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CLARE1'K!E ANDERSO I (Interviewed by s.J. Sackett) 

1- 8 Introduction 
9- 72 Ole Oleson' s Straw Hat 

73-103 A Fishing story 
104-1.L.O Oley ' s Dirty Story 
1.L.1-159 Grasshoppers 
160-237 Swede ' s Stone 
238-286 Walki ng to Dodge 
287-344 Celebrating the end of the Drouth 
345-366 Speaking of Languages 
367-L.81 A Fi shing Story (and its impl ications) 
482-532 A Baker ' s Dozen of Geese 
533-568 Oley and Paul Bunyan Compare Chewing Tobacco 
569-586 Coffee Break 
587-606 Conversation 
607-654 Oley 's !{isdom Tooth 
655-740 The Start of t he Dust Storms 
741-776 A Fish.tng Story 
777- 796 Another Fishing :itory 
797-855 The "Corn" l<'ence 
856-903 "Yale" 
904-947 Concluding Remarks 
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Interview ~ith Clarence Anderson. Story teller with lots of tales. 
Tells how father helped build Union Pacific railroad and grasshopper 
stories. Stories how he tricked his ftiend 011. 

Clarence 
at Telas 
places. 
and also 

Anderson continues ~ith his stories. Tells of his stories 
and Oklahoma. Went fishing there also. Worked different 
He sold John Deere in Ness City and lived high for a while 
lived at Hill City. 

Interview continues- tape st1rted, a few sentences, but no more 
sound. 
He continues with his story telling about his friend. 
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We l l, I ' l l t ell you about my Ollie when he went to St . Lou is . 

You see , Ollie is an awful n ice fe llow. He ' s a moat wonderful hired 

man, but he ' s got one fault; he 's a democra t. He t hinks I'm an 

a wful nice fellow, but I'v e got one f a ult ; I'm a r epublican. That ' s 

worse . 

Wel l , I tried to r eform h im last time Truman Orlan~n r an f or 

e l ection . I t r ied , cut y ou know ..,,he. t happened . But you ou5ht a seen 

Ollie strut . I asked Ol lie . "What ' s the mat t er with you , Ollie?" 

"The usua l good , 11 . he said. "Everyone fee l s good s i n ce Truman 

got e lected. I t hink that Ya ckson feels good he cou l d yump over the 

Mississippi River i n one yump." 

"Well ," I said , "who ' s t his i-~r . Yackson anyway?" 

"ob , he ' s my old mule , wl years old." 

"Well ," h e s e:.i d , "why d on 1 t you and Oll i e yump . I hope he 

yumps far enough out to dro,..m both of you. 11 

Well, I went away to St . Louis . I t tickled me thoush , the mul e 

didn ' t even try to yump . Oh no , he d idn ' t even try. 

Ollie said , 110h , I got to ha v e a runn ing head s tart ." 

So I went back a l ittle ways , g ive the signa l - -notb i n do i n--he 

kept going back and he got c lea r back to Independence , 1-Jis s ouri. 

Be fore t ha t mule- - and stil l that mule didn ' t show his inclina tion to 

yump the ~~ississippi River , but Harry Truman sau that mu l e a.nd Oll i e . 

He went out a nd h e whi spered in t hat mu l es ea r , I woul d l ike t o tell 

you what it was bat i t 's a milita r y secre t . But it must have been 

pretty potent , because tha t mul ey f lopped h is ear s a l ittle bit and 



away h e went . Next t ime wh en he hit Muddy , Ollie and he yumped over 

t he ~i s s issippi River. 

Now what did Harry tell that mu l e '? That ' s what I l ike to know. 

I don ' t--you think you could make a suess a t t hat'? 

guess a nd only one boy ever made the ri3ht answer . 

I ' v e a lot o f the 

A l ittle boy in 

McPherson. What did Harry t ell tha t mule? Well , time ' s still up . 

Well , the little boy sa id he must have told him to go where tI'-e river 

wasn ' t so wi d.e . He went up the Ifis s issi pp i --h e tol d him t o s o to 

1-:i nnesota where the r i ver comes out of--where it i s j ust a spring 

coming out of Lake I tas ca . And there t he mule could actuall y yump 

ove r the Mi ssissippe Rive r . 



You see , Ollie , you sayin h e c ome from t he old co~ntry a nd one day 

he sai d t o me ; "I sure like Western Kansas , be ca u se everyt hing so "cig 

out here . I feel kind o f b i g mysel f . 11 

I been noticin tha t , Ol lie . You know , Ollie , I t hink you got a 

touch of t he big head. That a in ' t so good . 

"Oh , no , I only wanted to d o s omet hing , t he b i ggest i n the ,·10rl d . 

You :{DOW. ti 

"Yea . 11 Well , now I kno.-r you got it . 

You know , l ast year I tried--a.nd I p l anted a thousand e.cres of 

whea t . Do you know whLt I g ot '2 Nothin but straw. I t ' s risky Ollie . 
11\Vel l, l e t ' s make the biggest straw p ile in the world , 11 h e says . 

Don ' t call i t a p i le , but I ' ll t ell you what we ' ll d o if you ' ll 

stack it . We ' 1 1 make the b i gge s t strm·1 stc=.ck i n the worl d . But you 

got t o s t ay up t here . Don ' t you c ome do,m till y ou ' r e f i nished . 

~e sta rted t o t h r ash out wes t o f t he house t here . We thrashed and 

1·rn t h r ashed wl:i l e 0 7 lie stayed up tr.ere . One day he come d own. I 

says , 110llie , don ' t you l ike it up t her e ? " 

"Oh , 11 he said , " I ' v e got to come dovm ar..d g e t some a ir. 11 

We l l , I knew it was pr etty high , but I d i dn ' t hardl y t h ink the a i r 

was setting thi n up there . But you kn ow , I n oticed t her e was frost on 

his shoul c.er . It was col d up there too, you k;:io~, . Air on his s h ou l ders , 

you !mow. That --well , we we.s faJ'.ous . Ever ybody coul d con e to see t he 

bi33es ~ straw s t ack i n the ',:orld . They tro::ip ins on my garden , my fenc es 

and oh my goodness , and be sides I d i d . 



He s a id , "Ollie , I told y ou I v:ould get us in troul:le . 11 

'Now, 11 I said , 11haven ' t got no p l a ce to Tha t b l oomin stack 

t ake s up the whol e farm . Peo_p l e a r e just t rompi n over my ga r den and my 

fences . Wha t ' ll we do? " 
11 Wel l , I t h i nk o f somethin6 • lt!e was a i m t o h 2.ve t he b i ggest straw 

s t a ck i n t he worl d . 11 

Well , he come h o:ne f r ::im t own one day an d he sa i d , "Andy , I wan t to 

buy me a hat and they don ' t have one t o fi t me ." 

"Oh I know-- I k.11.ow t hat . 11 

" Wh 'r , my head wasn ' t too b i g , 11 h e said , 11the hat was t oo small. 11 

He said , 11 Can I make my ow!l ha t ? 11 

"Sure , what do you Hant t o use ? " 
110h , ca n I make it ou t of t ha t stra w? 11 he s a ys . 
11Yea . " 

" Can I use a l l I wa!lt ? 11 

11 Sure Oll i e , :plenty strav.- . Take what you want . 11 

Well , he went out there t hat ::iornins , you k.now toward eveni ng. You 

_mow h ow a c loud up . 

Oh boy ! Oh boy ! I t hought . We ' d hav e one o f those 3u l ly washe r s , 

torrent s , da r k clouds . But y ou know , when I l o olced c lose r , it wasn ' t 

cloudy . I t ,-m s Oll ie and h is b i g hat c omi n i n f r•om t h e west . Oh my , 

he had a h a t l 

I s a id , "Ollie , well- - h ow much straw did you use ?" 

"Well , 11 h e sa i d , 11 You s a id I cou l d u s e a ll o f it , a ll I want ed--I 

used a ll of it . 11 

Oh , what a hat ! 



·1e11 , now we got rid o f t he s t raw s tack , but now what wi l l we d o 

wit h t he hat ? We not n o better o f f , Oll ie . 

But t hen I happened to think. 'bllie , 11 I says , "qui ck , you go 

down t hat r avin e you see ove r north of the t r ack and I got a b i g l ong 

d r aw that s oe s out i n the pastur e . There , I says , when you hear !:!le 

whistl e real l oud , y ou set do1·m risht qui ck a nd t r.en come to t he house . 11 

You know, Ollie we!lt d o\·m t here and I 3ave 11wh~st . 11 I can I t whistle 

where I got my f a l s i es . 

The I-~is s ou r i Pa ci f ic ev en t ook off t hei r s t e e.mers , y ou know , and 

put on t hem other ones . Cause I us ed ',vhistl e s o bad . Eut a ny1•.ray , I 

cou l d 1:rl:istl e in t h ose days a nd he s +,op;ied . He set dovm and come t o the 

house . Ollie never mew what become o f that hat . Ca.use one r:..m o f t h e 

hat ca ugbt on h i l l way ove r there and t he other one ·way over this way . 

'.'!ell , f or sev er a l year s , y ou know t he drought in the 30 1 s . Why 

t he catt l e r oamed under t he shade o f that hat and it was nice g r azing 

and cool ther e . Fi nal ly , you lrnoH , e ven the grass g ot scarce the :r>e and 

then t he ca ttl e began to nibbl e on that hat . Well h e --and i t took them 

thr ee more y ears to eat that hat u p . So I' m s or r y I ca n ' t s b.0 1-.1 you 

the hat . 



You see Ollie c ome a l ways . He ,a s a wonde r fu l fisherman , and he 

sur e coul d br i ng heme t .. e whoppe r of a ~i g fish . Ee said , "Ollie , how 

do you do i t? " 

I sG..ys , " I can 1 t ge t a big one . 11 

"Well ," he say s , "you ge t t he l i tt l e fj_sh first nd use i t ""or 

the bait . You ca tch a bi- ger one , t hen you us e tha t one f or a ba it 

and ca t ch a i g e r one . You dot a t pl en t y t i me s you bri ng borne the 

b i g f ish . 

"Yea . 11 ha t ' s t heory Ol l i e , " I says , "but w 11 it wo r k? " 

"Why sure ." So e went-- -ou know he t ooi: a t e le cope , or a b i g 

magn if i v 5lass with h .• 

"What y ou have that f or?" 
II t ol d you we got t o s t a rt wi t _ t he ~i g f_sh . T _at ' s t e ,a in 

t h1' .,,, ,... II .., _ .1.-0 • 

ell, you k .. 11.o v.r he used t ha t ma nif y ' n 6 gl ass . He said 11 1 want a 

mosquito liver . That what I sta rt wi t h ." And he got a r'.'.osq_u.:. to 

live ::· • . And h e had t h". t magni f ying ~l ass in t he grass t here and he f i na lly 

found _i m one . And sure enou he caught a fish ; ut i t was so sma ll 

he c ou l dn 't see i t with a naked ey e . He had t o use that magn fying 

:;l add to see it w t n . Put f r om t' en on t r.ey ot igger and big- e r , and 

big er and b i g ; er . 

Well , I ' ll admit there ' s vust one t roubl e w en I te l l a f ish 

s tory . I ' m liable t o exa ~; e rat e . So in or de r to f oresta l l that , I ' m 

not go in to t e ll you how i t ha t l a st fi sh wa s . Oh no ! But I can 

g i ve you a t i p . ,fuen he pull ed t ha t l a t f ish out o~ t _e pond , the 



water r eceded some thins terrib l e . But he 3ot that fish , not me . So. 

the next day wit hout- -it wasn ' t very n i ce of me , but without getti ng 

per mi s sion f r om Ol l ie I --,-,ha t do you ca ll i t , purl oined his f lshing 

tackle and s o on. And even t hat magni fying gl a s s , t ha t powerful one . 

Oh boy ! Now I went do11m t o look for mosquito livers . But you know, I 

not so s~art , I looked in t he wrong window of the bloomin old t h ing . 

Ma.de things sma l ler inst ead of b i gger . I coul dn ' t see n o ~osquitoes 

or no t h in. But f i nally I saw an A."'1.6us bull with my brand on i t . Oh 

boy it made me mad. I said , "Oll ie ," I told afte rwards , "Ollie , 11 I 

says , 11that bull I pa i d $750 f o1.., it , h e had shr unk till he wasn 't any 

b i g5er than a gr as shopp er. 11 I cou l d s ee i t . That ' s a ll he was good. 

for . And you know, it made me so mad I t hrowed a hook into him a nd 

I throwed him i nto that pond . You know, when he l anded ; you on l y got 

one fish ; but when he l anded he splashed out so much water t here were 

seventeen bullhee.ds on the bank. Now Ollie , don ' t you think tr.at wa s 

a fish . 

Ollie shook h i s head a nd sa i d , "No , I think that be€n a lot of 

bull." 



_ot see Ollie -- I 1 ke Ollie . Hav i ng im a r ound . It's ood for 

e . e has sue a o -ial l a u ·ht er . I t .akes you ~ee l 0 0 0 d . ou n oH, 

ou 're a l :Ltt l e cl ue sor.ie t. i es . __ o·..;. ea r Oll i e 1 s j ov i a l l a ght e r nd 

:t us t makes you f ee l ood . t one day hews out at the .r n a d 

he -,a l a u~h n.__, . I ca l l i t Ri .l d l a u hter . I never sa1 or _ea rd 

anyt _in l_ke t at s o he sa id "Ol lie , w~at ' s the matter , you s · ck '? 11 

Oh no ; I t old _i m a fu~m · story ; lo t s funn · er t ' _an y o r s t or , an ' _e 

r eal l y l au~ ed . 

11 0h , 11 1e sa i d , 11 011 e , te 11 it t o II 

11 •1ell , cy you II h . d 11 t ' , no•: , _ e sa1 , ni s t or - ' s a li t t le o_ r ty ." 

~· e l l Le l e.u .e - and l augr.ed . "Ollie , 11 I s ay s , "te l l i t to me 

II an.,r \a~r . 

11 h no ," he say s , 11y cu n ever t old a d irty stor~ . 

t at . 11 And be didn ' t tel l i t . 

I won ' t do 

' 'e l l , Ollie , II I says , "ca n ' t you cl ea· i t u _itt l e it 

t_ ien t e l l it to me? 11 

"What ~ro . mean ; c l ean i t up ? " 

"Well use a l i tt l e l ye s oap on .... 1 1 e m - uife oes on y d i rt _ \., 

clothe and t he _ t ell i t . 11 

"o II e says , 11 you don ' t unde r sta d . This stor y 

de l ca t e . I t won ' t even sta1d l u _." 

11 ell , 11 I say s , "Ol l i e , a s i t ro __ ' t s t a n ux t r-ere 1 s onlr o~e 

tb i · .g 'WE; C c .. n do . ·le ' 1 1 hare t o send i t t o t e dr c l eaners ." So I 

t o l d Him to go t ot e hou se and ox · t up . 

and he come s out wit h a long a rro , box . 

e he co e s t o the ous e 



I says , "Oll ie , I can ee r i h t a1·.'a t e ·e ' s s ome mis t ake . You 

t ol d me that story ' s funn:r . 0 , i t 

it 's t oo lon q . It should be shor t . 

s re is . I can see r i- it away 

It's lots vider than it 1 s long . 

Well , i f it s wide and lon , ho-, t ick i s it? 

"Da:nn near a s tick as your head , 11 h e says . 

Well , we sent it off , you ~-ow, and re s ot it a ck a fed da s 

l a ter . ou ](,nm-, , to b e r ea l ca r eful , we ·1ent in on t e d ining room 

t abl e a nd uncove r ed ·t and u f ol edit . 

in that s tory when we had it back? Guess l 

ow , yo u kno •: w at ·.re found 

lell , ·hen t .ey dr 

cleane rs had t a en out the s ;>:ut and dirt out of Ol_ie' s story , t .ere 

msn' a t li ng l eft . _Jot even "On c e upon a t me . 11 



_ou se e , Ollie , he i s f r o t e old count r . He don 't q i t e unde r -

stand t .i n3s i n test ern Kansas . I t hi .k he l a yed a pr et t y d i rty t r ick 

on t he gr as shopper s . Aft er all , t e gr a s shoppers wa s here long efore 

he was he _ e . :2ven before my r andpa wa s here ; and my r and pa we. here 

el ped bu i l t _e Un i on Pa cif i c out he r e a t 

lli s and--Oh I can t ell ou some stor· e s a ' out t a t . 

p l ayed a dirty trick on them . 

t , an 1a~ , e 

You see , you kno 1 ho ·1 t e gr a s s opper s are , t ev a ful bad a o t 

t a d the wheat- - t e young 1·rhea t comi n up . And t e o l ike t t 

youn wheat c omin up . a·1d so he f illed up t .e dr ill boxe a nd t he drill 

and e wen t out . Well , it loo_ ed 1 1 e he ras drill ' n 1 eat t o bea t 

the and a ll ove r the f i e l d a nd t heed e s you .no v. But 1 s ten , h e 

shut t ie me clanism so . e wa sn 't putting w e · t in t he 3round . Oh nol 

But h e made t e furrows and ever t n3 a t d ·!Q l dn ' t OU kn ov , t .e 

r a sshopper s ca me from eve r ywhe re , t h e nei hbor s and eve_, where . T ey 

sa t t .ere w t i n or t ha t rh ea t t o come up · t il t he~- sta rved to de ... 
L - • 



I t old a s tory when I was in Okle.homa--Texas one tine and that ' s 

t he only ti!!le I ev e r d 0 n e a?J.y c ood ,.; :..t l ":.'cY s tories , I be l ieve . Any way 

her mothe r said I saved h e r de.ughte r s life . I t e ll you hoH it happened. 

You see I was --:ni 3l:t s ay I was a sol d i e r of fortune , about nineteen 

years old . A...-r1d i t was during t he d irty--oh not t h e c.irty 30 ' s , the 

Uncle Sam didn ' t h e l p us out in those days . And i f you had ~oney i n the 

bank you couldn 1t get it out . But I wasn ' t emb&.rras s ed ':!ith the.t be ca use 

I didn ' t r.e.v e a ny . There I wa s in Texas and Ok l aboma . I was- - I sold 

spark p lug s and one t l-:~_ng or anot her for a f a.ctory ':le had in Li ndsborg . 

One day I was dovm in Texas and I run ou t o f money . I got a j ob , 

but I had to 1·1ai t a week before it to come up and so I-- i t was t he f irs t 

time in my life I had weeks time f or nothin but play . First time and t he 

l ast time . In other words , I was a .sentleman of leisur e . A f a rr.ie r --I- -

the hot e l was a dolla r a nd a ha lf and I jus t had one d olla r and a half 

left , so I went to t h i s far mer a nd I made a deal 1-:ith l:im. .And I stayed 

the re a week , until t h is time come up . Well , he happened to have a 

da.ught e r and of cou r se , I - I had to amuse h e r a litt l e bit ; but I wa s 

r eally bashful in those days . You wou ldn ' t believe t bat but I was . Very 

much so . So I got a n e i ghbor--he was a r.other boy by t he nar.2e of Ge ne 

Be eson . to come ove r and we p l ayed ca rds toge t her an6. we--c:.nd. v ::.rious thin.:;s 

a nd had a lot of f1..u1 , an d we went ou t and to,.-,ed fo r oyster s in t he bay 

and t hen we had oyster fry s . And t his g irl , could she fry oysters , and her 

mother , oh my , they was t h e best oysters I e ver -ate in my l i f e . You s ee , 

they had be 1_n sev en ye a rs o f drought a~d t herefore t h ey oysters was fat. 

And t h i s Y~~r it r ained a lot so t r.e fresh wat er came in to f ~tten t hem. 

Just cou ldn ' t be better and t tey ·wa.s just about t he r ight size . We got a 



boa t load and we buried t hem in t he sa nd. l:fell , one nisht , of course , they 

3oes to show me a good time s o they t ook me out f ish i ng and woul dn ' t 7ou 

!mow, U:e f i sh jumped i nto t he boa t . They d i d . Of cours e it vras a r eal 

dar k night and th is young l ady was very good l ookin3 . She sa.t by side of 

of me and t his ot her Gene Beeson , be t·:as very quiet sor t o f fe l l ow. Ee 

gu i de6. t he boa t . Well, I ' ll t ell you ho\'i s5mp l e it was . It- - 8.ctually it 

wasn I t be.ca use t he l ady was so good looking , lt was because v:e f ll'ight ened 

t he f i sh with a lant er n . I f we had a flashl i ght I t r;ink we .::,ot a boa t load 

of fish . Yousee , we coul d control the beam. But our boa t was a little 

too h i gh . Somet i:--e s eight or t en fish woul d hit that boat a t one time 

and we wou l dn 't get cne o f t hem . Then one or t wo woul d get over t l:e c oat 

a nd t hen we wou l d ca tch one or t wo . Oh, it was fun . But t hey 're noth i ng 

but mollet, so bony t hat we d i dn ' t eve n eat t hem. J ust fun to ca tch t hem . 

So tha t was true. I told t hat story , h ow it happened and t hey thi nlrn it 

just a fi sh story , but tha t wa s t rue . Ask anybody in Texas i f mallet 

won 't go jumping away from t he bank on a dar l( night . If your l::oat ha ppen s 

to be t her e t ' .ey l a nd i nto the boa t . That ' s t he i dea. I saw t h@.t story 

i n Texa s . One day it hap _ ened in Austr a l i a . They didn ' t believe j_t ; 

molle t will do t hat t he world ove r . Well , anyway , aft e r about t he t h ird 

day t here , t he Mos es , t hey were English people see , saying , " Cla r ence , 

I'm sur e g l ad you come here . You know you sa ved our daught e r s l i fe ." 

"Well ," I said , "What do you mean? You mean f r om drowning ? " 

"Oh , wor se than drowning ." She said , "Goodness , I didn ' t know she 

was in danger . 11 "vr.na t do you mean ? " 

"Well , d idn't you see something strange abou t our daught e r when you 

firs t come ?" 

"Well , " I s a.i d , "u ·,ought she was k i nd of E!Ui et , d i dn ' t say much ; but 

t hat didn 't bot her me , I was do i ns most of the talking a nd she - - but I 



noticed now , she just tal ks to bea t t he band . 

"Yes , t hat ' s it , 11 she said. A year ago she was nor mal. Gonna ge t 

married . Just t a l ked and visited , cut her fiance dropped dead . And she 

took it so hard she c oul dn ' t cry . She just k ind - of--her nerves ; for a yea r 

sr.e ' s n ever spoke :bard l y a word and never l aughed . For a year . And we 

sent her --we s pent money on the psych iatris ts , 1·:e s ent her to Galveston. 

We tried to send h e r to school and we gave up . We just gav e up ; sr..e come 

h ome . A..r1d she sa.id you ha.ve cur ed her in thr ee da ys by just your funny 

stories . Said you 1 d make any fool--a nyone l augh. She said keep up the 

good wor k . But funny par t , tha t ' s only part of the story. Now listen , 

tha t was in the f a ll o f the yea r . 

Now I 6ot my job a nd I l ived over t her e . In the spr ing of the year 

I went to 2-a lveston . T:tis was 1909 about; I guess , it was during the 

Roos ev e lt-- i t ,vc.s apparent tr.ey had a bank sr.ut- d own. Nobody could get a 

~ob , but I managed to l and a. job at tl~e Galveston Wa t er Company . Well , 

at night I ·wal ked t he str eet s . I put on my g ood clothes and wall{ed the 

streets , just up a nd d own , just to s ee sor.:e t hing . I t was fun and you 

know it was in tous h times . You know , even J e,-rn went bankrupt . Yes , 

and t l:ey ,-1as sell out of J ew Killer-- j ewe lry stor e . Well , I stood t here 

and \·ratched them thing s sel l awful cheap a n d finally I couldn ' t lrnep my 

mou t h sr.ut . I b id 75r/, on a set of soup spoons . I t houg:bt I wou l d s end 

them home to 'f!:!y mother just f or fu_r1 . Eeventy- f i"ve c ents . When I ca lled 

out 75¢ , somebody h olle r ed my nmr.e in that audience and , An derson , don ' t 

5..:; away , don I t g o a 't1ay . I stood there e.nd l ooked and l ooked and l ooked 

and I s a.id--a nd f~nal ly i t corr:e ti ,.rough that c rows was Gene Beeson. 

I said , "Gene , ho~-1 you see me in this crov1d? 11 

See y ou? I didn ' t see you. I just l:ea.rd you s a y 75</, and. I know 



that was you . But , you l,:now, str an6e a.s tha t was , I recognized him on 

t wo words too . Ri3ht d.m·m a t Ness City . He \·las fe.rming out here then 

and I had- - I bought t he firs t Inte rna tional sold out a.t Ness Ci ty . You 

wil l not believ e or t hink - -it was n i neteen- e r --about sixteen and I had 

t r oubl e with t he thing. I t got hot and I had the r a.d i e.tor d oi,m there 

c l eaned out . A..rid t he fellow na.med Nil es when John Deere peop l e hav e 

t heir i mplement business . We was in t here wor king on the.t thing a.nd 

somebody ca lled him Gen e . And witlcou.t even looking a t him , I s a i d , "I 

used to 1rn ow a 5uy bYJ. t hat na;.,,s in Texc?. s . 11 I said "Gene What . 11 r1ow t hat 

"wJ:;..at II was just exa ctly what I r e cognized . He had a soutr_er n ldr..da 

Gene What . 

I se.id Gene Beeson. P-e jumped up , l a u ghed t o me and shook hands and 

Anderson, he said, my I ' m g lad to meet you. , he says , You k'•-_ow, he says , 

I married that girl. I s ays--I says , how i s she? 

Oh , fine , fine , wonderful . We just t hink a lot of you . Says , well 

you t ake dinner with us some day . I just--I ' m livin g in a , you know, 

littl e house . I'M r ooming mn one of t ? ese e!Ilpty buildinss you lmow. 

Ain ' t very 5 00d , but--oh yea I said , I ' m a hung r y old baet ard . I'm 

always wanti11:; so:nething to ea t . ·when I said "bastard , 11 I thm:.;ht h e 

l ooked at me kind of funny , cut we went out and put t be r adi ator on . This 

was Saturday e.fternoon and I hir ed h i m t o hel p me Monda.y , t hen I was ;:;oin 

to g ive him a day . That wa.e b ig money . I had t r outl e Hith that trucker 

and I wanted a fe w days to e;et it going . He was kind o f an electrician, 

you know . Well , r:.'e wor ked on it there Sa tur day ::. fternoon ; then Sunday 

I pai d h:'. m off and Su..-riday--Monda y I v:a.s cor:1 i n3 down to get him , 

you know , I went do1tm to get him, 1.:onday -:nornL!g , Him and bis ,.,;ife had 

l eft tow:r.. . Yes sir , I just - - you see , I was li vin5 like , ~rou 1;2i,sht say a 



tin h orn mi llionnair e . I had a n ice car and I had-- I had ':!hat you c a l l 

a n umber , well , it ' s a first-- i t '\•1as even tbe f irst c ombi ne t hat sol d out 

at Ness Cit y , too , a No . t wo . I had a combi ne , t rucker , another tru ck; 

I had t wo tru cks , a ca r and e -~er yt h ing e l se and I gues s he didn 't have 

much . He j u s t figur ed--be ing a bache lor-- I guess he fisured I woul d 

svr i pe h i s wife . That ' s t he only thi ns the,t I can fisur e out . I never 

got to meet her . 



You see , dturing t he dirty 30 ' s , you know, I was boss , but you know, 

my hired man 1vas. a funny--pret ty soon had no money . So we r eversed 

thing s ; he was bo s s a.nd I ·.-,as t he hir ed man without any worry a.t a ll . 

And all I had to do was get my mon§:y Sa turday n ight and go to tovm and 

have a good t ime . 

Well , 0hen t his s tory s tart s , Ole had gone broke and I had to be 

boss . Well , of cour se , I had certa i n author i t ies and I tol d Ole , "you 

pa i nt the.t ba r n . It needs 1 t bad , i t ' s i n e.wful bad she.pe ." 

So I got the pai nt and the l a.dders ready . He was r e luctant to go 

to work . You know, he- -he 1.1anted to go duck hunting . I t was i n t he 

f a ll of the year a nd you c oul d hear t he geese honking t heir wa y sout h -

ward , a nd my wi fe say he wa nted to 30 duck hunting and I d i dn ' t want 

h im to go . She sa i d , "why don ' t you let Ole go ; maybe he ccm get me a 

goose or two i n stead of those l itt l e ducks y ou bring me ." 

t hat . 

"Well , 11 Ole sa id , "how many geese do yo'J. want? " 

"Oh," Ellen sa id , 11g i ve me a bakers dozen ." 
-

11 Tha t been a lot of gee se ," h e sa id . He didn ' t say he coul d do 

"Wel l," I sa i d , "Ole , you ju s t as Hell go . You a i n ' t doing no 

good here; but f or heavens sake t a ke my good shotgun . That old bl under--

bus- - and h e had a mu zzl e loader. You can ' t even hit t he broadside of 

t hat ba r n ." Oh , t he broadside o f the barn . 

"Now, we get plenty of geese ," h e sai d . He r an to t he house , 

a ctual ly r an , and he come bae:k l oad i ng tha t t hine; on t he go , tha t ·muz zle 

h e put i n some p owaer and he put in Copenhagen for extra kick. But you 

know, v,e was s o f ool , we d idn ' t have any bull et s . So I v,ent to t he 

ki nd of s crap pil e ther e , a nd I p i cked out a nice b i g ball bea.r ing to 



put in . You see , a f locl{ of gee se wa s coming . We heard tt.em honldng 

away . 

"Hurry up , Ol e ," I s a id. But y ou know , he d idn ' t have t ha t bo.11 

bear ing , he put i n a ha cksaw blade . Oh , a ll t i mes . Yup, by t h is t i me 

that flock of geese was right over ahead and h e f ired a way . 

"Ole ," I sa ys , "you hit some f ee.thers of t hat front goose . Th e 

lead goose ." 

"Yup , on t he star board s i de ," he said. You see , he used bo be an 

old S3,ilor . 

Well , I sa id--Ole , I sa i d , the geese i s flying in a circle , maybe 

t hey will be ba ck . Yes , they will be ba ck pre tty soon. 

Well , the , put that ba ll bearing . No sir , in with t he ha cks aw 

bl ade . Ole fired away again. Ole , all you got is some more feat he r s on 

tha t l ead g oose . 

"Yea . On the r udder thi s t i me ," he says . 

"Well Ol e , "I said , " t hey losing altitude . Maybe now, h e says , now 

we get t hem ':Then t hey come a r ound . 

You know, it made me mad . Ole l os t all i n t e rest i n hunt ing ge e se . 

He wo,nted- - h e sta rted to paint the barn. Oh , 1 t made me so mad. I 

d i dn ' t da re shoot t hat shotgun , it k icked lilrn t he dickens . Well , 

pr etty s oon he s a i d , "Ole how it l ook , 11 A.."11.d I looked up , and you know, 

he had pai nted a l a ke on t ha t bar n . Ye s a r e0ul a r i-Unnesota l andsca pe . 

"And here t hey come ," he says , "Ole ." Thirteen gees e broke t heir necks 

on t hat ba rn. But you knov, my barn- - I ' 11 admit tha t my barn did ha ve a 

few mi ssing boards . You lmow , I not iced'. Ole hung up sor.ie 13unny s a cks 

ther e , and I got t hr ee or four l ive geese . See , he d i dn ' t want more 

t han t hirteen you know. Yes , t hat a ctua l l y happened didn ' t it? 



Well , I'll t e ll J OU thi s one happen ed quit e a while a3O. Paul 

Bunyan and Ol lie ,-,as p r etty good. f riends . But you know h ow friends a r e , 

t hey wi l l get i n a r gu~ents . I t seemed l i ke t hey a r gued about wh o had 

t he bes t brand o f snuff or what ev e r it was . 

Ollie s a ys , I bel ieve it wa s t hat Sims stuff or we.s i t Copenhagen? 

And I haven ' t quite s ot the br and t hat Paul Eunyan had , but it was 

different . But he claimed it was t he best e.nd tl:.ey c oul dn ' t agr ee . 

Finally I s a i d , "t e ll you what we ' 11 do . " You know t h i s was e. lone; time 

ago . But they was a tovm aut t here and t h is tovm was 199 miles long , 

but on l y about lne- quar ter of a mi l e wide . I t was out west and it was a 

pr airie dog town. A p r airie 6.og town you know. 

He s a i d , 111-le ' 11 put this toba c co ou t in t he p r a irie dog t ovm , and 

i f t h e p r air ie d og s l ike your toba c co or the snuf f bett e r t han mine , of 

course you win , and v ice v ersa . I n t he mor n i ng t hey came out to look and 

to their con sternat i on , the pr airie do3s __ ad ca r ried auay a ll o f it . 

Wa sn ' t a t hine; l eft . Aft e r t hey didn ' t have any o f it , t hey were in a 

predicame~t . Well , t hey got a shovel and spade and got right to work. 

By t he t ime t hey had r e t~ived the r est of t hat toba cco , t hey was a t 

me.:.dn3 with the Gr and Canyon of t he Co lorado . That ' s how it s ot s t a r t ed . 

Conserva tion. I t had to sta rt s o~etime. You Imo',? , just a l i ttl e d itch 

and I didn ' t s ay t hey dug a l l of it you un6.erstand. ro , it just t he 

danger of erosi on you know. 



You see , Ollie do _ a t Lindsbor , e drank so muc coffe e- - t_ey 

all dr nk a lot of coffee down t ere--t ey t e ones w o st2rted tis 

cof ee r eag. Oh , l ong time a o everybody drank co_fee - - t.ey drank 

it . In fac t , t is- - t a t real l 1 'rought ome t e m '"isso1ilri or Union 

Pa cifi c t he r e an t e train ·ould c o e lon a out 3 : 30 i n t he after-

noon a ll t _e t · r.1 e . And my mot er a l -,ays ca lls that t e afternoon 

co ffee tra n . So I tho t , o f course , t he drank afterno on coff e e 

there and I a l ays ratched to see t em drink-- sip that cup and I --

finally I told ot er-.!!J. other, 11 I says , "how-- rhen do they drin 

coffee on that afternoons coffee tra in? I never can see t em." And 

s e said , 11 We just ca l l it be ca u se it co e s to to m '1' en ,-e dr ink 

a f t ernoon s coff ee ." Eut Ole drank so much co ffee do1:m t e re t at it 

surprised even t h e Swede . 

Sot ey sa s , 11 0l e , didn ' t tha t co f fee eep you a,ake? " 

11 0 " e said , "it he l s ." 

I didn't t k of t hat s tory . I " · s_ I ad-- i t ' s ood . 



You see Ole , if I do say so , he ' s p l ayed a l ot of jokes on me . 

Pra ctica l joke s . And I just r akked my bra ins on how to retall i ate 

and pl ay one on h i m. And I tried to t h i n:t o f something to do to h i m, 

some p l a ce , you knm·1, ·wher e he was off s ide . Sor.:1eb.0H or other h e -:-

I coul dn ' t t hink of ~othing . He never tol d a lie , he never exagge nated , 

he never d i d anything but just wor k . So I had to t1ake up something . 

I t ,-rasn ' t very nice of me , but I says , "I' m goine; to tell him U1e,t he 

3ot t he big head , yes . 11 So I t e ll you what it wa.s-- it was :r--rew Yea.rs 

Eve . So Ole , I says , you know it ' s Ne\•1 Years Day tomorrow. You want 

t o be i n good shape for New Years . 

Oh , yes he sa i d , I have a lrea dy made a lot of r evolutions . 

Yes , you and your r evolution s ; but you f orgot one thing Ole . You 

got t he big head . You should correct that . 

He , 5ot t he bi g head 'Z 

Yes , I ' m sure you have . Of course , I don ' t t h ink it ' s your fault--

open your mouth and I'll see . He opened his mouth. Oh , just a s I 

t hought . You 3ot a wisdom tooth in the .:."e . That ' s what ' s causing it . 

Oh , yes , t hat ' s what t hey 'll do . But if you 'll r e:ciove t hat wi sdom 

tooth you 'll be a l l right . You ' l l be r eady for New Year and I s aid I 

had a scre•:1 driver and a hamme r and a chisel over therl: and he sa y s --

I 9u shed h i m dorm i n the chair and 1--now you set do,-m and I ' 11 just get 

that thing out r ight now. And you :Y-..now , Ole , he-- I ha.d hie1 pretty 

s ca r ed. I was r eal l y enjoying it . And know he says t hat tooth ' s too 

fast and tight . It's-- t ha t t oot h ' s too f a st and tight . I t's--well- -

I kno1.v it but I ' 11 3et 1 t out . I may ho.ve to hamme r and ya.nk on it a 

litt l e , but I' ll get it out . That' s a wisdom toot h , I know. 

"Oh , " I said , "don ' t you know , Ole , tonight a t 12 o ' clock ri5ht 

shar p , t he old yea.r goes out jus t li~e that and the new year comes in 

a nd you shoul d be r e .dy . " 



"Oh , 11 he se.ys , "t hat ' s right . I ' l l be r eady . 11 

But lis ten , I 3ot a bet ter plan t han that . You k.."10 \-1 , I s l eep 

awful- - wha.t they ca ll tight --awful good , you knO\·r. You give me thi s 

s t out str i113 and I' ll tie it to my tooth a nd I' ll tie t he other end to 

t he old year . W'nen t he ol d year goes out , it yank i t out wh ile I'm 

s l eeping and I won ' t know nothi ng about it . 

"Well ," I says , " I ' l l f i gure out h ow you can tie i t to t hat tooth , 

but how i n t he dickens a re you ;:oin3 t o t i e i t to the old year? " 

Oh , I i1gured that out , I f i gured t hat out . That ' s easy , I 

f i gu r ed that out . 

So I though t it out . I' ll g i ve him a good stout string and he 

went up to bed . I t was getting dar k--late . Next mor n ing I went up to 

have a l ot of fun on Ol e . But you knoH, to my sur prise that tooth was 

out . Absol utel y . That t ooth was out . But so was Ole . I haven ' t 

seen him since . 



I asked Ollie , how--he ' s a. prett~r good fisher man. Always br ing a 

load of fi sh. I says , "Ollie , hoH do- - hoN do you ca tch all the1TJ fish? 11 

Well , I went with him and we went to fishi115. But this ti!:le vre d dn ' t 

have to c;ood luck. I t s eemed l ike they just n ibbled you know. Didn ' t 
I 

quite t ake to-- 11 Oh , 11 he says , "t hey ' s nervous ." He says , I give t t.em 

something soott ing for t heir nerves and t hey do bot h . So he br ought 

out some Copenhagen a.nd--but he overdid. 1 t . Like he doe s s ometimes 

you know. It was so sooth i ng t hat t hey , not only qui t nibbl ing , but 

t hey we·· t to s l eep . Yes , I could bear t l:..em snor e . I heard t hem just 

snore . So I says , "O+lie , now is the ti!".!e . 11 And I cl imbed in t he boat 

t here to c ~tch t ho s e fish , and I a l ~ost got a l oad , you know , but t hey 

moved over , you know how they a r e when t hey sleeping . Tbey - - world- - just 

s l ick and t rey 'Jlov ed over . First t hing I n otice , t hey had r::oved over 

on the bank and Ollie ·we..s putting t hem in t he basket. He was getting 

a ll t he fish . 



( 
You see , during-- ve have a lot of ·ust and ,, nd stor ms do m there . 

That ' s one t i ng I don ' t like --t o work out in t he wind . But Ole , .e ' s 

n a ;ful g ood worlrn r . He d oean 't se em to m n a it . He work a nd do a 

l ot of--but one day I t_ _oug t h e i nd o f p l ayed h oo ey on me . ~ou 

know i t was awful dusty and t e.t be n g--. You cnow, I s oul d have 

neve r sent i m out . I tol d . im to build a fence . Bui ld a l ong--build 

a--now make a 300d one. And I came out t h ere and 1 t wa s a 1 rful win dy , 

but I kind of c ot the du st o t of my eyes aid I loo~ed and I c o l dn 't 

see--win had stopped . It went do ·m a nd I s a id, "Ole, y ou. be en here 

a l l day a nd only o t tat one o s t up . A rea t bi corner post ." 

" ell , 11 Ole s a id , " there I s ano t her one behind t ere o..nd e. ot se r 

one be ind t ere ." And I lo oked off to one side ands r e enou t .e re 

~as a ile oft em . They was s o stra i rt t t I cou l d n ' t se e u t the 

one p os t , see . T ey was so st_a_g t I c oul dn't see bu t one , but when 

I l ooked one s ide t h ey ras ther e , t nen I ot excited . Oh , yes . That ' s 

r e a rka le . I neve r s a ' a fence lie t .a t in m life . 1hat ' s s o 

straigLt t at t. ey l eaning-- 1ell , they ' r e q l mos t l eaninv b~c k a r s . 

But t ey 're s trai · .t . And I a id , "n ow I v nt you to p int t hat f ence 

t omorrow . .d don ' t u st mer e l y d ob pa int on i t , . alrn it r epr e sent 

s o~e t hin . Tha t f enc e de se rves bett e r t hins t han jus t a li ttle 

do o f pa int ." 

It nk o f so et i n a lri t . But as a r u l e , Ole ove r d oes it . 

ou lmovr l . a t . e did t he next day . He pa i n t ed ea c one of t .e posts . 

I t as n t he ,inter tiwe , you under st nd , woul n 't been so ad een n 

t e sum er time ; but e paint e d e ver one o t1e m p o sts tor pre s ent 

a sta l l of corn it. a li t tle ear on it . Just l oo Aed l ike it . And the 

i re t e re-- well t he birds , ou {no -, t .. e irds , anyway that ' s the ,.,ay 



Ole expl a i ns i t . The birds came dom to see tat f ence and t hat corn , 

and t hey st t he r e and c i r ped and t a l ked about tha t wonderful corn 

growin t here until the ir fee t froze to t he l ine --wire , e ca use they 

didn ' t re a li ze it was 1 nter t i me . 

We ll , any1a y , that ent i r e f ence di sappeared and Ol e says the Yale 

birds ot it . The Yal e birds . So I t ink t he· ust mu s t a ve ; ,-.1he11 

t ey l eft t hei r feet f r oze tote wi r e and t hey t ook the f encer t 

\ i th them. 



Well , it happened r i ght over he r e in Graham County on the Sa line . 

When I was a kid I had awful poor health . I hs.d a--ba r e l y--a l l I could--

keep a live . You know t he earth ' s pr etty b i g , but I had a ll I could 

do to stay on it . And t e y t hou ght maybe i t woul d do me good to come 

out to Western Kansa s wit h my cousin, She was just got mar r i ed. We 

r aised he ~. She was jus t like a s i s ter to me and I had a lot of fun . 

Oh I went f ishing ever y day on the Sa l i ne . I could ca t ch Chari..nel Cats 

and a ll kinds of f ish . We ho..d some awful n ice ?1ei 3hbors . And they 're 

going to be school t eachers . They ' re very f ine p eople and t hey come 

ove r visiting . Oh you know how t hey had--my cous in woul d show them 

the p ictures a nd among other things we had a lot of p ictu r e s you know. 

Well , t here was a p icture of my brother , t he one I was telling you 

about . And she said he ' s i n Ya.l e . That ' s a ll s he said and went on to 

another one . 

The next day ~ t hey as a r ule d on ' t c ome back but about once every 

t hree or four days . But they come ba ck the ve ry neI[t day i n t l:e height 

of the day and t hey wanted to see t ho s e p ict ure s . Al l right , she 

showed u· .. e 1,1 to t ' em. When t hey ::;ot to t hat p icture again, t hey held it 

and t hat ' s --we ll , uha t d i d l:e do? 

I didn ' t s ay he d i d anyt h in3 , she sa id. 

We l l you sa i d he was in ~a il. 

I sai d h e was a t J a l e . 

We l l , isn ' t t hat t he way you Swedes s a y j a i l 'l 

We l l we s ometimes , do , but t h is happened to be Yale , t he university. 

They neve r heard of i t . And t hey was go ine; t o go to Hays , no not Hays , 

Hil l Cit y normal. I r e clrnn when t hey :round out their error , I bet they 

had a l ot --good l a u ~h but t hey named t he boys J eff and Homer too . He 

was a go od f e l l ow. But I be t t hey had a lot 6!5 fun ,,rit h h i m about t hat . 
Ye s , that a ctually happened. 



One time I was out in Col or ado wi th friends , and you kr ow how 

beautiful i t i s i n t he mor n :tng t her e . I been out p icki:ng ,·1aterme lons 

a nd canta loupes . I t was a d r y yea r , 19 11 , t he year y ou-- tha t bu:t l ding 

1:!as buil t i n 191 1. And I finally-- ! was wa tering h i s yard a nd he 

was watching me a little bit . Fi nal l y he . sa id , "Say ," he says , "I 

ca.n t ell your name . " 

Well , l e t ' s see - l e t ' s see you try it . Wha t a r e you anyway , 

Clairvoyant7 

"Oh , 11 he says , 11 1 ca n tel l your brother s name . " 

"Wel l , let' s hear it ," I s a id . 

Sa id i s your brother- - your name is Anderson'Z' Your br other ' s 

name is--. 

Go sh , r ight on t he nos e . But t e ll me h ow you d i d i t. 

Simpl e . I went to school wit h your brother . He was l ike- - he 

said you were j us t as l ike as t wo peas in a p od. 

Then I could see t he simil a rity . Cause my brother , he developed 

into a big heavy man ; I ' m a lit tle s ki nny fe llow. You know, I ' ve had 

poor hea. l th. But I had good heal th slnce I came to We s tern Kansa s . 

I ' m 70 the 14th of t h is month. 



Many year ago in the dirty thirties my wife wanted a fur coat. 

I promised to get her one next year and so I postponed the inevit able 

for several years. Then one day Ole said to me , 

"Vi don't you go and shoot an animal that's got fur. That's 

cheaper than buying one all ready made." 

11!.ookie here Ole, I can I t afford to go to Alaska. 11 

11Vel vi don't you go to Colorado, there is lots of fur there 

and besides fishing is good too." 

"Why did you not think of that sooner . let's go to Colorado 

and get my wife a fur coat and say Ole don I t forget the fishing tackle. 11 

. We went to Colorado, took our fishing equipment and a rifle. 

Ole was right, fishing was good, but one day I discovered tracks, huge 

bear t r acks. 

"Ole," I said, "you know what we are here for. You follow his 

track and see where he i s going and 1 111 back track and see where he 

come from." 

Ole set out at a brisk run followi ng the trail of the bear and 

suddenly I heard the crack of Ole1 s rifle. Next the bear was chasing 

Ole. There was a large mound of earth and rock and around this mound 

the chase was on and the bear was gaining fast, but when I thought 

the bear would catch Ol e he would discar d some of his clothing. You 

see Ole used to be an athlete back in the old country and he must have 

remembered that a runner should not be incumbered with a lot of cloth-

ing. 

Well the race was close and each time Ole discarded some 



2 

clothing he could run faster and before he noticed it he gained 

so much he was actually chasing the bear, bare. It was time for the 

bear to be scared, so the bear shed his fur coat and got away and 

that's how I got rrry wife a real fur coat. 
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)'k. 1. That I s what he was l augh i ng at. 

Oh, you d i d . You told hi= a bra~d new one . 

Yes, a brand new story he had never heard before. Well, tell it 

to me I sa .. ys . But you know he fors ot it and to t his day he can't t h ink 

of that story . But it made a bi g hit anyway . Once you know ever ybody 

seen Ole ' s--you ~;:-now Ikes picture lau;;hi n3 , smi l ing way up to his ears . 

You never saw him cry bave you1 But you see , i n that story, when Ole 

told him t hat story he l aughed until he cried. Oh yes it was so funny . 

And the ph otogra?hers was right there to take his picture. They got it 

out in the paper s , and the magazine sot hold of that . But they have 

seen Ole s mile but they never saw h i m cry . So they got nervous and 

t ~ey got on the--t old t heir ambassador to r el ay it fight away. After 

all Ike b : .. s just bee n "cluf:: ing . We '.'.-.a·re~1 1 t ~ot tl:~.s or t he .. t ·we ' ~e--

but when he is cryi ng he really means business and we'll 30 . So we 

went to Denver and that made quite a t it. But Ole can't t h ink of t hat 

stor y . 



You know , so:;,etfuing sometimes malces h i !r!--. \v.c.en be gets that ,·~ay I 

general ly l e t himT- . You know when he comes with a l ot os zip and zi ng, 

you know , e-nd. zest , and thi s particul a r t ime I t h ought Ole ,-msn ' t --he 

wasn 1 t up to par . When he suggested he t a~ce a va cation , I sai d of course , 

of course . And he c :o·.me be.ck a fe'.-r days l e t e r , 'cut t his tir-ie it didn ' t 

s eem t o hel p h i m. You tnow, he just wasn ' t quite up to par . I sai d oh 

yes t h is va ca tion d i d.n. ' t he l p you. You seem kind of dr agg ing feet a 

l itt l e bit . You don ' t have t hat zest you used t o have . 

Well, he sa id , I ,fas worried . I was awful worri ed . 

You worried , you shoul dn' t have anyt .l::i n3 to 1•.'or ry about . It I s me 

t hat worries . Look at all t he cattl e , prices of cattle going do.-m and 

pr ices of a ll the things I buy going up a nd I 've got to meet that difference 

and Oh boy , oh boy. , oh boy. You don ' t ha.ve anything to worry e. bout . But 

you see I' m what t hey ca l l a - -I' rn a Communist . 

\fuat ? 

Well , I'm not a rea l commun i st . I ' m 2ust what they ca ll an honor a ry 

member . Oh an honora r y mewber . Oh well t el l ho,1 that hap)ened Ole . 

Well , you see , I want to Washington. 

Wha t you go to Washington for? 

Well , Truman and- - I d i d--I have been a good democra te a nd Truman 

went to Wash ingt on and he didn ' t d o to bad . And I ha ve heard t here was sa 

a lot of :people in lobbi es i n--lobbying in Washington ; and t here was a 

lot of :noney in the lobbie ~ so I went to Washington to lobby . And I 1'/as 

s i tting i n t he lobby lobby i ng and t ending to my ovm business when I saw 

a nice lady with a lot of curls and curves . She looked exactly like my 

Olga Nelson. You know, i n t he ol d country my sweet-heart . And she went 



by I stoled a gl ance . You know, but as she c ome closer I noted that it 

·wasn ' t Ol ga Ne l son , it was Olga Vi shinsky , the Russi an you "tnow. But 

you k!low somehow or other Olga seemed to recognize me . She stop9ed and 

l ooked a t me and she said Ole , Wha t are you do~n3 here? 

Oh , I said , nothin3 , nothing at a ll . I just stol ed a [~l ance when 

you went by. 

You s toled a g l ance . Did t he FBI catch you'? 

No , no , nobody cau3ht me . 

Oh , she says , if you can stee l anyt hing in Washington you should be 

a member of the communist party , we need you. And I hereby make you e.n 

honorary member . And she slapped me on t Le back. And I ' m an honor a ry 

member. 



I kind of t h ink I' m r e l at2d to my dad , be ca use he was ki nd of t a.lkative 

and so am I. And he was a little fe llow too . 

But t he Swedes was build i ng t he r ail road , you know , out of Ellis . 

That was t he t er mi nal poin t ; and t hey some t ow or other '.·ra n t ed to make 

better time to go on west a nd t hey said , 11You Swedes have 5ot to work 

on Sunday." And t hey t imed i t Just a bout --my dad and a l l t he r est of 

t hem pr etty near a l l s ent their money home just as soon as they got it . 

And t hey didn ' t s moke or chew or dri nk s o they d i dn ' t ne ed it and t hey 

was pretty pious peopl e . They ev en went to church. 

Well , Dad say it s i n t o wor k on Sunday . We ' l l work overtime, we don 't 

care h ow long ; we ' ll work till mi dni ght , bu t not a mi nute: on Sunday . 

Oh , ye s , y ou will ; we ' ll fi r e y ou i f you don ' t . 

Well , we ' re f ired . So t hey f ired my dad and h i s t wo co~rades , e,nother 

fellow named Ander son and another fe llow nu.med John Larsen. 

Well, t he y was ki nd of proud . They on l y had 25 c ents i n money , but 

t hey bad a litt l e f ood . They bached , you know. So they sai d we ' r e going 

to Dodge , we ' 1 1 walk d ovm t here . I t was in the f a l l of the year , nice 

and cool. They wal ked all the way to Dodge , and t her e wasn ' t a s ou l don 

the way ; and the funny part of i t was , wh en we wou l d see a little cabi n 

nobody was home . vTnen we got near Dodg e , we found out why . 

"Oh ," t hey says . "don 't you !mow it ' s an indian sca re . We r ound up 

a l l the sett l e r s fift y or s ixty a round. Don 't y ou l eave tovm ton i ght ." 

Well , t hey only had 25 cents i n money . Th ey d i dn ' t wanna l et on 

t hey d i dn ' t lmow n o one 1·:ou l d l e t them borrow n o money . So t h ey b ought 

10 cents worth of bu ffalo mea t ; and we had a chunk so b i g we pr ett y nea r 

had t o ca r ry i t on our s t oulders . And 15 cents worth of cra clrnr s in a b i g 



sack. And we say s , "Well , 11 we s a i d , we ' r e not e.fr a id of t hose i ndia~s . 

Oh n o l And j ust g ive t hem a lit~l e - - we 1 ve matches a nd indian tobacco . 

We don 't use it ou r selves but we 're-- they d o and they love a littl e 

toba cco . And t hey often stop when we 're building t he r a llroad , a bu..11.ch 

of them will s to~ t here , and we ' ll g ive t hem some matches . They ' ll go 

away . So we--we sta r t ed out . 

We s a id , "Deliver U E from these cowboys ; or wou l d be cowboys ." 

He s a id , 11 It s ounda like a battle ! Th e y ' re shootin a~d t hey ' re so 

drunk a nd in t he a f t e rnoon lot o f t hem l ay d own a nd can't get up , and 

s till shootin away a t beer bottles a nd s h ootin , shootin , bang , ban.g . 

Well , we k..'1.ow t hey just p l a ying , but s till i sn ' t somebody apt to 

ge t hurt ton2.ght before mor nin g . Well , t her e ' s a ll t h i s f i xing going on 

e.nd v,e ' r e dressed a s --we 're not cowboy s . We ' re not dres s ed as cowboys ; 

we 're dressed as r a ilroa d people and t her e wa sn ' t no work: . We heard 

t here ' s going to be a r a ilroad built in Dodg e , but--oh , there i.·m:an ' t any 

t e. l k about a r ai lroad. They was a co1-rto1m and it was wide open. So He 

went on out an d ·we went back as f a r a s we cou l d 50 tha t n i gh t . .And we got 

bout s i :x or sev en miles ou t and we camped a nd ,-re had our bu f f a l o meat, a nd 

it was mi ght y l30od , a.nd ou r c r a ckers and we told as many g r ueso:ie i r..cii an 

s tories as we coul d t hink o f . 

"And that n i s ht , 11 he said,"we d idn 't s l eep too s-od . 

10 o ' clock and i t was p i t ch dard and , oh , dar k and c l oudy . 

We woke up a.bout 

And Olson 

punched me in the ribs and Andy s a id , 11_1\.re you as br a ve as you was t h i s 

aft ernoon ?" 

"No ," I said , " I t h i nk we shoul d have staye d . " We only got one r evolver 

and t h r ee ca r t ridges . That ' s wba. t we s ot so we bett e r keep s till. An d t hey 

did . But in t he morning ther·e v.ras a few--a litt l e ner d o f buf fal o i n the 

neighborhood . They was g r azin3 close by and t hat' s whe.t t hey hear d . That ' s 

a ctua l ly a t rue story. 
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you know on the way and that clock ,-1as still on. r. ,., So I got my a stick 

and was going to kill it. 

Ole says 11 Wait a bit, wait a bit. Don't you hear what be says'7 11 

ro, what does he say'7 

Well, he's trying to tell you if you spare his life he'll show you 

how he gets out of this kitchen every night. 

Oh, that what he say'7 Well, you turn him loose, I'm afraid of 

him. Well, I wasn't a bit surprised when Ole reached for his favorite--

he called it pain killer you lmow, it was 85% alcohol. But he took a 

big swig of that, then he put it on the table; but when the snake 

crawled up there, curled his tail around that bottle, then took out oae 

swig of that bitter stuff I was surprised. But it said guaranteed to 

take the pa in e.i ay . Ri s t on tr:e bottle 11 GUA ... "C{A~TTE.:..D. 11 

So he cra,-:led over tb the ·1indow ;:a.ne t bere with no pain any more 

he crawled r .:._;ht out. 



ou see , us farme rs-- ffi f mers somet i mes c ompl aon a out enson n t 

doin q t e wha t he s.nou l d do on a f e.rm. And re et pr e tty loud a.bout 

it aid sa y how we woul d d o i~ we ~ere i n Benson ' s - -I~e ' s pos i on . 

. ow we woul d so_ve a ll thes e prob l ems of' over--production and under--

coneu .ption . And I- - - iel l I O .ess I be n s .ootin o~f my n t pr e tty 

l iv l y , but di:dn ' t ~:r: o r it coul 3e t so far away t hat , ou kno"' ke 

se emed to 1ave 1ear of it , so e sent for me to 'lash n 6 ton . t I 

to o Ol e 1 it me . Yo :\t.Yl.OH he ' kind of n i ce t o ave arou.n • But after 

I ~ot nto ashin t on p there , t hey were about to ntroduce e . I 

as stand n r i g t t ere at t e oo r to be intro uced to g o in to see 

the pr esident ·rnen I ot a lit t l e ner o s . I ;;ot to th .king , nor ·rha t- -

wha t o _d I have t o o_fer . Wha t wou l d I t ell ens on ; w a t ' s he one 

and what c ould you do'? _ou kno·,1, t he more I t h o t of i t t e mor e I 

re alized t a t I d i dn ' t - , OW UC a : oi..; t i t . And aft er a ll enson ad 

one - _s ob . So I ot kind of nervous a nd I - - when U ey c ome to 

i ntroduce e I p s ed Ole n e.nd t.1ey tool Ole . T ey idn ' t k ·ow the 

diff erence you kno . So Ole went n t her e a nd I he aved a si of r e lie<fl'. . 

I sa id y I c ouldn' t t h in{ of a t hin . I--L e and Ol e -- Benson d id 

pretty . ood . I don ' t .no 1. t a f t e r a wh ile I e r I. e a lau-:.)r. in 

·n t ere . Goodnes s , a l au in to eat t e band . ·onder if-- i f e 

wa s - - 0:be pul led a boner ou k 01-.r , nd e ras l au in a t t h .. t ; ut when 

e come s out old Ole wa. smilin nd tl e. ,., as s o nice to Ole , and t hey 

ca l l ed h i m . Ir . P._riderson you kn01v . k ha ' t t old them t e differ n ee . 

So I sa y s Ol e -w a t d id ou do i n t here 'Z Oh I- - I was pr e tty s ca red he 

s .ys . I -- I to l d i m t a t I thou t Benson wa~ a f i rst-ra te ell ow. I--

that t h e brains I had up my sleeve rere-- loo .. ed p r etty go od , 1 t when I 

l oo ed c lo er t ey wac-n ' t r~o ood a t al l. I t ink Ben son is doing fine 

and ten I t ~o h t of a f unny tory and I t ol d i a funny s tory . 



That ' s what he was laugbin3 a t . 

Oh , you did . You to l d hj_r::i a brand new one . 

Yes , a br and new stor y he had neve r heard before . Well , te l l it 

to me I says . But you know he forgot it and to t h i s day he can ' t t h ink 

of that stor y . But it made a bi g h it anyway . Once you ~now eve r ybody 

s een Ol e ' s - - you know I ke s picture laughi n3 , smiling way up to h is ears . 

You never saw him cry have you1 But you see , i n that story , whe n Ole 

told h im that story be l a ughed until he cried . Oh ye s it was so funny . 

And the photogr a phers was right t her e to take h is picture . They got it 

out in t he papers , and t he magazine got hold of t hat . But they have 

seen Ole sr:iile but they neve r saw h :lm cry . So they got nervous and 

t hey got on the- - tol d t he ir a mbassador to r e l ay i t fl i ght away . After 

all Ike he.s just been bluf::' ine; . We haven ' t got t hj_s or that ·we ' re- -

uhen Ol e- - when I ke goes to smilin3 and l augh i ns we know he was sa fe , 

but v:hen he is crying he r ea l l y means busi ness and we 1 11 go . So vie 

went to Denver and t hat made q_uite a hit . But Ole can ' t t h i nk of t ha t 

stor y . 



Well , as I told you , Ole i s a, r ema r kable fe l low. He is a. ve r y 

good hired man. I haven ' t s ot a thing e..3ainst bim; but he ' s a little 

bit proud in a way sometimes , a l mos t overl y so . He t hinks a menia l 

job- - he ' s getting k i nd of--a s a --bu.t he d i dn ' t hav e to get up in the 

morning . We ba.ch ed and we woul d oversleep. So I bought an a l a r m 

clock . .And y ou kn01·r, he re fused to wind that a l a r m clock. He says , 

Oh a meni a l job like the,t , t ha,t ' s f or the hired work. He says I didn ' t 

wind the a l a r m c lock . And I being t he boss , I kind of r efused; s o we 

d idn ' t 1·rind it . We overslept . 

But then I happened t o think a bout it . I bo'_l0ht hi r.: an a l a rm 

clock t hat he cou l d put on h i s wrist a nd t he movement of h i s hand \·rould 

wind it. But you know he was so s l o,1 t ha t he didn 't s t i r en ough to 

keep that think Hound. So we le f t it on t:te t abl e and you know Ol e , 

for br eakfa s t be a l uays wanted some n ice e0 _?: s . And Copenhagen a nd 

coffee . Well , t he Copenha6en and coff ee we a l ways had tha t but s ome 

one s t ole our eg5s i n t hat pa n every night . Even though he was pretty 

.nea r a ir t i ght . Nice litt l e r oom. I l ocked the door and everything . 

But the eggs d isappea red . So one day I happened to t h i nk ob yes , I 

said, I he.ve got an i dea . You know this a l arm clo ~lr wa s round and 

oval a nd white ; i t kind of r e sembl ed an eg0 i n shape and s ize . So I 

sai d I ' m going to put that thing by the eggs there and hoped it would 

keep that t h i e f awa,y . It' s - - c l icked you know and I wound it up you 

know and click , c lick, click. But when I e;ot up I sai d Ole , he stoled 

the eggs and even t he a l a r m clock , but just a bout t hen I heard t h e 

a larm clock go off , I l ooked i n my wood box be l ow there , had a trap set 

i n t he re to ca t ch a r a t or so~ethin5 • .And a big f a t r a tt l esnake was 

ca,ught in t here . Well , riow , he d i dn ' t have no egg on his chin like Ole 

does a f ter having an egg f or breakfa st, but he did ha ve a l ot of bumps 



you kno\·! on the way and that c lock vra s still on. So I got my a s tick 

and was 3oin5 to kill i t . 

Ole s ays "Wait a bit , wait a b it . Don ' t you hear what h e sa y s ?" 

No , what does he say7 

Well , he ' s trying to t e ll you if you spa r e h i s life he ' ll show you 

how he ge t s out of t hi s lcitchen e ve r y n i ght . 

Oh , that wha t he say ? Well , you turil h im l oo se , I'm a fra id of 

h i m. Well, I wasn ' t a b it su r pris e d when Ole r eached for h i s f a vorite--

he ca l l ed it pa in k iller y ou know, it was 85Jt alcohol. But he t ook a 

bi g swig of t he.t , then he put it on t he t a bl e ; but uhen t he sna ke 

crawl ed up there , curl ed h i s t a il a r ound that bottle , t h en t ook out one 

swig of that bitter stuff I was surpr ised . But it sa i d gua r antee d to 

take the pain away . Right on t he bottle 11 GU.l-1.i.'tANTEED. 11 

So h e crawl ed over t b the window pane t he re wit h no pai n any more 

he crawl ed right out . 


	Clarence Anderson telling Ole Oleson stories
	Recommended Citation

	RT398_F666M_1957_02_22
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_23_001

	RT398_F666M_1957_02_01
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_01_001

	RT398_F666M_1957_02_02
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_02_001

	RT398_F666M_1957_02_23
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_24_001

	RT398_F666M_1957_02_20
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_21_001
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_21_002

	RT398_F666M_1957_02_21
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_22_001
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_22_002

	RT398_F666M_1957_02_06
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_07_001
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_07_002

	RT398_F666M_1957_02_17
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_18_001
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_18_002
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_18_003

	RT398_F666M_1957_02_03
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_01_001
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_01_002

	RT398_F666M_1957_02_11
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_12_001
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_12_002

	RT398_F666M_1957_02_05
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_05_001

	RT398_F666M_1957_02_04
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_04_001
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_04_002
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_04_003
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_04_004
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_04_005

	RT398_F666M_1957_02_09
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_10_001
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_10_002

	RT398_F666M_1957_02_18
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_19_001

	RT398_F666M_1957_02_14
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_15_001

	RT398_F666M_1957_02_10
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_11_001
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_11_002

	RT398_F666M_1957_02_16
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_17_001

	RT398_F666M_1957_02_12
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_13_001
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_13_002

	RT398_F666M_1957_02_07
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_08_001

	RT398_F666M_1957_02_13
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_14_001

	RT398_F666M_1957_02_19
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_20_001
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_20_002
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_20_003
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_20_004

	RT398_F666M_1957_02_24
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 2 Ethnic_03_001

	RT398_F666M_1957_02_26
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 2 Ethnic_05_001
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 2 Ethnic_05_002

	RT398_F666M_1957_02_15
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_16_001
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 1 Ethnic_16_002

	RT398_F666M_1957_02_25
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 2 Ethnic_04_001

	RT398_F666M_1957_02_28
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 2 Ethnic_07_001
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 2 Ethnic_07_002

	RT398_F666M_1957_02_29
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 2 Ethnic_08_001
	RT 398 F666M 1957 No 02 r 2 Ethnic_08_002


