, Vol. II, Part 3, Character-
istics of the Population, Kansas, p. 79, Table 24.

Agriculture was the dominant occupation of the people of Ellis
county. 1.551 persons were so employed in 1940. This was 27.3
percent of the 5,675 in the total labor force.* 1,086 or 70 percent
of the persons engaged in farming were independent farmers or
managers. 465 or 30 percent were hired farm hands or unpaid
family workers (about 5 percent).

Next to agriculture, the most important occupation, or rather
group of occuations, was professional and related services. This
classification includes doctors, lawyers, teachers, nurses, clergymen,
welfare workers, pharmacists and so forth.® They numbered 553,

4. This 27.8 percent figure may sound too small because we ordinarily think that agri-
culture is by far the most important occupation in a ‘‘rural’’ county such as Ellis county.
It is true that it is the most important single occupation and, also, since it gives work to
farmers’ families in addition it is even more important than the 27.3 percent would indicate.
But even taking this into consideration we still find that farming is actually less important
numerically as an occupation than we are accustomed to think. Of course, it should not be
forgotten that agriculture is s basic industry and that urban occupations are dependent on
farms for raw materials and markets for the goods and services for sale in the towns and
cities. On the other hand, farmers are dependent upon the urban businesses for markets, and
for goods and services which farmers need to buy from others. In a word, we are economi-
cally interdependent.

5. 16th Census of the United States: 1940: Population, Vol. II, Part 8, Character
of the Population, Kansas, p. 9

2—4674



18 Fort Hays Kansas State College

which was 9.7 percent of the labor force. The third largest amount
of employment was found in crude petroleum and natural gas pro-
duction which gave work to 345, or 6.1 percent of the total number
of persons in the county’s labor force.

Retail stores and retail trade of all kinds, along with wholesale
trade, if placed in the same classification, would rank next to agri-
culture in regard to number of persons economically occupied. They
provided jobs for 727 persons, or 12.8 percent of the county ‘labor
force. But when this general group is broken down into wholesale
trade and the different lines of retailing, the figures for each are
less than those for professional and related services, and those for
crude petroleum and gas production. General retail stores engaged
237; motor vehicles, assessories and filling stations 130; food and
dairy products stores and milk retailing 127; cating and drinking
places 106; and wholesale trade 127.

Other important occupations were: Construction, 167; domestic
service, 166; government, 139; railroads, including repair shops and
railway express, 124.

No other industry provided occupations for as many as 100
persons in Ellis county in 1940. Some ten manufacturing industries
are represented. but altogether thev provided work for only 109
persons, or 1.9 percent of the county labor force. Food and kindred
products (flour milling mostly) with 72, and machinery. the second
in size, with 12, accounted for 77 percent of the persons in manufac-
turing industries.

Other occupations that employed 25 or more persons were: Mis-
cellancous personal services (barber shops, beauty parlors. ete.), 84;
finance, insurance and real estate, 83; hotels and lodging places, 76;
automobile storage, rental and repair services, 69; trucking service
and other nonrailroad transportation, 67; utilities, 53; laundering,
cleaning and dyeing scrvices, 35; printing, publishing and allied
services, 30; business and repair services, except automobile, 27;
and amusement, recreation and related services, 27.

UNEMPLOYMENT

1940 was a fairly prosperous year, vet we found that 1,098 per-
sons, 19.3 percent of the labor force of 5,675, were without employ-
ment in private industry or regular government activities. 599 of
these persons were on work relief, the N. Y. A. or other public emer-
geney work, and 499 were sceking work. These figures may indicate
that if Ellis county’s economic activity after the war returns to the
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level of 1940, jobs for approximately 1,000 persons will be needed.
(See Table IV.)

Before leaving the subject of occupations a few more facts are
worth mentioning. 77.83 percent of the males 14 years of age and
over, and 17.4 percent of the females were in the labor force. These
ratios are about the same as the corresponding statewide figures of
76.7 percent and 19.2 percent, respectively.® Of the 4,577 persons
engaged in nonrelicf work, 2,680, 58.5 percent, were wage and salary
earners working as cmployees of others; 1,522, 33.3 percent, were
employers and own-account workers, that is. proprictors in business
and farming, and managers of businesses. 345 workers were classed
as unpaid family workers, and 30 were not classified. We see from
these figures that Ellis county contains mostly small businesses with
cach ecmployer hiring a few emplovees to help him in his business or
on his farm. This statement is also true for Kansas as a whole, be-
cause we find that 59.4 percent of the persons gainfully occupied in
nonrelief work in the state were wage and salary workers, and 36.2
percent. were employers or own-account workers.”

It is interesting to note that in the urban areas of the state 82.1
percent of the gainfully occupied are wage and salary workers, and
16.3 per cent are employers. In rural-nonfarm sections (towns un-
der 2,500) the amounts are 72.7 percent and 24.6 percent. It is on
the farms that we still find that the largest majority of those who
are gainfully occupied are working as their own bosses in their own
businesses. 68.0 pereent of those employed in agriculture are em-
ployers and own-account workers, and 22.9 percent are wage and
salary earners. We find that an additional 8.5 percent of those em-
ployed on farms of the state are unpaid family workers. This per-
centage for unpaid family workers is more than double the 3.9 per-
cent figure for the whole state, and almost 8 times the 1.1 percent

‘ for the urban areas.®

6. For state figures sec Ibid., Table 17, p, 34.

7. Ibid., Table 17, p. 34. The percentages given in this and the next paragraph may not
add up to 100 in all cases because figures may not be included for unpaid family workers or
workers not reported by class. In most instances they compose less than 10 percent of the
labor force.

8. For state figures see Ibid., Table 17, p. 34.
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TABLE IV

Persons 14 Years Old and Over, by Employment Status, Class of Worker,
Major Occupation Group, Industry and Sex, Ellis County, Kansas, 1940

. Percent
Employment Status, Class of Worker, Major .
Occupation Group, and Industry Group. Total. ";[}f:’em Male. | Female.
Total population (allages)............................ 17,508 |........ 8,753 8,755
EMPLOYMENT STATUS
Persons 14 yearsoldandover....................o..... 12,000 ........ 5,988 | 6,012
In Labor Force: 5,676 |[........ 4,630 1,045
Percent of population 14 andover................[........ L. ..ee| 77.3 17.4
Employed (except on public emergency work)......... 4,577 80.65 3,701 876
Wage and salary workers ....................... 2,680 58.556% | 1,911 769
Employers and own-account workers ............. 1,522 | 33.25* | 1,453 69
Unpaid family workers...........covoeevunnn.o. .. 345 7.54* 322 23
Class of workers not reported................... 30 0.66* 15 15
On Public Emergency Work (WPA, NYA, ete.)....... 599 10.56 533 66
Seeking Work...................... .. ..., e 499 8.79 396 103
Experienced workers. ............... e 435 |........ 352 83
New workers. . ........oiiiiiieiiinnnennn. 64 |........ 44 20
Notin Labor Force. .. ............ .o iuiuiuinunnin. . 6,325 |........ 1,358 4,967
Engaged in own home housework................ 3,79 |........ 28 3,768
Inschool..........cociiiiiiiiiiiiiin., 14 L 620 494
Other and not reported. . ...................... 938 [........ 418 520
Unabletowork...............viiiiinnnn.. 467 |........ 283 184
Ininstitutions. ..............0 iiviiiiiene... 10 ..., 9 1
EmpPLOYED WORKERS BY MAJOR OCCUPATIONS
Employed (except on public emergency work) ......... 4,577 |........ 3,701 876
armers ané’fnrm MANAZErS. . .. ....... ..| 1,086 23.73* ,072 14
Clerical, sale, and kindred workers . 548 11.97* 336 212
Operatives and kindred workers. . . 545 11.91* 510
Professional workers..................... o 456 9.96* 224 232
Craftsmen, foremen and kindred workers.......... 420 9.18* 417
Propnetors, managers, and oflicials, except farmers, 408 8.91%* 376 32
Farm laborers, unpaid family workers....... R 319 6.97* 311
Service workers, except domestic................. 283 6.18%* 130 153
Domestic service workers........................ 162 3.54* 2 160
Laborers, except farm. .......................... 144 3.15* 144 |.... ...
Farm laborers (wage workers) and farm foremen . 123 2.69* 123 |........
Occupation not reported........... N e 57 1.25%* 38 19
Semiprofessional workers........................ 26 0.57* 18 8
EMPLOYED WORKERS BY INDUsTRY GROUP
Employed (except on public emergency work)......... 4,577 |........ 3,701 876
Agriculture. .. ......... i 1,551 |........ 1,527 24
Professional and related services. .. .............. 553 |........ 229 324
Crude petroleum and natural gas production...... . 345 |........ 343 2
Other retail traden. c. e.Feeeeoevnieenneonnnen. .. 237 |........ 171 66
(0203717 (31017 10) . WP 167 |........ 164 3
Domestic 8ervice. . .. ...t 166 |........ 2 164
Government..............ouiiiiit e 139 |........ 110 29
Motor vehicles and access., retail, and filling stations, 130 |........ 128 2
Wholesale trade. ... ........ccovetvrererannrann, 127 ... 123 4
Food and dairy products stores, and milk retm]mg. 127 ... 114 13
Railroads (inc. rr. repalr shops) and ry. express. ... 124 124 [........
Eating and drinking places 106 44 62
Industry not repnrteé) 100 72 28
Mmcellaneous personal services n.c. 84 45 39
Finance, insurance, and real estate 83 65 18
Hotels and lodgmg places. .. .....c.oviiiiiunn. . 76 39 37
Food and kindred products (manufacturing).. .. .. 72 66 6
Automobile storage, rental, and repair services. 69 66 3
Utilities. ... ... oo 53 47 6
Trucking service. .. .. 38 37 1
Communication............ouiiiiiiiian.. 38 17 21
Laundering, cleaning, and dyeing services. ........ 35 |........ 24 11
Printing, publishing and allied industries. .. .... ... 30 |........ 27 3
Other transportation n.c.e.t................ ... 29 |........ 28 1
Amusement, recreation, and related services. ... ... 27 |l 22 B
Business and repair services, except auto.......... by S 26 1
Machinery (manufacturing)......... FE 12 |........ 11 1
Chemicals and allied products (mfg.). . ooevooonn.. 7 L. 7 L.
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TABLE IV—CoxNcLUDED

. : Percent
Employment Status, Class of Worker, Major
Occupation Group, and Industry Group. Total. Ofol:g?r Male. | Female.

EMPLOYED WOREERS BY INDUSTRY GROUP—Concluded
Iron and steel and their products (mfg
Petroleum and coal products (mfg.)...
Furniture, store fixture, misc. wooden goods (mfg.)
Forestry (except loggmg) and fishing. ............
Other mines and quarriesn. c.e.f............... !

Other and not specified manufacturing industries. n. c. e.T
Automobiles and automobile equip. (mfg.).. .
Nonferrous metals and their products (mfg )
Apparel and other fabricated textile productx (mfg )
Sawmills and planingmills. . ...... . ... ... 00 )

Source: 16th Census of the United States: 1940, Population, Vol. II, Part 8, Character-
istics of the Population, Kansas, p. 69, Table 23. For statewide figures see pp. 32-35, Tables
16, 17 and 18.

EpuvcatioN: ScHOOL ATTENDANCE AND YEARS COMPLETED ?

The amount of education, as measured by the number of years
of school completed, is an important factor in the determination of
the nature of the population of a given area. In a democracy it is
considered essential that the people be educated. They need to be
able to vote intelligently and to judge the results of the operations
of their government. Also, an education should help them to con-
duct their own economic affairs in such a satisfactory manner that
government intervention can be kept at a minimum. The economic
success of either a proprietor or an employce, seems to depend to a
great extent upon the amount of education acquired. Of course,
there are cultural and other advantages of an education that are as
important, or more so, than the economic gains that may result.

61.3 percent of the 7,714 persons from 5 to 24 years old in Ellis
county were in school in 1940. The state figure was slightly higher,
62.8 percent. 98.1 percent of the county’s children from 7 to 13 years
old were in school. The state had 97.6 percent. For the usual
high-school age groups the percentages in school in the county were
lower than the state proportion< In the vear group 14 and 15,
the county percentage in school was 84.7 percent; the state per-
centage, 91.8 percent. For the 16 and 17 year olds, 62.7 percent
“in the county were in school, as comparcd to 76.1 percent for the
state. The 18 to 20 classification shows 26.8 percent for the county
and 31.9 percent for the state. The group including persons 21 to
24 years old, which would be college years mostly, gives the county

* Percentage of ‘‘Employed (except on public emergency work).”
+ Not classified elsewh®e.
‘l Statistics in regard to the educational status of the population of all the states were
collected and compiled in the 1940 Census. It might be worthwhile to use these data for
comparative sfudies of counties within a state or of the various states in the United States.
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a slight edge, 7.5 percent to 7.1 percent. The presence of two col-
leges at Hays probably accounts for the higher proportion for the
county. In the youngest group, 5- and 6-year olds, Ellis county
had 39.2 percent in school and the state 48.2 percent. (See Table V.)

TABLE V

Number of Persons Attending School in Ellis €ounty and in the Whole .State
of Kansas, 1940

AGE. County. State.
Persons 5and 6 yearsold. ... ... ... .. ... ., 778 55,979
Number attending school......... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 305 26,980
Percent attending school. ...... ... ... ... ... .. .. ... . .. .. ..., 39.2 48.2
Persons 7to 13 yearsold. . ... ... . .. iiiii i s 2,856 212,239
Number attendingschool...... ... .. ... ... ... ............ 2,801 207,304
Percent attendingschool.................... J N 98.1 97.6
Persons 14 and 15 yearsold........... ... .. ... i, 832 66,305
Number attending school 705 60,888
Percent attending school . 84.7 91.8
Persons 16 and 17 years old . 834 67,946
Number attending school 523 51,728
Percent, attending school . 62.7 76.'1
Persons 18 to 20 years old. 1,102 98,381
Number attending sc ‘hool. 295 31.419
Percent attendingschool.............. .. ... . L oo 26.8 31.9
Persons 21 to 24 yearsold. ....... ... ... .. it 1,312 114,050
Number attendingschool......... .......................... 99 8,108
Percent attendmg school . ... ... ... . ... .. L 7.5 7.1
Total persons 5to24 vearsold.................................. 7.714 614.900
Number attendingschool. ... ... .. ........ .. .............. 4,728 386,427
Percent attendingschool. ............. ... .. .. .. ... ... 61.3 62.8

Source: 16th Census nf the United States: 1940: Population, Vol. II, Part 3, Character-
istics of the Population, Kansas, p. 39, Table 21, and p. 23, Table 11.

The median number of school years completed by persons 25 years
of age and over was 8.4 for the county and 8.7 for the state. These
figures mean that a grade school education, with less than a year
of high school in addition, is the most common educational status
attained by the adults of ElllS county and the state of Kansas. Of
course, many persons have not finished cight grades, while some
have gone through high school, and a few through college. 37.18
percent of the persons 25 years old and over in the county have
finished 7 to 8 years of school. The state percentage is 42.31 per-
cent. 12.26 percent in the county have gone 1 to 3 years in high
school, and 14.84 percent in the state have done so. 12.56 percent
of the persons in the county 25 years or more of age and 16.58
percent in the state have completed high school. For the county
and state 8.22 percent and 7.11 percent, respectively, have com-
pleted 1 to 8 years of college, and 6.38 percent in the county and
4.58 percent in the state have had four or more years of college.
No school years were completed by 1.67 percent of the persons
25 years of age and over in the county, and 1.14xin the state. (See
Table VI.)
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TABLE VI

Number of Years of School Completed by Persons 25 Yeurs of Age and Over,
in Ellis County and the Whole State of Kansas, 1940

County. State.
Years COMPLETED. — = ——

Total. Male. | Female. Total. Male. | Female.

Persons 25 years and over..........| 7,920 3.999 3,921 | 1,047,818 525,669 |552,149
No school years completed.......... 132 54 78 11,975 6,808 5,167
Percent of persons 25 yrs. and over 1.67 4. ... |........ .14 ...
Grade school: 1-4 yrs. . ........... 635 301 334 52,221 | 31,685 | 20,536
Percent of persons 25 yrs. and over 8.02 |........|........ 4.9 (... e
S5and 6 years................... 999 485 514 79,350 | 44,753 | 34,597
Percent of persons 25 yrs. and over 12.61 ... oL 7.58 [........l........
7and8yrs.......... .. ... ... 2.945 1,508 1,437 442,838 235,225 {207,613
Percent of persons 25 yrs. and over 3718 | ... 42.30 |
High school: 1-8 yrs. . ............ 971 541 430 155,423 | 72,175 | 83,248
Percent of persons 235 yrs. and over 12.26 . ......{. ... .. 14.84 |, ... oo
YTB .ttt e e 995 485 510 173,580 | 70,827 {102,753
Percent of persons 25 yrs. and over 12.56 {....... | 16.58 | ... |........
College: 1-3yrs. . .......oounu. .. 631 296 355 74.460 | 32,507 | 41,953
Percent of persons 25 yrs. and over 8.22 ... ... 71 |
40rmMOre ¥I8. .o v inenen e, 505 277 228 47,927 | 25,954 | 21,973
Percent of persons 25 yrs. and over 6.38(....... e 4.58 (... oo
Not reported. .................... 87 52 35 10,044 5,735 4,309
Percent of persons 25 yrs. and over 1.O9 || 0.96 |........[........
Median school yrs. completed. ... ... 8.4 8.5 8.4 8.7 8.5 8.9

Source: 16th Census of the United States: 1940, Population, Vol. 11, Part 3, Character-
istics of the Population, Kansas, p. 29, Table 13; p. 39, Table 21.

One measure of the need for a postwar project in adult educa-
tion might be the number of sehool vears completed by the persons
25 years old and over in the community. In Ellis county there
were 4,711 per=ons in the age groups of 25 and over who had gone
no further than the 7th or 8th grades.’ TIn the whole state there
were 586.384 such per=ons.

Havys Crry axp Evuis Crry

Hays, with a population of 6,385 in 1940 and at least 6,800'"" in
1943, and Elis with 2,042 and 2,000,'2 respectively, are the largest
towns in the county. They therefore warrant some additional space
in this study. Table VII gives information about the population of
Hays in regard to race, age, =ex, occupations and employment
status, and vears of school completed, for the year 1940. Table
VIII shows the 1940 population of Ellis City and the race, age,
and sex of the people. Estimates of changes in the amount of popu-
lation since 1940 are given in footnotes to these tables. No further
discussion of these two towns is attempted here, but the informa-
tion in these tables could furnish the basis for a more extended
study of Hays and Elli=.

10. This was 59.48 percent and 36.02 percent of the persons 25 vears of age and over in
the county and state, respectively.

11. Sce footnote to Table VII.
12. See¢ feotnote to Table VIII.
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TABLE VII

The Population of Hays, Kansas: Race, Age, Sex, Occupation and Employ-
ment Status, and Years of School Completed, 1940

SusJECT. Total. Male. Female.
Total Populabion... ... ......c.oovuiiuiiiaieuiooin. 6,385% 3,036 3,349
Native white............. ... ... i s 6,176 2,938 3,238
Foreign-born white.................... . ...... ... .. ... ... 209 98 111
Age
Under 5 years 661 327 334
5to 9 years 626 303 323
10 to 14 years 629 316 313
15 to 19 years 640 28Y 351
20 to 24 years 665 278 387
25 to 29 years 627 205 332
30 to 34 years 601 301 300
35 to 39 years 462 226 236
40 to 44 years. 357 176 181
45 to 49 years 292 135 157
50 to 54 years. . 265 129 136
55 to 59 years 173 86 87
60 to 64 years 140 73 67
65 to 69 years 108 45 63
70 to 74 years 60 29 31
75 years and over. .. 79 28 1
21 years and over 3,701 1,755 1,946
Years of School Completed
Persons 25 yearsoldand over............................ 3,184 ... ... ...,
No school years completed. ... ........ .. ... ... ... .. .. b O
Grade school: .
T O d YeaTS. . ..ot 165
HOT B YFOATS. . o .o vttt 239
T OT BYCATE. . oo\ oottt e 902
High school:
1 (08 S50 00 90000000000000000600050060000060300a0a ¢Xil) |[soccocoaco|locccacaooa
AYeArS. ...t P 564 |, ...
College:
LTEOB YeRrS. ...ttt . 397 | ...
4 YEAIS OF TOT@. . .. v o e et e e e e 382 ...
Not reported. ............ ....... B .. 20 ... oL
Median years completed. . .. ... ... ... ... . ... ... .. R M08 |[oacocosononlfocanonasos
Employment Status
14 yearsoldandover........... ... ..o o 4,607 2,156 2,451
Inlabor force., . . oot i 2,349 1,709 40
Employed (except on public emergency work). .. 1,994 1,422 572
On public emergency work (WPA, NYA, etc.) 184 151 33
Seeking work. .. 171 136
Not in labor force 2,258 447 1,811
Employed Workers by Major Occupations
Employed (except on public emergency work).............. 1,944 1,422 572
Clerical, sales, and kindred workers. .................. 429 254 26
Opera.uves and kindred workers. . .................... 380 353 27
Professional workers................................. 300 161 139
Proprietors, managers, and officials, except farm. .. ... .. 252 226 26
Craftsmen, foremen, and kindred workers........... 210 208
Service workers, except domestic........... e e 201 93 108
Domestic service workers..................... ... ... 82 [.......... 82
Laborers, except farm....................... AR 71 0 N P,
Farm laborers (wage workers) and farm foremen..... ... 22 22 ...
Semiprofessional workers. . ...................... ..., 17 10 7
Farmers and farm managers.......................... 14 4
Occupation notreported............................. 14 9 5
FFarm laborers, unpaid family workers. . ............... 2 i i

* Estimated population of Hays in 1943 was put ni between 7,000 and 8,000 by Mr. V. A.
Basgall, city clerk. On the basis of assessors’ figures and addmg 6.5 percent for possible
See footnote to Table I.

undercountmg, the writer would guess at least 6,800.

Source: 16th Census of the United States: 1940, Population, Vol.

istics of the Population, Kansas, p. 140, Table 80.

11, Part 3, Character-
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TABLE VIII

Composition of the Population of Ellis City, Kansas, 1940

No. 2

25

Nativeborn............. .. .. ... ... ... ...
Foreignborn............. ... ...............
NeBIO. o o v v e et et

Male.

1,007
983

898
85
24

87
221
163
141
131
121

74

69
584

* On the basis of the assessors’ count, the 1943 population was 1,935.

ure was 2,042 or 8.3 percent more than the assessors’ 1,974 for that year.
percent to the 1,935 population given by the assessor, we get an estimated population of

1,999 for the year 1943.

The 1940 census fig-
By adding 3.3

Source: 16th Census of the United States: 1940, Population, Vol. 11, Part 3, Charagter-

istics of the Population, Kansas, p. 137, Table 29.
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CHAPTER II1

AGRICULTURE IN ELLIS COUNTY

Agriculture is the most important single economic activity in
the county. It was pointed out in the first part of this survey that
farming was the occupation of 27.3 percent of the county’s labor
force in 1940. Of the county’s population of 17,508, over one-third,

6.743 or 38.5 percent lived on farms.!

Farms: NumMmsBer, Sizr, ACRES HARVESTED, AND VALUE

Ellis county had 1,235 farms in 1940, 6.4 percent (79) less than

in 1930. The state had 5.9 percent fewer farms in

1940 than in

1930. During the same decade the average size of farms in the

TABLE IX

Farms: Number, Size, Acres Harvested, Value, 1929 or 1930
State of Kansas, and Ellis County

to 1939 or 1940,

ITEMS. County. State.
Farms, Acreage, and Land Area :
Numberof farms. .. ...... ... .............. Apr. 1, 1940 1,235 156,327
Jan. 1, 1935 1,343 174,589
Apr. 1, 1930 1.314 166,042
Approximate land area, aeres. .................... 1940 376,000 52,552,320
Proportion in farms, percent.................. 1940 96.7 91.7
Allland in farms, acres. ... ... . ... .. L. 1940 556,777 48,173,635
1935 563,500 48,009,770
1930 549,764 46,975,647
Average size of farm, acres. . .. ... ... L 1940 450.8 308.2
. 1935 119.6 275.0
1930 418.4 282.9
Farm land according to use:
Cropland harvested, aeres......... ... ... ... 1939 79,068 17,816,498
1934 190,647 16,663,186
1929 296,911 24,308,361
Crop failure, acres............ ... .. . .. 1939 155.619 5.370,096
1934 71,260 7.435.680
1929 1.924 967,761
I.ands used for crops (harvd. and failure) farms reptd., 1939 1,202 147,576
Acres.............. PP 1939 234,687 23,186,594
1934 261,907 24,098,866
1929 208,835 25,276,122
Values
Values of farms (land and buildings) dollars., . ...... 1940 13,203,402 1,421,387,464
1935 13,541,135 1,478,659,428
1930 22,221,204 | 2,281,101,631
Average values:
Land and buildings per farm, dollars........... 1940 10,691 9,092
1935 10,083 8,469
1930 16,911 13,738
Farms of 30 acres and over, dollars. .. ............. 1940 10,791 9,821
Land and buildings peracre. ..................... 1940 23.71 29.51
Value of implements and machinery, dollars. .. .. ... 1940 994,686 115,262,686
1930 1,838,816 167,785,230

Source: 16th Census of the United States, 1940: Agriculture, First
Vol. I, Part 2, Kansas, pp. 718-720, Table 1.

1. Sixteenth Census of the United States, 1940: Population, Vol. II,
92, Table 27.

and Second Series,

Part 3, Kansas, p.
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county increased from 418 acres to 451 acres (7.9%). The in-
crease in the state was from 283 acres to 308 acres (8.8%). The
amount of all land in farms also increased in both the county
and the state. The county increase was from 549,764 acres to
556,777 acres, or 7,013 acres. The state increase was from 46,-
975,647 acres to 48,173,635 acres, or 1,197,988 acres. 96.7 percent
of the land area of the county in 1940 was in farms. The propor-
tion for the state was 91.7 percent. (See Table IX.)

The increase in the number of acres in farm land during the
1930’s may scem peculiar in view of the crop acreage restrictions
practiced under the Agricultural Adjustment Administration pro-
grams and the increase of fallowing. The effcets of the AAA do
show up, however, in the reduction in land used for crops. Here
we see that between 1929 and 1939 there was a 21 percent decrease
in the county, or 64,148 acres (298,835 to 234,687). The state ex-
perienced an 8 percent decline or 2,089,528 acres (25,276,122 to
93,186 594) .

There was a 37 percent drop in the value of Ellis county farms
during the decade ending in 1940. The drop in the state was 34
percent. The value of the average farm in the county fell from
$16,911 to $10,691. The state average farm value fell from $13,-
738 to $9.092. In 1940 the value of the land and buildings when
figured on a per acre basis had an average value in Ellis county of
$23.71 per acre, and in the state $29.51 per acre. (See Table IX.)

The great fluctuations in farm yields between good and bad vears
is illustrated strikingly by comparizons of the good vear 1929 and
the bad year 1939. In Ellis county only 34 percent of the cropland
used in 1940 was harvested. For the state the figure was 77 percent.
In contrast. 99.33 percent of the cropland acreage farmed in the
county in 1929 was harvested. 1In the state 96.2 percent was har-
vested.

OWNERSHIP STATUS OF FARMERS

The ownership of farms by their operators inereased moderately
in the county beiween 1930-1940. In the latter vear 449, or 36.4
- percent of all farms, were owned by their operators. In 1930 the
number was 421 and 32.0 percent. Farms operated by part owners
decrcased during the decade from 374 to 335. Such farms repre-
sented 27.1 percent of all farms in 1940 and 28.5 percent in 1930.
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The number of farms operated by tenants decreased from 510, or
38.8 percent of all farms, to 446 and 36.1 percent. (See Table X.)

Although the number of Ellis county farms operated by full
owners increased in the 1930’s, the number of acres in such farms
showed a drop of 32,816 in 1940 as compared to 1935. At the same
time there was an increase of 23,240 acres in the farms operated by
part owners. This increase was caused by the purchase of 11,724
acres and the almost equal increase in the number of acres, 11,516,
rented from others. Renting from others seems to be a growing
practice, perhaps because it allows an operator to get full use of
his machinery with the resulting lower production costs. He, also.
would avoid the problems involved in buying land. The 94,102
acres rented from others by part owner farmers in the county were
16.9 percent of the total area in all farms in 1940. The percentage
was 14.7 percent in 1935. For the state the 9,086,301 acres rented
by part owner operators in 1940 were 18.9 percent of the total area
in all farms. The figure in 1935 was 16.9 percent.

TABLE X

Farms: Ownership Status of Operator, 1940, 1935, 1930, State of Kansas, and
Ellis County

County. State.
ITEMS. — L
Number. Percent. Number. Percent.
Numberof Farms................... 1940 1,235 156,327
1935 1,343 174,589
1930 1,314 166,042
Fullowners.................... 1940 449 52,441
1935 497 60,358
1930 421 57,151
Partowners....... ............ 1940 335 33,034
1935 358 36,538
_ 1930 374 37,611
Managers. ......... e 1940 5 630
1935 8 922
1930 9 954
All tenants . . ... .. 5000000000000 1940 446 70,222
1935 480 76,771
1930 . 510 70,326
All land $n farms:
Full owners, acres. .. ....... .... 1940 159,343 |....... 11,035,433 |........
o 1935 192,159 |........ 12,076,062 |..... ..
Part owners, acres.............. 1940 212,739 |........ 17,186,926 |........
1935 189,499 |........ 16,349,636 ... .. ..
Portion owned, acres. .. ........ 1940 118,637 |........ 8,100,625 .......
1935 106,913 |........ 8,232,994 |...... ..
Portion rented from others, acres, {gg('s) 94,102 |........ 9,086,301 |...... ..
Managers. .................... 1940
1935

Source: 16th Census of the United States, 1940: Agriculture, Vol. I, Part 2, First and
Second Series, Kansas, Table 2, pp. 728-780.
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The number of farms in the county operated by managers de-
clined from 9 in 1930 to 5 in 1940. Such farms were 0.7 percent of
the total in 1930 and 0.4 percent in 1940. Between 1935 and 1940
the number of managers fell from 8 to 5, but the acreage in mana-
ger operated farms rose from 10,604 to 16,864, or 59 percent. In
1940, 3.03 percent of the acreage in farms was in those operated
by managers.

Corresponding data for the state of Kansas show that the propor-
tion of total farms operated by owners decreased from 34.4 percent
in 1930 to 33.5 percent in 1940. The proportion operated by part
owners went down slightly from 22.6 percent to 21.1 percent. Ten-
ants operated a greater proportion in 1940 than in 1930, or 44.9 per-
cent as compared to 42.4 percent. Contrary to Ellis county’s large
increase from 1935 to 1940 in acreage under farm managers (59
percent), the state increase was but 2.4 percent. Manager operated
farms represented the small figure of 0.6 percent of all farms in the
state in 1930 and 0.5 percent in 1940. In relation to total farm
acreage, manager operated farms represented 1.58 percent.

MAJOR SOURCES OF FARM INcOME

The major sources of farm income in Ellis county are field crops
(wheat mostly), and livestock. Dairy and poultry products run
third, but far behind. Vegetables and fruits were responsible for
less than 1 percent of the farm income in 1939. For the state of
Kansas in 1939 field crops brought in 37 percent of the farm in-
come, livestock products, exclusive of dairy and poultry, 35 percent,
and dairy and poultry products 16 percent. Farm products used
by the farm households accounted for 9 percent of the county’s
farm income in 1929, and 23 percent in 1939.2 Comparable
figures for the state were 9 percent and 10 percent. (See Table XI.)

The crop year 1939 was exceedingly poor in Ellis county, and the
amount of products sold, traded or used by farm households had a
dollar value of but 21 percent of the 1929 output. Much of this
drop was due to the lower prices in 1939, of course. Farm income
for the  whole state was less affected by crop failure in 1939, as is
shown by the fact that state farm income in that year was 50 per-
cent of the 1929 total as contrasted to the county’s 21 percent.

There has been a great deal of discussion about the need for
greater diversification in agriculture in such areas as central and

2. The probable reason for the great relative importance of farm products consumed on
the farm in 1939 as compared to 1929 was the crop failure in 1939. This failure left but a
small amount. of crops for the farmer to sell.
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TABLE XI

Amount and Percentage of Farm Income from Major Sources, 1939 and 1929,
State of Kansas, and Ellis County

County.
ITEMS,
1929, 1939,
e T T R LT T LNt (R R B 1,235
All farm prod. sold, traded or used by farm houselds., farms reptg. 1,288 1,140
Total value, dollars 4,610,770 947,646
Avarage perfarm, dollars. .. ... .o oo csooimdins s v $inled g 3,5679.79 831.27
Livestock and livestock products sold or t.ndod dollars. ....... 1,121,261 659,830
Crops sold or traded, doF ................................ 3,095,769 67,805
Forest products sold, dollars .............................. i 820 108
Farm products used by farm households, dollars............... 392,920 219,903
Percentage of Income from Major Sources:
F g SR D S N Py RGP et e ol i IO B 100.0 100.0
Livestock and livestock products sold or traded. . ............. 24.3 69.6
e . A A Y 14.8 43.7
Livestock productssold ortraded. .. .................... 9.5 25.9
L e e T L oo Ty L e el 17.9
Ronirsinrol DanIrw Drottiictal’s o0 16 o Low S8t s B ke s [l ol ola Vi oo o 2l
LT A S T T e T e )R R I 0.3
R A e R R e T S e S Sl i ararh fosb o 2 67.1 T2
o B T R e WO SR, o W AR i L AN | B TS S 8.1
Vegetables....... 0.2
Fruits and nuts l;
Horticultural s 1
TR DO BONd oo 5 7%t saeis 4% o104 6 15 Shovo e dlaorile s erby| e oie Bixsovel b 1)
Farm products used by farm households.................... i 23.2

(1) Less than one-tenth of 1 percent.

Source: 16th Census o e United States, 1940: Agriculture, Vol. II, Part 1, Third
Beries, Kansas, 1940, Tnble 17, pp. 836-838.

TABLE XI—CoxNcLUDED

State.
IteMs.
1929. 1939
g gl ST T el T e Bl RN PG TR B (N e LA 156,327
All farm prod. sold, tmded or used by farm houseldn farms reptg. 160,901 151,167
g AP LT T DR S U e 458,530,522 | 226,984,994
v Dl RE, IS, oo .5 s e e dad s b e s 2,843.55 1,501.55
Livestock and livestock products sold or t.raded dollnm ..| 245,224,951 116,465,620

Crops sold or traded, dollars. 171,?‘%’.701 86,898, 100

Forest products sold, dollars. . ,234 153,705

Farm products used by farm households, Mliiial s el £ g 40,842,636 23,467,569
Percentoge of Income from Major Sources:

LT SR AT TR SR B I R S R PO R 100.0 100.0

Livestock and livestock products sold or traded.............. 53.5 51.3

Eivedtookieold or traded. .. ... ccoo i il L L] 38.8 34.9

Livestock productasold or traded. . ..................... 14.7 16.4

R T T R S T S I LRV L L SR P e e I L 9.5

Pouliry and Douloy products.’,. . ... ootiescnessod]oeiiei oo nk 6.5

L L Y I R e R P e ™ T 0.4

[0 w S i 1 P R TS 4 & EERR TR (AT 38.3

R i oo % LT AL, b el Lt 2 37.0

Xegetam ..... i 0.3

. Fruits nuts. 0.4

H ”{seohl 8. ... 0.6

Forestipfpdustalsold ! o.5m ' il ac i m o DR i D1l 0.1

Farm produots used by farm honaeholdl .............. e Lot AT 8.9 10.3
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western Kansas. These sections have been said to rely too much
upon specialization in one crop, usually wheat. If diversification
were increasing in Ellis county it should be apparent in a rise in the
acreage planted to other crops than wheat, and in a growth in the
amount of livestock and poultry on farms. Neither of these general
categories-showed any definite important inereases between 1929, or
1934, and 1939. (Sece Tablex XII, XIII, and XIV.) Sorghums are
a classification of crops considered to be especially adapted to the
drier portions of the state.  Acrcage planted to such crops in Ellis
county was but 3.11 percent greater in 1939 than in 1929. In both
vears sorghums accounted for only 7.98 percent and 10.59 percent,
respectively, of the acres in crops® Throughout the state. on the
other hand, there was an appreciable inereaze in acres planted in

TABLE XII

Acreage and Quantity of Wheat, Corn, Sorghums and Hay. 1939. 1934, 1929,
State of Kansas, and Ellis County

ITEMS. County. State.
Wheat: y
Any wheat threshed (farms reporting) . .. ... ........... 1939 390 100,240
1934 1.100 88.790
1929 1,189 88,320
ACTeB. .. oo 1939 48,702 9,214,150
1934 165,240 | 8 323,641
1929 241,439 12,081.021
All hay, exclusive of sorghums (farms reporting) .. .... ... ... 1939 91 63,344
1929 1.660 118,049
Acres. ... T 1939 1,515 1,168,154
1934 3,940 1,782,885
1929 4,791 1,952,301
Corn:
Corn for all purposes (farms reporting)...... .......... 1939 49 83.243
1934 110 86, 506
1929 634 131,617
ACTeS . e 1939 1,280 2,738,927
1934 2,629 3,021,406
1929 21,099 6,642,501
Harvested for grain (farms reporting) . .. .. ............. 1939 28 66,586
1934 29 7,661
Cut for silage (farms reporting) . ...................... 1939 13 8,241
(3G300 06000 806000000a0000000006000000000000 . 1939 232 211,310
TONS. .o 1939 543 609,408
Sorghums:
Sorghums for all purposes, except sirup (farms reporting), 1939 9202 94,151
1929 1,069 79.316
AcCres. ... 1939 24,857 2,406,881
1934 17,340 1,868,457
1929 23,836 1,544,249
Miscellaneous Crops:
Irish potatoes (farms reporting) .. ..................... 1939 22 £.195
1934 9 52,860
ACTOB. ot ot it e 1939 7 23,674
1934 7 32,942
Bushels. ......... ... . . 1939 268 1,887,782
1934 86 1,101,754

Source: 16th Census of the United Stales, 1940: Agriculture, Vol. I, Part 2, First and
Second Series, Kansas, 1940, Table 6-7, pp. 762-764, 771-773.

8. See Tuble IX for land used for crops.
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sorghums. The gain amounted to 55.9 percent; the rise was from
1,544,249 acres in 1929 to 2,406,881 in 1939. In 1939 acreage planted
in sorghums was 10.38 percent of all land used for crops in Kansas;
the 1929 figure was 6.11 percent.

The number of livestock on farms in the county decreased be-
tween 1929, or 1930, and 1940. Cows milked fell 10.73 percent,
from 6,954 in 1929 to 6,208 in 1939. Crop failure in 1939 may
have accounted for some of this fall because cows milked num-

TABLE XIII
Livestock and Livestock Products, State of Kansas, and Ellis County,
1940, 1930
ITEMS. County. State.
Horses and colts:
Numberover3months. .................... .... 1940 3,364 370,777
Numberover3months. .. ....................... 1930 9,301 706,654
Mules and mule colts:
Number over 3months........................... 1940 189 58,056
Numberover 3months. .. .............. ........ 1930 609 149,426
Cattle and Calves:
Numberover 3months. ......... ... ..... .. .... 1940 22,556 2,507,571
Number over 3 months. .. ............. ... .o.... 1930 27,773 2,741,929
@ows milked, number........... ... ... 1939 6,208 652,108
1934 -9,136 880,540
1929 6,954 723,864
Milk produced, gallons. ............. ... ... ... ....... 1939 2,384,588 287,114,023
1934 2,872,527 302, 388 794
Hogs and pigs:
Number over 4 months 2,142 784,466
Number over 3 months. . . . 5,993 1,526,133
Sheegland lambs:
umber over 6 months. .. 526 546,529
Number over 6 months 410 363,764

Source: 16th Census of the United States, 1940: Agriculture, Vol. I, Part 2, First and
Second Series, Kansas, 1940, Table 4, pp. 747-749.

TABLE XIV

Chickens, Chicken Eggs and Turkeys, 1939 and 1934, State of Kansas, and
Ellis County

ITEMS. County. State.

Chicken eggs produced, farms reporting. ............. .. 1939 1,057 129,110
1934 1,182 151,053
Dozens....oo o iiie e 1939 515,343 84,689,649
1934 y 91,384,584
Cbmkens suld (alive or dressed) farms reporting......... 1939 534 86,518
........................................ 1939 30,119 7,427,934

Any goultrv raiged, farms reporting. . ... 1939 1,053 126,
hickens ralsed farms reporhng .................. 1939 1,049 125,609
1034 1,147 144,115
Number.......ooviii i 1939 180,806 23,903,335
. . 1934 236,729 29,034,488
Turkeys raised, farms reporting................... 1939 139 23,293
Number......... ... o oo, 1939 4,691 1,190,633

Source: 16th Census of the United States, 1940: Adgriculture, Vol. I, Part 2, First and
Second Series, Kansas, 1940, Table 5, pp. 767-759.
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bered 9,136 in 1934. In addition, perhaps low, depression prices
for other farm products were responsible for the milking of more
cows In 1934 than in either 1929 or 1939. The high number in
1934, however, does indicate that many more cows could be added
to the farms of the county. (See Table XIII.)

Milk produced on the farms dropped 16.99 percent, from 2,872,-
527 to 2,384,588 gallons, between 1934 and 1939. Cattle and calves
went down 18.78 percent, from 27,773 to 22,556 between 1930 and
1940; hogs and pigs declined approximately 64.26 percent or from
5,993 to 2,142. Sheep and lambs increased 22.05 percent during
these years, but they were not of much numerical importance in
either 1930 or 1940, since they numbered only 410 in the first year
and 526 in the latter. The 63.83 percent drop in horses and colts,
and the 68.96 percent drop in mules and mule colts might be ex-
plained to a great extent by the increasing mechanization of agri-
culture.

Chickens and eggs joined in the trends downward shown for live-
stock in the county. 23.62 percent fewer chickens were raised on
farms in 1939 than in 1934. The figures were 180,806 in 1939 and
236,729 in 1934. Chicken eggs produced fell 20.36 percent, from
647,066 dozen in 1934 to 515,343 in 1939. With the exception of
turkeys, which totaled 4,691 birds in 1939, no other kind of poultry
reached 2,000 in number.* (See Table XIV.)

There were declines during these years in state totals in Kansas
livestock and poultry, but on a percentage basis they were in most
instances much less than the decrease in Ellis county. The per-
centage increase in sheep and lambs was much larger for the state
than for the county. (See Tables XIII and XIV.)

FarMm Taxes

Farm taxes levied in 1939 upon farms operated by full owners
averaged 32 cents an acre in Ellis county. The statewide average
was 49 cents. Real estate taxes on owner operated farms were equal
to $1.19 per $100 of value in the county, and $1.39 in the state.
Personal property taxes on these farms averaged $18 per farm re-
porting for both the county and state. Real estate taxes per $100
of value on farms opecrated by part owners were slightly higher
than thosc on owner operated farms or $1.23 to $1.19 for the county.
The state figures were $1.41:and $1.39. Average personal property

4. Ree “Source’” shown for Table XIV for complete poultry census figures.

3—4674
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taxes on part owner farms were considerably higher than on full
owner farms, or $23-per farm as compared to $18 for the county,
and $28 and $18 for the state’ (See Table XV.)

TABLE XV

Farm Taxes Levied in 1939, per Acre and per $100 of Value, State of Kansas,
and Ellis County (in dollars).

OWwWNERBHIP STATUS. County. State

Farms operated by full owners
Real estate taxes:*

Personal property taxes:f
Average per farm reporting................ ... ... ..., 18.00 18.00

Farms operated by part owners
Real estate taxes:*

Average peracre............... coo000B0000000000000000 0.30 0.43

Taxes per S100 of value. ... ... .. ... .. ... ... .. ... 1.23 1.41

Personal property tax:t X
Average per farm reporting. . .. .. .. ... ... ... 23.00 28.00

* Includes taxes on land, buildings aud other huprovements, but excludes taxes levied by
drainage or irrigation districts.

4 Includes taxes on livestock, machinery, etc., but excludes automobile taxes, fees or li-
censes. See Table XXII, Chapter IV for general property tax levies for all purposes in Ellis
county for 1930, 1935, 1940, and 1943.

Source: 16th Census of the United States, 1940: Agriculture, Vol. I, Part 2, First and
Second Series, Kansas, 1940, Table 8, pp. 780-782.

MacHINERY AND TRUCKS ON FaArRMS

Machinery and trucks on farms represent important and necces-
sary farming facilities today. In 1940 approximately 35 percent
of the farms in the county reported trucks. Their average model
year was 1933. This means that they were seven years old in 1940,
and because few trucks have been made available to farmers since
1941, most of the trucks owned by farmers in 1944 must be con-
sidered as nearly worn out. About the same picture is presented
in the case of tractors. Scventy-threc percent of the county’s farms
reported tractors. These tractors had an average age of 9 years in
1940. Undoubtedly by 1945 the farmers of Ellis county, as well as
those throughout the rest of the state, had built up a sizeable poten-
tial demand for new motor trucks and tractors. (See Table XVI.)

The actual number of new vehicles that will be purchased when
new oncs can be built and sold without restrictions to civilians
will depend to a large degrec upon farm prices and incomes. If
half the 1940 number of 979 tractors reported in the county were to

5. See Table XXII in Chapter 1V for the general property tax levies for all purposes in
Fllis county. .
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be replaced by new ones in the three vears following the declara-
tion of peace, that would result in the sale of 163 tractors in each
of these years. If one-half the county’s reported 455 trucks were
to be replaced at the same rate their annual sales for this purpose
should be about 78 for the first three postwar years,

AUTOMOBILES ON FARMS

Automobiles were found on 87 percent of the farms of the county
in 1940, and on 96 percent of all the farms of the state. The aver-
age model vear was 1933, making the average age 7 years. Along
with urban folk, farmers most certainly are going to need cars
when the war is over. (See Table XVI.)

TABLE XVI

Specified Farm Machinery, Use of Electricity and Telephones, and Kind of
Roads, April 1, 1940, State of Kansas, and Ellis County

County. State.
1TEMS.
Number. | Percent.| Number. | Percent.
Numberof farms. . .......... . ... 1,235 |........ 156,327 |[........
Automobiles on farms (farms reporting)........... .. 1,073 86.9 130,231 96.2
Number.. . ...t 1,215 |........ 150,403 |........
Year of model, ave.year...................... 1933 |....... 1933 ........
Motor trucks on farms (farms reporting)............ 427 31.6 39,623 25.3
Number. ...t e 455 [........ 42,617 f........
Year of model, ave. year. .. ... ........c....... 1932 [........ 1932 |........
Tractors on farms (farms reporting) . ............... 903 73.1 83,775 53.6
Number.......... ... ... ... 979 |........ 95,139 |........
Year of model, ave.year...................... 1931 |........ 1932 |........
Electric distribution line within % mile of farm dwell-
ing (farms reporting) . . .. .......... .. ... ... 101 8.2 45,067 28.8
Dwellings lighted by electricity (farms reporting)..... 169 13.7 41,549 26.5
Current from a Eower line (farms reporting). ... . 42 3.4 27,960 17.8
Current from a home plant (farms reporting) . . 127 10.3 13,580 8.7
With power line within ¥ mi. (farms reptg ) 7 0.6 1,572 1.0
‘I'elephone on farms (farms reporting).. . 455 36.8 79,666 50.9
Km; of road
Hard surfnced (farms reporting) . . e 44 3.6 14,302 9.1
Gravel, shell, shale, etc. (farms reportmg) ....... 202 23.6 53,653 34.3
[mprm od dirt (farms reporting) . ............... 556 45.0 52,297 33.5
Unimproved dirt (farms reporting) . ............ 284 23.0 28,144 18.0

Source: 16th Census of the United States, 1940: Agriculture, Vol. I, Part 2, First and
Second Series, Kansas, 1940, Table 10, pp. 794-796. . .

See Table XXI in Chapter IV for information on lighting, heating, cooking and refrigera-
tion equiptient and radios in farm homes.

ELECcTRICITY AND TELEPHONES ON FARMS

1t is pointed out in Chapter 1V on housing conditions,® that farm
houses are meagerly supplied with electricity. In Ellis county only
14 percent of the farm dwellings reported current in the home. Ten
percent of this was gencrated by home plants. For the state the
figures are 27 percent and 18 percent. The extension of the use of

6. See Table XXTI in Chapter IV,
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electricity in farm houses and farm work should be considered a
needed postwar development. More telephones would seem to be
desirable, too, in view of the fact that none was reported in almost
two-thirds of the farm homes in the county. Half of the farm
homes in the state reported no telephones. (See Table XVI1.)

PossiBLE NuMBER oF PART-TIME INDUSTRIAL WORKERS AMONG
FARMERS

When managers of industries begin looking around for locations
for new plants, they sometimes consider places where they find that
they can use farm labor in the slack agricultural seasons. Statistics
were gathered in the 1940 census in regard to the work off farms
for pay performed by farmers. 217 Ellis county farmers reported
that in 1939 they worked off their farms on nonfarm jobs an aver-
age of 103 days. An industry that could gear its busy season to
the slack season on farms in the county might find, therefore, a
labor force of around 200 men willing to work in processing or
manufacturing plants some three months in the year. A state-wide
and nationwide employment exchange system is apparently needed
to facilitate the determination of the exact supply of and demand
for labor, and to transport it quickly to and from areas where more
or fewer workers are needed. (See Table XVII.)

NuMBER OF YEARS OF FarM Occurancy

In concluding this section on Agriculture it is interesting to note
that the farmers in Ellis county had occupied their farms an aver-
age of 17 years in 1940. This was 3 years longer than the state
average of 14 years. The length of occupany on farms would prob-
ably show a much greater location stability than that for employers
and workers in urban businesses. At the same time, greater sta-
bility in home and family conditions and in neighborhood or com-
munity relations should be the result of this longer occupancy of a
given farm. (See Table XVII.)
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Work Off Farm, 1939 and 1934; Age, Year of Occupancy and Residence of
Farm Operator, April 1, 1940, State of Kansas, and Ellis County

ITEMS.

Work off farm for pay or income:

Operators reporting work off their farms, number........ lﬂgg
1934
Proportion of all farm operators, percent............... 1939
1934
Days worked off farm in totaldays.................... 1939

Ave. for all farm operators reporting, days...................
Operators reporting nonfarm work:
Number... ...t
Daysworked . . ....... ... . . e
AVOTaRe. o ottt e
Age of farm owners reported, Apr. 1, 1940: Ave. age years
Year of occupancy reported, Apr. 1, 1940: Ave. year. ...
Residence of farm operator, Apr. 1, 1940:
On the farm operated, operators reporting...................
Not on the farm operated, operators reporting. ......... ......

County.

State.

48,173
62,018
30.8

35.5
4,572,260
95

33,383
3,882,029
116

48.2
1926

134,492
14,126

Source: 16th Census of the United States, 1940: Agriculture,
Second Series, Kansas, 1940, Table 9, p. 790.

Vol. I, Part 2, First and
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CHAPTER IV

HOUSING CONDITIONS IN ELLIS COUNTY
ExTENT oF HoME OWNERSHIP

Of the 4,229 dwelling units in Ellis county in 1940, 48 percent were
occupied by their owners, 45 percent were occupied by tenants, and
7 percent were vacant. In Hays 42.5 percent of the residential units
were occupied by owners as compared to 51.8 percent in the city of
Ellis. For the rest of the county the proportion of owners was 51.5
percent. (Sec Table XVIIIL.)

ExTENT OF OVERCROWDING

The adequacy of the housing facilities available can be measured
partially, at least, by the average number of persons per room in
occupied units. If there are more than 1.50 persons per room over-
crowding is indicated. The county-wide figures show that for the
dwelling units reporting upon this factor 20 percent had 1.51 or more
persons per roon.. The overcrowding seems to be most prevalent in
rural areas and towns outside of Hays and Ellis city. 14.9 percent
of the reporting units in Hays and 13 percent in Ellis city had 1.51
or more persons per room, while for the rest of the county 26.9 per-
cent was the figure. (Sec Table XVIIIL.) ‘

NEEDp FOR REPAIRS

The state of repair of the dwelling units in the county was asked
for in the 1940 census. 3,972 reports were reccived, and 1,818 units,
. 45.8 pereent, were declared to be in need of repairs.” In Hays 27.6
percent needed repairs, in Ellis city 35.4 percent, and for the rest of
the county 64 percent. It is interesting to note that there was no
private bath in 33.3 pereent of the dwelling units in Hays and 42.6
percent in Ellis city. (Sce Table XVIII.)

The definite evidences of overcrowding and the need for repairs
on a large percentage of the houses in the county leads to the con-
clusion that residential building or repair activity should increase
after the war.®. Whether or not this happens depends upon satisfac-
tory farm, business and employment conditions. The need is un-
doubtedly present. Its fulfillment depends upon effective demand.

7. See footnote 2 to Table XX for the meaning of *‘in need of repairs.”

8. This need for residential construction will be inereased boeenuse of the wartime restric-
tions on building.



TABLE XVIII

General Characteristics of Housing in Ellis County, Kansas, 1940

URBAN, RURAL, NONFARM AND RURAL FaRrM.

=
; : 3
ersons per room .
Total Vacant, Vacant, in occupied units. Need for repairs.* g
dw:llin Owner Tenant for not for =
unita & | occupied. | ocrupied. sale or sale or s
. rent. rent. Number 1.51 or Number Need No private a°
reporting. more. reporting. | repairs. bath. @
CQA
CoOunty . ....ooovivvn e ne s 4,229 2,033 1,902 188 106 3.833 768 3,972 1,818 2,420 ]
Percent........................... oo 48.0 45.0 4.5 s T 20.0 ... 45.8 60.9 a°
P
Hayseity>..............o L 1,641 698 921 20 232 1,539 425 512 .
Percent........o.oouiuiaiit i 42.5 56.2 1.2 4.9 [ 27.6 33.3 g:
Ellis city. .. 309 242 46 71 573 203 244 .
Percen 51.8 40.5 7.7 13.0 |.......... 35.4 42.6 [\
Restofcounty*....... . ................ 1,991 1.026 739 122 465 1,860 1,190 1,664
Percent..............cooooviiiaifoniain, 51.5 37.1 6.2 26,9 [.......... 64.0 89.4

68
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TABLE XVIII—CoNCLUDED

URBAN AND RURAL NONFARM.
Owner-occupied All dwelling units
units by mortgage by contract or
status. estimated rent.
Total ?al:_g'l
dwelling Mortgaged dwelling
units. and Average® T
Number percent Number | monthly .
reporting. | mortgaged| reporting. rent
of number (3).
reporting.
County................. 2,820 1,158 348 2,721 20.46 1,400
JEREE N 00 00000000 s|loacccoonon|foosonsocoa 6ol |loavoooooooloacoococcalocconace 5
Hays city>............. 1,641 645 259 1,586 26.08% |..........
Percent............[....... soclloncooooosa ol |[ssoccsanas|losossancos|saacanas 0o
Elliscity............... 587 304 67 583 16.92 10
Percent............[....o.o oo B |[osoocooaoo|loooosnoncofnocosacsnn
Rest of county*......... 592 209 22 552 8.07 1,399
JERBENEo 00 a00000a00]|ocsossoosol|ooo 5000000 10.56 |

Source: 16th Census of the United States, 1910: Housing, Vol. 1, Part 1, Data for Small
Areas, Kansas, p. 615, Table 5.

1. This is an index of crowding. More than 1.5 could be considered overcrowded. The
percentages are based on the number reporting.

2. See footnote 1 to Table XX for meaning. The percentages are based on the number
reporting.

8. Building permits for new residential structures in Hays show that approvimately 90
new houses were built between the 1940 census in April and January 1, 1944. The figures for
residences and business structures, respectively, were: 1940: 48 and 5; 1941: 23 and 4;
1942: 4 and 1; 1943: 28 and 2. These total 103 residences, but the writer assumed that
only 75 percent of the 48 residences built in 1940 were built after the census was taken. Mr.
Basgall, city clerk, estimated the city population at between 7,000 and 8,000 in January of
1944, Population in 1940 was 6,385. 1f we assume the population increase to have been
1,200 and the gain in houses 90 between 1940 and 1944, overcrowding is definitely indicated.
There were but two vacant houses in April, 1940. If no houses were vacant in January, 1844,
13.8 persons per new house would be the relation between population and new house increases
between 1940 and 1944. Of course, hotels, tourist camps, and the conversion of some houses
into two or more apartments helped Hays to house this great increase in population.

4. In the source table these data are given by townships.

og. Actual rent paid or estimates based on rents for similar dwelling units in the neighbor-

6. Average monthly rent in Hays and Ellis county was high in 1940. Of the 64 urban
places in Kansas, only Manhattan had a monthly rent average above the $26.08 for Hays.
Among the counties, rents of urban and rural nonfarm dwelling units exceeded the Ellis county
monthly average of $20.46 in but seven of the 105 counties in the state. The state-wide
averages of $17 for urban and rural nonfarm and $20 for urban dwelling units compare with
Ellis county averages of $20.46 and $26.08 (Hays), respectively. See the source for averages
of state-wide and urban places.

MorTcaGE StaTUs OF OwWNER-Occupriep Houses

Data collected about owner-occupied units in 1940 show that of
those reporting in the county 30.1 percent were mortgaged. Hays
with 40.1 percent had a much higher percentage than the other areas
of the county. Ellis city had 22 percent, and the rest of the county
10.5 percent. This higher percentage for Hays could be accounted
for partly by the fact that between 1935 and 1940 over half the new *
houses in the county were built in Hays. (See Table XVIII.)
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AVERAGE MoNTHLY RENT

The actual or estimated average monthly rent in Ellis county in
1940 was $20.46 for urban and rural-nonfarm dwelling units. The
corresponding rent for the state of Kansas was $17. Average rent
per unit in Hays was $26.08 per month, and for all urban dwelling
units in the state of Kansas, $20. (See Table XVIIL.)

NumBER 0F PrRsONs Living IN EacH DweLLiNng UNIT

The number of persons living in each dwelling is declining. For
the county the average was 4.45 per occupied residential unit in
1940 as compared to 5.10 in 1930. These statistics also may be
taken to mean that the size of the family is decreasing. (See Table
XIX.)

TypE oF StrucTURE Basep UpoN NumBER oF FaMiLy DweLLING
UnNiITs

Most of the dwelling units in the county were one family detached
houses. In the towns and rural-nonfarm areas outside of Hays 87
percent of the structures were of this type. On the farms 98 per-
cent were separate, one family houses. In Hays 58 percent of the
residences were one family units; 28 percent were for two or three
families. (See Table XX.)

AGE oF THE Houses IN ErLLis CounTy

The age of the houses in Ellis county, and the periods of greatest
building activity are shown by the data collected in the 1940 census
in regard to the year that the dwelling units were built. Fifty-nine
percent of the houses in the county were built in the years from
1900 to 1924, with 47 percent being built in the twenty-year period
1900-1919. This means that approximately half of the houses in
the county are 25 or more years old. When it is seen that 86 per-
cent of them were built of wood, it appears that they should be
considered as having passed at least two-thirds of their useful lives.
In Hays 44 percent of the houses were built at least 25 years ago.
(See Table XX.)

Hays has been the site of the majority of the new houses built
in the county between 1930 and 1940; that city had 56 percent of
the county total during these years. The proportion of the popu-
lation of the county that lived in Hays in 1940 was 37 percent.
There was a building spurt in the period 1935-1940 in both the
county outside of Hays and in that city. More houses were built
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TABLE XIX

Dwelling Units: Ownership, Tenancy and Number of Persons in Household,
Ellis County, Kansas, 1940 and 1930

- The ’ Rural Rural

SvsEcT. county. Hays. nonfarm. farm.

All Dwelling Unats. ....... ... ............ .. 4,229 1,641 1.179 1,409
1940: Occupauncy, tenure:

All occupied units 3,935 1,619 1.050 1,266

wner-occupied units. .. . .. 2,033 698 591 744

Percent of total eccupie 51 43.1 56.3 58.8

Tenant-occupied units . ... . 1.992 921 459 522

Percent of total occupied 48.3 56.9 43.7 41.2

1930: All private families. . ... .. L. 3,121 1,042 809 1,270

Owner families........................... 1.743 537 404 712

Percent owners. .. ........ .. ... .. .. 57.3 52.7 61.7 58.2

Population:*

Total population, 1940.... . ... ... .. ... .. 17.508 6,385 4.380 6,743

Population per occupied unit. . ..... ... .. 4.45 . 3.94 4.17 5.33

Total population, 1930.................... 15,907 4.618 3.308 7.981

Population per private family........ ... i 5.10 4.43 4.00 6.28

* Since the number of ‘“‘occupied dwelling units” in 1940 is roughly comparable with the
number of “private families” or “homes” in 1930, the population per occupied unit in 1940
niay be compared with the population per private family in 1930 to indicate changes in family
size, and both may be used as an approximation of average size of family.

Source: 16th Census of the United States, 1940: Housing, Vol. 2, Part 3, General Char-
acteristics, Kansas. p. 27, Table 135.

between 1935 and 1940 than in any other five-year period after
the First World War with the exception of the years 1920-1924.

Usk or ELECTRICITY FOR LIGHTING

Electricity was used for lighting purposes in 66 percent of the
dwellings in the county in 1940. In Hays 97 percent used elec-
tricity, in the rural-nonfarm homes 79 percent, and on the farms
19 percent. It would seem that electrification of more farms could
be a possible postwar development in Ellis county.? (See Table
XX1I.)

HoMmEes witH Rabios ’

Radios were found in 81 percent of the homes in the county. 91
percent was the figure for Hays, 77 percent for the rural-nonfarm
area, and 70 percent for the farms. (See Table XXI.)

TYPE AND EXTENT oF RESIDENTIAL REFRIGERATION

Mechanical refrigerators were used in 43 percent of the homes in
the county. 68 percent of the dwellings in Hays had such refrig-
erators, 10 percent used ice, and the large number of 347 residences,
or 22 percent, had no refrigeration. Well over half the rural non-

9. The number of farms with electricity is shown in Table XVI in Chapter I11.
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TABLE XX

Dwelling Units: Type of Structure, Year Built, Exterior Material and State
of Repair, Ellis County, Kansas, 1940

i Rural
The o v @ Rural
SURJECT o || % Hays.* | ¢, f:;‘;[’:; % farm. %
All dwelling units. .. .. ... .. 4,229 |...... 1.641 |...... 1,179 |...... 1,409 [......
Type of Structure
I-family detached... ... .. .. 3,366 | 79.6 656 | 58.3 1.030 | 87.4 1,38C | 97.9
1-family attached.......... 42 1.0 8 0.5 22 |...... 12 ...,
2-family side by side. ..... 160 3.8 122 7.4 30 |...... 8 |......
2-family other 270 6.4 230 | 14.0 36 {...... 4
3-family. ...... 120 2.8 108 | 6.6 12 oo
4family. ...l 64 1.5 56 3.4 8 | o
1- to 4-family with business.. 43 1.0 12 0.7 AW ... 4 | ...
5- to 9-farmly . .. ...... ... 72 1.7 62 3.8 10 oo e
10- to 19-family. . ......... 221 0.5 22 1.3 0 e
20-family or more other
dwelling places. . .. 70 1.7 65 3.9 L 20 P | I
Year Built ) :
1935-1940. ... .. ....... .. 465 { 11.0 267 | 16.3 73 6.2 125 8.9
1930-1934............... .. 224 5.3 91 5.5 59 5.0 74 5.3
1925-1929 ... ... ... ....... 371 8.8 209 | 12.7 82 7.0 80 5.7
1920-1924. ... .. ... ... ... 513 [ 12.1 277 | 16.9 113 9.6 123 8.7
1910-1919. . .. ... .. ..... 1,028 | 24.3 338 | 20.6 ! 306 | 26.0 384 | 27.3
1900-1909. ... ............. 957 | 22.6 233 | 14.2 341 | 28.9 383 | 27.2
341 8.1 81 4.9 133 | 11.3 127 9.0
123 2.9 41 2.5 45 3.8 37 2.6
1860-1879. . 33 0.8 18 1.1 2 0.2 13 0.9
1859 or earlier............ 13 ;.3 2 0.2 5 0.4 6 0.4
Not reporting yvear built . . .. 161 3.8 84 5.1 20 1.7 a7 4.0
Exterior Material
All residential structures. ...| 3.806 [...... ... ]
Wood.................... 3,279 [ 86.2 [........ 6 cooalloaoancaaliccanaal|lonncascoloacono
i 04 2.5 [o e e e
132 3.5 L e
188 4.9 (e
113 3.0 | e
State of Repairt
Not needing major repairs...| 2,154 |...... 1,114 |...... 539 |...... 501 |......
Needing major repairs. .. .. .| 1.818 |...... 425 |. ... .. 577 |...... 816 |......
Not reporting repairs. ... ... { 25708 A D02 Jocoaoo 63 [...... 021 | .

* See footnote 8 to Table XVIII for estimates of houses built in Hays since 1940.

1 Instructions to enumerators specified that a structure was to be reported as ‘‘needing
major repairs’”’ when parts of the structure such as floors, roof, plaster, walls, or foundations
required repairs or replacements, the continued neglect of which would impair the soundness
of the structure and create a hazard to its safety as a place of residence.

Source: 16th Census of the United States, 1940: Housing, Vol. 2, Part 3, General Char-
acteristics, Kansas, 1940, p. 185, Table 22.

farm and rural farm dwellings had neither ice nor mechanical re-
frigeration. (See Table XXI.)

Tyre or CookinGg FueL

Gas was the most common cooking fuel used throughout the
county, with kerosene or gasoline next. The proportion of house-
holds using gas was 43 percent; 35 percent used kerosene or gasoline.
The majority of the gas users were in Hays. Electricity was used
for cooking purposes in only 27 dwellings in the county. (See Table
XXI.)
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of 21.93 mills. In 1935 the comparable figures were 48.39 mills in
Hays, 45.67 mills in Ellis city, and ranged from 10.43 to 23.15 in
the townships. The corresponding 1940 mill levies were 43.65, 52.79,
and 9.08 to 18.25. In 1943 the levies fell to a low of 36.01 in Hays,
45.27 in Ellis city, and a range of 4.94 to 14.94 in the townships.
If we assume that there has been no change in the relationship be-
tween assessed and actual valuations, it can be said that general
property taxes were lower in Ellis county in 1943 than they were in
1935, and they were slightly lower in 1943 than in 1930.' (See
Table XXII.)

11. For taxes on farm property see Teble XV in Chapter IlI.
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CHAPTER V

RETAIL AND WHOLESALE TRADE, AND SERVICE
ESTABLISHMENTS

The 1940 Census of Business shows that in 1939 retail and whole-
sale trade, and service establishments in Ellis county occupied 960
persons. This number was equal to 17 percent of the county’s labor
force in 1940. Of these 960 persons, 295 or 31 percent were pro-
prietors and 655, or 69 percent, were employees. Retailing was the
occupation of 702 persons, while wholesaling claimed 130, and serv-
ice establishments 128.1 When these three groups of cconomic ac-
tivity are lumped together, they form the county’s largest occupa-
tional classification with the exception of agriculture.

RETAIL TRADE

There were 216 retail stores in the county in 1939. Half the
stores were located in Hays. Total sales in the county were $4,448,-
000. Almost three-fourths ($3,308,000) were made by Hays retail
outlets. 186 (26 pereent) of the persons engaged in retailing were
proprietors and 516 (74 percent) were employees. The employee
pay roll in the county was $383,000 for the year. When the pay
roll is divided by the number of employees the figure of $742 is
obtained. This compares with $753 for the state-wide average.
The pay per employee figure for Hays was $770, and it was $790
for all cities in Kansas with populations from five to ten thousand.
These annual pay figures should not be used to show actual average
full-time earnings of employees because some part-time employees
are counted. Morc is said about this a little later. The reason for
citing these data here is merely to enable comparisons to be made
between general compensation levels for employces in different
areas. (See Table XXIII.)

One important indicator of whether a store is profitable is the
volume of sales. The 1939 average sales per store in Ellis county
were $20,593, or 20 percent higher per store than the comparable
average of $17,192 per store for the state. The average sales per
store in Hays ($30,349) were also higher by 20 percent than the
average ($25,285) for the stores in all the cities in the population

1. These are averages for the year. During the year more than this number were en-
ployed at one time or another.
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group from five to ten thousand.? In fact, among all cities in Kan-
sas with over 5,000 population only one, Hutchinson, exceeded the
Hays average sales per store.?

In the county there were 81 persons per retail store in 1939; for
the state, 66. Hays had one retail store per 59 persons, and the cities
in the Hays population class (5-10,000) had 48 persons for each

TABLE XXIII

Retail Trade: Stores, Sales, Personnel, and Pay Roll, State of Kansas, and
Ellis County, 1939

Ellis county. All
—— | cities
from
ITEMS. Be& h5—10 4 State.
. . e mainder [thousan
County.| Hays. of in the

county. | state.

Population®*........ ... ... ... ... ... . 17,508 6.385 [ 11,123 | 88,415% 1,801,028

Numberofstores.......................... 216 109 107 1,825 27,545
Population + number of stores.............. 81 59 104 48 66
Sales (dollars, add 000)..................... 4.448 | 3,308 1,140 | 46,145 | 473,551
Average sales per store (dollars)............. 20,593 | 30.349 | 10,654 | 25.285 17,192
Sales + population (dollars)......... e 254 518 103 527 263
Active proprietors of unincorpor'd businesses, 186 94 92 1,652 25,780
Number of employeest (average for year)..... 516 387 129 5,741 56,490
Total pay rollf (dollars, add 000)............ 383 298 85 4,536 42,510
Payroll + number of employees (dollars).. ... 742 770 639 790 753

Nource: 16th Census of the United States, 1940. Census of Business, Vol. 1, Retail Trade:
1939, Part 8, Table 16, p. 519; for cities from 5-10,000, pp. 519-20.

* Qee Appendix B, Table II for population of all cities over 5,000. Table I in Appendix B
shows separately the cities in the 5-10,000 classification.

+ Employees and pay roll include paid executives of corporations but not the number and
compensation of proprietors of unincorporated businesses.

1 This figure is not the same as the average annual pay for full-tiine employees because
22 percent of the emplovees were part-time for the state. It merely serves ns a basis of com-
parison of levels of compensation for employees in the different areas. See Table XXIV for
average annual carnings of full-time employees, and part-timme employees in retail stores.

store. These figures might be interpreted to mean that Ellis county
and Hays could support a few more retail stores because they had
more persons per store than the other similar areas in the state. Of
course, the opening of more stores might. have reduced the relatively
high average sales per store for the county and for Hays.

When the total retail sales in the county are divided by the pop-
ulation the result shows that the county sales per capita ($254)
were about the same as those for the state ($263). The Hays sales
per capita ($518) were also about equal to the average for all
cities between five and ten thousand population ($527). It would
seem that the retail merchants in Ellis county were making their
proportionate share of retail sales in the state. (See Table XXIII.)

2. The population of Hays was 6,385 in 1940.
3. Hutchinson had average sales of $32,263 per store in 1939. The average for all stores
in cities with populations of 5,000 and over was $25,365. See Appendix B, Table I
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Information was gathered in regard to the average annual earn-
ings of employees, and the numbers of full-time and part-time em-
ployees in retail establishments throughout the entire state for 1939.
Full-time employees totalled 56,490 in that year. That was 78 per-
cent of all retail store employees in Kansas. Part-time workers
comprised the remaining 22 percent. In 1929 full-time employees
were 84 percent of the total. Full-time workers in 1939 received
92 percent ($39,071,000) of the combined employee pay roll of
$42510,000. The average annual earnings of full-time employees
were $889 in 1939. The 1929 earnings were $1,165. The average
annual earnings of part-time employees were $275 in 1939, and
$278 in 1929. If it can be assumed that part-time compensation
was at the same hourly or weekly rate as full-time, the part-time
employees apparently worked about 31 percent of full-time in 1939,
and 24 percent, in 1929. (See Table XXIV.)

Food and automobiles, along with gasoline and other products
sold by filling stations, were the most important items in the field
of retailing in Ellis county and throughout the state in 1939. Re-
tail outlets specializing in these things accounted for 61 percent
of all retail sales in the county. For the whole state the figure was
57 percent. Food stores and eating and drinking places alone were
responsible for 29 percent in the county and 29 percent through-

TABLE XXIV

Retail Stores: Number of Full-time and Part-time Employees, Payroll, and
Average Annual Earni_ngs, Kansas, 1939, 1935, and 1929

ITEN™S. 1939. 1935.* 1929.*

Number of employees (average for year):

Total. ..ottt e 56,490 51,312 63,062
Full-time. .........ccoiiiiiiiinineann. 43,972 ($)) 52.817
Percentage............... .. ... ... .. ... I - I 83.8
Part-time............... i 12,518 H 10,245

Pay roll (dollars, add 000):
otal. ... .. 42,510 36,960 64,371
Full-time........... ... .. ... ... . ... 39,071 36,088 61,518
Percentage.......cooviiiininnina. 91.9 92.6 95.6
Part-time..............coooiiiiiiii 3,439 2,872 2,853
Average annual earnings of a. (dollars):
Full-time employee. . . .................... 889 (&) 1,165
Part-time employee. . ..................... 275 [§))] 278

Source: 16th Census of the United States, 1940. Census of Business, Vol. 1, Retail Trade:
1939, Part 3, Table 2, pp. 117.

* Previously published totals for the State, for 1935 and 1929, are revised to exclude service
garages and other automotive service businesses whose receipts from service sales exceed their
sales of merchandise.

1 Not available.

44674
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out the state. Some 2 percent to 3 percent additional sales of foods
were made by other retailers, but even so, automobile dealers and
filling stations had sales about equal to the food stores and eating
places. (See Table XXV.)

It should be remembered, however, that Kansas is still 58.1 per-
cent rural according to the 1940 census. In Ellis county the per-
centage was 63.5 percent. People living on farms or in small towns
are quite likely to raise a part of their food requirements instead
of buying all their food in food stores. 38.5 percent of the county’s
population actually lived on farms. The proportion for the whole
state was 33.5 percent.

The need for transportation in a county with two-thirds of its
population living in small towns or on farms might explain the
fact that automobile sales in 1939 amounted to 23 percent of all
retail sales in Ellis county as compared to but 17 percent in the
state-wide totals. Local prosperity due to oil activity could have
been the reason, of course. ‘

Next to food, automobiles and their operation, the most important
reason for consumers’ retail expenditures were the items sold by
lumber-building-hardware stores (11%) and general merchandise
stores (13% for the county and 10% for the state). These four
general types of sales accounted for at least 85 percent of the re-
tail sales in Ellis county and 78 percent in the state.

Not all classes of stores nor all individual stores shared equally
in the retail sales in the county and in the state. The different
proportions of sales by the various types of merchandise have been
shown in the preceding paragraphs. A study of the total number
of retail outlets and the amount of sales by these show that only
25.0 percent of the sales in the county were made by 52.3 percent of
the stores. The types of stores having this 25 percent are eating
and drinking places (5%), filling stations, (9%), and lumber-
building-hardware stores (11%). The statewide figures show that
27.1 percent of total sales were made by 46.2 percent of the stores.
One of the main reasons for the concentration of sales in a minor-
ity of store units is the relatively large number of retail stores in
relation to sales in the fields of filling stations, eating and drinking
places, and lumber-building-hardware stores. (See Table XXV.)

More detailed data about retail stores and sales for each of the
thirty-two Kansas cities with over 5,000 population are given in
Appendix B of this study.



TABLE XXV
Retail Trade: Stores and Sales by Business Groups, State of Kansas, and Ellis County, 1939

County.
IrEMA. i State. %
County. % Hays. % l;'fe’::l::?;f %
Total—1940 population........ ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .. ... ... ... 17,508 |...... 6,38 |...... 11,123 |...... 1,801,028 |......
OO . . . e 216 |...... 109 |[...... 107 §...... 27,545 |......
Sales (dollars, add 000) . . ........... ... ... .. ... 4,448 100 3,308 100 1,140 100 473,551 100
1. Food group
SOT B . v vt ettt e e e s 39 [...... 18 |...... 21 |...... 6,207 |......
Snles (dollars, add 000). . ....... ... ... . 1,063 24 719 22 344 30 115,297 24
2. General stores (with food):
17 =TS 6 ...l 6 f...... 359 ...
Sales (dollars, add 000). . ... ... ... .. ... . . .. ... ... 156 4 oo 156 14 7,401 2
3. General merchandise group: .
ST .« ottt S ... 4 |...... 1 |...... 764 |......
Sales (dollars, add 000)............. ... .. .. .. ... 571 13 x) {...... x) |[...... 47,903 10
4. Apparel group:
FS L0y 9 |...... 6 |...... 3 |...... 1,210 |......
Bales (dollars, add 000) ......... ... .. . e 106 2 76 2 30 3 24,489 5
5. Furniture—household—radio group:
OB . . oottt e 9 fo..... 6 |...... 3 ... 955 |......
Sales (dollars, add 000) . . ... ...... ... ... ... ...... FE 85 1 79 2 6 .05 17,623 4
6. Automotne group:
BOTe8 . . o ettt 14 ... A 7 ... 1,620 |......
Snles (dollars, add 000). . ............. ... ... 1,015 23 834 25 181 16 79,889 17
7. Filling stations:
Stores. ................c.0.... A 47 ... 17 4. 30 |...... 5,726 |......
Sales (dollars, add 0U0). . ... ... ... ... . . ... 397 9 254 8 143 13 49,592 11
8. Lumber——bulldmg— -hardware*
SHOTB . . vttt e e 35 |...... 19 |...... 16 |...... 2,620 |......
qales (dollars, add 000). . ........ ... ... i, 474 11 307 9 167 15 51,233 11
9. Eatmg and drmkmg places:
SOMEB . o o vttt e 31 ...... 15 {...... 186 |...... 4,386 |[......
Sales (dollan, add 000). ... ... 241 5 160 5 81 7 27,426 5
10. Drug stores:
..................................................... 6 |...... 5 |o..... ) U PR 1,076 |{......
Ss.lee (dollars, add 000). . ................. . ... ... 159 4 (x) to..... (x) . 20,998 4
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<



TABLE XXV—CoNCLUDED

ITEMS.

11. gther stores:

Sales (dollars, add 000) . - . ...\t vneansins e
Separate kinds of business (included in group totals)
Grocery, combination stores (part of Group 1):

S
Sales (dollars, add 000) . . ...ttt
Hnrdware storea (part of Group 8):

Sto .
Sales (dollars, add 000) . . .. .. .cotieiiieiitnt ciii
Res!.aurants other eating places (pnrt of Group 9):

Stol
Sales (dollars, Add 000). .. oo
Feed, farm, garden suppiies (pnrt of Group 1):

County.
Remainder

County. % Hays. % of county. %
15 |...... 12 |...... 3 |......

181 4 164 5 17 1
28 [ ... 12 (..., 16 |......
1,006 ...... 677 |...... 3290 f.... ..
8 ... 5 |...... 3 |......
53 |...... 35 |...... 18 4......
20 [...... 10 |...... 10 f......
181 |...... 135 |[...... 46 |......
T 1§
() | (x) |[......

2,622
31,700

5,097
106, 564

771
9,580

2,878
19,462

512
11.991

Source: 16th Census of the United States, 1940. Census of Business, Vol. 1, Retail Trade: 19389, Part 3, Table 15, pp. 288-9.

(x) Withheld to avoid disclosure.
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WHOLESALE TRADE

There were 60 wholesale stores in Ellis county in 1939; 26 were
in Hays and 34 were located in other towns. The Hays stores made
sales amounting to $1,756,000. This was 66.4 percent of all whole-
sale business ($2,646,000) done by Ellis county establishments in
1939. The average number of persons occupied in the wholesale
businesses of the county was 130. Of these, 32 were proprietors of
unincorporated businesses, and 98 were employees. (See Table
XXVL)

The average annual sales per store for Ellis county were $44,100,
which was about half of the $83,363 per store average for the state.

TABLE XXVI

Wholesale Trade: Stores, Sales, Personnel, and Pay Roll, State of Kansas,
and Ellis County, 1939

Ellis county. All

cities
from
ItEMS., Re- 5-10 State.
mainder |thousand

County.| Hays. of in the

county. state.

Population®. ... .......ooiieie 17,508 | 6,385 | 11,123 | 88,415%| 1,801,028
Numberof stores.......................... 60 26 34 299 5,130
Population <+ number of stores.............. 292 246 327 295 332
Sales (dollars, add 000)..................... 2,646 1,756 890 | 21,090 427,651
Average sales per store (dollars)............. 44,100 | 67,538 | 26.176 | 70,535 83,363
Sales -+ population (dollars).............. .. 151 275 80 239 238
Percent wholesale sales were of retail salest. . . 59.5 53.1 71.0 45.7 90.3
Active proprietors of unincorpor’'d businesses, 32 13 19 215 3,521
Number of employees} (average for year)..... 98 71 27 905 14,997
Total pay rollq (dollars, add 000)........... 115 85 30 1.014 18,163
Pay roll + number of employees (dollars)....| 1,172 1,197 1,111 1,120 1,211

* See Appendix B, Tahle II for population of all cities over 5,000. Table I in Appendix B
shows separately cities in the 5-10,000 classification.

+ See Table XXIII for the amount of retail sales.

1 Employees and pay rolls include paid executives of corporations but not the number and
compensation of proprietors of unincorporated businesses.

§ This figure is not the same as the average annual pay for full-time employees because
some of the employees were part-time. It merely serves as a basis of comparison of levels
of compensation for employees in the different arens.

Source: 16th Census of the United States, 1940, Census of Business, Vol. 11, Wholesale
Trade, 1939, Table 18, pp. 970-71.

As is well known, the large cities are the centers for wholesale
trade. These cities are found in the eastern part of the state.t But
it does appear that Hays had somewhat more wholesale business
in relation to her population than the average city in her population
class of from five to ten thousand. This is shown by the fact that
wholesale trade amounted to $275 per capita in Hays, while $239
per capita was the average for the twelve cities in her population

4. See Appendix B, Table Il for wholesale trade m the thirty-two largest cities of Kansas.
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class. Another proof of the fact that Hays was somewhat more
active as a wholesale center than the average small city in the
state, is shown by the relationship between totals of wholesale and
of retail sales in Hays and in the twelve cities of her class. Sales
at wholesale by Hays stores were equal to 53.1 percent of retail
sales in that city. For the twelve cities in her population group,
sales of wholesale stores were only 45.7 percent of retail sales.

Further detailed data in regard to wholesale trade in Kansas is
given in Appendix B of this survey. The information is broken
down for the thirty-two cities in the state with populations over
5,000.

SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS °

Ellis county had 77 service establishments in 1939. Hays was the
location of 43 of them, and the rest of the county had 34. The effect

TABLE XXVII

Service Establishments:* Number, Receipts, Personnel, and Pay Roll, State
of Kansas, and Ellis County, 1939

Ellis county. All
cities
from
ITEMS. Be;l h5~10 A State.
mainder |thousan
County.| Hays. 5 in the

county. state.

Population

6,385 | 11,123 | 88.415%|1,801,028
Number of stores............ 43 34 702 10,047

Population - number of store 227 148 327 126 179
Receipts (dollars, add 000).... 212 157 55 | 2,587 30,397
Average receipts rer store (dollars 2,753 | 3.651 1,618 | 3.685 3,025
Receipts + population (dollars). ... 12 25 5 29 17
Active proprietors of unincorpor'd businesses, 77 44 33 745 10,333
Number of employeest (average for year)..... 51 45 6 866 10,191
Total pay roll§ (dollars, add 000)........... 32 28 4 578 6,990
Pay roll + number of employees (dollars). . .. 627 622 667 667 686

* These include barber and beauty shops, laundries, dry cleaning establishments, shoe re-
pairing, photographic studios, advertising agencies, warehouses, automotive repairs and services,
electrical appliance repairing, and other establishments.

+ See Table II in Appendix B for population of all cities over 5,000, Table I in Appendix
B shows separately the cities in the 5-10,000 classification and those over 10,000.

t Employees and pay roll include paid executives of corporations but not the number and
compensation of unincorporated businesses.

{ This figure is not the same as the avcrage annual pay for full-time employees because
some of the employees were part-time. It merely serves as a basis of comparison of levels
of compensation for employees in different areas.

Source: 16th Census of the United States, 1940, Census of Business, Vol. III, Service
Establishments, 1939, and Places of Amusement, Hotels, Tourist Camps and Tourist Courts,
1939. Table 2, pp. 211-212. The data for places of amusement, hotels, etc., are not dis-
cussed in this survey because they are not broken down by counties in the published census
volume. For Kansas totals see pp. 509, 671 and 626 of the source.

5. These include barber and beauty shops, laundries and dry cleaners, shoe repairing, auto-
motive repairs and services, warehouses, various types of repair shops, and many other types
of establishments. Places of amusement, hotels and tourist camps are excluded from this study
because the published census material was not broken down into county or small city totals.
The receipts of these establishments in 1939 in the entire state were 49 percent as great as
those for the service establishments included in this study; the number of persons occupied
was 33 percent as great; and the employee pay roll 41 percent as large. For reference citations
see the footnote on ‘‘source’” at bottom of Table XXVII.
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of “city life” in causing more and more of the family’s traditional
household duties to be performed outside of the home, is strikingly
illustrated by the fact that Hays with but 37 percent of the county’s
population was the site of 56 percent of the service establishments
in the county. To be sure, many persons living outside Hays come
into that town for trade at service establishments as well as for
retail purchasing. The fact remains, however, that the laundries,
dry cleaning establishments, and beauty parlors are primarily used
by the city folk.® (See Table XXVII.)

Service establishments are perhaps the smallest scale important
type of busincss remaining in the economic system. They were the
occupation of 128 persons in Ellis county in 1939. Proprietors out-
numbered employees 77 to 51. Service establishments gave work to
about the same number of persons as wholesaling, but their average
annual receipts per establishment were only 6 percent of the average
for wholesalers.” In Hays average yearly receipts (sales of goods
and services) were $3,651 per establishment. This was practically
the same as the $3,685 average for such businesses in all cities in the
five to ten thousand population class.

The people of Ellis county and of Hays evidently still do more of
the traditional family household duties in the home than do most
of the people elsewhere in Kansas. Support for this contention is
found in the somewhat smaller receipts per capita for service estab-
lishments in Ellis county and Hays than for such businesses through-
out the state. The population of Ellis county in 1939 spent an aver-
age of $12 per capita in service establishments, while the state-wide
figure was $17 per capita. In Hays the amount was equal to $25
per capita, and the average for the twelve cities in that population
class was $29 per capita.

Appendix B of this study contains more detailed data concerning
the service establishments in the thirty-two cities in Kansas with
populations exceeding 5,000.

6. Table XXVII shows that the per capita receipts of service establishments were $25 in
Hays and but $5 in the remainder of the county.

7. Part of this difference is due to the difference in the nature of the products sold. For
example, the service establishments sell human service which is created right in the place of
business. This service was not purchased from a manufacturer as are most of the products
of wholesalers. The net income after paying all costs is therefore greater in relation to sales
or receipts in the service establishment than in the wholesale store. Nevertheless, these differ-
ences are not enough to lead to any other conclusion than the one that the service establish-
ment is ordinarily a small scale business.
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CHAPTER VI

SUMMARY

The purpose of this survey of Ellis county, Kansas, was to dis-
cover what information of importance is available in regard to the
economic and human characteristics of this county and of similar
areas throughout the United States for the prewar year of 1940.
It is assumed that although the war will bring great changes in
certain respects, the fundamental characteristics of most areas will
be essentially the same after the war as they were in 1940. A
knowledge of the characteristics of an area in its last full peace-
time year undoubtedly will be quite helpful in planning for the
years following the war.

The general conditions dealt with in this survey included (1)
population: Number, age, country of birth, race, education and oc-
cupational status; (2) agriculture: Number, size and value of farms,
acres harvested, automobiles and machinery on farms, ownership
status, major sources of farm income, taxes, use of electricity and
telephones; (3) housing: Extent of ownership, need for repairs, age
of dwellings, average rents, extent of overcrowding, type of dwell-
ing, use of electricity, type of heating equipment, refrigeration, ra-
dios, taxes on owners of property; (4) retail and wholesale trade
and service establishments: Number of stores or establishments,
amount and type of goods or services sold, number of persons en-
gaged in trade, and payrolls.

The population of the county increased 10 percent hetween 1930
and 1940. Most of the growth occurred in the city of Hays which
had a total of 6,385 persons in 1940, or 37 percent of the county
total of 17,508. There were 875 persons of foreign birth in 1940,
and they represented 5 percent of the total population. The figure
for the whole state was 2.9 percent. Sixty-two percent of the for-
eign born in Ellis county came from Russia, and 12 percent from
Rumania.

On the basis of the median number of school years completed by
persons 25 years or older the figure of 8.4 for the county is about
the same as the median of 8.7 for the state. The percentage of the
persons of high-school age in school, however, was somewhat lower
for the county than for the state. Table V in Chapter II gives
this information in detail.

Agriculture was the dominant occupation of the people, claiming
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1,551 persons, or 27 percent of the county’s labor force. This per-
centage may seem small in such a definitely rural area, but the
data shown in Table IV, in Chapter II help to show the great
variety of occupations existing even in a predominantly agricul-
tural region. Next to agriculture in number of persons occupied
was the group classed as professional and related services with 553.
Then came oil and gas production with 345. If all the persons en-
gaged in retail and wholesale trade had been lumped together they
would have ranked second to agriculture with 960 persons. Hays
is a leading trade center for the surrounding counties, and conse-
quently trade would be expected to be the second most important
economic activity in Ellis county.

The average size of farms in the county increased from 418 acres
to 451 acres, or 7.9 percent between 1930 and 1940. The state-
wide average increased from 283 acres to 308 acres, a rise of 8.8
percent. The number of farms in the county was 1,235 in 1940, a
decline of 79 or 6.4 percent from 1930. The drop in the state was
5.9 percent. There was a 37 perent fall in the value of Ellis county
farms between 1930 and 1940. The state as a whole suffered a 34
percent loss in farm values. In 1940 the value of the land and
buildings when calculated on a per acre basis had an average value
in the county of $23.71 per acre compared to $29.51 per acre for
the state.

The proportion of farms in the county owned by their operators
increased from 32 pereent in 1930 to 36 percent in 1940. Renting
some land from others scems to be a growing practice, however, per-
haps because it allows an operator to get more nearly full use of
his machinery with the resulting lower production costs. He also
would avoid the problems involved in buying land.

The major sources of farm income are field crops (wheat mostly),
and livestock. These two sources account for over 75 percent of
the total. Dairy products are a poor third. (See Table XI in Chap-
ter ITI.) Between 1929 and 1939 diversification did not make
much headway in the county. Acres planted to sorghums increased
only 3.11 percent. Number of cows milked fell 11 percent in that
decade; cattle and calves went down 19 percent, and hogs and pigs
64 percent. Twenty-four percent fewer chickens were raised in
1939 than in 1934, and 20 percent fewer eggs were produced.

Taxes in 1939 on Ellis county farms averaged 32 cents an acre.
The state average was 49 cents. Real estate taxes were equal to
$1.19 per $100 of assessed valuation in the county and $1.39 per
$100 in the state.
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Electricity was reported in only 14 percent of the farm dwellings.
Twenty-seven percent was the state figure. But one-third of the
farm homes in the county had telephones. One-half of the farm
homes throughout the state had telephones.

The housing conditions reported in this survey show that there
were 4,229 dwelling units in the county in 1940. About half (48
percent) of the units were owned by their occupants. Twenty per-
cent of the units were overcrowded, most of these being in the rural
areas. 1,818 residences or 46 percent were declared to be in need of
repairs. It is interesting (alarming?) to note that there was no
private bath in 33 percent of the dwelling units in Hays and 43
percent in Ellis city. Approximately half of the houses in the
county were built at least 25 years ago. The average monthly rents
per dwelling in the county and in Hays were appreciably higher
than the state averages for rural and urban areas.

General property taxes in the county were lower in 1943 than
they were in 1935, although in the former year they were about the
same as in 1930. In Hays and Ellis city taxes have dropped con-
siderably in the last few years. The decrease in Hays between
1935 and 1943 was from 48.39 mills to 36.01 mills: The big decline
in Ellis city occurred between 1940 and 1943 when the drop was
from 52.79 mills to 45.27 mills.

It can be seen irom this survey that much building and repairing
of dwellings is needed, both in towns and on farms. Automobiles,
household equipment, farm machinery, extension of electrical and
telephone service to rural areas are all great needs in Ellis county.
This will be true for the state and nation at large. Such inventories
of desired or needed goods as can be made by community surveys
such as this study undertakes, will prove helpful in planning pro-
duction and job possibilities. It should be remembered, however,
that needs or desires are not the same as effective demand unless
backed by actual purchasing power among the farmers, business-
men, professional persons and workers. The biggest task facing
our communities and the nation is not the creation of desires for
goods, but rather the creation of enough employment and effective
purchasing power to provide a market for the goods that we can
produce and most certainly need.

This study, as has been stated, was made to serve as a pattern
for the study of any county or similar area. The real value of such
a survey will be realized, however, only if it is used in an actual
attempt to plan a sound future development of a community.
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APPENDIX B

TABLE 1

Retail Stores: Sales, Personnel, and Pay Roll, Cities of Kansas in Two Popu-

Average Active
Number Sales sales proprietors
CITIES. of (add 000) per of unin-
\ stores. (dollars). store corporated
(dollars). | businesses.
Population class 5-10,000—
Abilene. ..., ... 138 2,917 21,138 136
Coneordifi. . .. ... 132 3,276 24,811 116
Dodge City..... oo ovviii it 189 5,409 28,619 170
Garden City........ovviiiiuiiin i, 135 4,155 30,778 106
GreatBend................ ... ... .. ... 153 4,960 32,418 135
HAYS. oo 109 3.308 30,349 94
Tola. ..o 175 3,163 18,074 162
Junetion City...........ootiiiii i 157 3,631 23,127 151
McPherson...........cooivniiiiiiaiaa. 165 4,124 24,994 140
Pratt. ... 144 3.518 24,431 133
Wellington. ................... ... ... ... 117 2,944 25,162 113
Winfield. .................... ... ........ ... 211 4,740 22,414 196
Totals. .. .....coveni i 1,825 46,145 |.......... 1,652
Averageperstore. ..............coiii]iiniii i 25,285 |..........
Population class over 10,000—
Arkansas City. .......... ... it 241 5,372 22,290 216
Atchison. . .......... ... 236 4,822 20,432 243
Chanute. . ........c.ooiiniiiiii 212 4,225 19,929 199
Coffeyville. .. ..., 320 6,659 20,809 292
ElDorado.........c..oooiiiiiiiiii i, 187 4,927 26,348 181
Emporia. ... 263 6,776 25,764 240
Fort Scott............. .. ... ... 245 4,539 18,527 221
Hutchinson.................................. 501 16,164 32,263 444
Independence........................... .. .. 228 5,364 23,526 225
Kansas City.... ...t .. 1,687 35,111 20,813 1,589
Lawrence............ ... .ot 287 7,335 25,557 268
Leavenworth. . ............ ...t 354 6,769 19,121 340
aphattan.............. ... ... ... .. 0oL 222 6,333 28,527 198
Newton.. ... ..o 185 4,927 26,632 172
Ottawa. . ..ot e 194 4,277 22,046 183
Parsons............... ... e 247 5,340 21,619 227
Pittsburg......... ... ... ... ... 366 7,917 21,631 322
alina. ............. .. ...l 395 10,801 27,344 346
Topeka. ......c.oooiiiii i S 1,089 31,633 29,048 979
Wichita.............. ... 1,839 53,243 28,952 1,663
Totals.......... P 9,298 235,842 |.......... 8,548
Averageperstore. .............coeueinnnee]oieiiiiii]iiiiiia, 25,365 )..........
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TABLE I—CoNcLUDED

. Number of| Average Total Average
Crries employees | number pay rolls pay roll
‘ ‘ (average |employees | (add 000) er store
for year). | per store. | (dollars). dollars).
Population class 5-10,000—
Abilene. ....... ... .. 392 2.8 277 2,007
Coneordi@. . ....oov i 388 2.9 318 2,409
Dodge City..........coiiiiiiin .. 743 3.9 579 3,064
Garden City...........c.o i 479 3.6 403 2,985
Great Bend.................. .. ... ... .. ..... 591 3.9 528 3,451
HAYS. .. 387 3.6 208 2,733
Tola. ..o 356 2.0 260 1,486
Junetion City.................. i 431 2.7 333 2,121
McPherson............. ... oo 527 3.2 420 2,909
Pratt.......ooo i 455 3.2 362 2,514
Wellington. ........... ... ... ..., 383 3.3 299 2,556
Winfield.............. ... o o 609 2.8 459 2,175
Totals. ... 5,741 |.......... 4,336 |..........
Averageperstore......................... | .. oo 3.1 ... 2,485
Population class over 10,000—
Arkansas City. ........ .. .. 717 3.0 534 2,216
Atchison............ ... 587 2.1 162 1,958
Chanute. . ......cooivieininieininaeiannnn. 492 2.3 329 1,557
Coffeyville........... ... . it 874 2.7 622 1,944
ElDorado.......oooiiiet e 570 3.0 169 2,
Emporia....... ... ... ... .. i 906 3.4 665 2,529
FortSeott................ ... ... ... ... .. ... 577 2.4 400 1,633
Hutehinson... .. .. ... .. ... ................ 2,255 4.5 1,902 3,796
Independence... . .............. ... ... 681 3.0 75 2,083
Kansas City.............. ... 3.767 2.2 3.333 1,976
Lawrence. .. ....... ... . ... .. .. 966 3.4 677 2,359
Leavenworth. .. ......... .. ... ... ......... 938 2.6 733 2,071
Manhattan.............. .. ..o 843 3.8 2,
Newton........oovuii i 732 4.0 516 2,789
OttAWER . . .ottt 548 2.8 349 1,799
PArBONS. . .o 694 2.9 310 2,065
Pittsburg............ ... . o 1,093 3.0 840 2,
Salina........oo 1,492 3.8 1,249 3,162
Topeka. ..o 4,274 3.9 3,743 3,437
Wichita.. ... ... .. . i 7,519 4.1 6,287 3,419
Totals. ... 30,525 | ......... 24,738 ...
Averageperstore................ oo, 3.3 ... 2,661

Source: 16th Census of the United States, 1940, Census of Business, Vol. 1, Retail Trade:
1939, Part 3, Table 17, pp. 645-8; and Table 16, pp. 519-20.
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TABLE 11

Wholesale Trade: 1939, Establishments, Sales, Personnel, and Pay Roll, State
of Kansas. Ellis County, Hays and all Citiex with More than 5,000 Popula-

65

tion

Average

1940 Number Sales sales per

State, County AND CITY. popula- of estab- | (add 00)) | establish-
tion. lishments. | (dollars). ment

(dollars).

e - (S e

Kansas................ e 1,801,028 3,130 427,651 83,363
Elliscounty. .................... ... . ... ... ,508 60 2,646 44,100
BB L et e 6,385 26 1,756 46,538
Remainder of county . . .. ... ... ... ... 11,123 34 890 26,176
Abilene. .......... ... PR, 5,671 18 953 52,044
Arkansas City. . ........ ... .. ... ...... ..... 12,7532 21 4,425 210,714
Atchison........ ... .. ... . ... . 12,648 30 4,722 157,400
Chanute, . ...... ..... . 10,142 26 1,113 42,808
Coffeyville........... ... 17,355 30 3.117 103,900
Concordia. . 6,255 26 1.963 75.500
Dodge City. 8,487 32 2,643 82.612
ElDorado....... ...... . ..... . T 10,045 28 1,305 16,607
Emporia. .... .. e . 13,188 32 3.233 101.031
Fort Scott........ - 10,557 32 1,521 47,531
Garden City 6,285 21 1,178 56,095
Great Bend. 9,044 25 1,540 ’ 61,600
Hutchinson. .. 30,013 93 23.109 248.484
Independence 11,565 37 2,802 | 75.730
Tola. . ... .. o 7,244 ¢ 21 2,236 1 106,176
Junetion City.......................... S 8.507 22 1.528 | 69.455
Kansas City..................vouiu.. .. .. ] 121,458 130 39,719 | 305.531
Lawrence............. ... i 14,390 37 2,679 | 72,424
Leavenworth.......... ... ... ............ 19,220 35 2,186 ;. 62,457
Manhattan.. ...... ... ... ... ... .... o 11,659 23 3.113 ' 135,348
McPherson. . .. .. e 7,194 36 2,066 57,389
Newton.............. D . 11,048 27 1,177 43,593
OttaWa. ...t 10,193 28 2.341 83,607
Parsons........ ... ... .. ....... ..... e 14,294 37 4,982 134,649
Pittsburg............. ... ... 17.571 51 6,935 135,980
Pra_t ............ e 6,591 23 1,159 50,391
Salina............ . ... o 21,073 89 18,396 206,697
Topeka........................ R 67,833 141 21,057 149,340
nghpgton .................................. 7.246 16 1,565 97.812
Wichita......... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .... 114,966 319 69,574 218,088
Winfield........... ... . 9.506 33 2,503 75.848
Average of all cities, excluding Hays... .. . .. .. ... | .. ... .. 7.640 155.918

5—4674
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TABLE II—CoNcLUDED
Active Average Average
proprietors| Number number T°"a{ls pay roll
StaTE, COUNTY aND CITY. per unin- of employees (p?i):,i '5’00) per
corporated| employees.| per estab- (:i llars) store
business. lishments. ollars, (dollars).
Kansas........................... 3,521 14,997 2.9 18,163 3.541
Elliscounty....................... 32 98 1.6 115 1,917
Hays..........cooiiiiiiiiin.. 1 13 71 2.7 85 3.269
Remainder of county...... R 19 27 .8 30 882
Abilene........... . ...l 12 47 2.6 37 2,056
Arkansas City..................... 19 211 10.0 270 12,857
Atchison......................... 26 267 8.9 357 11,900
Chanute..........c.c.oooeveveoo.... 19 67 2.6 88 3,385
Coffeyville........................ 24 175 5.8 186 6,200
Concordia. ..................... 13 97 3.7 125 4,808
Dodge City........ 21 132 4.1 156 4,875
El Dorado......... 21 73 2.6 86 3,071
Emporia........... 26 201 6.3 166 5,187
Fort Scott........................ 28 87 2.7 69 2,156
Garden City...................... 14 52 2.5 50 2,381
Great Bend......... .. ............ 18 83 3.3 104 4,160
Hutchinson....................... 57 607 6.5 767 8,247
Independence..................... 30 154 4.2 158 4,270
Tola. ... 35 80 3.8 79 3,762
Junction City.................. ... 15 75 3.4 86 3,909
Kansas City. ..................... 79 1,411 10.8 2,303 17,715
Lawrence......................... 32 19 5.3 185 .
Leavenworth...................... 25 114 3.3 149 4,257
Manhattan. ...................... 20 152 6.6 136 5,913
McPherson. ... .. e 19 89 2.5 79 2,194
Newton.......................... 19 53 2.0 43 1,593
Ottawa. ..ot 22 115 4.1 113 4,036
Parsons. ............ ..o 37 112 3.0 109 2,946
Pittsburg............ ... ... ... .. 46 266 5.2 319 6,255
ratt. .. ... 16 53 2.3 67 2,913
Salina.............. ... .. .. ... 47 796 8.9 1,036 11,640
Topeka................ ... ... .... 20 1,163 8.3 1,578 11,191
Wellington........................ 11 40 2.5 62 3.875
Wichita. ............... ... .. .. 174 2,991 9.4 4,489 14,072
Winfield. .......c.ooeiinina. 28 2.6 84 ,545
Average of all cities, exclud. Hays, 34 324 6.6 437 8,918
Source: 16th Census of the United States, 1940, Census of Business, Vol. II, Wholesale

Trade:

1939, Table 18, p. 970.
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TABLE 111
Service Establishments:* 1939, Number, Receipts, Personnel, and Pay Roll,

67

State of Kansas, Hays, and All Cities with Over 5,000 Population

State, CoutNTY AND CITY.

Kansas. ... .......oooiii

Abilene. ........... ... ... Lo Lo
Arkansas City............ ......... ... . .....
Atchison.............. e RN
Chanute.................. ....... ... ..
Coffeyville. . ................... ............
Concordig. ................. ... ... ...
Dodge City......... P
ElDorado.......................... ...

Great Bend..
Hutchinson. e
Independence.... ... ............. e
Iola............ B
Junetion City........... ... ... . ... ..
Kansas City.... .. ... ...... ... .........
Lawrence........ ....... ... .. ... ... ... ...
Leavenworth. .. ......... ... .........
Manhattan.. .. e
McPherson.... . ...... ... ... .

Average of all these cities, excluding Hays. . .

Average
Number | Receipts receipts Active
of estab- | (add 000) | per estab- | proprie-
lishments. | (dollars). | lishments tors.
(dollars).

10,047 30,397 3,025 10.333
77 212 2,753 77
43 157 3,651 44
34 55 1,618 33
60 158 2,633 62

107 320 2,991 108
102 314 3,078 115
72 240 3.333
117 367 3,137 117
50 122 2,440 60
67 332 4,955 75
85 310 3,647 95
119 494 4,151 133
95 323 3,400 96
50 218 4,360 48
81 376 4,644 90
246 1,129 4,589 253
89 291 3,270 95
55 161 2,927 58
57 244 4,281 58
602 2.760 4,585 623
103 467 4,534 112
110 470 4,273 112
101 452 4,475 102
66 217 3,288 71
80 277 3.462 94
84 264 3,143 86
85 362 1,259 88
146 578 3,059 154
62 243 3,919 62
200 857 4,285 214
462 2,269 4,911 459
29 107 3,690 31
886 4,704 5,309 900
82 252 3,073 86
147 634 4,312 153
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TABLE III—ConcLubED

Average Total Average
Number number > roll pay roll
STATE, CoUNTY AND CITY. o employees (p;(_\i 000) per

employees.| per estab- (!:i llars) store

lishment. OHRIS)- | (dollars).

Kansas. .. ......... . ... ... .. ... . ... ... 10,191 1.0 6.990 696
Elliscounty............. ... ....... . 534 0.7 32 416
BYB. oo e 45 1.0 28 651
Remainder of county. ........................ 6 0.2 4 118
Abilene. . ... ... .. .. o0 Lo 50 0.8 33 550
Arkansas City . S 101 0.9 70 654
Atchison. .. . .. 102 1.0 67 651
Chanute.............................. P 72 1.0 43 597
Coffeyville................. . .. ... .. ... ... 135 1.2 92 795
Concordig............. il 48 0.96 29 580
Dodge City................ e R 118 1.7 73 1,090
ElDorado.................. F 110 1.3 68 800
Emporia. ............... . S 194 1.6 118 992
Fort Scott............. .. .. ... ... . . ... 130 1.4 74 779
Garden City................. ... ... . ... 73 1.5 34 1,080
Great Bend..................... e 106 1.4 85 1.049
- Hutchinson........ ... ... ... .. e 503 2.0 316 1,285
Independence.......... ... . T 112 1.3 76 854
Tola. . ........ ... ..o ... e 40 0.7 25 455
Junetion City................. .. ...... L 89 1.5 58 1.018
Kansas City........ F 828 1.4 750 1,246
Lawrence. . ........ O 225 2.1 141 1.369
Leavenworth. ... .. B 208 1.9 142 1.291
Manhattan............... ... ... .. ... 171 1.7 114 1.129
McPherson......... ..... ... .. 82 1.2 51 773
Newton................. 108 1.4 G0 750
Ottawa. . .............. .. ... 91 1.0 Al 607
Parsons............... ... ... .. ... 125 1.5 81 953
Pittsburg............. . ... ... ... 193 1.3 139 952
Pratt................ 78 1.3 51 823
Salina 295 2.9 217 1,085
Topeka. . .. 919 1.9 705 1.526
Wellington . . . . . . 42 1.4 25 852
Wichita........................ 2.214 2.5 1.612 1,819

Winfield............ ... . i : 95 1.1 66

Average of all these cities, excluding Hays. ... 244 1.7 177 1,204

* These include: Barber and beauty shops, laundries and dry cleaning establishments, shoe
repairing, photographic studios, warehouses, automotive repairs and services, electrical ap-
pliance repairing, advertising agencies, and other establishments.

Source: 16th Census of the United States, 1940, Census of Business, 'Vol. III, Service
Establishments, 1939, Table II, pp. 211-212, and Places of Amusement, Hotels, Tourist Courts

and Tourist Camps, 1939.
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TABLE IV

Farms: Value of Land, Buildings, and Implements by Ownership Status of
Operator, 1940, 1935, State of Kansas, and Ellis County

ITEMS. County. State.

Value of farms (land and buildings): A

Full owners, dollars—
,213,018 | 383,542,350
937,418 | 428,095,986

4

4

4,080,212 | 461,748,643

4,484,595 | 455,050,102

2,807,000 | 243,646,890

2,083,113 | 218,101,753
451,220 18,033,933
426,930 20,130,135

3,568,952 | 858,062,538

3,692,195 | 575,383,205

Part owners, dollars—

Portion owned
Portion rented from othei

Value of impl ts and hinery, 1940:
Full owners:

Farms reporting............... T R IS VI 410 |. 43,683

e X X B g o' A8 ke - B s 4 e o (50 S P 325,130 28,207,073

Part Igwnel’l: 2, 5 22 008
SR | SR S I R S v

ORI I ot DY A 5 Hyatc 1 o byl Vo 9% o' g bt s N R« 4 oo sHET AT 378,031 40,487,532

W Fsrn: rtin, 5 547

S EanGrinEL o, 0L L B Rl 0 L e

.......................................... 32,312 821,845

= b;‘nnnta: i 382 61,870
RN YRR RN« axe © o/ o¥oin/o/a & nd 5 04 o 4 0's Blate ofe)d kol et T e 3 3

L T O TP 1] . AR 259,213 45,746,236

Source: 16th Census of the United States, 1840: Agriculture, First and Second Series,
Vol. 1, Part 2, Kansas, 1940, Table 2, pp. 728-80.
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APPENDIX C

SUPPLEMENTARY CLIMATIC NOTES FOR KANSAS

Kansas is located approximately in the geographic center of the United
States. The elevation decreases gradually from about 4,000 feet above sex
level in Sherman and Wallace counties, near the Colorado line, eastward
and southward to about 750 feet in the extreme southeastern counties. The
terrain over the north-central and western parts of the state is gently roll-
ing. In the central and southern counties the land is quite level. Eastern
Kansas is more hilly, but only along the streams are there any sharp eleva-
vations.

Drainage is provided by two main river systems, the Kansas and its trib-
utaries in the northern half, and the Arkansas and a large tributary, the Neo-
sho, in the southern half. There are fringes of timber along the streams in
eastern Kansas but in the short-grass country of the west few trees are seen.

The variety in the weather is invigorating and also makes possible a great
range of crop production. Summer afternoons are often uncomfortably warm,
but the long evenings provide relaxation. During Indian summer, a period
of the weather frequently occurring in the latter part of September and in
October, rainfall is usually light, sunshine abundant, mornings rather frosty,
and aftcrnoons warm. The winter season is frequently mild, with stock
ranging in the open much of the time. though extremely low temperatures
occur sometimes.

The average annual temperature is 55° F., ranging from 58° in the south-
east to 52° in the northwest. The ecxtreme annual range is normally about
125°.

The normal growing season varies from nearly 200 days in the southeastern
counties to 160 days in the northwest. Killing frosts have been recorded in
the southeast as late as May 9 and in the northwest as late as May 27. In
Ellis county the average growing season is 168 days with the average date for
the latest killing frost April 29 and the earliest October 14. Temperatures of
32° F. or lower have occurred in the fall as early as the middle of September
in western Kansas and in the latter part of that month in the southeast.
Farming operations generally begin in south-central counties first, then
gradually get started in the eastern and north-central counties, and finally
begin in the extreme northwest about three weeks later.

The countics in the southeast normally receive a little over 40 inches of
precipitation annually and there is a gradual decrease in amount across the
state to the middle counties of the western third. where the average is only
15 inches a year. The average precipitation for the eastern third is 34.76, the
middle, 2605, and the western third, 18.81 inches. Precipitation in Ellis county
averages 22.74 inches.

After January, the month of least precipitation, there is a gradual increase
until June, the wettest month. In the eastern half of the state there is usually
a noticeable decline in precipitation in the latter part of July, with an increase
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again in early August. The wettest month in Ellis county is June with 2.80
inches. April, May, June, July and August all average between 2 and 3 inches,

In winter most of the precipitation is rather light, but in summer 24-hour
falls of 5 to 10 inches have been recorded in all sections of Kansas. Although
there are many more light than heavy rains, the greatest amount of rain
comes in amounts of half an inch or more. About 70 percent of the total
precipitation falls in the warm season and thus supplies the demands of
growing crops. Two inches or more of rainfall in 24 hours have been recorded
much more frequently in eastern Kansas than in the western part.

The average annual number of days with 0.01 inch or more of precipitation
is 68. The average number of clear days is 186, partly cloudy 100, and
cloudy 79.

The average annual snowfall ranges from approximately 12 inches in the
southeastern counties to 25 inches in the northwestern part of the state.
January and February are the months of heaviest snow in eastern Kansas and
February and March in the western half. While a snow cover does not
usually remain very long, there have been winters when the ground was
blanketed for several weeks consecutively.

The prevailing wind movement is from the south except in the winter, when
northerly winds are more frequent. Wind movement is higher in the western
part of the state than in the east and is of greater velocity in the afternoon
than at other times of the day.

Tornadoes have occurred in all months of the year except January and
December. Normally May and June each have a much greater number than
any other month, while about twice as many occur in eastern as in western
counties.

Sources: From 1941 Yearbook of Agriculture, Climate and Man, pp. 882-3. United
States Department of Agriculture,

>
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